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The vision.
theplans,

the anxlelles,
thetolL

the suppllcallon.
the expectation.

the sacrlllces,
the sorrows.

the joys
•allexperiences Integral toany

loundallonal emerprlse.
can never be

adequately enshrined
wUhln the pages 01

ahistory bool

FaUh and devollon
as motlvallng lorces

that have kept men
at their post

Increative fidelity
day alter dreary day,

through the 10 years 01 labour
Inthis western part 01 India

and 25years 01 the
Bombay Saleslan Province,

are. once again.
Incalculable

and elude documentallon.

Many who laid
the loundatlons

have expired.
Few are stili alive.

I! Istothem·
OUR PIONEERS

OUR LEADERS
OUR BENEFACTORS

OUR AGED
OURDEPARnD

•to them.
that we

dedicate
this work

·asymbolol
our sincere

LOVE
ESTEEM

& GRATITUDE



Inthe name olthe Father. the Son
and 01 the HolY Spirit, lorthe glory
olthe venerable Don Bosco whom
we hope to seo soon on the glory 01
the altar and who In alamous
dream saw his sons In Bombav_
we staR this chronicle whh the •
blessing 01 Mary Help 01 ChrlsUans.
This chronicle Will tellthe Mure
generations the miracle which the
celeSUal Madonna 01Don BOSCD
willaccomplish In this great cltV 01
India ..

.•.Shlllong 10-5-1928.
LMathlas The first page ofthe chronicle written by Msgr. Louis

Marhias & (inset) a translation a/ the prophetic first lines.
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FOREWORD
"MEMORY" was a major characteristic of the Silver Jubilee celebrations of
the f oundation of th e province ofBombay. The w riti ng ofhistory and its
discipline of select ion, evaluation and interpretation is an invaluable tool to
treasure the rich experiences ofour past. A s the Salesian Province ofSt.
Francis Xavier grows and expands in terms of personnel and inst i tut ions, a
Jubilee Year is in fa ct, an appropria te occas ion to come to terms w ith the past
and to eva lllate the present, even as it projects itse lf in to an uncertain fu ture.

Our resolve to ga ther and record our history has finally reached reali zation. I
am grateful to the editorial team, w ho llave beell a t the task ofcompiling this
historical record since the past two years. I express my thanks to all th e com ­
mu nities of the province fo r their contributions ofdates, f acts and figures.

"M EM ORY" is the title I wish to suggest fo r this treasury of our past experi­
ences, because I hope th e conten ts of th is record w ill evoke in us less anxiety
about historical accuracy and more sentiments ofgratitude to God and ex­
pressions of ackn owledgement of the heroic work of our pioneer Salesians and
th ose who have worked bef ore us in th is prov ince.

"MEMORY" should lead us to praise God and like the Magn ificat of Mary,
procla im: He w ho is mighty ha s done great things for us.

"MEMORY" should wake up in us a greater appreciation of the efforts of the
man y salesian missionaries to plant the salesian charism in India, and in OUT

provincial territory. The development of the province today is indeed a memo­
rial to their success.

"M EMORY" should, in fine, serve as a guarantee of the abiding presence of
God's providence, as we mo ve into the next millennium, determined to spread
the Good News of the Risen Lord and his tremendous love fo r the young.

?,Jd>
Fr. TOIlY D'Souza sdb

Provincial
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"ThaI doctrine which shall have sufficiently explained the past in its totality will inexora bly obtain , in
consequence of this proof alone, intellectual leadership of the future. -, Auguste Comte

"The farther backward you can look . the fa rther forward you are likely 10 see."- Winston Churchill,

Every organisation, at some stage in its development, delves deep into its memory in the hope of finding, some­
where buried in thedusty storehoose ofits past. that spark ofan impetas for amarch into thefuture.

The Salesians ofDon Boscoof the BombayProvince,onthe completionoftheir 25th year as aprovince and onthe
7001 anniversary ofSalesian worlc inWestern India. experienced Just suchahziros.Theleaders who met in Goa in
Octoher 1996, thought it was time awell-documented puhlicationonthe beginningsof the province was produced
-something to serveas ahistorical data bank for anyfuture reference.

The journey was far fromeasy. At our very first editorial meeting, tasks were allotted andschedules planned. The
pubhcation was to have four parts: The first and second parts would comprise acollectionof articles and eye­
witness accounts todocument thehistoricachievements andprofilethepeoplehehind them.The third would consist
ofthehistory ofeach presence.Veteran Salesianswould he invited to share their stories.Heads ofinstitutions would
he encouraged to update their chronicles and dispatch thehistories of their houses tothe editorial office. The date
slated for the release of the souvenir was Decemher3, 1997- thedayofthe Province Silver Jubilee Celebration.

However, as the deadline drew near, we fehourselves more and more unprepared for the ideal we had hitched our
efforts to. Incompiling part three, particularly, roore accuracyand editing was required. Still, we collated and
printed whatever material we received and circulated this first draft among elderly Salesians in Decemher 1997.
Thankstotheir encouraging response we were able to fill in manyimportant detailsfor the preparation of asecond
draft.

Thissecond draft was publishedatthetimeoftheProvincialChapterinFebruary 1998.Each Rector I In-chargewas
givenacopyto circulateamong theconfreres inhishousewithinatime-limit of 45days(Fehruary 16th to March
3 1 s~ 1998). With an invitation extended to every confrere togive suggestions, make changes and provide eye­
witness accounts, atrulyprovince-Ievel tearn effort was envisaged.

We are deeplygrateful toall those who replied. In a very special way we wishto thank Fr. T. 1. Josephfor his
invaluable research into the history of the Salesian presence at Matunga and Fr. Giuseppe Moja for his personal
testimonyofthe earlydaysof the Salesian work in Goa.

Ten years fromnowwill there he aSalesian BombayProvince as itexists today?Or will there he two provinces or
perhapsthree?Whichever thecase,wehave but onehistory to fall hack onand thank God for.

And when the historiansof the future decide to document theschievements of their pioneers wewould like tothink
thatthishumhle effort will provide them the necessary foundation onwhich tobuild their enterprise... forthe greater
glory of God and the spreadofHis Kingdom in India -the Salesian Way.

Maythe werk thatlies ahead ofusdrawcourage and inspirationfromapatient and grateful readingofwhat we have
left hehind.

TbeEditor

viii
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THE SALESIAN PASSAGE TO INDIA
by KUMPlLUVElIL·MANOHAR (Courtesy Don Boseo Centenary Souvenir - 1988)

Fr. Georgt Tomaris

,Hgr. Eugrne ." ,du lt l

In 1876. Pope PillS
IX offered Don Bosco
twelve vicariates in India
which were in urgent need
of person ne l.J Don Boseo
agreed 10 take up o ne of
th em and re q ues ted
twenty mon ths to prepare
hi!'> men. Returning from
Rome. he told his sons,
'Those of you who wish
to go to Ind ia have twenty
months to gel ready,"? A
little later he \\TOIC to Fr.
Cagliero in Argentina : " l
really feel you must return
to Europe in 1877 and take
a trip la Cey lon in Ind ia.
T hat p lac e need s a
Castelnuovc boy...?' He
wrote to Cag liero aga in:
"Weshallaccept the vicariate of Mangador
(Mangulore) in India. and Fr.Cagliero will
be the vicar apostolic.:"

Despite the se plans. it took another
30 years for the sons of Oon Bosco to reach
India. And when they ca me in 1906. it was
not to Ceylon. or to Mangalor e. but to
Thanjavur in Ta mil Nad u.'

The chie f instru ments in bring ing the
Salesia ns to India we re the bishops of the
Padroado d iocese of Mylapore. Negotia­
tions were started as ea rly as 1896 by Mgr.
Antonio de Souza Barroso who had heard
that it was Oon Bosco 's desire to send the
Salesian s to India." His successor. the Rt.
Rev. Teutonic de Castro. had a personal
reason to pursue thi s ca use . As a young
seminarian . he was an ardent ad mirer of
Don Boseo and. after his ordination. had
travelled twice to Turi n to meet the saint.
Blessing him and his future works. Don
Bosco had told hi m. " You will do much

d'' ,goo .

After protracted negotiations, the first
group of Salesia n missionari es to Ind ia
landed in Bombay o n January 6. 1906. un­
der the leadership of Fr. George Tomati s.
With h im were two o ther p rie sts. one

brothe r. a scholastic and
an aspi ra nt. Travelli ng
by train from Bom bay
they reached Th anjavur
on January 14.

At Thanjavur the
new missionaries started
their wor k with six o r­
phan s at the St. Francis
Xav iers Orph anage.
Soon the num be r rose
stead ily. till it reached
800 in 192 8. The first
baptism wa s ad mini s­
tered in June 1906. Vo­
cat io ns loo we re no t
slow in coming." The
first Indi an boy to join
wa s Kar unal who was
sent to Italy in 1907 as
an asp irant. From Italy

he proceeded to Portugal for his noviti­
ate. Unfortunately he fell ill and d ied in
Lisbo n in 1909. The next to foll ow Don
Bo se o were Ig na tius M uth u a nd
Arul samy. bot h of who m were also sent
to Italy in 1908 and later proceeded to Por­
tugal for the novit iate. They professed in
1911. Ignarius Muthu was orda ined priest
in Mylapore in 19 16.

In 1907. Fr. Emest Vigneron, one of
the pio neers. passed aw ay after an opera­
tion in 1908 and Fr. Eugene Mederlet.
o riginally destined for China. subs tituted
him . In 1909. Fr. Tomatis left Thanjavur
under the care of Fr. Mederlet and we nt
to Mylapore to start the second founda­
tion in India: the San Thome Orphanage .'

Meanwhile. the Ho ly See was press­
ing the Sale sian Congregation to take up
the vast mission of Assam. It was accepted
on July 2 1, 192 1. Each European pro v­
ince was req uested to send vo luntee rs for
the Assam Mission. Two priests each from
Italy. Spain and France were accepted and
Fr. Louis Mathias, a French Salesian , then
working in Sici ly as Rector of the Salesian
Ho use of Catania. was chosen as their
leader. Five lay brot hers from Italy and

2
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Fr. 1..1l/1i.\ .\tll /him
(H'lw:d right) and his tt'1I
companions IJf 1111' First

Satesian ExpellitifJIl /92 2.
1·'rlJlJI L to R

(s'/'ated) l emit S I/per/fir of
Calcl/lta and M/(r. rerter.

(stunding} Rros. Cid,
Sal/ tal/a. Fr: Bars, Bro.

O m(;, Fr, /}c Ponti, Bros.
Cald, Aprilc, Frs. Bonardt,

Giff and Jlollber

The first residence ut
Thanj avur

Spain were included in the pioneeri ng
grou p at the spe c ia l requ e st of Fr.
Mathias. He had ample op portunity to
be briefed at length on the Assam mis­
s io n in hi s mee t ing w i th Mgr.
Christopher Seeker, a Salvatorian and
the first Prefect Apos to lic of Assam.
who is cons idered the real pionee r ofthe
Assam mission . They reached Shillong
on January 13. Barely three weeks later.
o n February 5. they began work in vari­
o us centres: fo ur going to Raliang, two
to Ouwahati . and four wit h Fr. Mathius.
who on 15 December 19 22 wa s ap ­
po inted the Prefect Apostolic of As ­
sam."

Fro m 1906 to 1912 the Sulesians
in India ....'ere part ofthe province of Por­
rugal. From 1912 to 1923 they came un ­
der the care of the Roman pro vince of
SI. Peter. In 1923 they were formed into
a visitatori a with Mgr. Loui s Mat hias as
s upe ri o r. T he ne w visi ta to ri a ,
headquartered at Shillong and under the
patro nage o f SI. Tho mas the apostle.
cons isted of all the Salesiu n works in

northeast India and those ofTanjavur and
Mylapore. in the south.

Despite the lack of personnel and
mean s. the works progres sed rapidly . In
less than a year. six ce ntres were opened .
In 1925 a novitiate was started at Shi llong
and novices were bro ught fro m Europe
to be tra ined along with their Indian coun­
terparts. In 1925 they assumed charge also
of th e Catholic Orphan Press. and the
Cathedral parish of Calcutta. and al so
started the new mission of Jowa!.

On Ma y 18. 1926, the visitatoria of
India was made into the province of In­
dia . with Fr. Ma thias as Provincial. Th e
prov ince. with headquarters at Shillo ng.
ex tended fro m the nort heast of India to
Thanjavur, a dista nce of some 4000 krns.

In the 19 20 ·s. wh ile mi ssio nary
works progressed rapidly in the northeast.
those in the sout h were passin g through a
stage of uncertaint y and indecision. As
early as 1920. Fr. Albera, the then Rector
Major. decided to withdraw the Salesians
fro m Thanjavur and Mylapore. in defer­
ence to the insistence of Rome to take over
the vast mission of Assam." This deci­
sion was reversed following pro testations
and pleas fro m the confreres in the south
as well as the bishop of Mylapore.

Again in 1922. Turin decided to re­
call the Sale sians from Mylapore. This de­
cis ion too was reversed due to urgent en­
treaties from Mylapore. The relat ion be­
tween the Salesians and the diocese be­
gan to deteriorate. There was great anxi ­
ety and uncertainty regarding the continu­
an ce o f their works. At both p lace s.
Sal esian s were merely administrators of
diocesan property and the attitude of the
Vicar Gene ral. Mgr. Texeira was in no
way favouring expans ion or development.

In 1927 Fr. Peter Ricaldo ne visited
Thanjavur and Mylapore to appraise him­
se lf of the situation. He pre sented the
Vica r General. Mg r. Texeira. a report cut­
lining the cond itio ns under which the
Salesians would continue to work in the
diocese. As the diocese was in no mood
to accept his proposal. it was deci ded to
withd raw the Sale sia ns fro m [he diocese
of Mylapore w ith effec t fro m I May '
1928.

Lea vin g Myla pore and Th anjavur

1.1 rheSalesianPassage 10 India
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Rector Maj or
Fr. Pau l Alhera (seated rig llO,

Bishop Cagliem pioneer
of Potagonian Miss;olls (left),

Fr. Peter Ricnldone (centre) .

4

was painful. but it paved the way to fur­
ther expansion of Salesian works in the
south. After handing over the San Thomc
orphanage to the diocese, Frs. Hauber
and Dehlert went to Bombay to open a
new house there.'! Fr. Mederlet and fo ur
others went to Vellore in May 1928 to
start a new missio n in North Arcot. Th is
district was offered to the Sa lesia ns by
the Archbishop of Pondicherry d uring
the vis it of Fr. Ricaldone in 1927.

In compe nsat ion fo r
what the Salesia ns left be­
hind at Thanj a vur a nd
Mylapore, the d iocese gave
them the ancien t sanctuary
ofOur Lady of Happy Voy­
age at Bandel in West Ben­
ga l. T he Sale sian s to ok
charge of it on Septem ber
1. 1928.

In the reo rgani za tion
of the dioceses follow ing of
double ju risdi ct ion in the
mission s, by the Bull Ad
Ma iu s Religlonis
l ncrementum of J uly
3, 1928, North Arcot was
joined 10 the archdioce se of
Mad ras. which was e n­
trusted to the Salesians. and
Fr. Medcrl et was nom i­
nated its archbishop."

In 1934. the Salesian
Province of India was d i­
vided into two province s:
the Pro vince of North In­
dia. with Fr.Scuderi as pro-
vincial and with headqua r­

ters at Shi llong (later shifted 10 Calcutta)
and the province of South India, with Fr.
Cinatc as provincial and with headquar­
ter s at Veilore (later shifted to Madras).
The province of No rth Ind ia was placed
under the patronage of S1. Joh n Bosco.
while the pat ron of the So uth was S1.
Thomas the Apostle.

Mgr. Mathias was appointed bishop
of Shillong in 1934 while Mgr. Stephen
Fe rra ndo took ove r as bisho p of
Krishnagar. On Decem ber 21, the same
year, Archbishop Mederlet of Madras
passed away whi le hearing co nfessions
at Pall ikonda . Mgr . Mat hias was then
transferred to the See of Madras which

he governed , fait hful to his motto " Dare
and Hope" , from 1935 to 1965.

The phenome nal growth ofSalesian
works in northeast India in the fift ies led
to the division of the province of Cal­
cutta in 1959, giving rise to the pro v­
ince of G uwahat i , with Fr. An thony
Alessi as provincial. The Guwahati prov­
ince was further divided in 1982 form­
ing the Dimapur prov ince , wi th Fr.
Math ew Pu lingathil as provinci al.

In 1969. the houses of Bombay-Goa
reg ion were detached fro m the Mad ras
province, to form the visitatoria of Born­
bay under Fr. Dennis Duarte . Bombay
was officially erec ted as a pro vince on
January 3 1,1972.

The Madras province was further
divided in 1979 to form the province of
Bangalo re. co nsisting of the houses of
Kerala, Kam ataka. and Andhra Pradesh.

Looking back at the as to und ing
ways of God in guiding the ea rly mis­
sionaries - despite the hard ships and tra ­
vails [hey endured - one cannot fail to
recognise the people's underlying enthu­
sias m [ 0 accep t th ro ugh the Salesian
works. Don Bosco. [he predilective giA­
of God to India's youth. •

I MS XII (English Edition ), 16 1.

1 lhid.

J MS XII. 223

"Cer ia. MS XIII , 19.
I , Inspire of the phenomenal growth of the

Sa lesi an pres e nce in Ind ia o ver the years.

Mangalore, to date. remains an elusi ve dream.

6 ASC 389, Mylapore : Barroso /() RlIlI.

Kandy. (j December /898; Harroso /0 Rua.

Mylapore, 15 April 1899. Annati del/a 511(";1'/(/

SalesirIlUIIII,568 .

7, ASC 389 . Mylap ore: De Castro to RUlI.

Mylllpore. 14 November 190 1; Annllli 111, 568 ­

69.

• ASC 275 Tornans.
• Annati Ill. 573.

10, George Kouupallil. A Hisumca t Survey

ofthe Catholic Churcn ill North EllSt India f rom

1627/0 1983 . Centenary of the Catholic Ch urch

in North East India I890- 1990. (page nOI num­
bered).

II AmUlli IV, 4 18.

12, ASC 389, Mylapore .

1\ ASC 6441, Madras.

1.1 The SaleslanPassage10 India



APPREHENSIVE BEGINNINGS
III o teuer to Fr. Paul Albera dated / 5 Aprill9/5 in Ir1lic ll he describes the Salesian work for your" begun at Tanjore,

Fr. Francis Corpene adds:

Fr. Momovuni, fou nder of Beatitudes. Madras, shows how.

"...what strikes a visitor to India. and especially
to the south where European ways have made less
inroads. are the customs which at first sight would
give the impression of being among barbarous peo­
ple. The dwe llings are miserable: thatched mud huts
wherein there are ne ither tables nor chairs. The ma­
jority of the workers do not wea r anyt hing more than
a piece of cloth girded at the loins. Cutlery is un­
known (they cat almos t exclusively rice) and their
preferred plate is a banana leaf. They eat sea led on
the gro und with legs cros sed . and this is the fa vour­
ite postion in which they carry out most of the ir
works. For bed they do not use anything other than a
mat. They seem to be people without aspirations,
wit hout wants: a mouthful of rice satiates their hun­
ger and they do not go in searc h of any thing else;
they do not save a penny for the morrow and do not
leave any heritage to their children other than the
wea lth of their proverbial sayi ngs and the sacred us­
age of the cas te which have been handed down in­
tact through the centuries right dow n to our dlay.

Here co mes the great difficulty of insti lling in these youngsters the spirit of work and thrift, the spirit of
christian charity, of respect and love fo r the other cas tes. But the method of our Venera ble Father Don Bosco
which has obtained marvelo us results everywhere will it not succeed also in India?..." (ASC 389 Tanjore)

WANTED
MEN READY TO MAKE THEMSELVES INDIANS

Excerpts from a letter written ill 19JJ to Fr. Barberis clearly indicate the indefat igable concern of Fr.
Tomatis fo r more indigenous labourers in the vineyard.

I
"...I remember your having said three years ago at Turin that it is necessary to look for voca tions in

India. This was always my intention and if in these last three years nothing much was done in this regard
it is because we were not certain how we were to go about it. We have a Pro vincial, but no one knows
where he is; houses run witho ut personnel and we go on from day to day uncertain of the morrow, Should
we go ahead or should we turn back? If we are to continue, there should be adequate personnel, that is to
say good priests willing to make them selves Indians. We have vocations and good ones at that , but we
dare not promise anything and we do not inte nd to shunt good people arou nd withou t being wellgrounded
ourselves...Here the harve st is ready with labourers as well; wha t is lack ing is good sense and a superior
who can dispense it. Four good European priests would save the situation ( I repeat four!)....

P.S. My health is deterio rating daily. A chroni c asthma makes me feel extremely tired, espec ially at
nights. The doctor cou nse ls me to go far away from the sea." '

1.1 The Saleslan Passage 10 India
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THE STARTING AND CONSOLIDATION OF THE
FIRST SALESIAN WORK IN BOMBAY (1928·1950)

BOMBAY
e:>

ANOHER~
•

mi llion of them in the city and its env i­
rons. In the period between the two World
Wars when Salesiun work in Bom bay
started. the proport ion of the Ca tholics to
the rest of the population was eve n higher.
since there we re at that time about a hun­
dred thousand Catholics?in a total pop u­
lation of a mill ion and a quarter.' Pmcti­
cally all those Ca tholics were descend­
ant s of the converts the Portuguese had
made about three or four centuries ear­
lier. Catholics co uld be fo und in many
wa lks of life: doctors. advocates. employ­
ees of the Railways and the Post and Tel­
eg raphs, farmers and small ind ustrialists
in the suburbs. Very many we re employed
in domestic service as cooks. butlers and
nurse-maids. Others worked in the oce an­
going vesse ls that plied between India and

BASSEIN

A RABIAN
SEA

Bombay is Ind ia ' s financ ia l and
commercial ce mre and the principal port
of the Arabian Sea. It is the se venth larg­
est and onc o f the most densely popu­
lated cities in the world. Along the cen ­
Ire of India' s cotton-tex tile industry. its
manufacturers are now well di versifi ed
and its comme rcial and financia l institu­
lions strong and vigo rous.

Upto the end of the second World
War. Bombay cove red only abo ut 26
square miles (67 square kilometres) o f
land from Co labu in the South to Mahim
and Sion in the North; tha t is to say. the
ci ty was confined to Bombay islanJ . In
1950 , the city expanded northward with
the inclusion of port ion s of Salse tte is­
land. and by 1957 a number of suburban
mun icipa l town s - includ ing Band ra.
Kurla. Andheri , Juhu and Malad - ami
some villages of Thane were incorpo­
rated into Greater Bom bay. wit h an area
of 169 square miles (434 square kilome­
tres). The metropolitan area has contin­
ued to expand. '

Bom bay is call ed the "Gateway of
Ind ia" beca use most of the vis itors to
India. especia lly before the age of ae ro­
planes. ente re d and made the ir ex it
through th is city, In fact. all the steam­
ers co ming fro m Europe and the Midd le
East touched this port as the first port of
India. It is the most westernized of In­
dia 's cities.

For Catholi cs. Bombay is of special
importance since among all the ci ties of
Ind ia it has the largest conce ntration of
Cat holics. Today there are nearly half a

I: Genera l lntormation about the city
of Bombay

by T.]. JOSEPH

Abbreviations:

ASC = ARCH/VlO SALES/ANa CENTRALE

SPAM = SALES/AN PROVINC/ALARCHIVES. MADRAS

ADBM = ARCHlVES. DON BaSe D. MATUNGA
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the British Isles. East Africa and Aus­
tralia. A large number of Catholics from
Goa ca me to Bombay because of e m­
ploy ment opportunities. In general. the
Catho lics of Bombay had a livel y faith:
they loved to pray and recei ve the sacra­
ments freq uently. Hence many and good
vocations to the priesthood and religious
life could be found among them.'

2: Ent ry uf the Sales ia ns inlo
Bombay,

a) Importance ofstarting a Salesian
house in Bombay.

Severa l of th e a bo ve me n­
tioned factors convinced Mgr. Louis
Mat hias.' the fir st pro vincial of the
Sa lesians in India. of the importance
of starting a Salesian house in Bom­
bay. He had however, another com­
pelling reason . Every year several
gro ups o f Salesians from Europe
used to land in Bombay and occa­

sionally someo ne had also to be repatri­
a red . Be fore th e Salesian s o pe ned a
house in that city, a superior from As­
sam had to go down 10 Bombay at the
arri val of a new gro up from Europe or at
the departure of certa in people. At times
the help o f the Jesuits of Bombay was
sought, bu t then it wasn't always ren­
dered wi llingly . It was ob vious tha t it
wou ld be better and more pr udent, espe­
ciall y in ce rtain cases of repatriation. that
the affa ir be settled within the Family,"

b) Dif]iclllty ofentering into Bombay
In India, until the arri val of th e

Sale sians. there existed what is called
"t he monopoly of the mission s" . Th at is
to say, a religious order or congregation
to which a mission (diocese or archd io­
cese) in India was entrusted would not
allow o ther orders or congregations , es­
pecially those of priests. to enter there.
Th e first to break this monopoly were
the Salesian s. in Calcutta in 1925 and in
Bomhay in 1928.7

c) Double ecclesiastical jurisdiction in

Bombay

Until 1928 Bombay had two bish­
ops: the Archbishop of Bombay (Jesuit)
depending on the Propaganda Fide, and
the Bishop of Daman of the Portuguese
Padroado.BThe former had territorial ju­
risdict ion in Bombay. while the latter had
personal j urisdiction. But as the majority
of the Catholics in Bombay (Goans) were
under the personal jurisd iction o f the
bishop of Daman. he wie lded consider­
able influence in the city, inspite of not
having the tit le o f Bishop of Bombay. As
a res ult of this double j uri sdiction, unt il
1928 there were in Bombay. Churches be­
lo ng ing to the Propaganda and, often
qu i te cl ose to th em, those o f th e
Padroado. Th is rivalry was the cause of
annoyances and co nflicts.

Th e Spanish Jesuit s who had taken
charge of the Archdi ocese o f Bom bay
after the expulsion of the German Jesuits
duri ng the first World War, and especially
Fr. Bertran. the administrator of the arc h­
diocese afte r the resignati on of arch­
bishop Goodier" in 1926, would not have
allowed the Salesians to start a hou se in
Bombay if the deci sion regarding this had
been left 10 them, In fact, in May 1928
when Fr. Hauber." the Superior of the
newly arrived Sa lesia ns at Tardeo. Bom ­
bay, went to pa y his resp ects to Fr .
Bertran. the latter co ntes ted the legiti­
macy of the entrance of the Salesians into
Bombay on the strength of an invitation
from the ord inary of Daman . He bluntly
told Fr. Hauber that the Salesians had to
get the permission of the Propaganda
Fide in order to open a hou se in Bom­
bay. " It is also known that Fr. Benran
reproached Mgr. Xavier, the administra­
tor of Daman. for having permitted the
Salesian s to enter Bombay. " You will see
what trouble they will give us", he see ms
to have remarked,'! Th is opposition to the
entry o f the Salesians was not just a per­
so nal preference of Fr. Bertran, but some­
th ing in general by the Jesuits of Bom ­
bay. We have It fro m the mouth of Arch­
bi shop Joaqu im Lima" himse lf. that the
Je suits of the archdioce se of Bombay
see med to him to be opposed, in princi-

___________________7
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ple, to the starting of houses by the
Salesians in Bombay."

Some years before thi s. on 29
March 1923 to be precise. Mr.
F.A .C.Rebello. l ~ an influential
Mangalorean Catholic of Bombay. wrote
to Mgr. Mathias. the Supe rior of the
Salesians in India. that the Catholics of
Bombay lacked facilities for technical
education and hence would be happy to
have the Salesians establish one such in­
stitution of theirs in or near Bombay,
Rebello assured that he could easily get
the bishop of Daman to send an official
invitation to the Salesians if they would
consider his proposal favourably."

Further correspondence followed.
in the course of which the Salesians were
requested to set up a high school at
Andheri. an agric ultural co lony at
Vikhro li and a tech nical sc hool at
Chembur.

In August of the same year Mgr.
Pera, the Vicar General of Daman in­
formed Mgr. Mathias that his bishop
would be very happy to welcome the
Salesians to his diocese and that the next
time Mgr. Mathias would go to Bombay
the Bishop would like to have him as his
guest. In December 1924. Mgr. Mathias
went down to Bombay and was the guest
of Bishop Jose Pereira of Daman at
Colaba. In the company of the Vicar
General who was extremely friendly, he
was able to visit all the places where a

Salesian work could be started. Bishop
Jose Pereira wrote a long letter to Fr.
Rina ldi . th e Rect or Major of the
Salesians. on 22 July 1925, in which he
exposed the need of the diocese and ear­
nestly requested that some Salesians be
sent to start a high school at Andheri. But
a little later Mgr. Pera returned to Portu­
gal and Bishop Jose died. Everything
came to a standstill. Only Mr. Rebello
continued to write and 10 insist."

d) The Catholic Educational Institute,
Tardeo. Bombay.

The extraordinary visitation of Fr.
Peter Ricaldone to India in 1927 brought
about a decision. In November of that
year. during his return journey to Europe
from East Asia. Mgr. Mathias accompa­
nied him to Bombay. Together with Mr.
Rebello they visited all the places where
there was an offer 10 the Salesians to start
or to take up a work. One of the places
which they examined was the Catholic
Educational Institute of the Immaculate
Conception at Tardeo. which was being
offered to the Salesians. This boarding
high school. functioning always in rented
quarters. had been founded around 1915
by Dr. 1.S. Freitas. a Goan priest. because
there was no other Eng lish teachi ng
school in the city of Bombay. to which
Catholics (mostly Goans) living in up­
country stations or in places overseas, say
Iraq and East Africa. could send their
children for secondary education. It was

A s~ction of 'The Catholic
Educational Institute at the
time of tM transition to th~

Saluian Sociny,1928
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The firs t
Sai esian Community at

Tardeo Castle •
Ma)' / 928.

[mm left 10 right:
Bro. J/lllIghJey,

Fr. Dehlert, Fr. Haub er:
Bm. Devatle,

precisely because it served a definite vi­
tal need which was not met by any other
institution in the city, that the Bombay
Catholic Welfare Organisation (an asso­
ciation of Goans} decided in October
1925 to take over the school from Dr.
Freitas when he was no longer able to
look after it. The acquisition, however,
turned out to be financially burdensome,
as the society was not able to find suit­
able persons to manage the school and
the boarding, A change of management
was imperative if the institution was to
Ilourish.That was the reaso n why the
Salesians were approached."

After visiting all the places which
were being offe red to the Salesians. Fr.
Ricaldone and Mgr. Mathias went to
meet Mgr. Xavier, the administrator of
DOlman. who urged that the Sales ians
should go to Bombay as early as possi­
ble. Fr. Ricaldone left India after author­
izing Mgr. Mathias to negotiate and de­
cide as he thought best in the Lord. In
the mean time. Mgr. Mathias came to
know confident ially that the Padroado
jurisdiction would soon disappear from
Bombay. Realizing that it would be very
difficu lt. if not impossible. to start a
Salesian work in Bombay after that. he
wrote to Mgr. Xevier on 5 December
1927 that the Salesians had in mind to
es tablis h th ree wo rks a t A ndh eri ,
Chcmbur and Vikhroli; but since the high
school at Andheri could not be started at
once, they would avail themselves of the
offer of the Bombay Catholic Welfare

Organization and take over "the Catho­
lie Educational Institute" at Tardeo as a
temporary meas ure. so that later the
school could be transferred to the sub­
urbs with the knowledge of the local con­
ditions. Mgr. Xavier replied on 27 De­
cember, warmly welcoming the Salesians
to his diocese."

Several letters were exchanged af­
ter this. regarding the modality and con­
ditions of the take over. The Salesians
were to have complete liberty of action.
The school with all its furniture. utensils
and appurtenances would belong to them.
with no interference whatever from the
Bombay Catholic Educational Society or
the diocese. The society moreover offered
to give a one-time grant of Rs. 30001- to
the Salesians to tide over the difficulties
of the initial period."

The Salesians agreed to go to Bom­
bay in May 1928. so as to be able to take
over the school before the new scholas­
tic year started in June. The Rector of the
new house would be Fr. Joseph Hauber,
and Fr. Augustine Dehlert" the spiritual
director. Two clerics of the third year of
philoso phy. Michael Oevall e and
William Haughley would be assis tants.
They would leave Shillong on I1 May
and reach Bombay on the 15th.~2

Actually the Sales ians reached
Bombay only on the 16th morning. They
were received very cordially at the rail­
way station by Fr. D' Costa. the secretary
of Mgr. Xavier, and taken to the Bish­
op's Palace at Colaba. On the 18th they
went over to Tardeo and took possession
of the school.23

In the meantime the dailies of5 May
1928 had carried the news that a fresh
agreement between Portugal and the Vati­
can added the city of DOlman to the arch­
diocese of Goa. while the remaining por­
tion of the diocese outside the Portuguese
possession would be added to the arch­
diocese of Bombay. Some days later it
was announced that Fr. Joaquim Lima. a
Jesuit working at Belgaum would be the
new Archbishop of Bombay. As soon as
Mgr. Mathias heard of it. he wrote to him
on 19 May, congratulating him and tell-

... 9
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ing him with the shrewdness of a sea­
soned diplomat that he would find the
Salesians always willing to give him any
help. He told him how at the request of
Bishop Jose Pereim of Daman and later
of Mgr. Xavier and es pec ially of the
Bombay Catho lic Welfare Association.
the Tardeo school had been accep ted by
the Salesians in December and now two
priests and two cle rics were alrea dy
there. Fr. Lima replied on 29 May from
Belgaum expressing his happiness at the
fact that the Salesiuns were already in
the Archd ioce se of Bombay. He also
mentioned about his contacts with the
Salesians in Portugal and how he almost
became a Sale sian there. About three
weeks later. when passing through Bom­
bay on his way to Rome for his episco­
pal ord ination, though very busy. he
managed to find time to pay a visit to
the Salesians at Tardeo."

3. The Sa lesia ns a t Tardeo, Bombay

a) Rectorate of Fr. Hauber

The scho ol reo pened under the
Salesians for the first time on 6 June
1928. Sixty-eight boarders returned af­
ter the holidays. About thirty others were
newly admitted.The total number of stu­
dents in the school was 189. nearly 40
of whom were non-Christians. There
were 13 teachers: 9 gentlemen and 4 la­
dies. Only six of the teachers wereCatho­
lics. the rest being Hindus. Parsecs or
Muslims. Since Fr. Hauber, the rector and
principal. would not be able to be in the
school always. it was decided to appoint
a headmaster who would supervise the
teachers and the teaching. A certain Mr.
Thomas was chosen for the post He took
up the job on I July. "

Fr. Hauber soon found a number of
boarders to be troublesome and of very
little good spiri t. Many of them were
grown-up boys who were used to a very
relaxed time-table. During the October
holidays a copy of the rules to be ob­
served by the boys of the boarding was
sent to the parents. and only those who
agreed to observe them were readmitted

to the boarding . After the holidays only
forty boys returned . There was a better
spirit in the house. but the finances were
seriously strained. With just forty board­

. ers, the expenses of the house could not
be covered. inspite of all the economy
that the communit y practi sed . The
monthly rent of Rs. 620 for the building
weighed heavily on them."

There were. however. also events
wh ic h bro ug ht co nso latio n to th e
Salesians. In January 1929 the strength
of the community rose with the addition
of one brother and two clerics from As­
sam. The brother was to have the super­
vision of the kitchen and the service per­
sonnel. He would also be in charge of
provision s;" An other eve nt whic h
brought cheer to the community was the
success of the spiritual retreat which
ended on Sunday. 3 February. It was or­
ganized for the whole school: boarders.
day-scholars and teachers. Fr. Hauber had
not expected them to do it so well. The
behaviour of the boarders was exemplary
and the day-scholars could not help fol­
lowing their example. On Saturday all
made their confess ion and on Sunday
there was general communion."

The schoo l was always having a
deficit in the first years . Almost every
letter of Fr. Hauber to Mgr. Mathias from
1929 to 193 1 mentions some aspect or
other of this problem. Paying the monthly
rent for the building was a constant worry
for him. Now and then the landlord would
even threaten to evict the school! The fi­
nancial situation became very serious by
June 1929. In spite of hope to the con­
trary. the number of boarders for the new
school year had not increa sed appreci­
ably. The boarders were only 45. That
number was too small to cover the ex­
penses. Fr. Hauber became terribly dis­
couraged and wrote on 28 June to Mgr.
Mathias. who was then in Italy. that the
money which he had in hand would be
over in less than two months and there­
fore. unless he received contrary orders
before the end of July. he would give
notice to all the teachers to leave before
the end of August. He would also ask the
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DON BOSCO HIGH SCHOOL
BOARDERS

Terms

EXTRA CHARGES
Tiffin on school days only a t 11.45 AM.

One cup of milk ..... ith bread Rs. 318 per month

One cup of lea with bread Rs. V- per month
Medical attendance Re. I monthly
SPOJ1Sand Library Rs VS twice a year.

, First Class Boarding:
1) Entrance Fee Ra. 10

Boarding Fee Rs. 30

2) Tuition Fee according to
rate per standard: From Rs. 4 to 8

Second Class Boarding:
1) Entrance Fee.., ... Re. 8

Board ing Fee... ,.. Re. 22

2 ) Tuition Fee according to

rate per standard: From Rs. 4 to 8

Third Class Boarding:
1) Entrance Fee Ra 8

Boardin g Fee Rs. 18

Tuition Fee according to

rate per sta ndard: From Re. 4 to 8

N. B. A limited number will be admitte d at a reduced rate,
who will be required to do some work during their free time.

Rate card attached to

the regulations of the
Institute given to each
boarder at the start cif

the school year.
April 1931

parents 10 take away their children. The
Salesians would leave Bombay at the end
of August. the clerics going to Shillong ,
Fr. Dehlert and Bro Bellani to Madra s,
while he himse lf would go to Turin if
the supe rio rs would all ow him. T he
money req uired fo r all these journeys
would be found by selling all the belong­
ings of the schoo l by publi c auction ! A
week later he wrote the same message
also to Fr. Ricaldone -"

Mgr. Mathias was horrified at the
proposal to close down the hou se and
leave Bombay. He knew full well that if
the Salesians gave up their position in
the city, it would be almost impossibl e
for them 10 get back there. So he replied
at once 10 Fr. Hauber that the Salesians
should remain in Bomba y at any cost.
even if it mean s incu rr ing debts. Fr.
Hauber took the words literally and bor-

rowed Rs. 5000 more from the Arch­
bishop. Together with an earlier loan of
Rs. .:!()(X), there was now a de bt of Rs.
7000 with the Archbishop (loaned for an
inde finite period of time) at 5% inte rest
per ann um. He wrote to Fr. Ricaldone that
he took the loan as the ultimate means 10

keep the Salesians in Bombay. He wanted
Fr. Ricaldone to decide whether they
should carry on like thi s or abandon the
place . He added that the future was by no
means rosy."

Finance was not the only problem
that the Salesians had to face. The stu­
de nts were. on the who le, quite lazy. The
Salesian s had abo lished the stick in the
schoo l. Whe n there is no st ick. the re
should be religion and the sense of duty
which co mes from it. But that was not
there as yet. At the January exam ination
of 1930 many boys failed. Hence it was
decided that every thing should be done
to force the boys in a reasonab le way. 10

do thei r duty. At a meeting of the teach­
ers it was agreed that every teacher would
get his pupils to do their homework regu­
larly. There wo uld be weekly tests and a
monthly test. T hose wh o were weak
would be special ly helped. If the boys did
not do their homework or study their les­
sons. they would be kept back after school
hours and mad e to do what they were
supposed to do. At the end of the school
yea r, in a further effort to raise up the level
of studies, some of the teachers who had
been fou nd 10 be e as y-go ing were
changed."

From I June 1930 the school which
was till then known as 'The Catho lic Edu­
cational Institute" changed it' s name to
Don Bosco High School. Fr. Hauber in
agreement with Mgr. Mathias had asked
the educational authorities in March for
the change of name. The students, we are
told , welcomed the change."

By now the sc hoo l was mak ing a
certain amoun t of progress in studies,
thou gh it was by no means spectacular.
What was more evident was the fact that
there was good spirit amo ng the boys and
still more among the Salesians. In gen­
eral, as seen from the letter of the time.
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there W<l S un ion and much good wil l
among the me mbers of the Sulesian com­
munity."

Th e fina ncial situatio n o f the house
once aga in became critical by January­
February 1931. When Fr. ll auber wrote

10 Mgr. Mathias lamenting abo ut his dif­
ficu lties. he received a rather hard-hit­
ting repl y. He wa s reminded that there
was a ge neral financial crisi s (t he "g reet­
de pression" of the nineteen thirties) . and
the condit ion of Mgr. Mathias wa s worse
than his. He was told that he should ap­
proach the Goan commun ity of Bo mbay

for arranging a meeting of the principal
Goans 10 te ll th em abo ut the state of

things. He co uld pe rha ps speak to the
Pat riarch of Goa and the clergy, mak ing
them awa re that the Salesians were work ­
ing for thei r people. and ob tain a sub­

s idy. Even the Portuguese Governor of
Goa could be approached. There was
on ly o ne thing 10 be done: "to start to

work. 10 m o ve . 10 mak e o u rs el ves
kno wn. You are not Sal esi ans bUI her­
mits at Bombay,"?'

There is no ind ication anywhere in
the sources as to how the crisis was over­
co me . But we know tha t in May of the

same year the Rector bought a set of new
band instrume nts ( 16 instruments) for Rs.
uoo.» Though the chro nicler says that
it was big sacrifices . ye t the very fact that

the Rector dared 10 incur a rather heavy
ex pense like this seems to be a sig n that
the financial positio n was no longe r so
intolera ble.

The hand played at Poona for the
feast of Christ the King on 2·.1-, 25 and 26

October o f that year. All the expenses
were met by the co mmittee in cha rge of
the feast. By November the Band wa s

being invited to seve ral places in Born­
bay. for example to Gloria Church where
the del egate apostolic wa s present for the
feast of ou r Lady of G lory. Fr. Hauber

could say with a certai n amount o f pride :
"Now we are starti ng to ma ke ourselves
heard in Bombay: ' In fact. rig ht from the
beginning the band was thought of as a

good means o f propaganda. On 4 De-

ce mber the band left for Gou. wit h the
Rector and three clerics. to play during
the festivities in co nnection wit h the e x­

position of the body of SI. Francis Xavier,
They made a real hit there. The people

could hardl y beli e..'e that the band play­
ers had less than six months o f practice."

During all these years. clerics in the
period of "practical trai ning" were leach­
ing in'lhe school. This brought with it cer­
la in difficulties. Th ey had no prior leach­
ing experience . Besides. most of them did
not know well the language in which they
had 10 leach . They re mained loo short a
time in Bombay. so that as soon as they
managed 10 ge t some practice. they had
to go back 10 Sh illo ng to start thei r then­
logical stud ies. New ones would co me.
and the problem wo uld start all over again .
Fr. Wollasto n.n the prefect of studies at

Bo m bay in 1932·33. w rote to Mg r.
Mathias that the freq uent change of teac h­
ers was the reason why the students ar­
rived at the higher classes "lacking in the
fundamenta ls o f eve ry kind ofsubject and
acc usto med 10 no one kind of di scipline"
and hence undisciplined."

b) Rectorate of Fr. Iomquisr"

In the afternoon o f I Ap ril 1932 a
teleg ram from Mgr. Mathia s informed Fr.
Hauber that he had been e lected de lega te
of the province to the Ge nera l Chapter and
that he should ge t ready to leave for Italy.
Fr. Tornq uist wou ld succeed him as rec­
tor. Th e new rector reached Bom bay on
the 6th . Five days later Fr. Hauber left for
Europe in the company of Mgr. Matbia s....J

Towards the e nd of the month. the
school gave the publ ic an entenainment
in honour of blessed Don Bosco . The
Angelus.e catho lic j ourn al of Bombay
gave a very appreciative account of it and
of the school:

Once again the end of the schoo l
year has co me for the Don Bosco
High Schoo l. and the Salesians as
usual closed it with a pleasa nt enter­
tainment given on Sund ay. the 24th
A pr il. wh ic h a good ly crowd o f
friends and well- wishe rs at tend ed ...
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"There is always som e­
thing that distinguishes
Salesian activities f rom
oth ers,
- the most is made of the

little at their disposal. and
the whole entertainment
has about it a feeling of
homeliness, which the
f amily spirit of the
Sales ians generates....
The Salesians have I/OW

been f our years in Bombay
and their school at Tardeo
has made and is making
headway notwiths tanding
the fact that beginnings
are al ways hard and that
they are fighting against
hea vy financial odds fo r
these are years of depres­
sion ill every way..."

The Angelus.
"Catholic India", 1931. p. 246

From top to bottom :
The first school pho tograph,
the band conducted by Bro.
Bianchi and the staging of
H The Mills H at the close of
the school year, Apri114,
/931
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There is always something that dis­
tinguishes Salesian activities from
others: the most is made of the lit­
lie at their disposal. and the whole
entertainment had about it a feel­
ing of homeliness. which the fam­
ily spirit of the Sa lesians ge ner­
ates... The Salesians have now been
four years in Bombay and their
school at Tardeo has made and is
making headway notwithstanding
the fact that beginnings are always
hard and tha t they are fig hting
against heavy financial odds. for
these are years of depressio n in
every way,"

Seve ra l pe ople welco med the
change of recto rs and were of the opin­
ion that it was providential for the house.
Among those who were pleased with the
change was the Italian Consul in Bom­
bay. He had been unha ppy with the
somewhat closed and retiring and timid
character of Fr. Hauber, He now started
to visit the house and also to invite Fr.
Tomq uist for dinner, something he had
not dared to do before . In general the
boys were happy that Fr. Hauber was no
longer there . Some of the clerics too
were happy and they even said some­
what 'irreverent' things like: "we are no
longer under the Germans?"

Almost immediately after the new
rector took ove r. there were a num ber of
material improvements in the house and
the schoo l. The entrance of the house.
the chapel. the veranda. the classrooms.
the stairs etc. were painted. The trees in
the midd le of the playground were cu t
dow n and the playground was levelled.
Beautiful lamps were provided for the
chapel. the study-hall and the hall. Many
things we re repaired and others were
bought. for example many indoor games.
The food was improved and the boys
were happy. The number of boarde rs
rose to seventy. The day scholars too
were more than in the previo us year,"

Anot her person who was pleased
with the change of rectors was the in­
spector of schools. He wrote inter alia:
"the school has a new principal in whom

I have much confi dence" . He referred to
the improvements in the buildings and
their cleanliness and noted the grow th of
the school in num bers . But he was still
critical of the low standard of English and
arithmetic . Reading and pronu nciation
too were bad . And he noted that with the
exception of the headmaster. the entire
teaching staff was without training. This
naturally told on their teaching. inspire
of the fact that the religious teachers had
much zeal and enthusiasm..u

Shortly after his arrival Fr. Tornqui st
was able to persuade the owner of the
bui ld ing to reduce the house-rem from
Rs. 620 to Rs. 600 per month. A year later
it was further reduced to Rs. 575. though
thi s last concess ion was only for one
year."

On I April 1932 Archbishop Lima
granted written permission for canoni­
cally erecting a Salesian house in Bom­
bay. In the follow ing January the permis­
sion of the Propaganda Fide and of the
Sacred Congregation for Religious was
obtained and Fr. Ricaldone canonically
erected the house on 7 March 1933.-16

Before even one year of the rector­
ate of Fr. Tornquist was completed. there
were criticisms galore again st him from
almost all the confreres of his house. Fr.
Dehlert was rather critical about the dis­
cipline and assistanc e of the boys and
about the qual ity ofcommunity life in the
house after the arrival of Fr. Tomquist.
The worst misfortune. acco rding to him.
was that the rector did not find time to
meet the boys during recreation beca use
of his large corres po ndence . Cler ic
Mariotta too was critical. He wrote that
there was much disagreement in the
house. espec ially on the question of dis­
cipline. Two other clerics (Dal Zova and
Gatti) even wrote to the prov incia l. with
all due submission and humility. that Fr.
Tomquist should be changed from his
post as Rector because he brought "dis­
honour and discredi t to the Sa lesia ns."
The exercise for a happy death was held
in common only once during the previ­
ous I 1 month s. Th e confe rences pre­
scribed by the rules we re hardly ever
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given. He humiliated the paren ts who
could not pay the fees. For him paymen t
was the most important thing and so he
admitted for matriculation boys who had
been refused selection elsewhere. Fr.
Wollaston. the prefect of studies was
thoroughly dissatisfied. He wrote that the
rector never encouraged anyone. but only
criticized. According to him the rector
was too autocratic. The French classes
which the rector was supposed to take
had become a farce. Often he skipped
them. and when he did take them. the
boys had to wait till he woke up after his
siesta! In the chronicle of the house (w rit ­

ten by Fr. Dehlert) it is stated that the
rector introduced several changes in the
discipline of the house. which turned out
to be hannful to the studies of the boys.~1

The result of the matriculat ion ex­
amination of 1933 was very bad for Don
Boseo School. Out of the eleven students
sent up for the exami nation. only three
passed. Among all the Catholic schools
of Bombay. Don Bosco had the worst
result."

Some imprude nt statements made
by Fr. Tornquist to the press regarding
the starting of technical and agricultural
schools in Bassein by the Salesians irri­
tated Archbishop Lima who had been till
then very friendly to the Salesians. In
order to soothe ruffle d feel ings Mgr.
Mathias ha d to make a disa vo wal
through a letter to the editor. Fr.Tomquist
complained several times in his letter to
Turin that the Archbishop was showing
himself to be cold and that he never vis­
ited the house. not realizing perhaps that
he himself had to bear the blame for an­
tagonizing the Archbishop."

In the course of these years. the ear­
lier plans of the Salesians with regard to
their work in Bombay. underwent much
change. In the instructions which Mgr.
Mathias had given on 10 May 1928 to
the first Sale sians who were to leave
Shi llong soo n. in orde r to proceed to
Bombay. he wrote:

Our work at Tardeo is only tern­
porary.I t is only meant as a prepa-

ration to transfer the high school to
Andheri. So try with prudence and
caution to get as soonas possible the
land needed at Andheri (at least 10
acres) and look out for the means
required to construct the buildings...
We can think of starting the other
works at Chembur and Vikhroli af­
ter we have established ourselves
finnly at Andheri."

In accordance with this instruction
Fr. Hauber visited Andheri several times
in the first months of his stay in Bombay.
Then came the serious financial problems
which made it impossible for Fr. Hauber
to think on such lines. Mgr.Mathias him­
self changed his ideas later. During the
visit of November-Decem ber 1933 he
wrote in the visitation book on 3 Decem­
ber;

I am all the more convinced that
the place where we are (Terdeo} is
the most suitable for us. We are in
the city and yet out of it. It is near
the sea. so we have good breeze. We
should think of buying two plots
from our landlord."

Elsewhere Mgr. Mathia.s went to the
extent of saying that it was providential
that the Salesia ns did not settle down in
the suburbs but were able to remain in
Bombay island. He added they should
never leave the island of Bombay,"

Bro Santana" came to Bombay from
Shi llong in March 1933.Within a few
days of his arriva l a little workshop for
tailors was started in a very modest way.
There was just a room with two sewing
machines. one new and the other second
hand.> Two and a half years later we hear
that the emerprise was not a success. Fr.
Tomquist wrote that he was thinking of
closing it down becau se the workshop
was not getting en ough orde rs . Bro
Santana was an excellent religious but not
a good tailor."

In the new school year 1933·34 the
number of boys in the school and the
boarding increased. The school was full
and in the boarding it became difficult to
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provide suitable accommodation for all.
Some of the boys had to sleep on mats
spread on the floor ~

There was also an important change
in the Sale sian staff. Fr. Haughley" went
to Bombay as Prefect of studies on 7
June 1933. He was sent to take the place
of Fr. Wollaston who left for Shillong
on I July."

It was durin g these years that the
Salesians Cooperators of Bombay began
to be organize d . Frs. Tornquist and
Haughley deserve some of the credit for
this. Most of the Cooperators were from
Girgaum and Cavel . The two most ac­
tive members of the group. Mr. Noel
Kenny and Ms. Eva Fem andes. soo n
became Sale sian religious. Two sons of
cooperators (Oscar Misqui tta and Dennis
Duarte ) beca me aspirants at Tardeo."

A report about the house at Bom­
bay sent by Fr. Cinato'" the Provincia l.
to the Rector Major in July 1934 was
rather disqu ieting. It showed that the
cond itions in the house. instead of im­
proving. were only becoming worse. He
said:

Th ere is little Sale si an spirit
among the boys and little Salesian
method used with the boys. There
is a certain amou nt of general dis­
co ntent among the confreres. It is
above all due to the small amount
of esteem and confidence they have
in the rector. I spoke with each one
individua lly first . and then in com­
mon. trying to make some sugges­
tions to them. But it did not seem
that they were listening to my sug­
gestions very willingly."!

A little later Fr. Ci nato wrote again :
"When we are able to put there a rector
who is really a Salesian. things will go
much better.?" Fr. Tomquist himself ad­
mined in a letter to Fr. Berruti in 1935
that he was not able to be a good rector
beca use he had never been a Salesian
pupil or cleric or catecbist or prefect of
studies or prefect. He felt that he suf­
fered and made others suffer with his
cons tant failure to observe salesi an cus-

terns which he had never known."

Since Fr. Haughley was not keep­
ing well in Bombay. he was transferred
to Tirupauur at the beginning of 1935 and
Fr. Murray (newly arrived from Europe)
was asked to take his place as prefect of
studies in Bombay. He was keen on dis ­
cipline. but was so harsh with everyone
that by the month of April he was no
longer wanted there by the rector. sev­
eral clerics, many teachers and the hoys!
On ly Fr. Dehlen defe nded him . The
teacher of Mathematics in the 8th stand­
ard, a certain Mr. Mathai, prepared a let­
ter of protest against Fr. Murray signed
by many boys of the school. accusing him
of rigorism, enco uragement of espionage
etc . Thi s move had the sympathy of two
clerics."

To make matters worse, the matricu­
lation results of the school in 1935 were
very poor: only two students out of eleven
passed! Almost everyone failed in math­
ematics. There were now attacks (some
of them anonymous) in the press against
the Don Bosco School, but many more
sprang to its de fence. Thu s in the Bom­
bay Sentinel of 25 April there was an
anonymous attack on the Salesian school
by a "Sales ian well -wisher.. who co n­
demned Fr. Mu rray's " tyranny" and
stated that "the preventive system has
degenerated into espionage". Similar at­
tacks appeared also in some other papers.
for example in the Anglo-Lusitano. Ap·
parently a certain G.B.D·Souza. a teacher
who had been sent away from the school.
was the author of these letters . In fact. in
the Anglo-Lusltano of 4 May he signed
his name . He attacked the poor result s
etc. of the schoo l. But the school was
strongly defended by several others. for
example in the Goa Mail of 13 May, in
the A1Ig/o Lusitano of 25 May. in the
Mang/orean of June. in the Goan World
of June and in the Goa Mail of 13 Au­
gust. The last ment ioned said inter alia:

Th e attack agai nst the good
Salesian Fathers conducting the Don
Bosco School has proved a verita ­
ble boomerang and it must be a mat­
ter for no little gratification to the
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Tardeo c.,Ille

Fath ers to find pract ica lly e very
Ca thol ic journal of any importance
stand by them and appreciate the
valuable service they have been ren­
dcring to Catho lic children desp ite
the fa ct tha t th ey are serious ly
handicapped financially."

Because of the poor res ults. the 81h
standard was supp ressed for the school­
year 1935-36 . The boys who had passed
fro m the 7th standard were all weak and
so it was feare d that the resu lts o f the
following year would be as poor as those
of the current year. Th at is why the sup­
pression was done. Besides tak ing th is
precaution. the teacher of mat hematics
was dismissed ."

After the new school year started.
there were once again several letters from
the confreres to the provi ncial co mplai n­
ing about the rector and the prefect of
stud ies .There was a letter even from Mr,
Thomas. the headmaster. say ing that the
schoo l was go ing down because of the

wro ng pol ic ies of the rector a nd Fr .
Murray. Most of the Sale sians on the staff
were d iscouraged. He ended hi s letter
with an impassioned plea to come to their
aid in some way," £

With all these co mplaints reaching
him in quick succession. the provi ncial
must have made some stro ng remarks to
the rector. for we see Fr. Tornquist mak­
ing loud laments in his letter from Vellore
to Fr. Cinato on 2-1.. 25. 26 Jul y. He said
that he was disappointed to see that the
provincial had accepted the words of the
two clerics who wrote to him and not the
words of the rector of the house. So he
was return ing to Bombay sad. He would
not be ab le to direct the hou se any longer.
Hence he would be extremely grateful if
he were allowed to leave for Europe im­
mediately."

In Se p te m be r of the same year
(1935) the prov incial made a long visi ra­
tion of the house of Bombay. which lasted
mor e than a month. He stayed long to
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study the problems of the house, both
interna l and external. It was probably
when he was already in the house that
he received a long letter written by some
boys on Sep tembe r oth, practica lly say­
ing that all the ills in the school were
due to Fr. Murray. The letter spoke of
the poor matricu lation results. the head­
master dissatisfied. the clerics unhappy.
the spies that Fr. Murray was having in
the classes etc. The provincial tried 10
eliminate the di fficultie s between the
rector and some of the confreres of the
house. He succeeded in his efforts only
partially and that too for a short time. In
fact he was conv inced by now that only
a change of the rector would bring a last­
ing remedy,"? As for the othe r major dif­
ficulty in the house. the provincial ca me
to the conclusion that it was caused by
the efforts of Fr. Murray to remove cer­
tain disorders which had take n root in
the community. The inte ntio n of Fr.
Murray was good. but the methods used
by him were very rigid and "more proper
of the repressive system". Besides. cer­
tain angry interventions of his and his
authoritarian ways caused lack ofconfi­
dence in some clerics and amon g the
boys who started some sort of methodic
rebellion. Since at this time Fr. Murray
had trouble with his lungs and needed
medical care in a dry place , it was pos­
sible to give him a transfer without cau s­
ing much hurt."

In October Fr. Cinato had to go to
Europe . He could return to India only in
Apri l 1936.When he came back. he was
accompanied by Fr. Seeber who was to
be the prefect of studies at Bombay,"

As had been agree d earlier. Fr.
Tomquist left Bombay on May 7, 1936.
Since the provincial was not able to find
a suitable person to be appoin ted as rec­
tor immediately. he requested Fr. Dehlert
to he incharge of the house until a more
permanent arrangement could be made."
This situation lasted till February of the
follow ing year. Naturally, there we re
some difficulties in the house becau se
of this arrangement. Fr. Dehlert was the
confessor of the house. and he had to be

a lso acting prefec t and acting rector!
There were, therefore, problems of dis­
cipline and problems for the renewal of
the vow s of the clerics. e tc . But Fr.
Dehlert succeeded in maintaining union
and good spirit in the community and also
improved several things in the running of
the house."

Fr. Candela. the extraordinary visi­
tor to India in 1936-37, performed the
visitation of the house of Bombay from
12 to 19 November 1936. He gives much
valuable informa tion abou t the cond ition
of the house. The school had at that time
three preparatory classes and eight classes
of the high school course. The number of
students had risen to 310, of whom 87
we re boarders. All the boarders were
Catholics. Among the day-scholars there
were 159 Catholics. 32 Parsees. 25 Hin­
dus, 5 Muslims and 2 others. Since the
number of students had increased, the
school was able to manage without in­
curring debts. now it could slowly clear
the earlier debts. The school used to re­
ceive a yearly gran t of Rs. 900 at the be­
ginning , but by the time the report had
been draw n up it had been raised to Rs.
2.600. The diocesan clergy and the Catho­
lic public who had a certain amount of
reservation and diffide nce towards the
Sales ian s a t the beginning had no w
changed their attitude . It could now be
said tha t they liked the Salesians and
hoped for more initiatives from them.
Thuugh they were aware of the problems
that beset the Salesians. they found it hard
to believe (because of their acquaintance
with the Jesuits) that the Salesians were
reall y poor. T here were no t eno ugh
schools in Bombay. and all the people,
whether Cat holics or non-Catholics. pre­
ferred schools directed by the European
religious. So the Salesians would cer­
tainly have enough pupils also in the fu­
ture."

c) Rectorate of Fr. Mascnio

As Fr. Cina to was not able to find in
the southern province a person suitable
to be made rector of Bombay, he appea led
to the superiors in Turin to intervene and
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give him so meone from the province of
north Ind ia wh ic h had man y mo re
Sulesians and more capable ones. After
many d iscussion s and much delay caused
espec ially by the objections of Bishop
Ferrando of Shillong. the superiors asked
Fr. r...Iaschio, the mission superior of
Ch errupunji. to proceed to Bombay. He
reached Bom bay on 20 February 1937
in the co mpany of Fr. Cinato who intro­
duced the new rector to the whole house
and the sc hool. The provincial remained

in th e ho use fo r a
whole month in order
to di scu ss a nd pl a n
with the new rec tor the
future of that house. At
rhe end of his stay he
w rote that he noted
with pleasure and re­
lief how Fr. Ma schio
had started we ll and
tha t he was likely to
fulfil the hopes placed
in him by the superi­
o rs fo r the develop­
ment ofSalesian work
and the promo tion of
good spirit among the
confreres."

Immedi ately af­
ter Fr. Maschi o took
ove r as re ct o r. Fr.
C inato and he we nt
around (0 look for a
suitable place, whe re
the sc hoo l co uld be
es tab l ished pe rma ­

ne nt ly o n a propert y o wne d by the
Salcsian s. Th e rented build ing which
they we re occupying at that time was ab­
so lu te ly ins ufficie nt for the ir need s.
There was no hope of the schoo l making
any progress unless the sale sians bought
the land on which the building stood and
so me more adjacent land and bui lt anew
after destro ying the ex isting build ings.
Th at would cos t them a fabulous amount.
That was why the search for a new place
was started. After much search a fe rmer
cloth mill, called the Impe ria l Mill, be­
longing to the Maharaja of Gwalior and
under the care of' the Wadi as. was found.

1.2 The starting and consolidation of the nrst Salesian work In Bombav

It was situated somewhere between the
railway sta t io ns o f Lo wer Par el and
Maha lakshmi, and hence not very far
from Tardeo. There were severa l so lid
build ings in the co mpound, which could
be eas ily adapted to the needs of a schoo l.
Fr. Berruti, the prefect-general, who was
on his way to Thailand and China as ex­
traordinary visitor, stopped at Bom bay
fo r a few hours on 28 April on orders
from Fr. Ricaldonc, the rector majo r, in
order to examine the Imperial Mill and
to report . He saw the place and wrot e that
he was in favour of buying it. But he ex­
pressly said that he subordina ted his opin­
ion to that of Mgr. Ma thia s who would
go 10 see the place shortly and report to
Fr. Ricaldone . Mg r. Mat hias accompa­
nied by Fr. Cinato reached Bombay on
24 May and stayed there till 27th 10 study
the question. He fou nd tha t the pr ice de­
manded was rather high. His concl usion
was that unless the price ca me down to
four lakhs of rupees, it would be better
to buy land elsewhere and build accord­
ing to the requ irements of a Salesian
sc ho o l, rather th an adapt an exis t ing
structure which would never be fully ac­
cord ing to the needs o f the Sale sians."

Th e search for a p lace, there fo re,
con tinued . Finally. in the month of Au­
gust a good place was found . It was a
large plo t of land having an area of about
60 ,000 square yards. in a locality called
Matunga . situated to the nort h of the city,
but still within the city limits. Land co uld
he bought there rather cheaply from the
mun icipalit y. The plot w hic h the
Salesians intend ed 10 buy was very close
to King 's C ircle and formed part of a
scheme to en large the city. Build ings had
not ye t come up in that area; but two other
areas bordering on it had already been
completely filled with bui ld ings, houses.
shops etc. During the preceding years the
city had ex tended fa st towards this area
and co ntinued to extend, so much so that
one would ge t the impression that one
was close to the centre by large road s and
tram s and buses. So it would be easy for
the day-scholars to reach there. There was
also a railway station in the vicinity. The



gro und was sufficiently level and was
suitable for the foundation of buildings ."

On their way hack to Italy fro m
Calcutta after the visitation o f east Asia.
Frs. Berruti and Candela passed through
Bombay on 10 January 1938. Th ey we nt
to see the plot meant for the new house
and were happy. Th ey prom ised to ex­
ped ite the case as soo n as they would
reach Turi n. On 24 March the general
counci l gave perm ission to buy the land
at Matunga and to take a loan for that
purpose. The permi ssion reached Bom ­
bay on I April. Fr. Maschio now made a
formal request to the municipality for the
land . The sale was approved by it on 16
Jul y. The total cost of the land was Rs.
229.160. A tenth part of it. viz Rs. 22.9 16
was paid together with the req uest. The
ow nership of the propeny was offi cially
passed o n to the Salesians on I Decem ­
ber 1938. but they too k legal possession
of it o nly in April 1939 . 1 ~

In the schoo l year 1937-38 there
was an increase in the num ber of board­
ers. The y we re 96. and all we re rather
young. All avai lable space in the ho use
was occupied. In the next scholastic year
the boarders were more than a hundred.
To acco mmodate the add itional number
a place which till the n served for three
cl asses had to be sacri fice d. T hose
classes would now be held in anothe r
building o n the ot her side o f the road.
taken for a mo nthly rent of Rs. 160 . In
the yea rs that followed . the boarders
wou ld go on increasing as also the day­
scholars. By 1950 there were 250 board ­
ers and 1070 day-scholars."

From 1938 onwards there were
also a few aspirants in the house. Sev­
eral of them later became Salesians and
four we re ordained priests. Th ose who
left the aspirantate after some time. did
find work later as coo perators. The rem­
nant we nt to Tirupattur when the offi­
cial aspirantate of the so uthern province
was started there in Ju ly 1943.llO

Already within a few mont hs afte r
Fr. Maschio becam e rector of the hou se.
the provincial could write to the recto r
major that the house was improving fro m

all po ints of view. In the meanti me there
were also changes and additions to the
Salesian staff. Fr. Seeber. the prefec t of
studies. had to go to Madras and his place
was taken by Fr. Boi ra in June 1937. Fr.
Mariona. a newly o rdained priest . who
had served ea rlier in the hou se as an as ­
sistant. we nt as catechist to the hou se in
October 1939 . This was the fir st time that
Bo mbay had a cutec hist. Another wel­
come addition to the staff was Fr. Tuena.
a new pr iest. who was sen t there in No­
vember 1940 as prefect. Fr. Maschio felt
that after the arrival of Fr. Mari oua the
piety o f the boys made grea t progress.
He did not thin k that the same could be
said about their studies. even though so
much had been done in the past three
years to increase the quantity in the teach­
ing aids in the schoo l and to impro ve the
quality of the teachers. There were cer­
tainly many boy s who co uld do well in
studies. yet did not do so because of lack
of pro per he lp.H e felt that th e house
needed a good prefect ofstudies. Fr. Boira
was excellent for the band and for mu­
sic. but when it ca me to the q uestion of
giving up his siesta. he d id not do it will­
ingly. Wh ile not asking for an immedi ­
ate change. Fr.Masch io ..-anted the pro­
vincial to keep in mind the need of a good
prefect of stud ies . Fr. Ci nato . the provin­
cial. was in Bom bay du ring January-Feb­
ruary 1939 for the visitation of the house .
He took part in the feast of Don Bosco
and was happy to see that the feast was
really a great succe ss. He also realized
that Fr. Maschio was really the right man
for getting the large amount of money that
wo uld be req ui re d fo r bu ild ing th e
schoo l.Wh ile a superficial observer might
ge t th e impressio n that Fr. Maschio
thou ght onl y of ge tt ing money. the pro­
vincial not ed that also all the rest was
going we ll in the hou se. Th ere was good
spirit and in general all had good will."

A t the beg inni ng o f 1940 Fr.
Maschio made a special effort to improve
the level of studies of the boys. He him ­
self went rou nd the classes. examining
the notebooks etc. of the boys... all to give
a push to the stud ies . He felt that both
boys and teachers needed to be prodded .
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After his visit to the classes it was no­
ticed that the boys were studying much
better than before.~ 2

During the novena for the feast of
Don Bosco in 1940 , a special effort was
made (0 make Don Bosco better known
and loved by the boys. The reading in
the church after Mass, the reading in the
refectory. the good night talk. the ser­
mon durin g the novena service. were all
on Don Bosco.

By now the entertainments given by
the Don Bosco School on such days as
the feast of Don Bosco, the feast of the
Assumption etc. had become quite popu­
lar. They were very much appreciated by
the invited guests who came. In August
1937 "a Ca tholic Observer" after de­
scribing the "academy" held on the vigil
of the Assumption. wrote in one of the
journals of Bombay: "this school is do­
ing an exce llent work for our poo rer
Catholics.'>'

Fr. Maschio's first plan was to build
a high school and a tech nical school at
Matunga. The idea of a technical school
aroused the interest of very many peo­
ple. including those at the highest levels
of the government of the Bombay presi­
dency. Several unusual ways of raising
money for the project were devised. For
example. charity da nces were organized,
one of which was held at the Taj Mahal
hotel. The dance was under the patron ­
age of Lady Lurnley, the wife of the gov­
ernor. A committee of voluntary helpe rs
of which Sir Richard Temple was presi­
den t, took charge of everything con­
nected with the dance. More important
than the money which it brought, it made
many more people aware of Don Bosco
and hi s works in Bo mbay. Another
means used was the "Don Bosco Gift
Scheme", under which coupons were
given in rerum for a small donation of
one rupee. Prizes. including a de-lux e
motor-car, were offered to the possessors
of the lucky numbers."

In September 1940 Fr. Maschio was
able to pay Rs. 9'0,000 to the Bombay
municipality for the Matunga property.
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In Oc tober another good amou nt was
paid, so that only one more lakh of ru­
pees was due to the municipality. He was
able to pay so much because of a lottery
organized in a permanent way. The agree­
ment with the municipality at the moment
when the Salesians took possession of the
land was that the whole amount would
be paid in installments within five years.
By paying in advance like this, he spared
the interest to be paid."

Fr. Maschio saw clearly that when
the house of Bombay would be properly
set up, it would be able to maintain the
poor houses of the province. and more
especially the formationhouses. The rea­
son for his confidence was that the peo­
ple ofthe city already liked the Salesians.
Later when the Salesians would make
themselves better known with a decent
house, help would come on a larger scale.
He could also see that the future school
at Matunga would be really full, because
there were so ma ny boy s in that
township.Already at that time many were
enquiring when the Salesians would go
there. He calculated that in the new place
the Salesians could ea sily have 300
boarder s and 800 day-scho lars, since
there was as yet no decen t school in the
area . The fact that also some fathers and
brothers were actually teac hing there
would make the school more attractive.~7

By May 1940 the danger of Italy
enterin g the war on the side of Hitler be­
came serious. In order to make sure that
there would be no danger to the funds of
the house. Fr. Maschio transferred the
bank accounts from his name to those of
Frs. Dehlert and Mariotta. Even after Italy
declared war on the allied powers on June
10. the police authorities in Bombay were
extremely unde rsta nding towards Fr.
Maschio and the other Italian Salesians
of Bombay. They were merely asked not
to leave Bombay island without pennis­
sion , to inform the police commissioner
of their continued presence in Bombay
by writing a letter to him every Thurs­
day, and not to keep ammunition, guns
etc."
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PROVIDENCE TO THE RESCUE
Memories of a "Tardeo Boy "

As an aspirant at Tardeo Cast le in 1939, I remem ber how inexperienced Fr. Maschio as a young priest
was. He had great plans for his boys. Yet he realised that without money he would not be able to see
those dreams turn into reality. So, trustinq in God's providence, and on the strength of the example of
Don Baseo before him, he began beggi ng . At this point of lime God clearly began to reveal his provident
care.

Bra George Xavier Viegas

He sent him an excelle nt helper in the person of George Xavier Viegas.
This young man was one of a batch of employeesretrenched when the
cables and wireless company in which he worked introduced automatic
systems. He joined the novitiate with Fr. Fogl ia as novice master and
after his first profession was posted at Tardeo for his practical training .
He could have lived like a lord but he qave up everything to live with the
Lord. In his diary these lines were discovered: "death is preferable to
losing your vocation".

I used to admire Bro. Viegas . He would be seen sticki ng stamps , writ ing
addresses , going to the post office; jobs that today a peon does . He was
a very jovial man, a man of great sac rifice . I never saw him gett ing an­
gry, never saw him in haste . He never said, "Sorry I have no time for
you." Bro. Viegas worked very hard to get funds, he ran what was know
as the "Don Bosco Donation Scheme" which was a kind of lottery. We
were not allowed to run lotte ries so he used his head and called it a Bro. Viegtu
donation drive. Each ticket used to be a donation receipt and had a
number. With the funds that trickled in he was able to support the boarding at Tardeo and
later to help in the building of the first block at Matunga. He kept a close watch to preve nt tr icksters
gaining Fr. Maschio's confidence for thei r ulterior motives . In fact that year (1938) Fr. Maschio was abo ut
to be arrested for running the lottery and having a public drawi ng of the lucky numbers. Bro. Viegas
warned me about this since I used to ,goon co llection rounds. It was Bro. Viegas who finally came to the
resc ue of Fr. Maschio, thanks to his experie nce and influential circle of friends . Consequently much
money flowed through his hands and yet he lived the life of poverty he professed. He seldom used a car
or a taxi when going to the banks or running errands . It was either by tram, train or bus and, more often
than not, on foot. Having entered as a late vocation he knew the value of money. He combined this life of
frug ality with a wonderful sense of wit and humour.

VVork, VVork, VVork
There was plenty of work to do . Fr. Maschlo at that time had five clerks. The rest of the work was done by
boys and us aspirants; so we did a lot of clerical work , like writing out addresses for the Madonna . We
never looked down upon labour. The house was in a pitiable condition - the doors wou ld groan and creak
and sometimes the windows would tall off. But we car ried on till we got the notice to shift .

Providence:

We truly depended on Providence. Nobody wanted us "urchins". So when the time to leave Tardeo came,
Bro. Viegas went about looking for people who were ready to lease their big bungalows. Finally, he found
a very kind Parsi gentleman who said "Father, I will rent out my building" and he gave us "Hilltop" at
Cumba lla Hill. We stayed there for a year. Meanwhile , Fr. Maschio looked ahead. He had plans for
Matunga. I told him that we had just As. 2000 in the bank and he told me not to worry; that Divine
Providence would com e to our rescue. And Providence did help. I would see peop le come with an enve­
lope and say "Give this to your Rector." Whenever I asked who they were, I was snubbed , "Just hand it
to your Rector, don't be inqu isitive!" So the money came in. I remember sometimes Fr. Maschio used to
be so much in need of money that he'd say, "I need just 500 rupees for stamps." Then Leslie Duarte and
I wou ld get on our cycles and litera lly beq of those bidiwallas and paanwallas who used to sell our lottery
tickets. It was hard but we managed. Comi ng to Matunga was like com ing to the promised land . The
Temple was yet to be built.

Fr. Joseph Vaz
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4. The Interlude a t Cum balla Hill

The owner of Tardeo castle where
the Don Bosco school had been function­
ing all these years. gave notice to the
school on 19 March 1940 to vacate the
premises within 6 months. He had been
negot iating for some time with a film
company to sell all the land and build­
ings to them. The notice meant that the
Salesians would have to quit the place
by the end of September. The first reac­
tion of Fr. Maschio was to think of start­
ing the construction of the new building
at Matunga as early as possible. so as to
have at least a part of the building ready
for the school by September-October. (In
October the boys have Diwati holidays).
In fact. plans for the new building were
seriously studied. Fr. Provi ncial went to
Bombay for the purpose at the end of
March and again in the middle of May,
1\.1r. Gogerly of Calcut ta. the Catholic
architect who had drawn the plans for
the cathedral of Shillcng, was called to
Bombay for some days towards the end
of May. Everything seemed to be in or­
der. but in the end it was decided to stop
the building plans for the time being be­
cause of two reasons. First. some mis­
understand ing arose be twee n Fr.
Maschio and Mr. Gogerly, and the latter
kep i on postponing the making of the
plans. Then there was the uncertainty

caused by the entry of Italy into the war.
So Fr. Maschio had to search for a build­
ing to be taken on rent. It was hard to
find a place suitable for a school. After
much searching. a large building by name
"Hilltop" on Cumballa Hill was found.
The last seven days of Septembe r were
spent in transporting all the things from
Tardeo to Cum balla Hi11.8'1

The provincial was at Bombay for
about a fortnight around the feast of Don
Bcsco in 194 1. Since the rent for the
building at Cumbala Hill was Rs. 1,200
per month . it was eating up much money.
As the contract with the owner would end
on 30 September. it was decided to build
a pa rt of the proposed structure at
Matunga by Septem ber-October. Th e
foundation stone was blessed and laid on
Wednesday. 19 March 194 1 by Arch­
bishop Roberts of Bombay in the pres­
ence of a large number of distinguished
personages of the city. On 15 April (he
building work started in right earnest. The
great efficiency of the contractor and the
large number of men he employed made
it poss ible for the work to progress as­
tonishingly fast. The fact that the Tatas.
beca use of Fr. Maschio' s influence with
Mrs. Tata. agreed to supply the required
amount of steel at the pre-war price was
a great help . By July Fr. Maschio was
feel ing so confident about the finances
that orders were given to build the ground
floor of the second half of the building.
In fact. he hoped to complete the whole
of the second half. with a loan. In this
way the school building would be com­
plete."

Every one in the house. includi ng
the boys. fully backed the efforts of Fr.
Maschio. The boys feh completely one
with the house. In the months from June
to Septembe r 1941 the boys conducted a
campaign of prayers and visits to the
Blessed Sacrament, in order to obtain the
fast continuation of the work on the new
school building at Matunga. The boys
were taken to the site occasionally. Thi s
increased their interest and involvement
through prayer,"
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Sit~ for Don BOJco School.
Matunga

with "11101' hi/f in Iht'
htJckRfrl/wd.

(Thl' If.,..,. tit ' lit' extrt'nll' left

still adorn s the qeodran­

K' t'·)

The fin , steps of the
construction begin as

Khalsa Co llt'!:t'
stands in /Ill/ I t' expectancy

5. The Salesians at Matun~a

The transfer of all the things in the
house fro m Cumballa Hill 10 Matunga
was ca rried out between 27 and 3 1 Oc­
tober 1941. The boys were still in their
ho mes. having ho lidays. The supper of
31 October was taken by the Sulesian
community in the new house. It was diffi­
cult to describe the joy of every one. II
seemed almost like a dream. after 13

years and 5 momhs spent in rented quar­
ters. Telegram s and letters from Sale sians
in many places in Ind ia reached Bombay.
The buildi ng work was not yet com­
plet ed. It would lake another two months
to f ini sh every thing. But some parts were
ready and that was enough for them. All
were happy 10 be there. because " it is ou r
house....,,~

Th e work was co mpleted in eight
mont hs ' lime. and that by itself was al-
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the schoo l bus came by train or tram. All
these means of transport were very clo se
to the school ."

The officia l openi ng of the new
school build ing was fixed for the fea st of
Saint John Bosco on 3 1 January 19·n .
There were very solemn celebrat ions for
several days. Various events were being
commemorated. Besides the inauguration
of the new building. the Salesians were
keepin g the centenary of the ordination
of their fou nder (5 June 1841 ) and the
cen tenary of the begin ning of his work
for boys (8 Dece mber 184 1). The three
national Ca tho lic weeklies of India gave
wide coverage to the events. Archbishop
Rob ert s of Bomba y and the Salesian
Archbishop of Madras (Mgr. Mathias)
presided at various functions which were
spread over four days. Thursday. Janu­
ary 29. was set aside as "Children's Day"
for which children of all Cathol ic schools
in Bombay were invited. The Archbishop
of Madras sa id Mass and addressed the
children . This was fo llowed by a break­
fast for the children and an entertainment.
Friday. Janu ary 30 . pontifica l ve spers
were sung in the afte rnoo n followed by
benediction. Later in the eve ning the
statue of Don Bosco was taken in triumph
throu gh the streets and round King's Cir­
cle on a decorated ca r. The day ended
with an academy. including a playlet il­
lustrating Don Bosco's boyhood. Early
on Sat urday. January 3 1. the Arc hbishop
of Bom bay performed the blessing of the
new building and celebrated Mass. Later
in the morning there was a pontifical High
Mass celebrated by the Arc hbisho p of
Madras. at which the preacher was the
popular Redcmptorist. Fr. Hickey, who
had gone all the way from Bangalore 10

Bom bay for the purpose. He dwe lt espe­
cia lly on the ed ucat ive method of Don
Bosco. About 60 gues ts were present at
a luncheo n given to the clergy of the city
and the suburbs. For the eve ning enter­
tainment more than 1.500 invited guests
were present. On Sunday. February I. a
pontifical High Mass was celebrated by
Archbishop Math ias at Glor ia Church
Byculla . There were also high Masses at

.,.. ........."
' 11 " .

IIKKt a miracle. The design was very sim­
ple. No money was wasted on useless
detai ls. Fr. Maschio kept strictly to the
instructions of the superiors regarding
poverty. ln spite of it. the wor k was very
satisfactory. Archbishop Mathias was
most enthusiastic abou t the new build­
ing. Writ ing to Fr. Cinato from Bombay
on 26 Nove mber. he said that Fr. Maschio
deser ved 10 be deco rated with the high­
est honours of the Salesian congregation
since he has given to it a magnificent in­
stitution worthy of Rom e and Turin. He
said that it was a realizat ion of a dream
of 13years earlier. when he had sent the
first Salesians to Bombay. He called it a
"gigantic work which co mpels the ad­
miration of all who come 10 visit the
school"."

When the school reopened on 19
Novembe r in t he new build ing at
Matunga. it was noted that almost none
of the pupils had left the schoo l because
(Ifdistance. The school bus alone brought
sixty from Tardeo and its neighbourhood .
The schoo l bus was a new service which
had been started abo ut a yea r earl ier
when the school was still at Cumballa
Hill. The boys who did not make use of

-
Front and rear I'i","' of 'he

first b l/iMin1: dllrinR and
ofter COll.ltmctiml K'hkh

today for ms the st'clmdlU)'
_ft' r t ion of thl' Sdwol

-
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The BIIs Service 10 bring the
children 10 Mall lll ga

Msg r. MalhilH wnh the
Mayor of BOil/ay and

Archbishop Roberts
(with cap} and

di stinguished guests at the
inaugura tion ceremo ny.

some othe r imp ortan t
churches of Bombay. The
diocesan clergy gladly co­
operated in the celebration
of the feast of Don Bosco.
We are told that they liked
Don Boseo and his spirit.
O n Sunda y afte rn oon

there was a lunch for distinguished pa­
trons of the institution. Among those
present were the Mayor of Bombay. the
Administrator-General of Bombay and
many munici pa l councillo rs . In the
evening there was a party for the par­
ents of pupils of the school. Altogether.
in spite of inevitable limitations due to
the war. it was a great celebration. The
philosophy circle of the diocesan semi­
nary (directed by Jesuits) wanted to be
associa ted with the centenary celebra­
tions of Don Bosco's ordination. by hold­
ing an academy of experimental psychol­
ogy on the evening of 29 January."

Archbishop Roberts o f Bombay
made a vel)' important remark in his "le t­
ter to the children" in Tile Examiner of
February 7. 1942:

I would like to repeat here what I
said to several audiences at Matunga. that

if the Saleslans never did anything else
in Bombay. they would still have taught
us the lesson most needed by us human
beings for whom the trust of children in
their Father is the condition of being
saved...The new building is a lesson in
stone about the miracles possible to those
who. like SI. John Bosco, became like
little children...It would be difficult to im­
agine any conditions more unfavourable
to Father Maschio than the present ones.
The war. difficulties of staffing. trouble
with materials. their ever rising cost - all
these were treated as just so many chal­
lenges to trust in God in proportion 10
the difficulty. God's answer has been as­
tounding.

The total expenditure for the build­
ing of Don Boseo School. Matunga (the
present high schoo l building) was Rs.
275.367-4-6. Of course. this does not in­
clude the cost of the land. In the meeting
of the provincial council on 28 August
1942. Fr. Cinato. the provincial praised
the house of Bombay for the marvelous
progress which had been made there: its
financial strength in spite of all political
disturbances etc. were so many reasons
for praising the rector and the confreres
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by now he was practically maintaining
the aspirants at Tiru pau ur and also mak­
ing other regular contribu tions for the
need s of the province. We also know that
as won as the war ended in Europe. Fr.
Maschi o sent about Rs. 42.000 in the
name of the province to the superiors in
Turin for their pressing needs."

Th e examinat ion result s of 1943
were even better than those of the previ­
ous year. All the boys sent up by the
schoo l passed. The same thing was re­
pealed in 1945 . On this second occasion.
while communicating the good news to
Fr. Carreno" the provi ncial. Fr. Maschio
wrote:

The chape l Oil the second
flour (110 11 ' converted ;"'0

a /ahoralOrYJ

of Bo mbay and for thanking Divine
Providence."

In the matriculati on examination of
1942 ten out of eleven candidates sent
up by the schoo l passed. It was the best
result so far for the Salcsian school in
Bombay. Certainly. a great improvement
from 1937, when only two out of seve n
passed ! Cleric Dennis Duarte in his let ­
ter to Fr. Cinato on 18 July 1942 could
write: 'The schoo l is in the front rank
of the schools in Bombay, both in liter ­
ary achievements and in the field ofsport
also..:"'"

Under the cap tion "Good Cit izen­
ship in Don Bosco's High School "The
Htustrated Weekly of India" of Su nday.
13 September 1942 wrote among other
things:

Courtesy, a rega rd for others as
a guiding principle in life. and ide­
alism have thei r appeal 10 yout h,
and these qualities are bei ng fos­
tered and admirably exploited by
the priests who run this gra nd in­
srirution.

The article a lso spoke of "this pro­
gressive schoo l. which is now housed in
its ow n s pac ious ne w buil d ing a t
Matunga ..:'

By November 1943 Fr. Maschio
managed to clear all the debts incurred
for buying the land at Matunga and for
raising the new school building. Besides.

The schoo l is coming up. but
much more could be done. Our boys
should also come up for some schol­
arship or other prizes. But this wi ll
be realized more and more when
confreres will be sent to us in larger
numbers and with greater efficiency.
Th is is not out of selfishness: we
want Don Bosco to have a school
which is second to none. and also
an institution which may be in a po­
sition to provide at least partially for
the Province. With 1,000 boys this
year you ca n well understand why
we need more priests.100

Towards the end of 1945. though he
lost Fr. Tuena who was sent as recto r of
Vellore . he was happy to receive three
prie sts: Frs. Giacome llo, Zocc hi and
Eliseo Bianchi. Fr. Giacomello was to be
the new prefect of studies. Fr. Bianchi's
appointment as music master was a big
boos t to the band and the singing in the
house.'?'

In the mean time the num ber of stu­
dents in the schoo l kept on rising. In the
schoo l year 1942·43 the boarders were
120. and the number of pupils. day-scbol­
ars and boarders together, passed the 400
mark . Th e following year the re were
nearly 700 pupils and 176 of these were
boarders. The boarders were 230 in 19.t4·
45 and toge ther with the day-scholars the
total was about 750. In 1945-46 the total
was 935 pupils. of whom 260 were board-
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ers . Fr. Tucna. the prefect. was kept busy
by the crowds of anxious parents who
thronged his office to get their child ren
admitted . The fact that people travelled
fro m far outside the city and we re pre­
pared to wail. sometimes a few hours.
was a pointer to the opinion the public
had formed of the schoo l's efficiency.
Because of the rise in the number of ap­
plication s for admission. the ho use had
to bu ild a temporary shed as refectory
in 1 9~. so that there would be more
space in the main bu ilding for classes. It
was with difficulty that permission was
obtained fro m the government to build
even this tem porary structure. So great
was the sc arcity of bui ld ing ma teria l
because of the war.

In May 194-l there was a tremen­
dous e xplosion in the Bombay docks.
Hundreds of lives were lost and many
build ings we re dest ro yed . Natura lly.
there was a lot of de bris to be remo ved .
Fr. Maschio applied 10 the m ilitary au­
thoriti es and managed to get part of the
debris tran sported free of charge to the
Do n Bosco grounds tu fill up all the low
lying areas. Hundreds and thousands of
lorries were di rected to the Don Bosco
grounds from May till December. The
record was reached in the firs t week of
Decem ber, whe n on a part icular day as
man y as I, I( X) lorri es reached the corn­
pound . Th e drivers of the lorries pre­
ferred 10 go to the Don Bosco grounds

than elsew here. beca use Fr. Maschic was
out there to entertain them with iced wa­
ter. sour limes. sweets and cigare ttes. The
military sent also their bulldo zer to level
th e gro und. Afte r th at th e coolies di d
some levelling and started to plant grass
at the begi nning of the rainy season of
1945. The result of it all was that Don
Bosco schoo l came to have exce llent play
grounds.'?'

To ge nerate mi ssio nary fe rvour
among the boy s. from 194 3 o nwards a
mission fair was o rganized every yea r on
3 December tfeast ofSt. Francis Xavier).
Th e boy s organized it for the purpose of
ra ising funds, to be d istributed afterwards
a mo ng the fathe rs a nd sis ters of th e
Sa lesian missions of India. to enable them
to g ive a treat to their poor children. In
19+t the boys collec ted nearly Rs. 1000.
Several missionari es were given gifts of
Rs. 60 each. In 1946 the amount co llected
was d ivided into 60 equal shares and
sent.'?'

Don Bosco schoo l had once aga in
100% success in the matricu lat ion exami­
na tion of 194 8 and 1950 . Th e number of
boys se nt up in 1948 was 24. All o f them
passed. including one who had written the
last paper with 104 degre es fever. and
afterwards had to spe nd a whole month
with typhoid . Don Bosco 's was the only
schoo l which sec ured 100 % that yea r. In
1950 the number o f boys who went for
the e xamination was thirty-seven.'!"

In the area o f sports too. Don Bosco
Schoo l beg an to do very well from 1945
onward s. That yea r Don Boscc were run ­
ners-up in the schools ' division of the
Harw ood Football League . The newspa­
pers reported that Don Bc sco was "o ne
of the best schoo l co mbinations this sea­
so n" and they "fully merited the second
posit ion. two points ahead of Anto nio de
Souza's. another good side in the compe­
t ition" . Don Bosco's hockey tea m won
the top honours in the School's Hockey
League in January 1946 when they beat
St. Sebastian's High School. In July 1949
the Don Bosco team claimed top place in
the Harwood Football League. beating St.
Mary's.
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be limited to the
confines ofa cfaumo m"

On this occasion.congratulatory let·
rcrs were received from several persons
in authority, including Bishop Gracias
from Bombay. Don Bosco High School
heat SI. Xaviers High School by four
goals to nil in the inter-school football
final on 18 August 1950 and won the
Ahmed Sailor Cup which had eluded
them in the previous three years. In Sep­
tembe r 1950 the smaller boys of Don
Boscc School beat SI. Mary' s High
School in the finals of the Turner Me­
morial Cup Football Tourname nt for Ju­
venilcs.'?' When Don Boscos won the
Tata Shield for Seniors. with an aggre­
gale of 46 points, in the annual athletic
sports of the Bombay High Schools Ath­
letic Associat ion at the Bruboume Sta­
dium on 19 January 1951. the FreePress
Bulletin of 22nd " Tote:

.... which institution (i .e. Don
Bosco School) is slowly taking the
place of the old SI. Mary's and SI.
Xaviers who dom inated school
sports in every branch a decade ago.
The fathers of Don Bosco School are
to be congratulated for-the fine work
they are doing for the advancement
of sport in their school.

Fr. Mantovani reached Bombay in
June 1948 as the Catechist of the house.
According to the chronicler. after the
coming of Fr. Mantovani the sodalities.
the feasts, the novcnas. the church func­
tions etc. were going much better than be­
fore. After long preparat ion and much
work, a Marian congress and exhibition
were held in the school on 27. 28 Decem­
ber 1948. It was organized on the occa­
sion of the eightieth anniversary of the
consecration of the Basilica of Mary Help
of Christians at Turin . The moving force
behind the congress and exhibition was
Fr. Mantovani.The Provincial went from
Madras to make the occasion more sol­
emn . The visitors to the exhibition were
struck by the wealth of Marian informa­
tion it obtained."?

In 1949 Fr. Maschio began prepare­
tion for constructing the seco nd block
(identical with the first) of Don Bosco.
Matunga. ln early January 1950 about 100
workers were in action. The digging and
construction of the foundation had begun.
On 31 January after celebrating Mass in
the school chapel. Bishop Gracias went
with cope and mitre to bless the founda­
tion stone of the new building. Progress
of the work was somewhat slow because
of the difficulty of obtaining building ma­
terials. The building was completed by
the end of 195J. Though more than Rs.
500.000 had been spent there were no
debts.t'"

Every year the feast of Don Bosco
was celebrated very solemnly in the
school. For lunch the Bishop or Arch­
bishop) and about 25 to 50 of the clergy
of Bombay would come. In 1951 during
the festive lunch the new Archbishop of
Bombay (Mgr. Gracias) listened to Fr.
Maschio speak about how Providence had
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helped the Salesians to achieve so far and
about his future plans. The Archbi shop
then replied pra ising Fr. Maschio's se­
renity and fa i th an d sa id that soon
Matunga would become a Salesian quar­
ter. He ended his speech wishing that the
Salesians not only carry out their plans
in Matunga but throughout Bombay as
well .

•
The school hand •.",

1942

:-;OTES

1 Cf The Nt'w Encvciopoedia Brinmnica.
M<lCnll ",elJia. Ill. Ch icago. Helen Heming.....ay
Benton 1974. pp. 13- 15.

1 According to the a rchdiocesan sources.
in 1937lhe Catholic population of Bombay and
its suburbs. including Bassein. was 129.356;
that of Bombay Island alone was 61.357.

J According 10 the census of India. in 192 1
the population of Bomhay .....as 1.244 ,934 and
in 193 1 it was 1.268 .306.

• Cf ASC. F 407 Osservazion i su Born­
OOy-1936. by Fr. Candela . extraordinary vis i­
tor to the Sa1csian provinces of India in 1936­
37.

~ Loui ... ~ I alhias , born in Paris, of AIsa­
tian pare ntage on 20 July 1887. lost both par ­
ents by December 1899 . He made his novni­
ale and first profession at San Orcgono (S ic­
ily) in May 1905. He was ordained a priest on
20 July 1913. h was when he was Rector at
Pedara tha t he was chosen to head the firsl
Sale ...ian missionary expedino u to Assam. He

reached Shillong on 13 January 1922. In De­
cembe r of the same year he wa.. o rdained
Bisbop otthe new ly erected diocese of Shi llong.
When Archbishop Medcrlet of Madras died .
Bishop Marhia s was transferred to that impor ­
tant see in 11)35. The archdiocese of Madras
and the diocese of Mylaporewere united to fonn
the new archd iocese of Madras-Mylapore in
1952 and Mgr. Mathias became us first Arch­
bishop in November of the same year. He died
at Leg nano on 3 AugU,>l 1965. He was the firs l

Salesian provincial of India and continued to
hold that office till 1934. He was easi ly one of
the greatest of the prelates of the church in In­
dia in the twentieth century.

• SPA M, Bombay ( fCJ2J ·.B) Mgr. L.
Mathia s. Note confideniiali sulle orig ini
dett'tsuuuo Solsiano ill Bombay. p. I . Thi s is a
typed ma nusc ript signed by him and da ted
October 15. 1936. Madras.

71biJ

• Padroodo is the Portuguese word which
means patro nage . In the 15th and 16th cent u­
ries the kings of Port ugal were granted by the
Holy See very extensive righl '" of patronage
over the church in the land.. over which they
wou ld gain control. This was done in view of
the zeal which the Portuguese kings had shown
in spread ing the faith and seeing 10 the needs of
the church in thos e lands. In the fo llowin g cen­
turies these rights had to he increasingly cur­
tailed. as Portuga l lost he r power and became
unable to maintain her obligations.

• Alban Goodier. Archbishop and spiri tual
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writer, was bum in Lanca...hire. England . on I~

April 1869. He became a Jesuit in 1887 and
was ordained in 1903. Durin g the first World
War he wa... sent to Bom bay 10 ma nage the cri­
si... at St. Xavier's Co llege. caused b)" the ex ­
pulsion of the German Jesuits. He was ap­
pointed Archbi...hop of Bombay in 1919. The
adm inistration of the Poona Diocese was added
to his re-ponsibitities in 192~ . Tho ugh he was
much lovedby the peoplefor his practical chari ­
ties , the thorny pulitico-r eli gfous situa tio n
weig hed heavily on his sensitive nature. He
resigned his sce and wen t hac k to England in
1926. The last years of his life were spent in
wnnng scholarly works. He died on 13 March
1939.

10 Joseph Hauber was horn at Zabern (AI­
sacej on 2January 1878. He became a Salestan
in IIJ08 and a priest in 1915 and though al­
ready in his mid fort ies. vo lunteered to join the
first Sajesia n mis...ionary exped ition to Assam
in 1921-22 . He worked at ...omc place... in north­
east India and then at Mylapore in sout h India.
Fro m there he was sent 10 Bom bay in May 1928
10 start the fir st salesian wor k in the c ity. From
Bom bay he rctu med tc north-east India in 1932.
He died (If ca ncer at Shillong on 2 1 October
19~6.

11 er SPA:-.t Bombov (/ 913· .o} lette r
Hauber-Mathia... 17.5.28: ADBM.Chronid e I.
entry 17.5.28

I ~ Cf SPAM. Bom ba y 191.1-33 teuer
Hanbcr-Mathias 11.7.28

IJ Joaquirn Rod riguez Lima was Arc h­
bishop of Bombay from 1928 to 1936. As a
diocesan priest in Portu gal he knew well sev­
eral Sulc sl.m like Frs. Surera. Cog lio lo and
Maffini. Late r he joi ned the Society of Jesus
and came to India. It was when he was work­
ing OIl Belgaum thal he was nominated Arch­
bishop of Bombay. He was friendly and help­
fulto rhe f irsr Salesian s in thal city . He died in
Belgaum on 2 1 July 1936.

,~ C f ASC. F ~07 lett er Torn a sen i­
Ricaldone 6.12.28. In this tene r Fr. Tomesent
was conv eying 10 Fr. Ricaldone the gist of the
conversation between him and the newly or­
dai ned Archbishop Lim a dur ing a private au­
dience at the Gen era late of (he Jesuits ,

San taCru z and Ch embu r and for the
~Iangaloreans 31Andberi.These were neea sue­
cc"... .

16 C f ASC. F -W7lctter Rebello-very Rev.
Fr. Mathias 29.3.23. Rehello had an axe to grind!
he wa nted 10 make use of the Sale sians for his
own purposes of land speculation. Peop le wou ld
buy land in lhe suburbs of Bombay. where he
had set up co-operative housing societies. only
if he could get the Sale-inns or anyone else to
open schoo ls chapels, CIC.

" Cf ABDM. Chronicle 1 p. I (In the first
three pages there is all introduction 10the chroni­
cle . writte n by Mgr. Marhias. the provincial. on
10.5 .28, giving a brief history of the event...
which led 10 the stan ing of the firsr Salesian
hou se in Bombay ). ASC, F 178 lette r Malhias­
Rinald i 18.8.1925: SPA~1. Bombay (1 913-33)
several pape rs at the begi nning.

••Cf ADB~I . Chronide 1 pp. 1-2: sec also
the c uuings stuck at the beginning of the Chroni­
cle . from the AIIgel11J of 1928 (pp 7~5·6) con­
tain ing the "F ifth Report". 1926 -28 of the Bom ­
bay Catholic Welfare Organisation.

19 Cf ADB~1. Chronicle 1 pp 2-3: SPAtl.1,
Bombay ( 1923-3.t Jletter (copy ) Marbias-Xavicr
5.12.27 : letter Xa vier -Mathi av 27.12.27

~ Cf SPA1\.1. Bombav (/ 9ZJ-33J leuer
(co py) Malhias-Xa\'ie r 23 .2.28 lener Xevier­
~lathia<; 12.3.28: leuer Soares-Xavier 10.3.28

~l Augustine Dehlert . born in warmia. Po­
land in 1888. becam e a Salcsian in 1910 and
was ord ained a priest ar Turin in 1922. He opted
for the missions ami was semro Tanjore, India.
where he reac hed in November ofthe same year.
He became Rector of the orp hanage at the end
of Apri l 1928. He was sent with Fr. Hauber to
start a new Salesian house at Tardeo . Bombay.
He remained in Bombay till his death on 5 De­
cember 1958 at the age of 70.

:: Cf ADBM.Chn micle 1 p. 3: ASC. F-W7
letter (copy) ~lalhias-Xa\' ier 1204.28: SPA1\.1,
Bom bay ( 192J-33} letter Xavier-M athias
n .·U8

1) Cf ADBM. Chronicle I. entries 16.5.28
ASC. F 4-07 letter Hau ber-Ricaldone 20.7.28.

, ~ F.A.C.R ebcl1o. a Mangalore an Catho­
lic settled in Bombay. was chairma n of the All
India Catho lics Conference in 1923. He had
occupied the high office of the deputy account­
ant general o f the Bomhay presidency. He
starte d hou sing soc iet ies for the Goans at

.. Cf SPAM. Rom/my ( / 923.33) letters
(co py) Marhias-Lim a 19.5.28 ; Lima-Mathias
29 .5.28: Hauber-Ma thia s 22.6.28 .

;-, Cf ADB~t. Chronicle I. entri es 6.6.28:
19.6.28
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- crA DBM,Chronicle t.entries 19.6.2K:
9. 11.28 : ASC . F 407 letter Haubcr-Ricaldcn c
7.12.2K.

v Cf ADB~t. Chronicle l , entry 19.1.29 .
The brother was Carlo Bellani. Auilio Co lu"i
and Giuliano Cucchi were the IwO cle rics.

!I er SPA~1. Bombay (/923-33) lene r
Hauber-Mathias 3.2.29.

!'O Cr SPA.\t. Bombay (1923-33) lett ers
Hanber-Mn hias 10.5.29 : Hcuber-Bars (ac t ing
provincial) 13.5.29 : Hanber-Mathias 20.6.29 :
Hauber-xtarhias 28.6.29: ASC. F 407 letter
Hauber-Ricaloone 6.7.29 : 19.7.29.

JO er SPA~1. Bombay (/9Z3 -.l3) le tter
Hauber-Mathias 23.8.29 : Hauher-Bars 3 I .7:~J :

Muthiu s 2 1.5.31 .

1Il Cf ADBM. Chr onicle t, emues from
26.9.31 10 9.12.31 : S PA~t. Somba.,· (/ 923-33)
leuers Hauber-Marhias 6.11.3 1: 10.12 .3 1.

\1 Dou glas Jose ph Woltaston .... as born in
Dec ember 1902 al Akyab. Burma. He did his
studi es brilharuly and became a teacher at SI.
Edmund's Shillong in 1922. Ho: \l.a.s the first 10

joi n the Sa lesian s from Assam. He did his no­
vitiate and philosophical !>tudies in Shillong. For
Theology he was sent to Crocena in 1927. He
returned to India as a priest in November 1931.
He was sent 10 Bombay as Prefect of studies
and he IOoL. charge on 2 February 1932. In July
of the follow ing year he left Bom bay and went
to Shillong. Subsequent ly he worked at a
number of places in eastern and north-eastern

32

ASC, F 407 lellers Haubcr-Ricakl onc 19.7.21};
26,7.29.

J l Cf ADBM. Chronicte t. entries 22.1.30;
1.6.30

n Cf ADB~t. Chronicle t. entries ~1ay .

June 1930: SPA~1. Bombay (/923-33) letters
Hauber-Mathias 24.3.30: 5.5 .30: 25.5.30.

JJ erASC. F 178 1elter Mathias-Ricaldo ne
19.3 .30; SPA~1. Bombay (/923-33) letters
Hauber-Mathias 22.36.30: 20.8.30.

J.I SPA!\.1. Bom ba y ( / 923· 33 1 letter
xtathias-Hauber 19.1.31 : eralso ASC. F ~()7

lener Hauber-Ricaldone 20.2.31.

J~ erAD B!\.1. Chronicl(' I, entry I·U.31:
SPA~I . Bombay (/923-33) letter Haube r-

India , Beginning from 1952 he W<lS for seven
years princ ipa l o f SI. Anthony' s College.
Shillong . HoO' died at Shillong on 17 January
1979 at the agc of 76.

J. Cf ADBM. Chronicle I. entry 1 ~ . 5 . 3 1 :

5 PAM. Bombay ( I CJ32-33-3.J) lette r w cllaston ­
Malhias 27.2.32.

,. Adolph Tomqursr was bo,n at Buenos
Aires un " December 1887. His fathe r was of
Swedish origin. his mother a Ge rman . The fam ­
ily was very rich . Adulph had muc h of his edu ­
cation abroad and so. besides his own native
Spanish. he: kne..... Engli sh and French well . He
decided tu become a priest and did his semi ­
nary sludies in the U.5. A. In 1920 he \I.-as or­
daincd a priest. Two years later be became a
Salecian and was appointed secretary 10 Cardi­
nal Ccg tierio . He made large donations 10
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I . entry 26.5.3 3.

.. Cf ASC , F 407 letter
Tomquist-Berruti 8.9.34.

49 Cf A SC , F 407 le tt e rs
Tornqui st-Ric a ldo ne 16 .12.33:
Tomquist-Berruti 2S.3.34 .

se Cf SPA M, copy-boo k for
provincial and extrao rdinary visi­
tations (BombayJ. pp 5-6.

~l Ibid.

~2 Cf SPM1. Bombay (1923-
33) Mgr. L. Marntas, Note
confide nriali sulle origini
dell 'lstinuo Salesiano in Bombay,
p4.

Class ill session ill /he new
classrooms

Sales ian work s in severa l countries. In 1929
he started to visit the mis sions of Asia. He was
back in Europe in 19 31. Meanwhile he had been
so enamo ured of Asia that he requested to be
sent to India, where his know ledge of English
wo uld be useful. Mlgr. Mathias appointed him
provi ncial economer. In April 1932 he was
made Rector of Bombay. He remai ned here till
May 1936 and then retu rned to his own coun­
try after spending some time in Italy. He die d
at Alta Gracia. Argentina on 20 April 197 1 at
the age of 83.

-I(l erADBM . Chronicle I, entries 1.4.32
to 11.4.32.

5J Laureno Santana was born in Spain on
17.11.1871 . He became a Salesian in his own
country. He was the oldes t member of the first
bat ch of Sa lesian mis sionaries who went to
Assam in 192 1-22. After working in Shi llong
for more than eleven yea rs he was sent to Bom­
bay in March 1933 and remained there ti ll his
death on 1.1.1943, a faithfu l religious.

54 Cf ADBM, Chronicle I , entries IS.3.33.
and 24 .3.33 .

55 Cf ASC , F 186 lette r Tomquist -Berruti
3 1.8.35

~ j Cf ADBM, Chronicle I. see the page
from Angelus stuck on the page facing May
1932.

42 Cf SPAM , Rombay (1932-33-34) letter
Dal Zovo-Mathi as 21.7 .32.

4.' Ibid. - Cfa lso ADB M, Chron icle I, sev­
era l entries in May, June and July 1932.

.... C l" ASC, F 4'07copy of the report of the
inspector of Europe an schoo ls, August 1932.

•~ Cf AD Bfvt, Chronicle I, entries 7.S.32:
IS.6.33.

~ Cf ADBM , Chronic te I. entries 6.6 .33:
IS.6 .33.

51 Will iam Haughey was born at Glasgo w
on 28 May 1908. He made his novitiate in Eng­
land and came to India in 1926. He did his philo­
sophical studies at Shillong and then was sent
to Bombay as assistant of the boy s in May 1928.
After his theo logy at Shillong, he was ordained
a priest in Apri l 1933 and returned 10 Bombay
as prefect of studies . Due to ill hea lth, he was
transferred 10 Tiru panur. Ulti matel y he had to
go back to Eng land. He died at Balisdon on
12.11.1984 at the age of 76.

5J< cr ADBM. Chronicle I. entries 7.6.33:
1.7.33.

.... Cf ASC , F 407 documents Lima 1.4.32 :
Propagan da 16 . 1. 33 : S.c. fo r Re l ig io us
3 1.1.33 .: Ricaldone 7.3.33 .

47 Cf SPAM, Bom bay ( 1932-33-34JIctters
Dehl ert-Mathia s 20.2.33: Mariotta-Mathia s
18.7.33; Dal Zova & Gatt i-Mat hias 10.3.33:
Wollaston -Ma thia s 6.4. 13 : ADB\1, Chronic le

Yl erSPAM, No. 202S ; Salesian Co-opera­
tors "Report of wor k done by the Association
of SalestanCo-operator s of Bombay from 1932
to 1935".

eo Fr. Eli g ius C inato wa s born at
Sant'Ambrogio, Italy on 2 1 July 1898. He was
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already 25 whe n he reached India in Decem­
ber 1923 to start his novitiate with the first
batc h of novice s at Shillong. He was ordai ned
a priest on 20 July 1930. It was when he was
superior of the mission of Raliang that in March
1933 he was appointed vice provincial of South
India. In the follow ing year the Sout h becam e
comple tely autonomous and he was made Pro­
vincial. he continued to be the Provin cial or
south India till February 1945, though from the
beginni ng of 1943 onwa rds he was not in the
province but in th e inte rn me nt ca mp at
Dehradun. In March 1945 he was sent as Vicar
Ge neral of Krishnagarh diocese. Disagree­
ment s with Bishop Morrow obliged him to go
to Italy after abou t two years. After a few years
of stay in Italy he returned to North India. It
was when he was superior of the mission of
Che rrapunji tha t he died on 15 Jan uary 1964.

61 er ASC , F 1861ctter Cinaro-Ricaldonc
14.7.34 .

62 Cf SPAM, FT. Ricaldone & Fr. Cm atc
( 1933- 4 1) letter Cinato-Ricaldone 16.9.34 .

6J er ASC, F 186 1elter Tomquist-Berrut i
12.2.35.

"'" Cf AD BM, Chronicle t. entries 7. 1.35;
23.4 ,35 ; SPAM , Bombay ( 193-1 . 35) Ca.w
Sotesiano letter Tornqui st-Cinato [0 .4.35;
17.4 .35 ; Mu rray-Cinato 10 .4 .35 ; Dehlcrt­
Cinato 14.4.35.

MCf ADB M ,Chronicle I. entries 23.4.35 ;
those of May 19 35.

66 Cf ADBM, Chronicle /, entry 9.6. 35.

67 Cf SPA M , Bo mbay / 934-35 Casu
Salesiana lette rs Mario tt a-C inato 15.6 .35 :
10.7.35:Thomas-Cin ato 26.6.35 ; Bellani-Cinalo
13.7.35; Santana-Ci nuto 14 .7.35.

. , Cf S PAM. Bombay ( / 934-35) Cam
Snlestnna le tte r To rnqu ist -C ina to 24, 25,
26.7.35.

(>9 Cf ADBM Chronicle 1 entries of Sept.
1935 : SPAM, Bomba y (1934-35 ) Coso
Satesiano letter some boys-Cinato 6.9.35; ASC ,
F 186 letter Cinato- Berrut i 8.9 .35.

JO Cf SPAM, V isitation Book, Bombay re­
port of provincia l 22.9.35; Fr. Cinato to Mgr.
Ma thia s ( 1933-36) letter Cinato-Marhias un ­
dated, but wr itten a little aft e r he received
Mathias' letter of 8.9 .35.

11 Cf ADB M. Chronicle I. entry 8.4.36.

rz er SPAM, Fr. Ricaldon e & Fr. Cinato
(1 933-4 1) le tter (c opy ) Cinato -Ricaldon e
25.4 .36:Bombay (1935-36) Casa Salesimlll let­
ters Dehlen -Cinato 8.5.36: 27.5.36: ASC, F 186
lette r Cinato-Ricaldone 17.6.36.

7J Cf ASC, 186 letter Cinaro-Ricatdone
8.10.36: F 188 Report of Fr. Candela. ext raor ­
dinary visitor, on the house of Bombay in No­
vember 1936.

J,j Cf ADBM . Chronicle I. entry 12.11.36;
ASC, F 407 Osservazroni su Bombay - 1936.

•
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The hockey team \\ i lil
(l . to I:) Fr. Giacom d lo.

Fr. Maschio and
Fr. .los Menezes • 1946

by Fr. Candela : F 188 Report of Fr. Candela
durin g the extraordinary visitation.

7l Cf ASC, F 176 typed copy of Crmwca
del/a Min im /(' Salesianu in A .Ham . p .JOY;
ADB~I , Chronicle I. entry 20.2 .37; SPAM,
vniiotion Book: Bombay entry 22.3.37 .

16 Cf AOB M. Chronicle I. entries 7.3.37 ;
28A.37; 24.5 .37; SPAM. Fr. Berruti & Fr.
Cinat o ( 11) .12-4 0 ) le tter (copy) Bcruui­
Ricald onc 29.4 .37; ASC , F 40 7 Berrut i­
Ricaldone 29.4.37; Mathias-Ricaldonc on feast
of Mary Help of chrisuuns 1937; F 187lclter
(copy) Murhius-Ricaldone on feast of Mary
Help of Christ ians.

77 er ASC. F 189lcller Cinato-Ricaldone

17 8.37; SPAt-I. Fr. Ricaldone and Fr. Cin ato
( 193 3-4 1) letter (copy) C inato-Ricald one
24.8 .37 ; co py o f unda ted paper entitled
"Proposta per la com pera di un terrenc cili a '
di Bombay per stabilirv i la casa salesiana su
terrc no nost ra"

"" Cf ADBM, Chronicle I, entries 10.1.38;
1.4,38; SPAM, Fr. Moschio & House ofBorn­
bav ( 193 8) lette rs Maschio-Provincial 1.4.38;
5.4.38; 30.7,38 ; 1.12.38.

19 Cf ADBM, Chronicle I, entries 4.6.37;
June 1938; ASC, F 407 see yearly statistics
sent 10 Tur in.

R" Cf ADBM. Chronicle I, entry Scprem­
bcr 1938 (additional sheet) ASC , F 407 letter
Maschio-Ricaldon e 10.6.39.

•, Cf ASC , F 189lellers Cinaro-Ricaldonc
17.1U 7; 19.2.39 : ADBM, Chron icle I , entries
26 .6 .37; 30.6 .37 ; 13. 10.39; SPAM, Don
stasch io & C U l l Bombay ( 19 39 ) le tte r
Mascbio-Ciuato 21.12 .39; ADBM, Chron icle

/I , en try 17.11.40.

&, Cf SPAM, Comspondenm Bombay 1940
le tters Maschio-C inato 11.1.40; 17.1.40 ;
2\, 1.40.

~.l Cf SPAI\.I ,Comspondcnm Bombay 1940
letter Ma schio -Cin aro 21.1.40.

""Cf ADBM, Chronicle l entry 15.8.37 and
passim.

~~ er Evening Ne .....s of India, March 15,
1939; ADBM, Chronicle 1entry 3.2.39; SPAM,
Don Maschi o e Cas u Bombay 1939 letter
Maschio -Cinato 6.3 .39.

AA Cf ADBM . Chronicle 11, entries 16.9.40;
18.10.40; SPAM, Corrisponden:a Bombay
/940 tenor Masc hio-Cinato 17.9.40; 2 1.9.40 ;
ASC, F 407 letter Maschio-R icald one 28.10.40 .

~ 7 C f ASC , F 407 teu ers Maschio ­
Ricaldone 9.4.40 ; Maschio-Candela 9.4.40.

" CrSPAM, Corrispondenia Bombay /940
letters Masch io-Clnaro 16.5.40; 16.6.40.

&9 Cf ASC, F 407 letter Cinato-Ricaldone
3.4.40; Maschio-Ricald onc 9.4.40 ; 28 .10.40;
SPAM, Corrispondema Bombay 1940 letters
Maschto-Ctnatc 2.4.40; 3.4.40; 6.4.40; 18.5.40 ;
28.4 .40 ; ADBI\.I, Chronicle 1 entr ies 19 to
24.3.40; 20 top 31.5.40; Chronicle /I , 24 to
30.9.40.

90 Cf ASC , F 407 lett ers Maschio ­
Ricaldone 12.2.41 ; 29.4.41; 30.5.4 1 SPAM ,
Corrispondenza Bomhay ( / 941)- 1 le tt e rs
Masch io-C inat o 7.4.4 1; 10 .4 .4 1.; AB DM ,
Chronicle 11, entry 31.7.4 1.

9' Cf ADBM , Chronicle 11, entries 8.6.4 1;
20.7.4 1 first days of Sept. 4 1.

9, Cf ADBM, Chronicle /I , entries 27 to
3 1.10.4 1; SPAM, Bombay ( 1941)-/l letlers
Maschio-Cinato 31.10.4 1; 4. 11.41.

9.' CfSPAM . Mgr. Minhias tu Fr. Cmoto &
Fr. Corrcno (1941 .43) letter Mathias-Ci nato
26 .11.41; ASC, F 407 letter Maschio-Redaelli
(recto r of Lugano, and through him 10 Fr.
Ricaldone) 24.2.42 .

9 4 Cf ADBM, Chronic le JI, entries
19.11.4 1; 6.11.40.

9\ Cf ADBM, Chro nicle /I entry 31.1.42.
See also The Exmni/ler7 .2,42; The New Leader
15.2.42; The Herald 22.2.42; SPAM, Bomb ay
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/942 (January to June) letters Maschio-Cinato
23. 1.42; 29. 1.42; ASC. F 40 7 letter Maschio ­
Rcdaelf 24.2.42.

(1945 January to JUlle ) letter Maschto­
Carrenbo 5.6.45.

-cr SPAl\.l Bombay Corr is-pondenia /94/
letter copy Cinato- Maschio 18.9.42; Book ofMin.
ules of lite Provincial Council MI'etil/gs (/936-67)

" 36.

IQl Cf ADBM, Chroni cle 11. entrie s
17.11.45 ; 26 .11.45 ; 4. 12.45; 13. 12.45 ;
15.8.46; SPAM Bombay (1945 June 10De­
cember) letter Maschio-Carreno 17.11.45.

//I,ent ry

•
10'1 Cf ADBM. Chronicle

31.5.51

M CfS PAl\l, Bombay /946-47-48Iel­
ter Maschio-Ca rreno 5.6.48;Bombay (May
1949 -July 50) le tter Maschio-Carreno
29.5.50. ADBM, Chronicle t t,entry 5.6.48;
Chronic le JIJ, entry June 1950.

! llO Cf ADBM, Chronicle l l, entries
Dec. 1944 ; 1.12.46; See also attached copy
of letter sent to missionaries on 29. 12.46
by Fr. Pernandes, the Catechist.

10) Cf ADBM. Chron icle 11, entries
April 1944 and the paper cuttings there; en­
tr ies May 1945 ; SPAM, Bombay
Corrispondenza /944 let ters Maschio­
Carreno 23.5.44; 30.5.44 ; Bombay 1943·
1944 letters Masc hio -Curreno 12.8.44 ;
Murphy-Carrcno 12.11.44; Tuena-Carreno
10. 11.44; Maschi o-Ca rreno 4.12.44;
7. 12.44; ASC . F 40 7 letter co nfreres­
Berruri 3 1.3.45.

10' Cf SPAM, Bombay (Ma)' 1949
JlIly50) letters Machio-Carreno 12.11.49;
3 1.1.50; ADBM. Chronicle JIJ, 8.1.50 ;
31 .1.50 ; ASC . F 407 letters Meschto­
Rtcatdone 18.8.49; 1.4.51; 27.6.51.

l 01 Cf ADBM. Chronicle 11, en try
1.6.48; passim from June 1948 onwards;
27-29.12.48; ASC. F 407 common letter to
Ricaldone in December 1948.

W" Cf ADBM, Chronicle 11, paper cut­
ting stuck after the entries of May 1945;
en rrie s 12.1.49; Chronicle 1/ / entrie s
29.4 .50; 18.8.50 ; Sept. 1950 ; 19. L5 1;
SPAM. Bombay (/ 946 January 10 June )
lette rs Giocomello -Carre no 13. 1.46;
Menezes-Carreno 12.1.46; Bombay (July
1950 - June 52) Maschio-Carreno 17.8.50;
19.1.51.

10l Cf ASC. F 188 "Inter Nos" No. I. P
7; no. 2, p.21; no. 13, pp. 72-73; ADBM.
Chronicle 11. entries 8-9 .6.43; 1-2.6.44 ;_
SPAM, Bombay Corrispopndenza /944 let­
ters Maschio-Carreno 31.3.44; 27.6.44 ;
Bombay ( 1943- 1944) letter Maschi o­
Carreno 14.11.44; Bombay (1945 January
to June ) letter Maschio-Carreno 7.6.45.

IOXl Cf SPAM. Bombay
(1943-1944) letter Maschio­
Carreno 18.6 .43 ; BOil/bay

'I'! Fr. Joseph Carreno Etxeandiu was born at
Bilbao (Spain) on 23.10.1905. He made his first
profession on 25.7.1922. and on 2 1 May 1932 he
was ordained a priest. In the following year he was

sent to Tirupattur (South In­
dia) as Rector and Novice­
Master in the newl y estab­
lished novitiate. He ....'as the
heart and soul of that house
which became also a house
for students of philosophy as
soon as the novices professed
early in 1935. He remained
there till the begin ning of
1943. whcn he was appointed
acting-provincial oft he prov­
ince of South India and Vicar
General of the archdiocese of
Madras. In 1945 he became
Provincial. During his term
as Provincial (1945-51) the
pro vince de ve loped fas t.
Abo ve all. he mana ged to
win the hearts of every one.
In 1951 he had to go back to
Spain for a year. but was back
in India towards the end of
1952. This time he came as
Rector of Goa and was here
till 1960. Later. he was in the
Phili ppines (19 62 ·67) as
Rector and Novice-Master .
He died at Pamplona (Spain)
on 29.5.1986

•" Cf SPAM. Book of Minutes ofthe Provin­
cial Council Meetin gs (1936-67) p.S f : Bombay
Corripnndenza / 944 letter Maschio-Carreno 3.1.44;
Bomhay ( / 945 June to December} letters Maschio­
Carreno 10.9.45; 21.11.45;Bombay (1946 Janua ry
to )ulle } letter Maschio-Curreno 2 1.2,46.

"Cr SPAM. Bomhay Corris-pondenm /942
(January-JlIlle) letter Maschio-Cinato 30.5.41; see
also te legram of th e same day; Bombay
Corrisponden-a 1942 1etler Duarrc-Cinato 18.7.42;
ADBM. Chronicle 11. entry 31.5.42.

Fr. Maschio. .1'1'1;'11

here ill the offic e he
set lip ill the

prima ry section of
the schoo l.

Later this office
Iras relocated ill the

huitding meall t

exclusively for
Shrine cha rities.
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HOW WONDERFUL THY WAYS, 0 LORD!
AN EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST SALESIAN PRESENCE IN GOA

by FR. GIUSEPPE MOjA
"Have you never read in the scriptures:
'The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone;
this is the Lord' s do ing
and we marvel at it?'" U.l1. 22:42)

The war had been over from April
1945 in Italy. and a couple of months
later in Germany a nd the rest of Europe.
It was over in the Far East after the two
atomic bomb s on H iroshima, August 6,

1945 and Nagasaki . three da ys later....

But the gates of the Camp (C.t e.
for Ci v i lia n Int e rnm e nt Ca m p) a t
Premnagar (irony of the name) Dehra
Dun. were stilllocked from 6 p.m. 10 7
a.m. every day. In tern ees were allowed
out for special purposes, like going to
hospital. or coming from it underescort.

Of the pea k nu mber of 136 Salesian
prisoners. afte r so me were released at
di fferent times. over three years. and a

F~ l1ncent Scuderi

biggish number repat riated in the first half
of 1946 . about twenty were left. Of these.
six knew that their app lication to go to
Goa. Port uguese terri tory, had been ac­
cepted . For them it was the on ly way to
escape repa triation. They were: Fathers
Aloysi us Rav a lico . Odorico Ber t i,
Fiorenzo Zola and Giuseppe Moja, be­
long ing to the Shi llong province and John
Mo ra and Serafino Colom bo, of the Ma­
dras prov ince. There was a seventh. Fr.
Francis Zanini. who backed out at the last
mome nt and preferr ed to repatriate. He
eventually, fro m Italy, came to the Mid­

dle East , did a good job wherever he was
sent. worked in Teheran for a number of
yea rs and went to the Lord in Abadan,

1977.

When God Wa nts

Goa had not existed on the Salesian
map before the war. It came to the atten ­
tion of Fr. Vincent Scuderi who had been
the most prom inent salesiun, missionary
and priestly figure in the camp. a born
leader, and because of that. a targe t of the
British . They had tried to di srup t the un­
ion and peace of Wing III (Italian) of the

camp and never succeeded because this
man Scude ri had always preempted every
step of theirs. He had been a prisoner from
June 1940 and had seen the camps of Fort
William (Calcutta). Ahmednagar, Deo lali
and finall y Dehra Dun . 98% of the pris­
oners were for him. Those who were not
kept at a r~spectfu l dista nce. When the
big group of missionaries who had been
for a time at Deoli (Rajasthan ) were trans­
ferred 10 Dehru Dun, the camp authori ­
ties had already been info rmed that the
"Salesians" had the right man to substi­
tute Fr. Scuderi. (How much do you give
me if I hand him over to you?).
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The last batch of mi s­
sio naries fro m Deoli arrived
at De hra Dun on March 13,
1943. Among them there
were three who had been in
hospital and Bro. Moja who
was as ke d to accompany
the m.

Six days after their ar­
rival. 19 March , feast of St.

Joseph. the Wing Q uarter­
master came with a scrap of
pape r to noti fy Fr. Scuderi
that he had been ordered to
th e c am p of Puran dar h ,
(M aharas htra). At first he
re fused to sig n. th e n he

signed with the rem ark: under duress. I
know because I was present with all the
Josephs of the Shillong Province for a
little ce lebration . Those of the Madras
province too had been invited. but were
not allowed to attend. That showed the
spiri t that , fo r months afte r, was to reign
among us, embitteri ng our lives and dis­
turbing our slee p.

Fr. Scudcri was given three days
to prep are . T he who le wing wa s in
mourn ing and he had to use all his in­
fluence to prevent many you ng and not
so you ng fellows among the "ci vilians".
(term (0 di st ingu ish the lay fro m the
priests and re ligious who we re about
350 at the time) from doing somet hing
drastic. like bu rning down the camp....

The barracks were made of sun­
baked bricks. wood and thatch! You can
imagine what a bonfire it would have
made. But then as Father was telling all:
you do that and the British will not re­
build the barra cks. and you will have to
make do among the ru ins with what re­
main s.

When. on the morning of March
22, Fr. Vincent Scuderi left acccmpa­
nied by a sergeant and two guards. all
the civi lians and most of the Missionar­
ies were presen t. Carlo Marconi , had a
clandes tine ca mera, He managed to take
a few snaps whic h he gave to us later in

Goa.

True Missiona ry

What Fr. Scuderi did in Purandarh
is another story. Arriving there introduced
by a heav ily biased file, he managed to
conquer everybody, from the Comman­
dant down to the swe epers, in a very short
time. He organi zed schools for the chil­
dre n of the internees ( it wa s a fam ily
ca mp) and for the Indian person nel, in­
cluding the sweepers who were a sma ll
arm y. His zea l and high priestly qualitie s
attracted a Dutch Lut heran pas tor and his
wife who became his frie nds and helpers
and were rece ived by him into the chu rch.

From Purand arh he co ntac ted Fr.
Maschio in Bombay and Fr. Carreno at
Madras. After three years. when he knew
he would be repatriated, the idea of go­
ing to Goa rather than being repatriated
dawned on him .

On the "d evil's side" one Mr. Shi v
Shankar, Under-Sec retary to the Home
Ministry. in Delhi, happened 10 visit the
camp and see the work that this man had
do ne. overcomi ng all barriers of nation­
alism. and had fallen for him. becoming
one of his admirers. When Scuderi asked
to be allowed to go to Goa. Shiv Shankar
did all that was needed .

This idea o f going to Goa. was actu ­
ally resorted to as a temporary measure,
pending permission to be able to co me
back to India. when the coast would be
cle ar: the rurnblings of independence we re
already loud and clea r. At the time we
were in Dehra Dun, Jawaharlal Nehru also
was there. in a different prison of course ,
and Ga ndhij i was a prisoner in the Aga
Khan Palace, in Pune. (not made of sun
baked bricks and tha tch. a prison never­
theless... )

But Fr. Scuderi was a man who knew
himself. He reasoned: I go to Goa and am
there alone. what can I do? Suppose I have
to stay , say two orthree yea rs,... why not
do some work?

Perrnis sio ns? Tu rin was far and al­
most out of reach. Madras? ..No t with
Bishop Mathias in charge of Salesian life
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The building where the
Salesians lived.

The East-side main
ellfnlnCt' is 011 the left (not

visible).

for Indi a (the question had never been
very cle ar) . All co ncerned were only too
glad to get rid of him. But here is where
all we re mistaken. Probably even Fr .
Scuderi himself. Providence ev ide ntly
had a little plan of its o wn.

Goa wan ted the Sales lans

In 1906, Heratdo, the leadi ng Goan
daily. ca rr ied an article by Dr. Wolfango
da Silva. Dean of the Med ical Co llege
of Goa and Director of the Governmen t
Hospital. The topic was on youth and
the writer said that if anybody wa nted
to do something serious about sav ing the
youth of Goa. (and it needed saving) the
Salesian had to be ca lled in. Remem ber,
1906. Fr. Michael Rua, first successor
of Do n Bosco was still in charge! Dr.
Wolfango had th e joy of see ing the
Salesia ns in Goa in his last yea rs. But of
that. later.

So the Salesians were desired in
G03. The desire to see them coming be­
ca me mo re e vident whe n Archb ishop
Jose' da Costa Nunes. Patriarc a das
Indias Orientalis, became Bishop of Goa.
He had know n the Salesians in Macao.
where he had been bishop before being
transferred to the Goan See. Bishop and
martyr Aloysiu s Versiglia was his con­
fessor in Macao.

At different times before the war,
Salesians we re invi ted to go to Goa. but

those who were sent to scout, never did a
serious job . They went with some pre­
conce ived ideas and came back with the
same, only strengthened.

The reports were summed up in the
stale joke about Goa being the land of the
poor, pigs and priests: 3 Ps. Pigs, yes (but
all liked chourisos, the scouts were no
exception).

Priests too , too many perhaps and
not all very busy at the time . But poo r,
no, not then. Poverty entered Goa in 1954 ,
when the Ind ian Go vernme nt la id its
strang ling hold on the Portugu ese en­
clave, by freez ing all assets of Goans in
India: Goans had money in India, but their
families were starving in Goa. But this
too is another story of later years.

So when at last, Fr. Carre no, afte r
getting the all clear fro m Delhi, went to
find out whether it would be possible for
Fr. Scuderi to enter the Portuguese terri ­
tory of Goa and eventually reside there
for so me time at least, he was received
like a long aw aited messen ge r from
heaven, and the authorities, both eccl esi­
astic and civ il promised a welcome and
all cooperation. Fr. Carreno also , tenta­
tively, found a place where Fr. Scuderi
could stay, in a building belonging to the
Assistencia aos Ind igentes e Infancia
Desvalid a.just across the road on the rear
side of the Hospital of Panji m. The Jesu­
its had been living there for some time,
but they had vacated the building and
mov ed to another in tow n.

A Leap in the Dark

And so it was that on the night be­
tween 4 and 5 April , 1946 , at about I I
p.m. Fr. Scuderi arrived there, wen t to
find the key of that house, ope ned it, went
inside with his few belongings, spread a
bedshee t on the-floor and slept. Journey­
ing at tha t time by train fro m Bombay
th roug h Londa an d Ca st le Rock , to
Margao and from there to Panji m by the
typica l small brass buses that alway s took
doub le the passengers allowed, crossing
the Zuari , at night, with luggage, in a
small ferry that sometimes ended either
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upstream or downstream instead of just
across the river at Agasairn . ... all that
was by itself an adventure. Whether Fr.
Scuderi dreamt or not during that night,
no one ever knew. but he certainly did
not drea m that that was the house where
the Salesians would eventually stay and
from there spread in Goa.

On waking up, on that 5 April
morning, Fr. Scuderi thanked God for
his life: he was celebrating his 44th
birthday! It was also the feast of St.
Vincent Ferrer, his patron saint. He had
been Provincial for 6 years and Apos­
tolic Administrator of Krishnagar for 5.
and still held the post ofProvincial when
he was roused from his bed at Lilluah,
on the night of 10 June 1940, to be taken
together with other Italian Sa lesians to
Fort Willia m. to begin a six year term
as a prisoner. Now he was here, in a
strange land. alone and without means....
He got up, went to the church of Santa
Ines near-by to celebrate Mass, then
went up 10 see the Patriarch on the
Altinho. I said went up, because then
there were no city transports. Patriarch
Costa Nunes and Fr. Vincent Scuderi un­
derstood each other perfectly from the
first instant they met. At the close of this
first encounter the bishop told him: "Fa­
ther. when you need something... any­
thing,don ' t go to anyone else. You come
to me." And Fr. Scuderi kneeling for a
blessing, countered: "Your Exce llency,
anything you want done . just say the
word."

During the first days Fr. Scuderi
was introduced to the Governor and
other authorities by the Patriarch him­
self and with his natural savoir faire
endeared himself to all.

A Sense of Mission

He went on a pil gr ima ge to
"Goe ncbo Saib" to celebrate Mass at the
tomb of SI. Francis. walking the distance
from Panj im.

One Msgr. Franklin, who was in
charge of the church of Born Jesus in
Old Gou, saw him arriv ing and went out

of his way (0 help him. He waited for him
to finish his Mass and devotions, and look
him up for breakfast. When later, we
Salesians went in turns to the tomb of SI.
Francis. once a month. to offer a Mass
for our benefactors. at the end of the Mass
we invariably found a big glass of coffee
and milk served by the sacristan by order
of Msgr. Franklin .

On the very first day of his arrival.
Fr. Scuderi had pumped a football he had
bought in Bomb ay and began bouncing it
in front of the house. Boys came. with the
few Portuguese words he knew he began
an Oratory. From that day the place would
be known for a long time as ORATORIO
SALESIANO.

He ca me to know that many of those
boys were not going to school. With the
help of Bro. Caje tan Lobo and some lo­
cal help . he began a Portuguese primary
school: " lnicial" for beginners with three
cl asses. At tha t time, because of th e
concordat between the Holy See and the
Portuguese government, any priest could
open a school for the people by present­
ing a letter from the Bishop to the Educa­
tion Department. Father easily got the let­
ter.

He needed desks. Someone working
in the "Bscola Nor mal" (Teachers Train­
ing School of Panj im) helped him to get a
loan of 30 desks which for a long time
were used for the school and the board­
ing.

First Helpers

One Italian prisoner of war. Giovanni
Bellassai. a Sicilian fugitive into Goa from
the camp of Bhopal. came to know that
there was a Sicilian Salesian father in Goa.
He went to him and offered his services
without any pay, j ust his food. The man
had honesty writte n on his face and he
came to stay with Fe. Scuderi.

He was a very good carpenter and
joiner so he began to do things for the
house and teach some boys. The first pU4

piIs were half a doze n or so loafers in their
early teen s. In spite of his " mili tary
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Fr. Scuderi
and Bm . Gambini

with young carpente rs

tou ch," Giovanni became an ido l for
them. Wh e n the a rriva l of s ix new
Salesians was announced, he set the boys
to work on some impossibly hard wood
to prepare bed s for them. He would have
do ne more, but Father had no money for
the wood. What he had bought for next
to nothing for the beds, was wood that
no carpenter in his right mind would
think of buying.

Fr. Scuderi had sent a list with 22
names of Salesia ns of the North Prov­
ince who were still in the camp who. he
knew. wou ld have gladly go ne to Goa.
BUI the British Government of Ind ia.
on ly allo wed seven as we saw previ­
ously.

Free a t La st

With characteris tic British unruf­
fled calm and composure, they were al­
lowed la leave Deh ra Dun on 10 Octo­
ber; arrive d in Bom bay with bag and
baggage (most of it arranged by enter­
prising interest of Fr. Zola and Fr. Moja
and the unconscious presumed permis­
sion of the Ca mp Administra tion) 23
trunks and a couple of bundles.

They were travellin g second class
(by kind concession of H.M .G.) and had
a right to two Bengal maunds of luggage
each (80 Kg) They had much more than
that. but the clerk. at the station of Dehra
Dun was kind enough to con sider that the
two hundr ed-rupee notes that lay on the
counter were of more interest than the
actual weight of the luggage.

Our freed jail birds spent five days
in Bombay waiting for a boat to Goa .
They were five day s of whirlwind mo­
tion (Fr. Maschio then was 37 year old)l!
The poo r fellows spent those days in a
kind of daze.

On the day of the ir de parture for
Goa. they were taken to the docks in the
sc hoo l bus . A t th e last moment , Fr.
Maschio decided to go with them to Goa ,
and invited the boy s. who happened to
have accompanied them . some of them
bare foot and wearing most casual dress.
to jump on the boat too.

At the Panjim dock Fr. Scuderi was
wai ting with abou t 150 boys waving pa­
per flags and many people waving and
cheering and all went together to the Ora­
torio Salesiano which had managed a few
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Fr. Scuderi at his desk.

festive buntings....

Like Franciscans

The house was bare. A small of­
fice at the entrance with a desk, a chair,
one seuee and two chairs for visitors.
Fr. Ravalico and Fr. Berti had a room
each. with the bed as furnitu re, and the
other four were. for quite some time, two
to a room with just two beds. No chairs.
no furniture. The thing that puzzled us
most was the size and smell and weight

of the ma ttr esses . We
were told that they were
stuffed wi th " pako r'
straw. a straw that lasts
for many years ...

The chapel was one
biggish room. on the first
floor. with 10 or twelve
benches to seat five or
six boys. or four adults.
The dining room was in
ano ther buildi ng in a
kind of big open veran­
dah, with a door leading
to the Chapel of the
Assistencia where, more
often than not. some old

person' s body waxlaid out in stale ... the
survivors praying with gusto for the de­
parted. as we were having lunch five
to six feel away, this side of the door.

The kitchen was a black corne r
with a row of stones for the pots on a
raised mud bench . But there was no
coo k. Cooks were co ming but did not
last long because with what we gave
them. they had no chance to shine by
showing their specialities. Hunger? I
would nOI say. but just filling the stom­
ach, without much appreciation for what
we were chewing. that yes. Neighbours
and some well-to-do families were very
generous and they would ofte n send
the ir little servant boys or girls with
some tray. especially on feast days. or
whe n they he ld some ce lebrat ion at
home: A card specifying: "Para os Pa­
dres:' and the name of the sender.

No running water and no toilets.

There was an outhouse. somewhere at the
back, with six compartments: three for the
boys and three for the Salesians. and some
neighbours' pigs saw to the scavenging.
There were already a few boarders but
they were at home for the Michaelmas
holidays . Only two were present becau se
they had nowhere to go.

Gelling Organized

Fr. Ravalico was appointed Prefect.
that included also substituting the rector
on occasions (the Vice Rector was a later
creation); Fr. Zola was appoi nted in
charge of the workshops; Fr. ~Iora had
the loca l daily oratory; Fr. Bert i was
Catechist: Fr. Moja. Prefect of Studies:
Fr. Colombo, Confes sor. Bro Cajetan
Lobo had his hands full with his "Inicial"
in the school and he did hammer Portu­
guese words, catechism, and the fear of
God in those little ' angels' in disguise.

The main aid to discipline and learn­
ing was a sturdy long ruler that went bang.
bang. bang , on the nearest desk to ca ll for
attention . And when attention was not
prom pt and tota l. the music ended with
an extra "c hack" not on the de sk of
course....!

All the appoi ntments were rather
elastic and we were called here and there
for a number of things. The news was out
that the Sa lesians co uld do anything.

On November 3. the second term of
the Portuguese school began. Fr. Moja
was given Class 11. He had been in loose
co ntac t with the Port uguese language
from Octobe r 16!The ghars for languages
(where people goto study and have a nice
time) had not been invented yet, but .....e
learnt the language. Fr. Scuderi was al­
ready a hot favori te for se rmons a ll
around. He was fast in picking up the lan­
guage, but never went beyond a certain
limit. He was too busy and he did not care
really. We used to tell him that , as far as
language was concerned, he was a brave
man. with litt le sense of shame, and we
all laughed together.

Preparations for the celebration of
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the epi scopal silver jubilee of Patriarch
Costa Nunes were on and the Salesians
took a prominent part in the main item s.
Fr. Berti set the official hymn to music.
It was a big hit. The Salesians we nt
aroun d to teach it in all the schoo ls and
Ca tholic Action groups.

They sang at the Mass and staged a
ski t du ring the aca de my in the Cine
Teatrc Nati onal. the on ly hall at the time
in Panji m. Peopl e were surprised and
thrilled to see priests on the stage. Money
was collected for a mo nume nt to the
Patriarch . but he clever ly accepted the
money and refused the monume nt. He
made it publi c that the money was a first
instalment to the Salesians for a tech ni­
cal schoo l.

In 19-&7 Severa l Things Hap­
pen ed

There was an Engli sh school in
Panjim called Modem School. It was not
runni ng well and the Patriarch would
have wanted Fr. Scuderi to take it up.
But somebody played a double game in
this, and the deal fell throug h. but the
idea of an Eng lish School remained.

There was no Ca tho lic En gli sh
school in town and it wou ld have been a
good feeder for and help to the Techn i­
cal School when it would be stated since
all boys at the time aimed at leaving Goa
to go to Bombay or other big cities. for
bette r prospec ts.

Fr. Scuderi believed that if we want
peopl e to help us we have to make our­
selves know n. We needed a magaz ine.
So he sta rte d the mo nthly Oratorio
Satesiano a kind of Salesian Bulletin. He
invited co ntributors: Dr. Wolfango da
Silva who m we have met already. Dr.
Freppel Cona from Loutolim. several
prie sts. the Patriarch. of co urse. one Da
Rosa (I forge t the first name ) who was
about the best writer in Goa at the time.
but who could not hold on to any job
because of dri nk. Fr. Scuderi tr ied to
wea n him away from the bottle bu t then
he could not write .... So he did help us
in a way and he especially helped Fr.

Moja to get away from the five score or
so words that the community used in con­
versation. We had made it a rule to speak
Portuguese only. even among ourselves.
It was a brave move supposed to compel
us 10 learn. but it sure ly made minced
meat of the grammar and cramped the
desire to use new words. We had another
teacher too. in the person of Dom Manoe l
da Costa Nunes. nephew of the Patriarc h.
who later became Rector of the Portu­
guese seminary in Rome.

So the magazine and leaflets. and a
little later (ha ve mercy on my chronol­
ogy) the Aitarachem vacnop. a weekl y
commentary on the Sunday liturgy and
Word of God with piou s readings of gen­
eral interest In charge of this was Fr.
Co lombo for the mailing and admini stra­
tion and Brc Cajetan Lobo editor. main
contributor and all the rest.

Bro Francis Medaglia had been sent
to join the group. He was a qualified tal­
lor and so a tailoring department was
started. But he insisted on a five years
course.... O ne tailor from Ca lcutta. Felix
Mascarenbas (of Anju na) who had a tai­
loring shop at 2 1. Free School Street. Ca l­
cutta and whose name was well known
in London. where he had most of his cus­
tomers. took two of our boys and kept
them for three years. board ing and learn­
ing in his own house. But ... when they
came back qualifi ed. instead of working
to es tablish them selves. one became a
driver of the deli very vans ofCrunet Soda
Factory. Margao. the oth er got a place in
the meteorology department ... whi le tai­
lo rs witho ut a qualificat ion that cou ld
compare with theirs. were and are mak­
ing money.

Don Bosco English High School

The English schoo l was inaugurated
in June 1 9~7 . with 36 pupils and three
teachers. Fr. Moja who was also Head­
master. and one Mr. Poi who continued
teachin g for many yea rs and was not so
well treated in the end by peopl e who
(when it is convenient) quote the art icle
and para of the rule and do not consider
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A photograph take"
after the retreat of the

oratory boys. /950.
Tile sraff(seatedfmm

L 10 H.) Bm . Anlle11l1lla. Fr.
Moja. a diocesan p riest.

Fr. Scuderi. Fr. Ravalico.
tiro. Medegl ia and Fr.

Zuhiie rruta.
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the person. Th at consideration is left for
the Sunday sermons which. it appears.
a re for the audi en c e . no t fo r the
preacher.

Th e third teacher was . (we came
10 know that too late ) a mole (cf. inter­
natio nal spying stories) planted in our
school . who made the recog nition of our
school d ifficu lt when the time for it
came. We had some band instruments
so we tried so me music. wi th Fr. Zcla
in charge at first. Later Mr Remedies
Menezes took over. when he came to
begi n his Sa lesian life with us as an as­
pira nt BU I it was d ifficult. All the boys
wan ted to play the melody and no one
the oom pa oom pa pa pa....(Lik e in gen­
eral. all wa nt to be the boss and co n­
duct. instead of playing under somebody
else 's baton).

Typical Oratorlan Llfe

The dai ly Oratory was nouri shing.
Meanwhile Fr. Scuderi had begun an­
ot her roving Oratory at the other end of
Panji m. Fon tainhas. Th at was a Sunday
o ratory but it became daily on special
occasions like Salesian no venas . and the
months of May and of Oct ober.

On big feasts all the oratories were
gathering at the ce ntre and then the place
would really fill up. and you cou ld ex­
pect anything . The Fc ntainh as boys had
a name for being very enterprising. One

of those boys, who was already a semi­
narian. and therefore an exception. was
o ne very soft spo ken rather shy Olivio
Miranda . Anoth er boy who really "be­
longed" to Fontainha s and a little later
became a Sales ian was Ti to Menezes.
who in later years left the congregation
and prie sthood. He had a brilli ant mind.
but evidently that is not really required
in ou r life . Wh at we need is humility and
fide lity to God 's grace. All the rest fol­
lows.

Oh yes. in 1947 we we re given a
time piece with chimes. some furn iture ,
ot her pieces we bought here and the re
from people who were moving or wen t
abroad; and one bicycle : Raleigh, all steel,
sturdy and reliable, We all used it in turns
accord ing to necessity. making sure that
Fr. Scuderi had it after tea to go to the
Fo ntainhas o ratory. or visiting people.
who co uld help us get a p lot o f o ur ow n.

We needed a plot and a house o f our
own. Where we were. there was not an
inch left free and several rooms were used
for more than one purpose. Th e English
Schoo l and classes 1.11,111 and IV of the
Portu g uese School. we re running in a
ren ted building a few mi nutes away from
the Oratori o.

For some time also the daily Ora­
tory was shifted there. all class rooms
were free in the evening, and two roads
flanking the bui lding on the fro nt and

right side. rather broad and
with pract ically no traffi c.
was ju st what we needed for
o utdoor and indoor games.
There was a library too and
Fr. Moja who was in charge
o f both Schools and Oratory.
could attend to so me office
work of the two schools and
be available to the boys at
the same lime . The Oratory
wo uld close with eve ning
prayers and good night offi­
cially at six p.m .• so that the
boys co uld go home in time
fo r the ir lesso ns . Some of
the bigger boys would lin­
ger o n for so me tim e but
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The Oratory. Panjim.
frontal ami (below)

lateral view

never beyond 6:45 p.rn.

The Sa lesia ns we re supposed to be
punctually present for spiritual reading
and supper and in Goa. then , we d id not
have the benefit of Indian standard time .

New ~Iob ili t~·

People saw Fr. Scude ri on hi s bi­
cycle and noticed how d ifficult it was
for him to get o n and off. He had never
[old anyone that he was suffering from
hernia . His appearance with thinning hair
and grey beard , made him look o lder
than he was , so some friends got toge ther
and presented hi m with one brand new
"Topoli no't the d iminutive FIAT 500 car
in vogue at that time. of which two had
been imported in Goa. That was of tre­
mendou s help to him, relieving him of
undue physical fati gue and maki ng it
possible for him to reach farther and
faster. For quite some time no o ne dared
approach him for driving the car, and in
a way it was right tha t he should be jeal­
ous of it. We were younge r and stronger
and had the bicycle.

To go to Cala ngute , Mu pusa .
Matmagoa. or even Margao, cycling was
a norm al th ing for Fr. Zola and Fr. Moja.
Even Fr. Raval ico was making good use
of it. much to the consternation o f the
pedestrians in the town.

Come to 5t3)'

Th e land problem little by little was
so lved by conce ntrating on buying the
land that was surrounding the Assistencia.
The ow ner, an old Hindu gentleman , was
kee n on selling it Fr. Scude ri because
he would buy the whole plot, of course .
but he also had become an admirer o f Fr.
Scuderi . Befor e dy ing. -he had been ill
for a long time- he made his eldest son
promise that the land wou ld be sold to
Fr. Scude ri and no one e lse. There were
d ifficulties because the plot had already
been included in the tow n plan for bun­
galows with connecting roads. Father had
to be sure that the roads would be can­
ce lled and for that he had to do a lot o f
talking and convincing with the members
o f the Municipal Commi ssio n. Several
times he came home full of hope. at oth-
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u f t to Right:
Fr. G. ,\fora, Bro. Restf'1li.
Fr. S~udf'ri, Fr. Cerreno;

Rro. Zubizrrmta

ers. ti red and comple tely dow n. But in
the end he succeeded.

Three times before Fr. Scuderi had
to ld us to keep ready for a ce lebration
becau se he was goi ng to sign the deed
of purchase of the land. and three times
it was postpo ned beca use ofsome small
techn icality. Was it O ur Lady who
wanted all future genera tions of
Sa lesians to know that she had wanted
the land to be ours on her feast of O ur
Lady of Snow (The day when she chose
the site of her Rom an bas ilica of Saint
Mary Major)?

On August 5 , 1948. the deed was
signed, the whole plot plus a patch on
the left hand side of the present entrance.
belong ing to another owner. who was
ready to se ll the land and a rather ram­
shackle build ing at no extra cost but the
Rs.I O/- per square meter. The whole
purchase amo unted to 4,44.000 rupees.
From the Patriarch as we have seen. we
had received a bout 30.000 and from the
Govern ment of Lisbon thro ugh the Pa­
triarch. again quite a considerable sum
so that we could pay half or a little more
while signing. The rest was co llected
through hard work of pro pagan da . Peo­
ple could con tribute for a square meter.
or ten square meters or a hundred or a

thousand. All got a receipt and there was
a special d iploma for the 100 and 1000
meters. Th is later on. crea ted quite an
amount of confusion. especially among
the people who had "bought" 1000 me­
ters. They all wanted to know whe re
"their" meters were and wha t we were
going to build on them etc....

Together with the land, we got hun­
dreds of coconut trees. rather neglected
but still prod ucing. One benefactor. ex­
pert agro nomist. ca me and advised us on
how to revive those trees, thus making
them more fruitful. But they were, rather
too soon indeed. sacrificed to the dreams
of some who came from abroad with the
idea that only football can make of a house
a Salesian house .

There were 53 small houses and huts
in the compound and to get rid of them
and take possession was neither quick nor
easy,Some left by dismantling the ir house
and taki ng all the materia l away wi th
some financia l help on our part. Two quite
solid mud 'houses came in very handy for
our purposes. The municipality would not
give permission for new buildi ngs with­
out a long and painful proce ss. But they
eas ily gra nted permission to repair and
renew old structures. So we asked per­
mission for one which was just outside
the house we we re living in. a nd we
wanted to use for the Orato ry. Later we
added six biggish rooms to it and that
became the Portuguese School building .
Finally the original house was demolished
and one cl ass room built to ma ke the
schoo l build ing uniform. The other house
was on the site where the Oratory hall is
at present. Again in the process of repair
and renewal the house disappeared and a
hall was bui lt which. from 1950 till al­
most modem times was used as a chape l.

Fabulous Premises

The house that was already ex isting.
in the plot belonging to a different owner.
consisting of ground floor and first floo r.
was made into offices for Fr. Ravalico and
a printing press. because we had bought
some old treadle printing machines and a
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lot of o ld types and Fr. Zola had alread y
become a printer with the help o f two
or three o ld timers who had retired fro m
the Imprensa National... . humble unas­
suming people who kne w thei r job and
could work wi th any material under any
cond ition. With a daring that bordered
on temerity we sta rted printing our pub­
lications and took wor k from outside too.

Tu vaca te the family who lived on
the first floo r, who always asked for j ust
one week mo re. we had to go there one
morni ng and remove so me props that
were hold ing up the sagging plan k floor.
among scream s and wishes that our lives
be short and miserable and our afte r life
uncomfortab le for eve r. the y we nt. Fr
Moja. gene rous and forg iving as ever.
helped them to load their furn iture onto
two bulloc k cart s and. before palli ng.
gave the matron a picture of Mary Help
ofChristian and Don Bosco for their new
house and a small bouquet of flowers
(pape r! ).

That house later became a kind o f
boardin g run by a diocesan priest who
shared his life with us. Two held that job.
o ne a f te r the o th e r: FT. C a rm in ho
Rodr igues. and Fr. De Mellc, who is at
present parish priest at Mapusa. Both re­
ma ine d ve ry muc h a tt ac he d to the
Salesians.

Im poss ible co -ex istence

But the main problem o f the build­
ings and land of the Assistencia. tha t
were enclaved in the land we had bought.
still remained unsolv ed . Righ t from the
beginning Fr. Scuderi had offered to take
charge o f the Institution on co ndition that
we could use the spa re area. bo th built
and open. for our Salesian wo rk. The
commission in charge was d ivided. the
majority being agains t us. They were ter­
ribly inte rested in the fund tha t wa s fi ­
nancing the institution and was hand led
by them by giving out loans at high in­
terest. We did not want the fund. but we
wan ted a subs idy. equa l to wha t they
were spe nding (o n paper) fo r the o ld
peop le and abandoned chi ldren.

After long d iscussions and much ar­
gui ng and wrangling. once we owned the
su rro u ndi ng land . we o ffered them a
building capable of housing the Institu­
tion and an eq ual area of land .

We tried to make them accep t a new
plot and bu ild ing a little further away in
the locality called Tonca. where the Pa­
triarch was ready 10 give us a plot of land
fitting the require ments. But they wo uld
not accept. So we had to build where it
ex ists now. sacri fici ng a piece of land.

T he Calangute Adventure

During this time. a short lived ex ­
periment was made at opening a new
small house at Cal angute . We were mis­
led by a very good friend and enterpris­
ing lawyer who ga ve us the use of a house
tu which he had no claim. and assured us
co ntributions that othe rs never dreamt of
giving. A solemn opening ceremony was
held o n December 8. 1946 Fr. Belli and
Fr. Mora took charge. but soo n were left
alone and wi thout means and the House
of Panj im was more or less in the same
condition.... so by April it was decided to
close the fanner do wn. The smaller boys
of the Panjim boarding who had been sent
the re came back to Pa njim . But Fr.
Scuderi was not a ma n to admit de feat.
He man aged to buy a strip of land near
the place of the fai led att empt. The strip
was long and na rrow , reaching down to
the fam ous Cala ngute beach.

A house with four or five rooms was
e ventuall y built on it and Fr. Ravalico
used to spend his week-ends there. gath ­
ering youngs ters and doing good Salesian
work and ce leb rating Mass on Sund ay
morning for the boys and all who cared
to co me . Later (years later) the house was
occu pied by "friends" who meant to help
us.... but then found it very d ifficult to
leave for several yea rs. till the land wa s
sold. The new owners. knew of ways and
means to ge t rid of the stubbo rn settlers.

Valpoi

Mean while Mr. Gic vanni was pro-
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The School a l Vafpoi gressing with his carpentry but began
to ask for some machines because the
poor boys had done enough sawing and
planin g by hand bot.; again we had no
mone y. Then 10 and behold. out of the
blue came a proposa l from the Govern­
ment, who had machines (carpentry and
rudimentary mechanic) in a small school
in Valpoi. but could not make headway.
Some friends. who were members of the
Educational Department. at a mee ting
presided by the Governor. dropped the
magic word: "Call in the Sa lesian s" .

Fr. Scuderij umped for joy (in spite
of his ryernia) and acce pted on one con­
dition: that the Patriarch gave us the run­
ning of the parish and permission for
missionary wo rk. Th e Patriarch was
onl y too glad to give us the parish etc .
Not so the incumbent parish priest and
with him the personne l that was em­
ployed in the Technical Schoo l. (Art es
e Ofl cios de Sa fari). The Govern ment
had to fi nd jobs fo r them but they
wanted jobs in Valpoi. i.e. stay in the
school as before. being paid by the Gov­
ernment and work ing with us.

We could never accept that. Eve n­
tually we manage d to begin. Fr. Bert i
was In-Charge. Fr Mora was given the
parish and Fr. Co lombo went along too.
A Brother Gambin came from Madras
for the worksho ps. After some time Fr.
Berti was transferre d to Madras. Life
with Fr. Mora was not easy. For the same
reason Fr. Colo mbo ca me bac k to
Panji m. Fr. Umber to Coral was sent
from Madras to rep lace Fr. Berti. Fr.
Mora had both jobs now: Recto r and
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Parish priest and. for a time, all was well.

New G rowing Pains

The English School. struggli ng to
come up. suffered a set back when at the
first Bombay University Inspection, our
request for recogn ition was turned down.
The "mole" whom we mentioned above ,
had done his work well. He had a list of
thing s that fell short of the expected stand­
ard, ready on a platter for the inspec tors.
Fr. Mallon who had come from Madras
qualified to be Headmaster. had made a
couple of faux pas and was the first vic­
tim of the inspectors. In their nega tive re­
port , the first condition for further con­
sideratio n, was the removal of the Head­
master.

The " hero ic" Capuchin Father s of
Guiri m. accep ted to send our (seve n? )
candidates up for matricu lation. as it was
still called. I called them heroic because
they knew ou r pupils were not of the best.
As a matter of fact. if I well remember,
only four were promoted out of seven.

A True Fr iend

Yet, in spite of that , somet hing ex­
trao rd ina ry happe ned . Dr. Pac heco
Fi gue ired o, Direct or of the Med ical
Schoo l and of the Panjim Hospital. and
member of the Cou ncil of Educat ion of
the Government of Goa, took his son out
of another recogni zed school and put him
in our poor strugg ling school. I remem­
ber trying to dissuade him because the boy
was a good stude nt, and his coming over
to us in the seventh which was the last
yea r, presen ted a risk for him. But the
Doctor insisted and God blesse d him,
making his son very success ful then and
in late r life . That courageous move was
the beg inning of a new life for our school.

That same year other boys, through
some really deft manoeuvering. (leave it
to the boys t) got their leaving certificates
from People's High School and fighting
aga inst their parents, came to us. I remem­
ber seve n. just now, all from good infl u­
ential families. They were all rewarded
with success then and after. This move-
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ment was the work of the Oratory. Many
of these boys had to be 'sent' home every
day, from the Oratory lest they neglec ted
their studies. What they got there was
just Sal esian friend liness, and hard ly
anything more, yet it seemed they co uld
not live without the Oratory.

Irre pa ra ble Loss

Dr. Wolfango da Silva was down
with cancer. Fr. Moja was detailed to
visit him pr act ically eve ry day. He
wanted to hear a page or two of some
good book. He wou ld listen and ask
questions and often say: "Father, what a
pity I did not care for these things be­
fore. What loss!" He had always been
far from the Church , but never dis re­
spectful or antagonistic. He died a Chris­
tian death assisted by Fr. Berti who was
the only priest at home when someone
came to call. Fr. Scuderi was in Guirim
preachin g to the Capuchin Fathers. He
came for the funeral which , from the
house of the deceased, was made 10 pass
through our grounds and stop in front of
our house where Fr. Scuderi managed
to say a few words among the many
tears .

For day s afte r our good friend 's
death, his articles in the Hem /do con­
tinued to appear. He had been the prophet
and promoter of the coming of the
Salesians into Goa. as we have seen. His
picture (a pastel by an Italian artist) was
kep t in the study hall of the boys for
years, till liberation. Then it was made
to disappear. It seems that dwarfs can­
not bear being reminded tha t giants do
exist.

January 30, 1948. Gan dhiji wa s
killed , shot dead by one of those who
do not believe in ahimsa. The brood is
still spawning.

We had prepared a solemn feast of
Don Bosco for the follow ing day. On the
nigh t of the 30th there was to be an op­
eretta in the Cine TeatroNacional. spon­
sored by the Salesians and staged by the
boys of the English School ofArpora run

by Msgr. Mendonca, a great friend ofours
and one of the most valuable helpers in
the struggle for ou r Don Bosco English
Schoo l, Panjim.

We could not stop the show and we
could not push it the way we had planned.
The show was good though contained and
marred by the sadness caused by the
tragic event.

Commemorations were held but we
did not take part. We were still walking
on thin ice . The Portugue se Go vern ment
was very pruden t and restrained. Subse­
quent events showed that wisdom was on
their side.

Hope Tested

Aug ust 16, 1949, Don Boscos
birthday. We were at the Emissora de Goa
(radio station) for one Salesian Hour. Mu­
sic. speeches, poems and what not. Fr.
Scuderi 's face had turned gre en. We
could not speak becau se of the micro ­
phone s. Fr. Moja was questioning him
with his eyes and he was answering with
a frown . The hour was over, and we came
to know tha t his hern ia had broke n
through and threatened strangulation. We
approached a Portuguese surgeon ur­
gently. He was out but his wife contacted
him and sent him urgently to us. He came
at two in the morning. reduced the hern ia
and bandaged it. Father was hospitalized
on that day and was operated upon almost
immediately.

Fr. Ravalico was too busy with his
work and was of no use in emergencies.
The weight of a hundred things fell on
Fr. Moja. On the day of the operation,
when Fr. Moja went to see him, driving
the car, Fr Scuderi was just awakening
from general anaesthesia and trauma of a
three and half hour operation . He smiled
at Fr. Moja and feebly pressing his hand
said with an almost. inaudib le whisper:
"Be careful, drive slowly!...... And they
say that kindness, tact , and understand­
ing has come with the new generation of
office holders... But then those "Superi ­
ors" even when not holding posts, were
superior.
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One more thing : How did he know
that Fr. Moja had been driving ? 1 he
parking lot was be low the window of
the first floo r room in which Fr. Scuderi
wa s. He had heard the pecu liar liule
wh ining no ise of that car.

After leaving hospital . Fath er we nt
for a month to Kotagiri. where his old
de vo ted friend Fr. Cogliandro was Rec ­
tor and novice master.

The Pilgrim Virgin

When Fr. Scuderireturned from his
ho liday. Goa wa s all upside do wn pre­
pa ring for the visit of the Pilgrim Vir­
gin of Fa tima. At a glance Fr. Scuder i
k new tha t there were h un dred s o f
illusioned people drea ming that so me ­
thing would happen wit h no one there
to make it happen . He casually went to
pay his respects to the Patriarch who go t
up from his chair and came 10 him say­
ing : (I know it first hand ) "Fr. Scud eri.
Our Lady has se nt yo u back in time .
Please help me."

Th at was enough. He forgo t he had
j ust recovered from what had bee n
caused by overwork . He started mo v­
ing and whoever stood in his way. in
that blessed old land of leisure and ca lm
and "ama nha" that wa s Goa. came fa
understand what a bulldozer wa s.

They wan ted 153 masses to he ce l­
ebrated contemporaneous ly. But no th­
ing had been done to prepare for the
event Please. not concelebration , where
a litt le table for an altar and 153 chairs
and eq ual number of more or less repu­
table sto les at hand wo uld do. hut 153
altars! Fr. Scude ri got the PWD out of
its slumber and had a raised se micircu­
lar stage erected in the big fie ld of Old
Goa. (where the mo nument of Camoes
rose later) . Th ere wa s a cen tra l altar for
three Bishops and the ot her altars. 75
on each side stretching out like two arms
embraci ng the whole ope n spac e. Fr.
Scuderi went around to all religious
communities and secular clergy dea n­
eries to make sure that the num ber of
priests wou ld be right and. yes sir. on

the appointed day. the solemn and. I think.
uniq ue ce remony took place without a
hitch . Well that perhaps is too much.... Wc
came to know of a few co rns he had trod
upon and some hurt fee lings of those who
would not have done anyt hing anyway.
but felt bypassed . Fr. Scud eri stood at the
microphone synchron izing the ceremony.
Even Fr. Ravalico, who rep resented the
Salesiun co mm uni ty. was on tim e and
dutifully followi ng all details wi th the rest.

Tr ium phal Procession

Then the final procession of the Pi!4
grim Virgin. leaving the Matriz ofPanj im.
go ing 10 Cam pal. and back to the Church.
fo llowing the wad along the rive r.... all
in the hands of the Sale sia ns. There wa s
Fr. Scud eri on the rad io (no TV) van and

Fr. Moja on the o ld reliable bicycl e. cas­
soc k tucked up (much to the d ismay of a
few ecclesiastics and the state ly devout
ladies of the Goan elite) cycl ing up and
down 10 see that the procession held to­
ge ther with no gaps. that all joined in
pra ye r and renewed the ir can d les in t ime
- he had a good supply of them on the
carrier of the bicycle . It turned out to be a
2.5 km affa ir! The head of the proce ssion
almost catching up with the tail.

As it started mo ving. Fr. Sc ude ri he­
gan ca lling out the nam es of all authori­
ties civil and military as king them to join.
He had prepared the list before . Those
whose name he d id not know. he called
by the name of the office they he ld. He
gal them all in. otherwise they would have
gladly seen the procession off and wailed
more or less patiently. till it came back to
the Church .

After so me days Fr. Moja met a ma ­
jor with whom he wa s on very friendly
terms who told him: " You tell your Fr.
Scuderi tha t qu ite a number of office rs
would glad ly challenge him at da wn. for
having made them walk and say the Ro­
sary for two and half ho urs..:" But Fr.
Scuderi co uld do tha t and mo re and get
away with it

He even go t away with maki ng the
Pilgrim Virgin stop. when it reached the
co rne r o f our co mpoun d. where th e
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A procession
with the pa rticipation of

the military

Assistencia stands now. There would be
a salesian brother with twenty or so al­
tar boys, scrubbed and starched 10 make
them look ethereal. and a bigger boy ask­
ing Our Lady to give Ihe Oratorio her
special blessing.

The Don Hosco wav

An annual feature in the life of the
Oratories was a picnic to which all those
who had a good average of attendance
marks for the months of May and Octo­
ber were invited. We could count on the
militaries to give us the trucks, accord­
ing to the number of boys: 50 per truck .
The last time the picnic was made we
needed six trucks. We provided the food:
a rich and abundant pulau. bread, meat.
tea and fruit.

Another event was the "shops"
rigged dur ing the Christmas season.
There were shops with religious articles.
stationery and boo ks, clot hing, toys,
games and sweetmeats. The boys could
use only coupons of ditTerent denomi­
nations given in accordance with their
attendance cards.

Many people used to come and en­
joy the fun and in the end finish off,
whatever was left, with ordinary cur­
rency. We were poor, really poor, in the
way of not having enough of several
things, bUI for these occasions somehow,

money was available and always a little
more than str ictly needed... We ofte n
commented among ourselves how it was
so much like in the times of Don Bosco.
The boys themsel ves noticed it.

Our chapel, right from the begin­
ning, when it was a room on the first floor
of the rented building, with no fans and
hard ly any acco mmodation, was fre­
quented daily by our Catholic neighbours,
and was packed on Sundays when we had
to have two masses: one for the people
and one for the boys. After we built the
chapel, the crowd increased. The accom­
moda tion was better and ventilation too
was not bad. But in general, people liked
to attend the Oratory Mass at 8 o'clock.
One Mass was celebrated at Fontainhas
also . where we were allowed to use the
chapel called Portais. which was at the
extreme boundary of Panaj i along the
Santacruz road . And there was a third
Mass in the chape l of S1. Pe te r,
Caranza lem. In the afternoon the boys had
games and then some short prayers. cat­
echism and benediction. Before long we
managed a Bell & Howell 16 mm pro­
jector for fortnightly shows (free) but en­
trance was given to only those who had a
minimum number ofattendance coupons.
The pictures were from 20th Century Fox,
Bombay. They had a large repertoire of
pictures specially selected for schools and
institutions. Every picture was previewed,
to avoid surprises.

In 1949 Fr. Ravalico went home: the
first to do so of our group. T hen Fr.
Carreno sent Fr. Zola for a course in print­
ing at Becchi.

Fr. Moja was next , in July 1950.
When he came back , after one mont h
journey and three of so called holidays,
Fr. Zola also returned to give new life to
the printing department. They brought
quite a few things for the house: some
supplies to begin a religious article shop
and a sound-system of sorts. When we
switched it on with some lively music
we did bring life into the sleepy town of
Panji m but also solicited rather mixed
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A dashing Fr. Scuderi, in
the midst ofa programme

for the feas t of Don Bosco.

com ments. There was also the marble
statue of Our Lady that was hoisted on
the facade of the chapel, and now is at
the entrance of Don Bosco. Panaji .

Meanwhile. Fr. Ravalico, a restless
soul by nature, had left for Madra s. Af­
ter a short time he managed to retu rn to
Assam to spend the rest of his life there
working himself to exhaustion.

The Catholic Hour

Fr. McGlinchey was daily on the
Radio Goa. with a religious programme,
named "Hora Catoli ca" sponsored by
the Hour of St. Prancis. He went on for
years, much appreciated. Afte r him, as
it often happens, the thing was used

more or less as a sinecure by his sue­
cessor and eve ntua lly fizzled out . A
valuable collection of first class records
and tapes with music and features, ser­
mons by Fulton Sheen and other famous
speakers , were lost. pilfered or dam­
aged.

Amo ng the valuable donations we
received in lands and buildings was the
Institution of Cortal im, of which noth­
ing was done because at the last mo­
ment the proper sanction never came.
The land of Sulcorna was given to us in
1948. And there it remained ti ll 1962.
During those years the only one who
would go there at least once a year was
Fr. Moja. All admired his "picnic" but
no one wo uld join. Once he took a
number of boys and teac hers by truck
to see the place, but that was much later.

Remember that at the time there was no
road to speak of after Rivona, and for the
last few kilometers, it was cross coun­
try driving.

Historical Visit

One event ofvital importance for the
history of Salesian Goa. was the visit of
Fr. Fedrigotti , Prefect General, in 1949,
sent by the Rector Major, to see what was
happenin g in Goa . We had been working
all the time wit h the tacit approval of the
Provincial Fr. Carreno who had a joyous
way of keeping the superiors busy look­
ing the other side .

Fr. Fedrigotti came, shared our life
for three of four day s. Spoke with every ­
body, looked aro und, heard the authori­
ties and went to SI. Francis Xavier for
inspiration. On the last day of his visit,
he gathered the whole community and
told us quite plainly, that he had been sent
to close dow n the show. But on the way,
at Karachi airport, he had met two young
chaps who came running to him , helped
him with his baggage and told him that
they knew Fr. Scuderi and Co. and that
they had the happiest souvenir of the Ora­
tory. The y could not have been with us
more tha n a fe w mon th s but it wa s
enough. Later, when he saw all that had
been done in such short time and the much
more that could have been done if our
position had been legalized earlier, he had
changed his mind. He gave us his bless­
ing, asked us to keep up our good work
with the same Salesian spirit and not to
worry : he would settle everythin g with
the Rector Major.
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How Fa r Can One Go?

Towards the end of 195 1 Fr. Scuderi
had to undergo another hernia operation .
The old stitching was holding well but
his congenitally wea k abdominal tissues
had given in on the other side. The sur­
geon this time was a Goan , Dr. Renato
Fernandes. He did a good job and Father
was up and out of hospital quickly. We
sent him, at his req uest, to Dona Paula
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for convalescence . There a fam ily had
offered their sum mer hou se for as lon g
as he needed it. The hou se was near a
chapel so he would go for Mass there.
Mass meant peop le. People meant: "Fa­
ther come to see us:' He started seeing
them. and before a week was over he
was engrossed in visiting all the houses.
mostly fisher falls. and tak ing a census
o f the whole area , making plans for a
school, and learn ing Konkani and get ­
ling tired and sick. A cou ple of days of
" I fee l tired, I don 't thi nk I am rea lly
we ll: ' a nd the n hi gh fever. Taken to
Panj im and hospitali zed. he was found
with typhoid. He was one of the first pa­
tients in Goa to be ad ministered the new
wonder drug: chlo ramphenico l costing
Rs. 48 for a bottle of four doses (equal
10 more than 480 rupees now). But as a
mission ary he was enti tled to free treat­
ment a nd a fi rst cl ass room. For Fr.
Scuderi they wouId have done anyth ing.
All the doctors and personnel were his
friends .

One more Hlow

On February 11 , 1952. Fr. Zola took
the pupils o f the Portuguese School to
Valpoi for a picn ic . It was almost evening
and the y were no t back yet, although we
had agreed they wou ld return by 6
o'clock. Fr. Moja went to the ferry wharf
to see. When they approached the wharf
in the ferry boat, there was dead silence,
and Fr. Zola in two words informed Fr.
Moja that they had lost a boy in the river
w here th e y had gone fo r a swim.. .
agai nst all warnings.

Fr. Moja. who was in charge dur­
ing the sickness of the rector. knew that
he had to go to Valpoi, but first , he had
to see the rec tor at the hospital. As he
entered o n tiptoe. Fr. Scuderi who was
still under the effect of feve r and dru gs,
half opened his eyes and said: "So me­
thing has happened . What is it? Are the
boys back ? Why this silence" and he had
to be told . as kindly as possible...

" Don' t you know that I live the life
of the Oratory by the community and

school bells, and 1 see e verything before
my eyesTFr. Scuderi said . Then he told
Fr. Moja: " I fee l you wa nt to go to Valpoi .
and 1think yo u should go, but be careful
how you d rive . A few minutes more will
not change things: '

Fr. Moja informed the family, pre­
senting the event as doubtful. He would
go and would co me back to inform. He
went and came during the night and on
the fo llow ing morn ing went again tak ing
the mother, an elder bro the r and one sis­
ter wit h hi m, ins isti ng that the funeral
would be in Valpoi itself and then there
wou ld be Mass a nd exeq uies in ou r
Panjim chapel. The brother, who was an
Oratory boy of the senior gro up. gave
so me tro uble but all the other membe rs
of the family behaved qui te bravely, es ­
pecially the mother.

And T ha t 's T hat!

In the meantime, the Provincial had
informed th e Superiors abou t Fr.
Scuderi's health condition s, and they an­
swered by ca lling him to Italy.

As soon as he was informed he said
to Fr. Moja: "And that's that! The only
superior who knew me well and on whom
I could rely was Fr. Ricaldone. and he is
dead to all the others I am practically just
o ne of the many. Th ey won' t allow me
back:' Fr. Ricaldone had died in Decem­
ber.

Before leaving, Fr. Scuderi prepared
his farewell by celebrating a solemn Mass
and asking for the crowning of the statue
of Our Lady of Fatima that was on the
main alta r. Th e Patri arch was invited for
tha t. Both knew that it was a farewell. and
could hard ly d isguise their fee lings.

Amon g other th ings. Fr. Scuderi (he
was a very good speaker) said " Whe rever
I go. She will be with me to show me the
way ; but She will be here with you too ;
'love her and imitate her virtues especially
her puri ty. She will co ntin ue to wo rk
wonders as She has done during these six
years ."

That was on March 13. On the fol-
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lo wing day he le ft fo r Bombay and
Italy. He had guessed right. He was
not allowed back .

When he vis ited Goa in 1970,
among the rejo icing of most there was
the resentment of a few. He wo uld
have liked to co me back and work here
even then. but all the tim e he knew
what was in man .

Fr. Scudcri worked in his ho me
land of Sic ily in Catan ia for a short
time. then in Cal tanissena . Gela. Riesi
as rec tor and founde r giving to those
institutions an impulse that his succes­
sors found hard to continue. The last
years he spent in the ho use of his youth.
San Gregorio . Catania. as incharge of
the Salesian Missionary Animation in
Sicily.

The End of a Faithful Servant

Fr. Vincent Scudcri d ied on No­
vember 22. 1982 in Catania at the Ora­
torio Salesiano. San Gregorio. where
he had learnt 10 know and love Do n
Bosco as a boy. He had lived his 81st
birt hday on earth in April.

"I hope God w ill g ive me the
grace to work till my last hour: ' he had
often said. Our Lord granted him his
wish.

He worked un past 11 o 'clock of
the pre vio us nigh t, Nove m be r 2 1.
which the old calendar kept as the feast
of the Presentation of Mary at the Tem­
pie. He died while tryi ng to get up and
resume his work at 6:30 in the morn­
ing. of his last day .

Fr. Aloysius di Fiore. ex- provin­
cia l of Madras. and Fr, Moja. who had
bee n close 10Fr. Scuderi from his first
Sulesian profession. w'ere present at the
funeral. A rather imp lausible pair: one
representing officialdom, the other rep­
resenting all who kne w, admi red and
loved Fr. Scuderi. fo r the person he
was, fo r his priestly and Salesian vir­
tues, fo r his untiring example of zeal
for souls, loving fidelity to Don Bosco
and tender love for MaT)'. •
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ARCHBISHOP LOUIS MATHIAS
Courtesy Centenary Souvenir

Loui s Mathlas was born in
Paris onJuly 20. 1887. and lost both
his parents by Decem ber 1899. He
made his noviti ate and fir st profes­
sion at San Gregorio (Sicily) in May
1905. He was ordained a priest on
July 20, 19 13. It was when he was
Rector at Pedara that he was cho­
sen to head the first Salesian mis­
sionaryexpedition to Assam in Sep­
tember 19 2 1.

He reached Shill ong on Janu­
ary 13.1922.On 12Decembcrof the
same yea r he was nominated Pre­
fect Apostolic of Assam. Bhutan
and Manipur. He was the first
Salesian Provincial of India and
cont inued to hold that office till
1934. He established a network of
schools. agricultural and techni cal
institutions and a printing press.
When Shillong was erected as a new
diocese. Mgr. Mathias was made its
first Bishop on Nove mber 10.1 934.

O n Ma rc h 29 . 19 23 M gr.
Math ias received a letter fro m an
influential Mangalorean Catholic of
Bombay. Mr. EA.C. Rebello . In it
he ex pressed the desire th at the
Salesians take up tech nica l educa­
tion in Bombay (to facil itate land
spec ulat io n for hi s coope rat ive
hou sing soc ieties). Thus the idea of
begi nning work in Bo mbay wa s
sown. But many other reasons nur­
tured the idea and gradually com­
pelled Mgr. Mathias to pursue this
initiat ive.

Bom bay was the "Gateway of
India" for most of the vis itors . es­
pec iall y be fo re the age of ae ro ­
planes. It had the largest co ncen tra­
tion of Catholics and the proportion
of Catholics to the rest of the popu­
lation at tha t time was very high .

56

The total po pulati o n in 1931 of
Bombay Island was 1.26 8.306 and
c a tho l ic s a lo ne in 19 37 we re
6 1.357. The ca tho lic population in­
e luding the northern suburbs and
Bassein in 1937 was 129.356 . Many
of them could be found in all walks
o f life and they had a live ly faith.
Hence many good voca tions to the
prie sthood and religious life could
be found among the Bombay Catho­
lics. Another compelling reason that
motivated Mgr. Mathias to open a
Sa les ian presence in Bombay was
the need for a place that co uld serve
as a stop over for those entering and
leaving India .

Finally in 1927 duri ng the e x­
traord inary visit ation of Fr. Peter
Ricaldone to India the decision to
be gin work was fi nali sed. T he
Salesians agreed to begin work at
the Immaculate Conception Schoo l
at Tardeo in June 1928.

Thi s final ou tcome was the re­
suit of the singular diplomatic skills
a nd pe rse ve rin g zea l o f M g r.
Mathias who was able to circum­
ven t the se vere opposition by the
Jesuit administrator of the arc hd io­
cese (of the Propaganda Fide ) by
so liciting the help of the bisho p of
D am a n (o f the Po rt ugu e se
Padroodo ). A lesser m an wou ld
have su rrende red and the Salesian
pre sence in Bombay wo uld have
remained a dream .

Late r in 1935 . th e See o f
Mad ra s fe ll vacant whe n Arc h­
b ishop Eugene MederJet expired.
and Bishop Methia s was chose n to
be the new Archbishop of Madras.
Th e archdioces e of Madras and the
diocese of Mylapore were united to
form the new arc hd ioce se of Ma­
d ras-Mylapo re in 1952 and Mgr.
Mathias became its fir st arc hbis hop
in November of the same year,

During the thirty years of work
in Madras he started the major semi­
nary at Poo namallee and founded
o ne hundred and fifty inst itutio ns
with a 'Catholic Centre' to control
their ad ministration. He-established
orphanages. technical schools. in­
stitutions for the deaf and dumb and
for the blind and hom es for fou nd­
li ngs. These. to ge ther w ith 500
small ho uses for the needy. are elo ­
q uem proofs for his co mpassion for
the poor. True to his motto. Aude et
Spera. he cared for the people God
had given him.

He died at Legnano on Augu st
3. 1965. He was easily one of the
greatest of the pre lates of the church
in India in the 20th cen tury. With­
out his intelligence. diplomacy and
hard work the province of Bombay
mig ht never have ex isted .
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FR. AURELIUS MASCHIO
by I oseph Casti

Rev, Fr. Aurelius Maschio was
born to Gi use ppe Maschio and
Orsclina Della Cia on February 12.
1909 at Vazzola (Treviso), Italy. He
was the sixth of I J children. Litt le
Aurelius showed early signs of a
vocation to the priesthood; he bui lt
his own little altar in a quiet corner
of the hou se. and enjoyed imitating
the rites of the Mass. At the age of
10 he informed his mother that he
wanted to become a priest. In the
year 1919. his parents encouraged
him by send ing him 10 Don Bosco
Inst i tute at Samp ie rda re nu .
Genova. After four years. he was
se nt fro m Sampi crdar ena to the'
Aspirantate of Pcnango in October
1923. At the end of the schoo l year.
in Oc tober 1924. he surprised eve­
rybody by asking to be sent to work
in the Missions. He overcame the
opposition of his mother. and went
to the Salesian Mother House. at
Turin. to join the missionary expe­
dition of 1923. He was 15 years old .
and loo ked like a litt le boy su r­
rounded by the ot her. more ma ture
missionaries.

On November 2. 1924. he set
sail fro m Venice to Bombay. where
he would begin his first Sa lesian
training. Fifteen days later he and
his companion s touched the shores
of Bombay. never thinking that he
would spend the major portion of
his life in this ci ty. After a few hours
of rest he boarded the train for Cal­
cuua and then for Guwahati. He fi­
nally reached Shillong to beg in his
novitiate.

On Christmas nig ht of 1925
he made his first religious profes­
sion as a Salesian and a year later
he began his study of philosophy.
He learned Khast. the local lan­
guage. so fast and so well. that he

was entrus ted with the ed iting of the
local religious magazine. Ka Ling
Kristan . Su nday s used to be heady
days. with music. games and classes
for the youth of the villages.

After the study of phil oso­
ph)'. Brother Aurelius d id his prac­
tica l training at Don Boseo Techni­
cal Schoo l. Shillong. and was very
succes sful as a teacher. He began
his theolog ical stud ies in 1930 and
was ordained a prie st by Mg r.
Ferdinand Perrier. Archbishop of
Calcutta. on April 29. 1933. He was
ju st 24 years o ld.

Soon after ordination
Fr. A ureliu s be gan hi s work at
Cberrapunjee together with Fr.
Mle kus. his superior. This mission
station had been vacant for 20 years;
the residence was a ruin. the area
was hill y. full o f rivers and wit hout
roads . Th e two missionaries had to
cover kilometre after kilometre on
foot. c limb steep hills. cross rivers
and streams . Withi n a few months.
Fr. Mlekus died of sheer exhau stio n
at the age of 31. and Fr. Aurelius
was entrus ted with the responsibil­
ity of the mission.

Without slow ing do wn hi s
missionary tours. he bought a plot
o f lan d. rebu ilt the res ide nce.
bought another plot where he set­
lied the Salesia n Sis ters and began
se tt ing up vi llage c hape ls . He
showed himself a good organizer. a
great fund raiser. a man with a great
capacity to win friend s and collabo-­
rators.

Meanwhile in the western pan
of India. work in Bombay was taken
up by Sale sian Fat he rs Jose ph
Hauber and Adolph Tornquist.They
we re in charge of the Mary lm­
maculate Institute. a small school
and boarding for poor Goan boys
situated in Tardeo. Fr. Tomquist was
expected to develop the institution
but d ue to his failing health he was
too ill and left the hou se without a
superior for several months. It was
then that the Salesian provincial.
Fr. Egidiu s Cinato. call e d th e
twenty-seven-year-old Fr. Maschio
who was Rector at Cherra punjee to
head the Sa lesian work in Bombay.

Fr. Aurelius came to Turdeo
on February 19 . 1937. He and his
boy s we re evi cted fro m the build­
ing used by the Mary Immaculate
Institute. He temporari ly rented a
building and bought a plot of land
in Matunga, which at that time was
the northernmost quarter of Bom­
bay.

It wa s a m a rs hy, une ven
ground. Its price- Rs. 2.30 .000. was
beyond Fr. Aureli us" financ ial pos­
sibility ; but he stuck to his plan.
started a ca mpaign of fund raising.
conducted a lott ery. sent appeals to
well wishers. He go t low interest
loa ns and leve lled the land with the
debris brought in after the explosion
at the Bo mbay harbour. With the
help of many influential friends like





The typewriter; his life-companion ... interceding Oil

behalfof the "udJ.

the Tata family. he built the fir st
blocks of a huge schoo l and a hos­
tel for boys.

Soo n he had a fa mou s brass
band, spacious playgrounds, good
results in sports. co mpet itions and
good academic results. His succ ess
was cro wned by his election as del­
egat e 10 the Ge neral Chapter of the
Sule siuns in 1947 and 1952 .

Fr. Aurc lius had been th e
Rector of Don Ho..co . Matungu for
16 yea rs when . in 1953. he was re­
placed by Fr. Mauro Casaroni . He
remained at Marunga and continued
his role o f provider for the Salesian
inst itutions in w estern Indi a. He
e sta bli shed h is office . bui lt the
Shri ne of Mary Help of Chris tians.
and published the now famous Do"
Hosco's Mado"'''', He expanded the
circle of his benefactors and well
wishers by typin g out thousands of
letters e veryday,

In 1972 the Province of Bom­
bay was form ed with Fr. Dcnni s
Duarte as its first provincial. Father
Aurclius continued to prov ide the
means for the ex pans ion. He made
it possible to buy plot s o f land in
the important c ities of Maharashtra.
Goa and Gujarat. 10 build institu­
l io ns. 10 pro vide eq u ipment for
school s and tech nical
inst itute s . Today
more than 40 impres­
sive insti tutions and
charitable works are
full y ope rati ng . ca­
tering approximately
to th irty- tho usand
youn g people per
ye ar . They range
from churches. par­
ish e s. a cademic
schools. hostels . for ­
mal and non -form al
technica l in st itu tes.
ru ra l developme nt
proj ect s. med ia cc n-

tres. carechctical centres and insti ­
tute s for drop-o uts and street chil­
dre n. All of them ex ist due to Fr.
Maschi o's har d wo rk. o rganiza ­
tional gen ius and deep faith in God's
providence made availab le as he al­
ways repeated 'thro ugh the mater­
nal hands of Ou r Blessed Mother'

Fr. Aurelius"genuine love for
the poor, the orphans. the lep rosy
patients. did not restrict him to the
mere construc tion of bui ldings. He
subsidis ed hospitals and homes that
ca red fo r the m. He directly sus­
tained them through the distribution
of fCKJd . clothes and money. He gave
generous ly to those who turned 10

him for help, Together with the late
Fr. Antonio Aless i. his close com­
pan ion . he chose th e Soc iety of
Helpers of Mary 10 build a leper
hospital and colony al Velholi . ap­
proximately 100kms fmm Bombay.

As his activities made him
known irucmatio nully, he was rec­
ognized by the European Comm u­
nity as the Head of a non- govern­
mental organization and entrusted
..... ith the distribution o f thousands
of ton s of food every year to wor­
thy soc ial projects.

Th e Italian govern ment ac ­
kno wledged his philant hropic ac-

tivhi es by conferring on him the
Knighthood of the Ital ian Republic
10 1970 and the t itl e of
Commendatore in 1973. Ind ian or­
ganizations confe rred a number of
awards on him. and a "Pr, Aurelius
Maschio Award.. for humanitarian
persons was started in the year 1993
by a lay group of volunteers who
formed his Diamond Ju bilee Com­
minee.

On September 9. 1995. he fell
victi m to the dreaded Parki nson 's
Syndrome and a series of other ill­
nesse s followed. His body was worn
out from the sheer exhau st ion of
pu tting se rvice before se lf for 65
years. In Fehruary he began 10 show
signs of worsening and was rushed
to Holy Family Hospital, Mumbai.
where he succumbed to the illness
atIIA5 a.m.onSeptember9.1996.

Fr. M aschios bod y wa s
brou ght to his beloved Shrine and
laid fo r public hom age for three
days.Hearing the news ofhis death.
many sympathetic people ca me for­
ward with a ge nero sity that was un­
precedcnred. Queues flocked re pay
their respects in thou sands and to
reg ister their thanks in the co ndo­
lence book. Many offered to give
their serv ices free of cos t for the

serv ices to fo llow.

Th e Funeral Mass
and buri al service was
held at 5 .00 p.m . with
m uc h so le m nity. Hi s
Emi nence Si mon Cardi­
nal Pimenta ce lebrated
th e litu rgy and gave a
touching hom ily. People
left the Don Bo sc o
premises conso led and
co mforted. knowing in
th ei r hearts that th ei r
be loved friend and hen­
e facto r fo r so ma ny
years was now closer to
them than ever before .
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FR. JOSE LUIS CARRENO
by Jose Rico

Jo se Luis Carreno was born in
Bilbao. Spain. on October 23. 1905.
His father was Roge lio and his
mother, Tcresa. He was baptised on
October 28, and was assigned a
most revered teacher: his mother.
'The initiation was as profound and
radical as a kiss from God,"

One senses the intimate friend­
ship that uni ted him to God from
early childhood. With this spiritual
grace of uninhibited surrender to
God and the eyes of a JXlCl. he was
able 10 see constantly the beauty of
God in creatures. the providenceof
God in eve ry circumstance. the
mercy of God in forgive ness and he
was happy 10 be a reflection of
God's goodness and gentleness to
hi s fellow humans.

"One morning", he recalls in
his memo irs. " my mother look me
10 Mass. 'Look.' she said. ' in a lit­
tle while the priest will raise a small
white round thin g. That's Jesus! '
S ure enough. sho rt ly after. there
was the so und of a sma ll be ll and in
the se mi darkness a small ro und
object began to rise s lowly in the
hands of th e priest. 1 must have
given a sharp cry becau se I imme­
diately felt a soft hand covering my
mo uth . That round object was for­
ever rive ted on my soul. It was the
' personal revelation' o f the mystery
of transubstantiatio n,"

He entered the Salesian schoo l
o f Santander in November 19 13.
"To enter the House of Don Bosco
meant to settle pe rmanently within
the gravitational pull of the 'Real
Presence' ,' .

He entered the aspiranta te at
Campello. He recalls: "A congre ­
gation like ours. for which we were
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preparing ourse lve s at Campello. is
made up of men dedicated to God
to whom they are going to lead

countless ge nerations through the
upos tola te ofchristian education. To

ed ucate. ho wev er. is to elevate. and
to christianize is to divinize. Th ose
men mu st then be superior in eve­
rything, especially in the refinement
o f the spir it. That's why all the
Ca mpe llos in the world mu st get the
very best ed ucat ion,"

One begins to understand his
preoccupation in India and the Phil­
ippines for the establishment of high
calibre centres for the formation of
na tive vocations,

From Campello he went to the
no vitiate at Carabanchel Alto in
192 I. then made his profession on
July 25 .1922. After a brief m ilitary
serv ice. he made his perpetual pro­
fession in Sarria on Decembe r It .
1928 . He was rated as "an excel­
le nt yo u ng ma n of sol id piety.
bright. jo vial. greatly attached to
the Congregation. One can expect
great things from him."

He .....as ordained to the priest ­
hood in Gerona on May 21. 1932 .
On that solemn occasio n he too k as
his motto th e word s of SI. Pau l
"Omnis Christu,s-Chris t is All" (Col
3: I 1). On the eve of his ordination
he wrote to the Rector Maj or. Fr.
Peter Ricaldone asking h im to send
hi m to the miss ions. " 1 want to of­
fer mysel f unconditionally to my su­
periors to work in the missions in
accordance wi th my des ire s an d
pray ers during the last seven years.
I o nly ask you that my de stin ation
be also in accordance with m y
weakness. I am not afra id of Bol­
shev iks o r pirates but I am afraid of
my self. L ikewise I want to ex press
my liking for the missions of Asia.
1 am ready, however, to go to any
place o n earth as obedience may
d ispose of me ,"

He spent the followin g year at
Cowley, Eng land, studying Eng lish.

Then he set sail for Ind ia. He ar­
ri ved in Bombay in 1933 . At that
time salesi an India ha d o nly one
province. the pro vincial house be­
ing located at Shil long, Assam , Th e

provi nc ia l was the future b ishop
Mathias . In the south, in Madras. the
Archbi shop was the Salesian
Eugene Mederl e t.

Th e fo llowing year, 1934. a
second province was fonned . lt was
established in the South with its pro­
vincial house at Vell ore .

At th e death o f Arc hb isho p
Meder le t. bishop Mathias too k his
place in 1935 . The Provincial in the
South was Fr. Eligio Cinato .

Fr. Carreno. a prie st no t yet 28
years old. was sent to the novitiate
ofTirupattur where as the firs t nov­
ice master he began 10 fonn ne w
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WE SOLEMNLY AND OFFICIALLY CONSE·
CRATE ENTIRELY AND FOR EVERTO THY
MOST SACRED HEARTOUR SALESIAN
PROVINCE OF ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
IN SOUTH INDIA.

o most loving Jesus, when Thy servant Fr. Rua
consecrated the Salesian Congregation to Thy most
Sacred Heart, our Salesian Province of South India
did not exist except in Thy loving designs. But now
that Thou hast called it to life, we want it entirely and
spontaneously consecrated to Thee.

To this purpose we gather today before Thee and
Jesus, here present in the most Holy Sacrament of the
Eucharist in this first Temple that our Province has
erected to Thy love, and after having implored the
assistance of the Most Pure Heart of Mary Help of
Christians, of SI. John Bosco of SI. Francis de Sales
and all the saints of Heaven,

One ofFr. Carreno's firs t solemn acrs as provincial was the conse­
cration of the province ro the Sacred Heart of Jesus on July 2.
1943. /r coincided with the blessing of the Sacred Heart Church in
Tirupanu n the inauguration of the aspirantate and the ordination
of six new priests. among whom were the fir st three Indian novices
of 1933. This consecration left such an impact on the province
rhar,jor anyone with rhe eyes of faith. it can be cited as the reason
for the phenomenal growth of the province in south India. Today.
55 years later; a roral of1086 Salesians (nor counting novices}, are
spread Old in/our provinces that have their origins inthe Province
ofMadras.

Ko ta g 'i r i ( 19 46 ), Poo na malJ e e
(1947). Nagercoil ( 1947). He trav­
elled to several countries in Europe
as king fo r he lp for his aposto lic
works. He even communicated his
message in songs . He would ask for
three thing s: prayers, sacrifices and
material help. He even got certain
banks to fund donation s and schol­
arshi ps for missionary undertakings
under the title MISALM A (Salesian
Missions of Madras),

orde ring Fr. Carreno to take charge
o f the Salesian Province of South
Ind ia. He had to take the place of
the Provincial, FT. Eligio Cinato.
and was given the faculties of a Pro­
vinci al. Bishop Louis Math ias in­
vited him to be the Vicar General
of the Archdiocese of Madras thus
conferring on him the title of ..Me n­
signor" .

His wor kload doubled and so
did the presences in the Pro vince :

missionaries. alm ost all from differ­
ent European countries .

From this no vitiate came those
who were to bui ld the Salesian pres­
ence in India. Fr. Luigi Di Fiore. one
of his no vices and later the Provin­
cial of Madras writes: "Without a
doubt the most preci ous legacy that
Fr. Carreno handed on to us was the
sales ian spirit in its es sential char­
acteri stics: thirst for souls. fraternal
charity, family spirit built on prayer,
work, chee rfulness. health y o pti­
mism. hospitality."

In August 1939, India felt the
echoes ofWorld War 11. All foreign­
ers, including missionaries who be­
lo nged to countries at wa r with
Great Britain we re taken to concen­
trat ion camps in 1942. Fortunately
Fr. Carreno belonged to a neutral
country and was able to help and
serve as an intermediary for them
before the authorities.

Being an authen tic missionary
he sensed the need to "i ndia nize"
the Sale sian pre se nce in Ind ia .
Therefore he too k great pains to
look for and form native vocations.
Furthermore due to the blocking of
the Suez Canal. the flow of mission­
arie s from Europe was even further
hindered. Sal cs ian works were in
disarray. Of the 400 missionaries in
prison ca mps. J36 were Sale sians.
Moreover in 1947, lndiaproclaimed
its independence from Great Brit­
ai n and th e ne w go ver nmen t
adop ted a policy of not gran ting vi·
sas to new fore ign m issio naries.
God was writing straight on crooked
lines.

Fr. Carreno would go around
schools and talk about Do n Bosco.
He would make everyone enthusi ­
astic with the ideal of sav ing souls
and would attract them with his sim­
plicity and his cheerfulness,

Meanwhile in the midst of the
war, Vatican Radio sent a message
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In a report to the Rec tor Ma­
jor, which was mandatory for all
provincial s. o n the state o f the ir
pro vinces. Fr. Ca rreno writes of the
de ve lopm ent in his province and
especia lly in Bombay:

" In Bombay the progress has
bee n almo st miraculous. The land
there is the most expensive in India
but. in spite of difficulti e s, Fr.
Maschio has been able to buy land
and bu ild a magn if icent modern
two-storey buildi ng whic h has
drawn the attent ion and the esteem
of the people for the work. o f Don
Bosco in India: '

He was then as ked by the Rec­
tor Major to put the Coo pera tor 's
movement back on its feet in Spain .

Late r. after the war, in Octo­
ber 1952. he was sent to Goa . "Gou
was love at firs t sight" wrote Fr.
Carreno in his -Warp ;1l the Loom."

At the end of World war If.
after years in concentratio n camps,
most missionaries were allowed to
return to their wor k. The more trou­
blesom e ones were forced to retu rn
to the ir countries .

Fr. Carreno new 10 New Delhi
to talk to the Vicero y but His Maj­
esty's Gov ernment did not listen .
" Very well. then" he said , "those
men have com e to India to serve
Christ . If you don't want them in
Briti sh India they ' ll go to Port u­
guese India." And so. seven of those
missio naries went to Gou and be­
gan to work among the children.

Fr.Carrcno stayed there eight
years. This is how he summarized
the wor k. being done there: "Two
techn ical schools: a h igh and el ­
e me nta ry sc hoo l: two pu bl ic
churches. o ne built in Panji m to the
Pilgrim Virgin : the care of more
then 600 poor boys provided for
with the help of the Patriarch and
the Portuguese Government : the
publicat ion s that came out from our
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pre sses: the "Catholic Hour ' over
the go vernment rad io statio n: and
above all. the work for vocations of
wh ich God was a real mine : '

Soo n after, the Ind ian Go vern­
ment broke d ipl omat ic re latio ns
with the Portuguese Government
and Fr. Carreno was ca lled by Pan­
d it Nehru as an intermediary in the
liberati o n of Ind ian prisoners in
Goa. At the end of thc interview Fr.
Carreno contided to Nehru: " Mr.
Prime Mini ster. 1'111 not being very
dipl om atic: ' " No Father: ' replied
Nehru. " but you are a sincere man: '

Four mont hs later Goa grur ued
amnesty to the Ind ian priso ners
th rough the med ia t io n o f th e
C hurc h. The Ind ian Gove rnment
did not give anyth ing in exchange.
Later Indian troop s occu pied Goa.

The Port uguese Salesia ns e x­
pressed their gra titude and admira­
tion for Fr. Carreno: 'The Oratory
at Panji m, with its high school. tech­
nical sc hoo l and Youth Centre and
the Orat o rie s : the sta rt of the
uspi runtat e next to the board ing
schoo l for abando ned yo uth: the
spread of the devotion to Mary Help
of Christians and de votio n to Don
Bosco : the collaboration with the
native clergy and the prestige of the
salesian work. are sufficie nt proof
of the real worth of Fr. Carreno."

At the end of his term as tee­
tor of Panj im in 1960 . as he was
about to leave for Europe. the stu­
dents to ld him: " If we knew yo u
woul dn ' t come back , we wouldn ' t
have let you go to the airpo rt."

A proof of his dedication and
achievement was the medal given
to him by the Port uguese Govern­
ment.

Between Madras and Goa Fr.
Ca rreno had spe nt al most thirty
years in Ind ia. The Salesians loved
him dearly. In him they found the
best and most co mplete repl ica of

Don Bcsco: a loving father with a
big heart. a man of initiative. always
smiling. highly intelligent. a man
with his eyes on the future,

From Goa he was assigned to
wo rk in the Philippines and later
bad again in Spain where he lived
till his death . He departed for his
heavenl y home o n the feast of Cor ­
pus Cbristi. on May 29, 1986. More
than fifty conce lebrants attended the
funeral mass. All were convinced
that Fr. Carrcno had attained Eter­
nal Life .

O n his go lde n j ubi lee o f
priestly ordination he wrote o n his
souve nir card " If Iifty years ago my
motto as a young priest was 'C hrist
is Ail' today, old and overw helmed
by his love. I would ....'rite it in solid
gold because in reality C HRIST IS
ALL:"

Think wha t it '/I he like 10

j ump as hore
Ami be ill heaven at hurl
T oopen one 's eves ID see

wha t :\' happenillg
A m/ IO hear GOt/ sav:" YOII

are home already! "
o what pteasure 10 sink ;1110

that sea;
10close your eyes and begin
to lo ve once the heart I/lH

SlOpped!

U Pianeers: Fr, Josa unsCarreno



MSGR. VINCENT SCUDERI
by Guiseppe 1140ja

Vincent Scuderi was born to
Gaetano and Carmela Calcaterra in
Ramacca. a rural 100vn 40 km sou th
west of Catania. on May 30. 1902.
He was the first of the three chil­
dren. He grew into a handsome in­
telligent boy moulded by his wise
mother. On discovering that he was
a child who showed great prom ise
his pare nts e ntrusted him to the
Salesians at the SI. Phillip Ner i
School <11 Cutania . The first months
were not easy for him. but he soon
overcame the difficulties presented
by the new kind of life and became
a br i lliant stude nt and a leader
among his companions.

When . at the cnd of his high
sc hool, he opted to ente r the
Salesian novitiate. no one was sur­
prised. His parents objected at the
beginning beca use of his young age,
but he soon convinced them that his
choice was the will of God . Later
this almost uncanny gift ofpersuad­
ing people deve loped and made of
him a wizard at winning people over
to his side even in most controve r­
sial situations.

As a Salesian cle ric he ex­
celled in studies and co nduct. He
also manifested an innate love for
souls, never missing an occasion to
do good to someone. He wa s a
model of piet y. chee rfulness and
apostol ic zea l even before he be­
came a priest. In 1924. when he was
in his second year of theology, his
mother died. Vincent suffered the
loss like no one else in his family
but he stuck to his voca tion with the
rememberauce of her encourage ­
ment to pursue his goal.

Within two years he was or­
dained '11the age of 24. He vvas as-

signed to the house of formation of
San Gregorio . Bu t the re was a
dream that he had cherished from
his ear ly teen s: the missions. With­
out infor ming anyo ne lest they
should dissuade him, but with the
encouragement of his co nfessor, he
wrote to the Rector Major. apply­
ing forthe missions. When the news
broke. all put pressure on him to
change his mind. but he never wa­
vered. It was a tremendous sacr ifice
for all , espec ially for his father and
family members. and for the local
superiors who had plans for him. He
was young and yet crowds gathered
to wave farewe ll when he left.

He reached Shillong. capital of
Assam at that time. at the end of
December 1928 and Msgr. Muthias.
Vicar Apostolic and Provincial as­
signed hi m to the theologute in
Shillong with the ad vice: "Take
your bearings. learn English and
Khasi and get a feel of the place."
Msgr. Mathias who had worked in
Sicily before coming to India. knew
Fr. Scude ri as a young man for
whom nothing was [00 big. Fr. Vin­
cent set to work at once, but after
18 mon ths the supe rior who had

watched him close ly called him and
said "You never said a word and that
stands in your favour, but I know
wha t is in your heart . I am going 10

send you 10 Guw ahati. You wi ll be
in charge of all the territory of As­
sam outside the Khasi Hills. Will
that be enough for you?" Fr. Scuderi
was very close to bursting for jo y.

He was given two other you ng
Salesiun priest s to help him, Fr.
Archimedes Pianazzi and Antonio
Alessi. As soon as he rook charge,
they divided the immense territory
into zones giving a place also to two
veterans who had run the show so
far: Fr. Piasecki and Fr. Marmol. It
was June 193 1. They scouted the
whole area in a two month 's whirl­
wind tour.

In late 1934 Fr. Scude ri was
called from Guwahati to shoulder
the task of Provincial. He left be­
hind a consolidated and extended
centcr at Guwuha ti and dozens of
cha pe ls and s mall ce ntres all
through the Goalpara and Kamrup.
His co nte mporar ies who had a
chance [0 wo rk wi th him during
these years recall the experience :
"Gruelling work, poverty. toget her
with all the details of Salesian pi­
ety and observance. Scuderi? Yes.
first up. last to bed and with every­
one of us who could hardly keep
apace but would not da re complain.
the heart of a mother. But you had
to work."

As a Provincial his jurisdiction
extended 10 the whole of Assam and
Bengal, with two houses in V.P.,
Sahararnpur and Roork y. He was
32. the younges t Provincial in the
co ngregation. A few months later.
he was also made Apostolic Admin-
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istrator of the diocese of Krishnagur
which at that time ex tended fro m
Faridpur a nd Khuln a. East a nd
South to the Behrampore and
Murshidabad region in the North.
Fro m now on he would be Msgr.
Vincent Scude ri . He never rea lly
cared .

To attend to both charg es bet­
ter. he shifted the Provincial centre
to Calcu tta in 1935 . Here too he
used the same approach with the
same restless zea l. His.eyes wide
open to any opportunity and the will
to grab it. He often felt strained due
to the pressure of having to account
to his su periors for the dec isions he
took . But rare ly. if ever. was he
asked to retreat. because his cho ices
were mostl y appropriate.

On April 10. 1936. the whole
Catho li c M is sio n o f Shi llo ng .
Lairumkhra was destroyed by fire.
Eighty confreres . comprising nov-

ices. students of philosophy and the­
o logy and their superiors were left
withou t a home and with j ust the
clothes they had on and very little
else. Fr. Scuderi was in Calcutta at
that time. From there he moved with
lightning speed. By the 14th of the
month all were sheltered in a sum­
mer house of the Jesu it Fathers in
Tung, a hamlet on the road fro m
Kurseong to Darjeeling.

W hen in J une 19-t0. Msg r.
Scude ri was taken priso ner by the
Brit ish as Italy entered the war on
the side of Germany, he left behind
a much developed province : new
sc hoo ls . mi ssio ns. no v itate s. a
philosophate . a theologate a nd
shrines .

In the Camps at Fort Willi am
(Calc utta). Ahmednagar. Deolali .
DehraD hun. he had neither schools
nor parishes so he turned his zea l
to wards pro moti ng the we lfare of

hi s compa nions. The re
was no time for moping .
recriminating and frus ­
tra ting thoughts inste ad
he prefe rr ed to study.
pray. and to work round
the clock to ward ofTthe
wo rm of dejecti on and
de spai r. A nu mber o f
p risone rs d ied in h is
arms. co mforted and at
pe ace . Man y sal esinns
stud ied and prepared for
their ordinations..

He was th e n re­
moved from the m a nd
sent to a parole ca mp for
families at Purandarh (a
trick planned by the Brit­
ish 10 break the morale of
the Italian III Wing of the
Ca mp. and to break him
too) . But his life style d id

U nu m, Ih~ ~ld~sl t hUd in
th~ / ami/,.

not change. He began a school for
childre n of the prisoners. one for the
se rva nts . one fo r the s we e pe r
colony. He would give religious in­
s truc tio n to C hri stians and no n
Ch ristia ns alike . A Dutch Lutheran
pasto r with his wife d id not miss the
message of thi s ardent man and
were co nverted to Ca tholicism.

When the Briti sh made it clear
he would have to go. he opted for
the Portu guese territory o f Goa. so
as not to leave India. There a new
saga of six years. with a group of
volunteers who followed him . be­
gan. He started with the Oratory and
a Portuguese primary schoo l. fol­
lowed by a techn ical sc hool and
English High Schoo l; two other fes­
live and daily o ratories in tow n; a
tec hnical school in Valpoi : he even
bought a plot in Panjim . the capi­
tal. and built a chapel that soon be­
came a ce ntre of devotion for hun­
dred s.

However. broken by two ma­
jor hern ia operations and a severe
bout of typho id. he was called back
to Italy by the superiors. Undau nted
and still afire with missionary zea l
he returned to his beloved Sa lesian
house at Catania.

Msgr. Vincent Scuderi was 24
years in Ind ia: He was roughl y 12
years in Assam and Bengal( 1928­
1940 ); he spent 6 yea rs as a pri s-

2.1 Plon.ers: 1IS1Il. Vincent Scude"



oner (19-Wto 1946) and the remain­
ing 6 years in Goa .

Back in his ow n country and
region, he did not waste time hug­
ging the deep wound caused by his
sudde n removal from his fie ld of
mission. He looked around and
began aga in.

After a short interva l spent at
Catania . he was sent 10

Cahaniseua .There he bui lt a church
on foundations Ihal had stood un­
fulfilled for years , enlarged the Ora­
tory premises and made it flouri sh
with hundreds of boys and young
men anending daily. He bought a
new pial of land and built a Techni ­
ca l Schoo l endowi ng it with
machinery.The Sisters too were in
and helped him make a start. After
nine years he had to be changed, ac­
cordi ng 10 the Salesian Constitution,
but not without leaving behind a
half mutinous city: bishop, authori­
ties and people. who wanted their
"Don Vincenzo' 10 stay with them
forever.

He was sent 10 Gela. a new
tow n rising arou nd a huge chemi­
cal conce rn of the E.N.I. on the
south Western coast of Sicily. Msgr.
Scuderi spent four years there . He
substituted all the makeshift prefabs
wi th beautiful bui ldings and en­
dowed the schoo l with first class
machinery. In due course of time an

Oratory began. From here he
accepted to go to Riesi.

Riesi was a sleepy town.
in a depressed central district
of Sicily. The Waldenses were
there, they had been active for
decades , M sgr. Scuderi re ­
awakened the life in the cen­
tral parish and opened two new
parishes calling in the Sisters
in both. He built a new mod­
ern hosp ice for the old, the
poor and abandoned. In a short
time he was the acclaimed fa-
ther of the town. One day an

emissary of the local Mafia, con­
tacted a Salesian Brother in the
market place and asked him to con ­
vey. d iscreetly. to Fr. Scuderi their
message: "We are with him. If any­
one tries to interfere with his work .
let him just drop a word to us. We
shall do the needful ." (When the
Mafia does the needful. it is gener­
ally. once and for all).

Msgr. Scuderi left Riesi in
1977, He was 75 years old. The su­
periors called him to the formation
house of San Gregorio . Carania. He
wro te in his diary: "Here begins the
decline. It is five in the morning and
I am leavi ng
Riesi . No 'o ne
knows it."

S a le si a n s
and stude nts re­
ceived him like a
gift from heaven.
The oratory felt
hi s pre se nce
fro m the firs t
day. "You can' t
put a lid on a vol­
cano." All co m­
me nt ed . He
cou ld be co me
uncomfort able .
But all knew that
it was his nature.
One phrase he

never used in his life was: 'That's
not my business." For five years he
also animated the Missionary move­
ment in all the Salesian institutions
of Sicily.

You cannot put a lid on a vol­
cano. no you can' t. But God can.
And God did that at 6.15 in the
morning of Nove mber 22, 1982. A
heart attack... and in a few minutes,
before anyone cou ld come 10 his
help . his great heart Slopped beat­
ing.

The simile of the volcano was
used in Sicily where he was known
and where the Etna can bee n seen
from Catania. and miles and miles
aro und , smoking and rumbli ng,
neve r at peace . VVherever he
worked all agreed that to call Vin­
cent Scuderi a volcano was the best
description of the relentless activ­
ity of this man who, from boyhood.
to death, had one only ideal. to be
like Don Bosco: a man give n 10

God, body and soul and everything
in him. for youth and all he could
reach.

(Abo~e) with .Usgr. Mathias
and (below) with His Holi­

ness, Pope Paul \-'1

j
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MEN AT THE HELM - I
A brief descript io" of the Provincials who initiated the establishment of the Bombay Province.

Msg r. Louis Malhias
/ 926-1934

Fr. Efi !(ius Cill(//O
/ 934-1945

Fr.J05~ph Carreno
/ 945-/95/

The Salesians of Don Bosco came to India in 1906 through the assistance of
the bishops of the Padroado diocese of Mylapore . Hence they were for six years
part of the province of Portugal . From 1912 to 1923 they were brought under the
circumscription of the province of Rome. In 1923 they were formed into a visitoria
with Fr. Louis ~ Ialhias as the superior. On May 18. 1926 this visitoria of India
was made into a province of India with Fr. Mathias as Provincial. During this time
Fr. Peter Ricaldone. the Rector Major. visited Thanjavur and Mylapore to appraise
himself of the situation. Alread y from 1920 Fr. Paul Albera was be ing persuaded
by Rome to take over the vast mission of the whole of North-East India. The prot­
estations ofconfrcres working in the south stopped him from withdra wing Sa lesians
from Thanjavur and Mylapore. Again in 1922 Turin decided to recall the Sa lesians
- a decision which was again reversed . Hence. Fr. Ricaldone's visit was timely. He
presented the Vicar General . Mgr. Texeira, a report outlining the conditions under
which the Salesians wo uld continue to work in the diocese . As the diocese was in
no mood to accept these proposals. it wa s decided thal the Salesians withdraw
from Mylapore with effect from May 1928. Thi s departure paved the way to fur­
ther expansion. Fr. Hauber and Dehlert were sent to Bombay to open a new house
there. Fr. Mederlet and four others went to Vellore and the mission of North Arcot
was started. In 1934 the province was divided into North and South. Mgr. Mathi as
was appointed bishop of Shillong. Fr. Scuderi became the Provincial of North
India with headquarters at Shillo ng (later transferred to Calcutta) and Fr. Cinato
was made Provincial of South India.

Fr. Eligius C inato was appointed Provincial of South India which was ca­
nonically erected on Febru ary 8. 193.f. Fr. Cin ato who had come down from As­
sam in 1933 set up the headquarters of the new province at Vellore . He showed
great intell igence. responsibility and spiritual insight to shoulder the task. Under
his able direct ion. the prov ince witnessed furth er developments in Bombay. Ma­
dras. Vellore and Tirupattur, Nevertheless. consolidation rather than expans ion seems
to have been his point of focu s. compelled also by shortage of personnel. Accord­
ing to Fr. Carreno. "It was his foresight. leadersh ip. prestige and experience that
gave great encouragement to all the Salesian activities: ' The new province and
Provincial were firml y supported by archbishop Mathias who was appoi nted to the
archdiocese of Madras in 1935. Fr. Cinato was reappointed Provincial in 1939. but
towards the middle of the war when many Salesians were sent to conce ntration
camps. Fr. Cinato voluntee red to accompany his men .

In Novembe r 1942. as an emergency measure. Fr. .loseph Carreno was ap­
point ed to direct the southern province . In many ways he proved to be its true
architect. One of his first solemn acts . as Provincial, was the consecration of the
province to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on July 2. 1943. It coincided with the bless­
ing of the Sacred Heart Chu rch in Tirupattur, the ordination of six new priests
(among whom were the first three Indian novices of 1933) and the inau guration of
the aspirantate in Tirupattur, Th is consecration left a great impact on the province
and sustained the confreres and inmates throughout the hard times.
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Fr. Archimedes Piafulz;:i
/95/ -/958

Fr. John Med
/ 958-/ 964

Fr. Luigi Di Fiare
/ 964 · /9 7/

Fr. Carreno was the champion of local vocat ions. He wisely guided the prov­
ince for al most ten years, four as substitute-provincial and then from 1945 to 1951
as provincial. His pro vincialship and above all his personal integrity and charm
left an indelible: mark on the confreres of the prov ince . He was truly "the genial
and enthusiastic innovator" of the prov ince of South India. During his term Salesian
centres mushroomed in Kotagiri, Yercaud, Panji m. Valpoi . Basin Bridge, Wadala,
Sagayatho ttam and elsewhere . At the same time some of the exi sting centres like
Tirupattur and VeHore witnessed substantial deve lop ments.

In 195 1 Fr. Carreno handed over the reins of the province to Fr. Archimedes
Pianazzi, "a man as acquainted with the de pths of the Summa Theologica as the
hardships of fir st-hand missionary pioneering." The vitality of the province con­
tinued; the force of that 1943 co nsecration to the Sacred Heart was alway s there.
Salesian work fanne d ou t to more cen tres like Katpadi. Ga ndhinagar, Cochin and
Se Bede's.

In 1958, when the General Chapter elected Fr. Pianazzi, Prefect General of
Studies. Fr. John M ed , a man mature with the spirit ofthe earl y years ofTirupattur,
took up leaders hip of the prov ince for the next six years. They were years of fever­
ish activity. The provincial went round the province on his scooter, anima ting the
communities more by his example than by his soft spoken word s. Egmore,
Coi mbatore, San Thome Minor Se minary, Vardaraj anpet, Irinjalakuda, Kurla.
Guntur. Sulcoma. Lonavla and Kod iveri • these were the main centres that he put
on the Salesian map of sou th India.

In 1964 Fr. Aloysius Di Fiore took charge as provincial. with his uncom mon
fund of dynamism and serene optimism. His stewardship meant among other things.
a new wave of ex pans ion. T he imposing Kristu Jyoti College was set up in
Bangalore. The prov incial office that had its birth in Vellore in 1933 was shifted to
Broadway, Madras and finally to The Citadel, Madras where it exists today. Salesian
aposto la te sp rang up a lso in Ayanavaram, Ennore, Vyusarpad i, vee ratu r.
Udayan dira m. Sholurmattam and Tirupattur.

In 1969, the prov ince was so large that the centres of the Bombay-Goa region
were detached to form the 'Visitatory' of Bom bay headed by Fr. Dermis Duarte.
Three years late r, Bombay became a Province .

_______ _ _ _ , 67

2.2 Prevlnclats: Men alltle Helm I



MEN AT THE HELM • 11
Brief life-sketches and achievements of rile Provincials responsible for the development.

consolidation and expansion of the Bombay Province.

DENNIS DUARTE (1972·75)

Fr.Dennis was born on May 16, 1918 to Manuel and Anoa Duarte in
Bomb ay. He began schoo ling at Don Bosco. Tardeo, in the year 1935 and
then started his studies for the Salesian priesthood. He was ordained in
1946 and was chosen as the secretary to Archbishop Mathias of Madras­
Mylapore. Later he was made Rector of Matunga and Panjim and then
was appo inted the vice Provincia l of the province of Madras. He was en­
trus ted with the responsibility of lead ing the fledgling visi tatoria of Bom ­
bay. Hence in 1972 when the new pro vince of Bombay was formed, he
was the natural choice for the post of Provincial. His qualities of firmn ess
and d iscipline helped to set the new venture on its feet. He placed the
province under the patro nage of St. Francis Xavier.

During his tenure as Provincia l, new institutions were established.
Within the span of two years. 1973-1974, four institutions began funct ion­
ing: the institutes at Fatorda , Yerwad a, Baroda and a study house for young
salesians at Koregaon Park. In 1975 furtherexpansion took place in Gujarat
with the opening of a mission for the Ratw a tribe at Chotta Udepur.

After his term as Provincial, Fr. Dermis unassumingly took up office
in the prov ince and went whe reve r he was sent. He was a faithful prie st.
an eloquent preac her, a creative liturgi st and a cordial pasto r. He expired
o n September 24, 1996 at the age of se ven ty-eight .

MAURO CASAROTTI (1975)

Fr. Mauro Casarott i, the son of Charles and Mar y was born at
Casalbuttano in the Cremona district on May 17, 191 7. He arri ved in India
on December 5, 1939 and began his novitia te at Tirupattu r. After spe nding
three years in the internment camp at Dheradun, he made his perpetual
profession at Kotagiri in 1945 and was o rda ined a priest on August 7,
1949.

Imm ediate ly after his ordina tion he wa s sent as a catechist and pre­
fect of stud ies to Matu nga. In 1952 he was made Rector ofthe institute and
remained in offi ce till 1958. Duri ng these years he purchased a plot of land
at Lonavla, much aga inst the idea s of othe r confreres who considered
Lon avla too remote a place for Sale sia n work. After six years of aposto late
at Yercaud he was appointed the Rector of Lonavla. Soon he was ap­
pointed Provincial of Calcutt a in 1964 and then of Guwahat i in 1966. He
joi ned the Bom bay pro vince in 1973 and was sent to Panjim.

In 1975 he was appointed Provincial of the Bombay pro vince. Unfor-
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tunately ill-health caused him to submit his resignation within a year of
taking office . His resignation was accepted and he was sent to Goa in the
period that followed. until he was appointed rector of the study house of
Poona in 1978. After that. he was posted at Lonvala for three years till in
1984 he was appointed confessor at Nashik. In 1995 he was transferred to
the Provincia l House at Marunga. Fr. Mauro was noted for his warm and
humane approach to people and situations. He encouraged indigenous lead­
ership not ju st in the Bombay province but in his earlier appointments as
Provincia l as well. His manner of dispe nsing authority was humane. for­
giving and affable.

TONY D'SOUZA (1976·82, 1996 · )

Fr. Tony D' Souza was born in Bombay on January 25. 1943 to Patrick
and Mary D'Souza. He jo ined the aspirantate at Tirupatt ur in 1956. com­
pleted his perpetual profess ion in 1967 and was ordained in 1970. Imme­
diately after his ord ination. he was appointed catechist at Lonvala , In 1974.
he was made Rector and a year later. was transferred to Koregaon Park.
Pune. where he wa.s asked to be Rector and Vice Provincial.

In 1976, at the age of 33. he was appointed Provincial of the Bombay
province. thus becoming the youngest Provincial in the Salesian congre­
gation at that time. Between the years 1977 and 1980, he was the vice
president of the Religious Conference of India (CRI). In 1982. he headed
the delegation of Africa and began a flourishing Salesian presence there.
Unfortunately. the pressure of work affected his health and he returned to
India for treatment in 1985. He was sent to California to do a course in
Salesian Spirituality. A year later he returned to Africa and was Rector at
Karen. Nairohi . In 1992 he decided to return to Bombay for good and was
warmly welcomed by the Province. He was immediately appointed Rector
at Koregaon Park. Pane. and a year later was sent to Panjim. In 1996. he
was appointed the Provincial of Bombay for a second term.

Fr. Tony's first term as Provincial is noted for the strong emphasis he
placed on a more inculturated formation within the province. Thus in 1978.
the novitiate was started in Nashik and later, in 1980. Divyadaan. the
study house of philosophy began in Pune. He also initiated the training of
resource personnel for the newly established philosophate. Furthermore.
he recognized the need for greater context ualising in order to keep pace
with the future growth of the province in Maharashtra. He therefore en­
sured that all young Salesians learn Marathi through specialMarathi Ghars
(MMarathi Homes" where young Salesians had the possibility of a 'live in'
experience of Maharashtrian culture). New presences were started: Bosco
Boys' Home. Borivili ( 1976). Antop Hill (198 1). Dakor ( 1981).

CHRYS SALDANHA (1982·88)

Fr. Chrys Saldanha was born on October 25, 1942, to Edward and
Lina. He completed his schooling at Don Bosco. Matunga and joined the
aspiranrate at Tirupattur in 1958. In 1966. he made his perpetual profes­
sion and was sent to do his theology studies in Rome. He was ordained a
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priest on May 17. 1970 in Rome at the hand s of Pope Paul VI. After his
licentiate in Theology at me Salesian Pontifical University (UPS). Rome.
in 1970 he co mpleted his Doctorate in Theology at Maynooth. Ireland in
1979.

Soon afte r. he was appointed Vice Rector at Koregaon Park . Pune and
then Rector at Provincial house in 1981. He served as Provincial between
the years 1982 and 1988. In 1989 he was appointed by the Salesian Pro­
vincial Conference of Ind ia to pioneer Yuva Prachodini, the on-going for­
mation centre at Bangalore , where he presently resides.

During his tenure as Prov incial of Bombay several new initiatives
were taken up. In 1984. Divyadaan. the philosophate, was shifted from
Pune to Nashik with a rich library facility - the fruit of the hard work of Fr.
Chry s hi mse lf. In 1986 the prov ince made its fi rst en try into ru ral
Maharashtra by takin g over SI. John's Church . Bhingar from the Jesuits. In
1986. the "Don Boseo Youth Services" was establi shed . a unique initia­
tive to make available in one place. a library. animation and counselling
facility for you th and you th-animators . Again. in 1987. another new ven ­
ture "Shelter - Don Bosco", a half-way home for street children was started
at Wadala. Greater emphasis was placed on work for yout h . particular ly
poor urban youth. Thus many young Sa lesian s were sent for a degree or
dip loma in soc ial work. In 1987 a recording studio was set up at Kur la so
as to promote religiou s audio produ ctions and act as a training faci lity for
students of the electronic department. Meanwhile. the work of expan sion
of the province continued: Pingul i ( 1983). Quepem (1985) . Kawant (1986).
Narukol (1987), Odxel ( 1987).

LODDY PIRES ( 1 988·9~)

Fr. LOOdy Pires was born in Bombay on December 20. 1~7. to Mathias
and Edoci a Pires. He began schoo ling at Don Bosco. Matunga in 1956 and
joined the aspirantate at Tirupattur in 1960 . After his novitiate in 1964. he
made his perpe tual profession in 1972 and was ordained in 1975. He com ­
pleted a cou rse of spirituality in Rome duri ng the years 1978·1980. When
he returned . he was made Rector of Lonvala. In 1982 he was appointed
Vice Provi ncial.

In 1988. me death centenary year of Don Bosco. he was made Provin­
cia l and served in this capaci ty till 1994 . After his prov incialship. he corn ­
pleted a course in pastoral counse lling at Loyola University. Chicago . He
was then appointed Rector of Koregaon Park. a newly established study
house for the students of Theology of the Bombay prov ince .

Duri ng his term as Provincia l. the work of expansion continued par.
ticularly at the periphery of the province : Jaitala ( 1989). Tuem (1990),
Sutgatt i (199 1). Betul (1992). Alirajpur (1992). Th e Salesian presences in
Gujarat were consolidated and plan s for greater devel opment of the people
beg in to take concrete shape. Again . in Maharashtra. contextual develop­
ment was promoted: at Jaitala, through the establi shing of the first Marathi
medium schoo l in the province; at Bhingar, through the Bosco Gramin
VikaJ Kendra; and at Savedi . through the Marathi medium boarding schoo l
for rural boy s. As the province became more cu lturally diversified. a lan­
guage policy was adopted for the whole prov ince: all confrere s were to be
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proficient in at least one vernacular language besides English. In 1991 the
Catechetical Centre of Pune was challenged to cater to the people of the
Marathi speaking region as well. The centre responded through an initia­
tive to produce audio cassettes in the vernacular called Tej -Prasanni. To­
wards the end of his tenn the need was felt for a newer and more spacious
provincial house and Fr. Loddy initiated the process of planning.

JOAQUlM D'SOUZA (1994·96)

Fr. Joaquim D'S ouza was born in Bombay on March 22, 1945 to Diego
and Sabina D'Souza. He began his schooling at Don Bosco, Matunga in
\954.

Barely three years after his novitiate at Yercaud in 1962, he was sent
to the Salesian University in Rome for his Doctorate in Philosophy. He
returned in 1971 , and in 1974 he began his licentiate in Theology at Papal
Seminary, Poona. He was ordained on December 20, 1975. After a brief
term as Dean of studies at Yercaud, he was appointed the first Dean of
Divyadaan. the new philosophate of the Bombay province. He was made
Rector of Koreg aon Park in 1981 and then moved to Nashik when
Divyadaan was shifted there. He was appointed the Vice Provincial in 1988
and became the Provincial in 1994. Two years later, at the 24th General
Chapter at Rome in 1996 he was elected as Regional of Australasia.

As soon as he assumed office Fe. Joaquim began to consolidate the
Salesian presences in Goa. The school at Panjim was to be an apostolic
school, the boardings of Sulcorna and Tuem were for boys in difficult situ­
ations and plans for upgrading Quepem and Panjim to the XII standards
were initiated. More houses were opened: Loutulim (1994), Kapadvanj
(1994) and Sirsi (1995). Tej- Prasarini was given the go-ahead to expand
into a full-fledged publishing house . Permission to open a province study
house for students of Theology was received in 1995. The same year the
foundation stone for the new provincial house was laid and a province
infirmary was set up at Andheri. Again, in 1995, the parish of SI. John,
Bhingar was trifurcated into three parishes Bhingar, Nagar and Savedi.
Meanwhile, Divyadaan, which began procedures to establish a Master's
Degree in Philosophy, was granted the necessary permission to begin the
course on an experimental basis in 1996. In Baroda, a Catechetical Centre
called Amrut Dhara was set up to cater 10 Catechesis in the region.
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...ANI[) THEIR HENCHMEN

VICE PROVlNCIALS PROVINCIALCOUNCILMEMBERS
FRJOHN GIACOMELLO l~n2 FR.ELElIfHERlUSFERNANDES 1972 · 1973

FR.JOSEPHCASTI 1!nJ FR.OLlVIO MIRANDA 1972- 1973

PRlONY O'SOUZA 1974 - 1976 FR.mOMAS BRAGANZA 1973 · 1974

PRJOSEPHCASTI 1976·1978 BRO.EULAUO VAS 1973 · 1974

PRVINCENT VAl 1978-1981 BRO.mOMASPUTIlUR 1975-1978

PRCHRYS SAWANHA 1981-1982 FR.VlNCENTVAl 1975 · 1978

PRLOOOY PIRES 1982·1988 FR.BENEDICfFURTADO 1978· 1981

PRJOAQUIM O'SOUZA 1988-1994 BRO.FRAl"OS MASCAREI"HAS 1978-1981

PRSTIPHEN ROORlGUES 1994 - FR.ARIOSTO COElllO 1981·1988

FR.JOAQUIM IYSOUZA 1981· 1988

PROVINCIAL ECONOMERS FR.ROMULUS NORONHA 1981 -1985

PRAURELlUS MASCHIO 1972 · 1973 BRmOMAS PUTIlUR 1981·1988

FR.MICHAEL MASCARENHAS 1973-1975
FR.ANTIlONY O'SILVA 1985 -1988

FR.STANm' FERRElRA 1988 ·1994
PRSALVADOR O'SOUZA 1975-1981

BRO.PRANClS MASCARENHAS 1988 - 1994
FR.ELIAS OIAS 1981 - 1988

FR.VINCENT RASQUINHA 1988-1994
FR.ORVILLECOUllNHO 1988· 1994

FR.ADOLPHFURTADO 1991-1997
FR.EDWIN O'SOUZA 1994· FR.MICHAEL MASCAR.ENHAS 1991- 1997

FR.lONY O'SOUZA 1994 -1996
PROVINCIAL SECRETARIES FR.ELSONBARRElTO 1994 -
FR.ANTIlONY ALESSI 1974 -1976 BRO.ANTIlONYROCHA 1994 · 1997
FR.VlNCENT VAl 1976 ·1 977 FR.ROMULO NORONHA 1997 ·
BRO.ROBERTDIAS 1977 · 1979 BRO.ALEX GONSALVES 1997-
BRO.ANTHONY REMEDlOS 1980 · 1981 FR.IVO COELHO 1997 -
BRO,PRANClSMASCARENHAS 11'82 - 1984 FR.PETER GONSALVES 1997 -
FR.VIVIANO'SOUZA 11'84· 1991

FR.AMBROSE PERElRA 11~ 1 ·1997 SECRETARIES OF THE COUNCIL
FR.GOOFREYO'SOUZA 11'J'7· FR.LOOOYPIRES 1982 ·1988

FR.JOAQUIMIYSOUZA 1988 ·1991

FR.JOSEPHCAST! 1991-

DELEGATIONOFAFRICA
FR.lONY IYSOUZA 1981- 1986

FR.mOMASTIlAYIL 1986-1988
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THE SALESIAN FAMILY
ITS ORIGIN IN THE PROVINCE OF BOMBAY

by Caroline D'Souza, FMA, Philomena D'Sollza & Andre Matthews

78

Fr. Maschio u"ilh the
sisters whom he
accomm odated
tempo rarily at

Matunga.

I. THE DAUGHTERS OF ~IARY

HELPOFCHRISTIAJliS:
Th e first six mi ssi onari es o f the

Daughters of Mary Help of Ch ristians set
foot on Ind ian soil on Nove mber 20. 1922.
They resided in the shadow of the Sh rine
of Mount Mary's. Bund ra. before they em ­
barked for Madras where they wou ld sow
the first seeds of the FMA chari sm.

It was the de sire of the Majo r Su pe­
rior in Rome to set up a house in Bombay
- a situation most advantageous to the
newly established inst itute in Ind ia . In
19..5. Fr. Roque Pereira info rmed Sr.
Luigina Appiano, the then Superior of the
Provincial House. Broadway. Madras. that
the Diocesan Board had decided 10 hand
ove r all parochial schoo ls to Religious. The
Provincial Tersa Mer lo g ladly accepted the
invita tion and sent Sr. Luigina hersel f 10

begin work there .

Fr. Balaguer. S.J.• the Vicar Ge nera l
of Bombay wanted the FMA presence in
the parochial school close to Don Bosco.
Matunga. Sr. Luigina arrived with Mother
Merlo in January and met Archb ishop

Thomas d'E. Roben s S.J . on the feast of
Don Boseo. The necessary deliberations
having been made. the sisters began man­
aging the schoo l from June of the same
year.

In the meantime. the sisters stayed
in Sr. Teresa's School. Girgaum for some
months and in April 19..6. they moved to
live at S r. Lutgarde Perei ra's home at
Bandra . Sr. Luigina Appiano, Sr. Lutgarde
Pc reiru. S r. Cathe rine Ma nia a nd Sr.
Priscilli a Fcrnandes began the ir teaching
apostola te in earnest at SI. Juseph's
School. Wadala. They travelled between
Bandra and Wadala - look ed after all the
time by M rs. Ph ilomena Pe re ira. the
mother of Sr. LUlY.

After the war. the Salesians at Don
Bosco's Matunga, offered the barracks as
acco modat ion fo r the sisters on the ir
prem ises and also provided them meals.
S rs. An ge la Bo son i a nd M ary BOU I
rep laced Srs . C a th erine Ma nia a nd
Lurgarde Pereira in 1947. A year later on
December -l. the first major Superior Rev.
Mother Carolina Na vasconi visited the
Indian Province and the dev e lopment
arou nd the western Ind ian region was
given a spurt. Houses were se t up at
Wadala. Pali Hill . Lc navla. Unan and
Nashik. It was on ly on May 24. 1982. 60
years after the FM A arr ived in India. that
Mother Rosett e Marchcses, the Superior
General of the FMA decreed the erection
of Bombay as the third Province in Ind ia.
To co mmemorate the centenary of the
death of SI. Mary Mazzarello. the new
Provin ce was de signated "Province ofSt.
M ary M azzare l lo ". Mo the r Hel e n
Femandes, who was Provincial of Madras
for seven years, was appointed the first
Provincial of the new Province . At that
time there were nine houses altogether:
The number of sisters were 85. She was
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succeeded by Sr. Ethelvina Rod rigues
in 1988, by Sr. Wilmade Souza in 1994
and by Sr. Caroline Fernandes in 1996.
Over the years . the province has grown
both in numbers as well as in the vari ­
ety and quality of presences.

2. SALESIANCO·OPERATORS:

The aim of Don Boscc in founding
the Assoc iation of Sa lesian Co-opera­
tors (SCs) was to unite people in one
heart and mind so that they would en­
courage one another to stand finn in the
faith and do good in Ihe world.

Eve n before the Bom bay Province
was formed in 1972, the SCs were al­
ready existing in Goa. Fr. Carreno in his
"Brief History of the Province of Ma-

dras" writes: "No place in India had kepi
such a loving venerat ion for Don Boseo
as Goa. In Goa there were Salesian Co­
operators of the ear liest hour. Even now
you can come across old friends who dis­
play under your eyes a Co-operator's d i­
ploma signed by Venerable Fr. Rua. As it
was. Goa see med to be more closely in
touch with the International Bureau of Co­
operators in Turi n than it was with the
headquarters of the Salesian Province of
So uth India."

The origin of the SCs in Goa is not
exactly known. In the beginning however,
all those who were co-operating with the
Salesian pioneers, in one way or the other,
were SCs. Later on, in January 1963, they
came 10 be organized by Fr. Caje tan Lobo
and the closest friends of the institution

SALESIAN CO·OPERATORS OF THE BO~IBAY PROVINCETODAY'

Name of the Unit No. of SCs promi sed SCsin Total in
Active Passive Total Fonnation Each Unit

I. Andheri 26 13 39 18 57
2. Borivali 15 17 32 7 39
3. Matunga (Tentative) 12 17 29 I 30
4. Kurla 17 8 25 10 35
5. Antop Hill 13 7 20 4 24
6. Pali Hill. Bandra (T) 16 8 24 · 24
7. O.L.D. Wada la. 20 2 22 2 24
8. Panj im. Goa. 19 8 27 2 29
9. Caranzalem, Goa . 9 17 26 · 26
10. Carona, Goa. 10 I 11 4 15
It. Fetorda , Goa. 16 I 17 I 18
12. Yerwada. Pune. 9 7 16 3 19
13. Koregaon. Pune.(T) 11 4 15 - 15
14. Savedi, Ahmednagar. 9 - 9 · 9
15. Kasarkod. Karnataka.(T ) 5 I 6 6 12
16. Quepem . Goa · 18 18 3 21
17. Lonavala · 15 15 - 15
18. Baroda - 15 15 · 15
19. Nashik - 6 6 · 6
20. Auxilium. Wadala (Closed · 23 23 · 23

TOTAL: ... ... ... 207 188 395 61 456

"'data as registered on 15-9· 1997.
_ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 79

2.4 Our Saleslan Family - lis origins InIhl Province01 Bombar



Panicipants at thr Salesian Family Congress. October 1997. The 130-strong assembly consisted ofSatesian Priests, Brother,
The Daughters 0/ Mar}' Help 0/Christians, The Salesian Cooperators and the Past Pupils. The congress was one of the
special featu res of the Jubilee Year. It brought into focus the roleofthe lay person in the Salesian mission and the importance
ofSalesian collabora tion with the laity at all levels ofSa lesian apo stolic activity.

Brothers Muting. Decemlnr 4-6, 1997· fjrom L 10 R) Brothers I erome Mendonca. Mell'yn Carvalho, Michael
Condi llac. Frederick U SOU:Jl, Edward Pereira. Vinu nI Nigrel. Amhonyar Susaimanlckam; Frond s Mascarenhas.
Frank Braganza. Anlhony D'Souza, Ludvik: Zabre t, P. M. Thomas. Fr. Provincial. Savio D'Mello &- Jot'
Mascarenhas.
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in Panj im were registered as members
of the " Pious Union of Salesian Co- op­
erators" . Th e certificates 01' diplomas
signed by the Rector Major were issued
to them.

After the formation of the Bombay
Province, the Special Provincial Chap­
ter reco mmended in January 1973 that
the Association be set up all over the
province because it realised that "with­
out the SCs the Salesians are not what
Don Bosco plan ned and wanted the
Salesian family to be". The visit of Rev.
Fr. J . Raineri, Councillo r for Adult
Apo stolate, to Bom bay in 1974, also
gave the first push to the Association .
He called a meeting of confreres on
October 28 , 1974, for this purpose.

Rev. Fr, Alfr-ed Mariotta was ap­
pointed the first Provincial Delegate of
Bombay Province . He prepared a report
for the Provincial Chapter 1975 on how
far the recommendations of the Special
Provincial Chapter 1973 have been put
into effect. Practical directi ves for the
birth of the association were sent to all
the 8 hou ses in the province at that time.

By the end of 1975 three unit s, viz.,
Panj im, Andheri, Lonavla started func­
tion ing. The Panjim unit under the rec­
to r and local de lega te Fr. M auro
Casarott i was revived. Twenty members
attended the first meeting on Novembe r
17, 1974 . The Andheri unit had its first
introductory meeting and enlistment of
10 members on May 27,1975 . Mr. John
D' Souza was elected first co-o rdinating
sec retary of the uni t. Bra Kenne th
Sequeira was the local delegate. The in­
augural meeting was held in mid August.
1975 .

The first "Pro mise Day" in Bom­
bay Province was held on July 11. 1976
in the crypt at Matunga. The first batch
of 14 SCs from Andheri made thei r
promise. The first bulletin of the Andheri
unit was publi shed on the feast of Don
Bosco, 1997 by Bra Kenneth and Mr.
Joh n D' Souza.

There was no prog ress at Lonavla
at this time and the unit closed down.

SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
ASSOCIATION

1981 - "Clean Literature Service"
started.

1983- a quarterly ProvincialSC's Bul­
letin and 1984, the SCs diary.

1984 - the young SC's group.

1984 & 1985 - two Congresses for the
study of the constitutions.

1984 - a pilgrimage to Goa.

1985 - a representation at the Second
WorldCongress of SCs in Rome.

1988- SCs yearly planner;nationalcen­
tenarycelebrations at DonBosco,
Matunga - a three days sympo­
sium on the Salesian family.

1988 - a meeting for all co-ordinators
of units to create awareness of
SCs vocation and collaboration.

1989- Fr. Longinus' Retreat at Lonavla.

1989- retreat preached by Fr. Loddy to
the locals Idelegates and the pro-
vincial council.

1989 - a souvenir issued on the occa­
sion of the centenary year 1988
and 60% of the profit allotted as
scholarships for poor boys to en­
able themlearn a trade at Borivili
and Kurla.

1992 - a meeting with Fr. Antonio
Martinelli , Councillo r for
Salesian family, a visit of Mr.
Carlton Lazarro, Asian Repre­
sentative on the World Consult­
ing Body of SCs to Bombay.

1992- a census of the Association in the
province.

1993 - Newsletters; a refresher course
for office-bearersanimatedby Fr.
Tony D'Souza.

1993 - a plan of basic formation; forma­
tion of a separate Indian region
and the Firs t Indian Regional
Congress of SCs in Calcutta.

1994 - a meeting of Southern Regional
Conference at Don Bosco.
Bangalore.

1994 - SCs Family day on the occasion
of World Family Year.

1994 - Seminar on social communica­
tion.

2.4 Our Saleslan Family~ ttsoriginsIndieProvince 01E10mbav

_________•• 8 1



82

Later three more units were started in
Bombay city : Auxilium Pali. Bandra (10­
12·75), Matunga (10-2-76), Our Lady
of Dolours, Wadala (27-6·76). Thus by
1976 there were 4 units in Bombay city
and 5 in the Province.

Fr. Mariona continued as provincial
delegate till 1981. He was followed by
Fr. Vincent vaz(1981- 1982), Fr. Elias
Dias (1982· 1988). Fr. Lon ginu s Naza­
reth ( 1988 ~ 1990) and F r. Orville
Coulinho (1990 - ).

Behind all the programmes con­
ducted there was the guidance and lead­
ership of the Salesian Sisters as well.
These Pro vincial Delegates are: Srs.
Edwidge Nazareth. Luthgarde Pereira,
Lydia Dias (I 987~ 90), Marie de Silva
(1990 - 91). Margaret Misquitta (1991 ·
94). Marie De Silva (1994 - 97) and As­
sumption Fernandes (1997) .

To back them were the office bear­
ers: Mr. John D'Souza was the first pro­
vincial co-ordinating secretary. He was
appointed 0 111 July 9, 1976 as provincial
de legate to the World Co ngress of
Salesian Co-operators in Rome. The
Congress was held on the occasion of the
centenary of the formation of the Asso­
ciation of SCs (30- I O~76 to 5· 11·76). He
was also elected to serve the world con­
sulting body of SCs as representative of
SCs of the English speaking countries,
for 3 years. He attended the world body
meeting in 1'978.

The first formal meeting of SCs of
all units was held on January 26, 1979
and the first provincial council of SCs
was elected with Mr. Aubrey Menezes
as provincial co-ordinating secretary and
Mr. Marcel Fernandes. Mrs. Lu cy
D'Souza and Mrs. Carol Lopes as coun­
cil members.

The se lection of the provincial
council is held every three years. The
name of the present office-bearers of the
provincial counci l are Mr. Aubrey
Menezes - Provincial Co-ordinator, Mrs.
Philome na D'Sou za • Asst. Provincial
Co-ordinato r. Mr. Rufus D 'Souza -

Treasurer and Counci llor, Mrs. Jeanette
Vallad ares. Councillor. Miss Sharon
D'Souza, Councillor.

The provincial council members are in
touch with the local delegates of the SOB
and FMA units scattered over the prov­
ince. Thanks to the hard work of the lead­
ers, today in the Bombay Province there
are presently 15 active units with 318
SCs who have made their promises.

3. THE PAST PUPILS' ASSOCIA·
TION:

On the June 23. 1870 , Charles
Gastini and two of his friends - all past
pupils- came to meet their beloved Rec­
tor, Don Bosco to present him with gifts.
This was a small token of gratitude for
the happy days they had spent at one of
Don Bosco's first institutions in Italy.
That historical meeting repeated every
year for eighteen successive years dur­
ing the life of Don Bosco, with an ever
increasing number of past pupils.

When Don Bosco died , Charle s
Gastini told Fr. Rua. his successor. "Un­
able tobuild a monument worthy of the
memory of Don Bosco, we decided to
form a federation of past pupils so that
we become living monuments dedicated
to his memory."

Today, all o ver the wor ld, th e
Salesian past pupil movement has blos­
somed into the World Confede ration, the
National Federations, the Provincial Fed­
erations and the Past Pupils' Unit at 10­
callevel.

The Indian National Federation of
Past Pupils was set up at the Provincial
House, Bombay and Fr. Alfred Mariotta
was appointed the Natonal Delegate in
1968. The monthly magazine Alumnus
was launched. The National Secretariat
raised the Federation to the status of a
registered Society and Trust with the
Charity Commissioner, Bombay. Fr.
Desmond Paes ably succeeded him.

The Bombay Provincial Federation
affiliated to the Indian National Federa-
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tion consists of eleven functioning past
pupils units from the sta tes of Goa ,
Gujarat and Maharashtra. The Bombay
Provincial Federation has around 1000
life members . It was established on Janu­
ary 20, 1974.

The Indian National Federation
was the recipient of a Diploma and a
Gold Medal on the occasion of the First
Asia Australia Congress of Don Bosco
Past Pupils, at Hong Kong in 1977. For
"whole hearted response to the initia­
tives of the World Confede ration and

loyalty to the past pupils organization as
stated in the diploma. Fr. Mariotta also
received a diploma and gold medal for his
efficient work.

Over the years, animated by their co­
ordinators and ably led by their unit presi­
dents, the past pupils had organized many
and various programme s some of which
were the project for the international year
of the handicapped (198 1), a centenary
tournament (1988), career guidance work­
shops (1995), cultural programmes and
get-togethers . •

THANK YOU, DON BOSeO

/t was the month of June and my first boarding life at Don Bosco, Panjim had just begun. A
new environment and the rain beating down over us made me very homesick. / was ten years old.
One day / decided to run away in the wee hours ofthe morning together with an older companion.
To our bad luck we were caught red handed by none other than the burly Fr. Moja , who was then
prefect of the house. He packed us back to the dormitories where the rest of the boys had j ust risen
f rom their sleep.

/ settled down to my new life, under constant care and guidance imparted to me, to blossom
forth and rise by leaps and bounds in my behaviour as well as in my studies. / recall with gratitude
the constant inculcation ofvalues: we were trained tofea r less in ourf reedom of speech and thought,
to be worth)' ofthe dignity ofevery individual and the good of society, to fight injustice and to have
a positive attitude and outlook on life, to be cheerful and sincere; 10 cultivate an ardent curiosity for
knowledge and a passion f or hard work and excellence, 10 value the dignity of labour. / remember
how we were made to do all sorts of manual labour such as lifting stones and blocks ofcement,
carrying mud and digging. especially when the buildings of the institution were still at the f ounda­
tion stage. We did this with no sense ofshame orfee ling oflowliness usually attached to such tasks.
These memories / have always cherished and they have uplifted my spirits during the ups and downs
of my eventful life.

Prof. Olivinho J. F. Gomes, Ph.D.

When / was studying for the Std X examination at Don Bosco High School, Matunga, being
weak in Maths and Algebra, / had no hope of passing. The Principal was none other than the
amiable Fr. Giacamello. I explained 10 him the difficulties / faced. / also told him that I could not
afford private tuitions or coaching classes. Fr. Giacamello merely smiled and told me to meet a
particular teacher and 10 start taking tuitions in Maths and Algebra. He also fo rbade me to tell the
teacher that Jhad been sent by him. I protested that I would not able 10 afford her tuition fee s. He
jus t patted my back and told me that I should not worry and that / could collect the monthly tuition
feesfrom him. / was taken aback by the generosity of this priest, Thanks to his help / took coaching
in the subjects in which I was weak and duly passed my S.S,c. Here is an example ofDon Bosco
acting through his sons. There are thousands of youth like me who have benefited in one way or
another through Don Bosco's Institutions. No wonder, so many past pup ils keep their links with the
institutions later in life. '

Gabriel P. S. Pillai
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LOOKING BACK IN GRATITUDE
8 rlel obituaries of those who worked In our province In chronolog ical order of their yea, of expiry.

CL THOMAS O'SHEA
Born: 25-3-1918
Professed: 5-9-1 936
Died: 1941

Cleric Thomas was bom in Ireland
and arrived in Ttrupatter in 1936. He
made his final profession on Febru­
ary 3, 1939 . He died in Bombay two
years later at the age of 23.

BRO. LAWRENCE SANTANA

Born: · October 1871
Professed: 1905
Died: Bornbay1·1 · 1943

Bro. Lawrence was bom in Pinera de
Azcos in Spain. He came to Shillong
in 1922 with Msgr. Mathias. In 1933
he was transferred 10 Bombay where
he spent the lest yea rs of his life . His
dedica tion and cneernnnese were a
constant source of inspiration 10 all
the contreres.

BRO. ANDREW ROUILLER
Born: &-5-1915
Professed:13+1936
Died: 1·2·1944

Bra. RouHler came to India in 1938
and was among Ihe early pioneers at
Tirupattur. Malarial fever cui short his
lite at the young age 0129 and he
died in 'nrupenur. He spent a few
years in Bombay as a practical
trainee.
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BRO. CHARLES BELLANI
Born:31-3-1881
Professed:1924
Died: 5-3-1945

Born in Itaty, Bra. Charles came to
India in 1928 and served sell lessly
during the early years at Tardeo and
then at Matunga, Bombay. He died in
Genoa.

FR. JOSEPH HAUBER

Born:2·1·1878
Professed:29-9-1 908
Ordained: 12-4-1915
Died: 21.10.1946

Fr Hauber was born at Zabern,
Alsace. Although In his mid forties, he
volunteered to join the first Salesian
missionary expedition to Assam in
1922. He arrived In Bombay in 1928
to start the first Saleslan work at
Tardeo. Due to the lack 01 finance he
underwent many hardships in
consolidating the Salesian presence.
He returned to North-Easl lndia in
1932. A few years later he died of
cancer at Shillong.

FR. SERAFINO COLOMBO
Born: 12·1G-1904
Professed:8-12-1 936
Ordained: »9-1945
Died: 2&-11·1956

Fr. Serafino, also among the first
group of novices at Tirupanur, worked
for some time at Tardeo, Bombay. He
died in Italy.

FR. AUSTIN DEHLERT
Born:2·7·1888
Professed:27~1920
Ordained:10-6-1922
Died: 5-12·1958

Fr. Dehlert was born in Herbigonen.
Brunland. He worked with Fr. Eugene
Mederlet in Tanjore. He later accom­
panied Fr. Joseph Hauber to Bombay
to help establish the Salesian house
at Tardeo Castle. He died In Bombay.

FR. FRANCIS CUSINI

Born: 6-1 2·1915
Professed: 11 -9-1933
Ordained: 3D-11·1944
Died:3-7·1963

Born at Livlgno, Italy, Fr. Cusini came
to India in 1934 and entered the
house of Tirupanur for Philosophy. As
a practical trainee he spent some
time at Tardeo, Bombay.

DEAC. MATHEW
KADUTHALACKEL
Born: 24-1-1 934
Professed:24-5-1956
Ordained:(de. con)11·2·1965
Died:27-4-1965

Deacon Mathew was born at
Mundathanam, Kerala. He had been
eagerty looking forward to his priestly
ordination when he died of typhoid a
few days before. As a young
Salesian he worked In Panjim and
Madras.
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FR. HUGH TUENA

Born:24-12·1906
Professed:29-1-1935
Ordained: 8-9-1940
Died:5-5-1966

Fr. Tuena was born in Rome. He was
a we ll known and be loved Salesian
who spent a lew years in Bombay. He
was for ten years Rector of Don
Baseo, Katpadi. From 1956 to 1961
he was Rector 01S1. Bede's Madras.
In 1961 he was transferred to
Tiupattur as Rector of the Salesian
house.

FR. ORPHEUS MANTOVANI

Bom:~1~1911
Professed: 3-1·1942
Ordained:7·12·1944
Died: 19-5-1967

He arrived at Matunga to begin work
as a catectnst in the yea r 1948. His
coming helped en liven the church
functions. He was instrumenta l in
organising the Manan congress and
exh ibi tion held at Malunga . Zeal for
sou ls and compassion lor the poo r
were his two outstanding characteris­
tics. His good work as parish priest
for 11 years at St. Francis xavrers
Broadway, Madras, was surpassed
on ly by his magnificent efforts for the
poor in Vyasarpadi . He was the
founder of the Beatitudes Social
We lfare Centre . an institution wh ich

today bears witness to his love and
compassion for the poor and the
downtrodden.

BRO. MICHAEL CUSINI

Born:6-9·1911
Professed: 1939
Died: 27..g.1967

Bro. Cu~;ini was bom at Livigno, Italy.
He worked in Panjim for some time.
His chie1i characteristics were simplic­
ity and humil ity. He was ready for any
good work .

FR. ALOYSIUS RAVALlCO

Bom:6-3-1906
Professed: 14-9-1924
Ordained: 2-4-1932
Died: 17·12·1967

Fr. Raval ico was born into a fam ily of
seven ch ild ren. He sail ed to India
aloog with Fr. Vendrame and others.
He was the founder of the Tezpur
mission . One of his tran sfer s brought
him to Gca whe re he had a flourish­
ing oratory at Odxel. He was ap­
pointed procurator of the diocese of
Dibrugarh and began pioneering
evangelization in Manipur. He expired
in Mawlai. Shillong. He had a flair to r
writi ng and his poe ms . reviews and
articles appeared in many distin­
guished jou rnals.

FR. JOSEPH DEANE
Bom: 15-11·1921
Professed: 1939
Ordained: 7-8-1949
Died: 6-4-1968

Fr. Deane was born in Belfast .
Ireland. He served as an educator in
the houses of Tirupatlur, Bombay,
Shi llong and Poonammallee. He
returned to England in 1963 .

FR. ADOLF TORNQUIST

Bom:4-12-1887
Professed: 14-11·1922
Ordained:20-5-1930
Died:20-1-1971

Born at Buenos Aires into a very rich
famil y, he left all for his vocation to
the priesthood. He was ordained a
d iocesan priest and became secre­
tary 10 Carcl. Cagliero. He joined the
Salesian Congregat ion and was 10 be
sent as a missionary 10 Japan and
China. He came to India and was the
second Rector at 'reroec Castle,
Bombay.

FR. JOSEPH MURPHY

Bom: 4-4-1920
Professed: 31-8-1938
Ordained: 7+1948
DH>d: 14-1o-1971
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Born at Newcastle England. he
worked in Bombay for a few yea rs
atter his ordination. In 1954 he was
appointed Principal of the newly
erected college at Tirupattur. In 1962
he was sent to tcnavta and was the
first Rector of the new aspnantete.
Many of his 'boys' reca ll his warm
personal ity. He was indeed a phe­
nomenon to contend with. His strict
discipline and English humour
coupled with a typical love for cricket
broke the monotony 01 the lads
during those first hard days . Two
years later, he was appointed Rector
and Principal 01 St. Bede's Madras.
In 1966 he return ed to Tirupattur as
Rector where he died while playing
cricket, due to a massive heart
attack.

FR. FRANCIS FOSSATI

Born: 5-3-1897
Professed: 25-12-1925

Ordained: 26-4-1931

Died: 24-a·1972

Born at Monza , Ita ly, Fr. Francis
Fossali worked for 20 years in the
mission cent re of Oigboi, Assam .
Earlier he worked in South India and
Bengal. He came to Bombay when
foreign missionaries were expelled
from Assam in 1969. He was a man
of duty and prayer.

FR. EPIPHANIUS FERNANDEZ
Born: 8-1·'936
Professed: 24-5-1 958

Ordained: 941967
Died: 24-5-1973

Fr. Epiphanius was born at Katha ,
Burma. After his ordination he
worked in Raliang Parish. He died in
Bombay under tragic c ircumstances.
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FR. MARIO ZOCCHI
Born : 26-10-1909

Professed: 29-1 ·1933

Ordained: 8-12·1943
Died:24-1G-1 974

Born at Busto Arsizio. Italy. Fr. Mario
Zocchi came to India as a nov ice. He
was ordained while in the concentra­
tion camp during the war. His priestty
ministry took him to many parts of the
Madras province and to Bomba y.

BRO. GEORGE VIEGAS

Born: 3 ·12· 1S97
Professed: 8-12· 1935

Died: 18-2·1975

Born into a midd le class fam ily at
Sohagpur, he heard about the
Sarestans while working in the
Overseas Cable & Wireless Co. He
had a very lucra tive post. Yet he gave
it up to follow his call. He was noted
for being dutiful and efficient. His
determination to stay as a Salesian
was clear. Afte r his training he spent
his life at Tardeo and Matunga. He
courc be considered the right hand
man of Fr. Meectno. helping him tide
over the debts and advis ing him on
men and matters of Bomba y city. He
set up the administrative infrastruc­
ture of the fledg ling institution at
Matunga. He was a very capable and
experienced man who specialised in
accountancy. He was ready to do odd
jobs like being the book store man­
ager. He loved any kind of work and
shunned all material benefits. His
clothes were simple and bore witness
to his poverty. He would use the
simp lest mode of transport with a
very fruga l life style . He exce lled as a
community man bring ing joy to all . To
all his undertakings he added that
touch of eHiciency , perfection and his
readly wit.

FR. ALOYSIUS CERATO
Bom: 24-11 -1908

Professed: 6-1 ·1927

Ordained: 8-12·1 934
Died: 24-5-1976

Fr. Cera to was born at Fc nzaso. Italy.
He was a zealous missionary in the
plains of Assam especially in North
lakhimpur. He had a calm and
undaunted disposition. He came to
Bomba y in 1969 when the foreign
miss ionaries were expelled from
Assam .

FR. VLADIMIR ONDRASEK
Born:3G-12·191 8
Professed: 1936

Orda ined : 2~1946
Died: 15-7-1977

Fr. Ondrasek was born at Ujezdec
(Czechos lovakia) and came 10 India
in 1948 . He served in Matunga ,
Bombay and endeared himse lf to the
boys. He was later appointed the
Principa l of Sacred Heart Col lege.
Calcuna from 1965 to 1968. later he
returned to Tirupattur to teach in the
COllege . In May 1971 he went over to
Australia to spend the remaining
years of his priestly life. He expired in
Sydney.

FA. CONSTANTIUS PO

Born: 30.1·1910
Professed: 24-5-1950

Died: 3-9- 1977

Bro. Constantius Po was born at
Taleigao, Goa . He was the first
candidate from the house of Panjim,
joining a yea r after the house began
in 1946. He had worked first at the
Government Printing Press and then
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moved to Deira in Portuguese Africa .
There he started his own printing
press. In his th irties, he read about
the Salesians and with the guidance
of Fr. Scuderi joined the society. The
money he brought with him was used
to leed the orphans. He was soon put
in charge of the little press at Pan jim.
He began his novitiate in 1949. His
greatest joy was his oratory
epostctete. He worked at different
cent res in South Ind ia and returned
to Goa in 1953 . He was sent to Italy
lor train ing in new techn iques of
pri nting . On his return the press
began to grow and provide some
income to ma intain the poo r board­
ers . Later he even took up the
carpentry sec tion. When there was
danger that the Odxelland would be
lost to the tenants he took charge of
the coconut grove and cashew
plantation . Daily he would go there
on his motorcycle and return in the
evening. He was completi ng the
construction 01a sma ll retreat-cum­
holiday house when death beckoned
him. His spirit 01poverty was exem­
pla ry especially since he came from a
middle-class family and had to cope
with ext reme poverty in the pioneer­
ing days. The great number of past
pup ils at his funeraltestity to the
efficacy of his pastoral charity.

FR. JOSEPH BOIRA
Born: 25-6-1899
Professed: 21-9-1924
Ordained: 24-3-1928
Died: 14-1978

Fr. Boira was born in Morrel del
Camp, Spa in and arrived in Ind ia in
1934 . He made full use of his musical
talent at Tardeo, Bombay and later as
choi r master at St. Mary's Cathedral,
Madras.

FA. DOUGLAS WOLLASTON
Born: 11·12-1902
Professed: 21 ·1·1925
Ordained: 5-7·1931
Died: 1979

Fr. Wollaston was the prefect of
studies of the newly opened schoo l at
Tardeo, Bombay. He was a great
educationist and forma tor. He died
after suffering for nearty 5 yea rs.

FR. JOSEPH AMALADOSSOU
Born: 18-1()'1917
Professed: 1949
Ordained: 31-5-1951
Died:16-7·1979

Fr. Joseph was born in Ponotcnertv
and spent most of his priestly life in
the south although he worked for a
while at Wadala and Panjim. From
1965 till his dea th he was parish priest
at Tlrupa ttur .

FR. EMILlO DABOVE

Born: 18-11-1903
Professed: 26-5-1929
Ordained: 1939
Died:31-1-1981

Born at Sassello , Italy, Fr. DabOve
filled the 42 years 01 his priestly lil e
with zea l and act ivity . He served in
various parishes and institutions. He
worked in Goa for some time. He was
often ap pointed provi ncial economer
and pro vincial counci llo r. His last
assignment was at Well ington
(Nilgiris ) from 1971 to 1973, after
which he left for Italy.

FR. HENRYTORRA
Born: 31·1·1920
Professed: 24-5-1951
Ordained: 27-6-1960
Died: 18-5-1982

Fr. Torra was born at Albacete, Spain.
He joined the Salestana as a lay
brother and served in the technical
school at TIrupattur for some time.
Later ne went to Shillong to pur sue
his priestly studies. After his ordina­
tion he worke d in Cal cutta , Madras,
Panj im and Margao. He was one 01
the pioneers who established the
foundations of Fatorda, Goa.

FR. VINCENT SCUDERI
Born:3lI-5-1902
Professed: 20-9-1918
Ordained: 29-5-1926
Died: 22·11·1982
(See special article)

FR. ERNEST CLAVEL
Born: 13-5-1917
Professed: 8·1()'1 939
Drdalned: 8-1G-1 949
Died:3-4-1983

Born at aras.Fr. Clavel arrived in
India in 1938 and com pleted his
novitiate at T1rupattur. After ordination
he served in Bombay.

FR. HUGH MCGLlNCHEY
Born: 13-1 ()'1 916
Professed: 7-1()'1941
Ordained: 29-7· 1945
Died: 27-4-1983

Fr. McG linche y was born at Belfast.
He belonged to the first group of
novices at T1rupattur in 1935. He
served at Panjim and was on Radio
Goa daily with his religious pro­
gramme named -Hora Cat ories-. He
also worked in Bombay and then
served the Madras province for many
years before return ing to his native
land. He died in Dublin .

FA. IGNATIUS RUBIO

Born: 8-4- 1921
Professed: 16-8-1942
Ordained: 13-8-1950
Died: 15-4- 1983

Fr. Rubio was bom at Barcelona in
Spa in. He possessed a creat ive and
artistic mind. He bunt a number 01
churches and religious institutions in
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Born in Switzer1ancl, Fr. A lfred
Mariotta studied at a Satesia n school.
The Sa lesians found the young lad a
very promising vocation. He was sent
to the mission ary aspirantate in Ivrea
and was among the first batch of
missionaries to come to India in
1930. After his ord ination he spent
many fruitful years as Headmaster ot
schools in Madras before he came to
Panjim . For 20 yea rs he was In
charge of the Past Pupils Federatfon
and wa s its Nationa l Delegate. He
organised the 3td Asia-Australia
Congress in 1984. In 1985 he was
appoi nted Vice Principal of the
Primary Section in Matunga and here
he was much loved as a father. Every
Christmas he would play the role of
Santa Ciaus. Thanks to his blue eyes
and white hair, he suited the role both
in appearance and in his comport­
ment. He wa s a capable organiser
responsible for organizing the
Missionary Exhibition in Mad ras, the
pilgrimage of the Pilg rim Virgin and
the Rosary Crusade. He was also
responsible lor the construction of
houses for the poor in Bangalore ,
Hyderabad , Kerala , Gujarat &
Meghataya. He was a devout reli­
gious and a lovable friend of the poor.
He was ext remely conscientiou s

8om:3+1911
Professed :6+1931
Ordained: 30-9-1939
Died: 22·10.1987

FR. ALFRED MARIOTTA

even offered his sufferi ngs for
vocations. He was a fervent devotee
of the Sacred Heart. His style of
religious and Saleslan life wa s simple
but attractive. He was straightforward
in his dea lings and made everyone
we lcome. Testimony of his deep faith
was the se renity he exuded du ring
the last stages of his ea rthly sojourn.

Fr. Benedict was born in Bombay. He
finished his schooling at Don Basco,
Mal ung a. He passed out from Don
Bceco. Matunga, and completed his
graduation at Khalsa College before
proceeding to the novitiate. From the
ear1yyears he showed great zeal in
the Oratory work and any work that
lnvclved the young. He began his
prie stly minist ry as Catech ist in
Matunga and then spent several
years in South India in different
schools. In 1969. he wa s Principal at
Panjim and then in 1976, Rector of
Don Bosco Youth Ce ntre , Pune
whe re he wa s responsible fo r the
form ation of young SOBs doing
university studies . 1978 saw him
back in Panjim as Rector and
Principal. He wa s instrumental in
making Don Bosco known and loved
in G oa. In 1983 he began medical
investiga tions for a persistant cold
and cough ... only later, whe n he was
confessor at l onavla. was cancer
detected. In 1985 he went to Quepem
as Confessor and Catechism tea cher.
His t reatment continued. Finally, in
198El he returned to the Provincial
House. The disease began to take
it's toll and his pat ient acceptance of
his suffering till the end was an
inspi ration to all who came to visit
him. He was an educator par excel­
fence with a specia l sensitivity to the
poor. He would personally follow up
the weaker students, taking a keen
interest in the night school, admitting
poor and deserving boys even while
some accused him of lowering the
standard . He guided and encouraged
many by his personal example and
pract ical advice. He would meticu­
lously follow up the boys who showed
an inclination to religious life . He

Bor n: 2·12·1930
Prole ssed: 24-5-1953
Drdalned:29-6-1982
Died: 13-8-1988Born:11·11·1911

Professed: t4-~ 1933
Ordained: 5-6-1941
Died: 26+1985

Nonh East India as Procurator firsl of FR. BENEDICT FURTADO
the Dibrugarh Diocese and later of
the Shillong-Guwahati Archdiocese.
He worked in Madras and Bombay.

Fr. Giaccm ellc was born at Almisano.
• Ital y. After his novitiate in Ita ly he

came to India as a missionary and
did his rege ncy in Bom bay. He spent
23 years as Adm inistrator and
Pri ncipal. Fondly know n as "Fr. Ja ck"
he would put everyone at ease. He
was appoi nted Rector and Principal
of the houses at Matunga and Kurla.
He served as pansn priest at Wadala.
His last years were spent in Borivili
as Confessor. He returned to Italy to
recoup and wh ile the re, passed away.
He was the first Vice-Provincial of the
Bombay Province . He was a much
sought after confessor. Cardinal
Gracias had him as Confessor tor
seve ral yea rs before he died. He was
a man who could spend hours with
people-listening and guiding them. As
a result he wou ld often tum up tor
lunch at 3 p.m. He was loved by the
boys and parents. Many a Salesian
will reca ll his gUiding hand in the ir
vocation story. His health was a
constant cross and yel he never
complained. Towards the end of his
lil e he suffered a great deal and
found it d ifficult to wa lk . His sister
who helped him in his last days,
recou nts that he endured all his trials
for an Increase in voc ations for India.

FR. JOSEPH CARRENO
Bom: 23-1 0-1905
Professed: 25-7-1922
Ordained: 21-5-1932
Died:29-5-1988
(See special article)

FR. JOHN GIACOMELLO
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about any task ancttec to him. He
was methodical and meticulous in
carrying out his tasks.

FR. MICHAEL DEVALLE

B<>rn:18-1'·I908
Protessed:8-1 ·1927
Orllalned:H ·1934
DIed: 13-1G-1988

Born in Clavesana, Italy, Fr. Devalle
was a cleric in his third yea r of
philosoph y when he was asked to
join Fr. Hauber In starting the fi rst
house in Bombay. He was a pioneer
missionary in Tezpur, Barpeta Roa d
an d Salana. He was a much sought
after leach er and spiritu al guide for
the 23 years in St. Paul's Minor
Seminary, Sh illong.

FR. VICTOR DE sOUZA

~-• (I"-,
•

hAI
Born: 19-1-1922
Professed:21-12·'945
Orllalned:1-8-1953
Died:14+1989
He was bom at g ettam. India.
He was brought up by piou s and
God -fearing parents . He left his job In
the Indian Railways and joined Don
Bosco, Matunga. Lite was tough but
Victor was ready to face it, in orde r 10
follow His call . He worked in vari ous
capacities as Rector, Adm inistra tor,
Principal in the fol lowing houses in
the Province: Lcnevete. Baroda,
Fa!orda, Kur1a, Andheri, Nas tk,

Wadala .
Wh ile at Don Bosco, Andheri, he was
diagnosed as suffering from cancer
and succumbed to the disease.
He will be remembered as a forceful
orator who took his preaching
seriously, always ready for a homily,
o r for a toast at a wedding. Being
avai lab le for confession was another
characteristic of his . He considered
ca reful spiritual direction of his
penitents an impo rtant part of his
mission as a priest. He al so had a
green thumb, gardens with beautiful
rose plants would sprout up whe rever
he went. Towards the end. even in his
suffering. he showed great courage
by accepting with resignation the
work of the Spirit in his life .

BRO. ALFRED GONsALVEs

Bom: 12+1924
P,ofessed:2H ·1950
Died: 18-7·1989

Bro. Alfr ed was bom at Abadan,
Persia to a fai rly we ll-off fam ily. He
heard God's catl to join the fled gli ng
Saleslan society in its humble
beginn ings at Matunga. It was a big
jump for him from the luxury of Brit ish
Anny standards to the simple life and
privations of Tirupanur in 1948. He
d id his ph ilosophy at Kotagiri and
compleled his practical training at
U luah and Matunga. He switched to
the Bro therhood at his perpetual
profession and started his act ive
Salesian life in Sagayatho- nam. He
was for some time secretary to the
Bishop of Vellore , Mgr. David
Marianayag am. After a cou rse at the
Premier Automobi les Ltd ., Kurla, he
began estab lishing the moto r me­
chanics section et Madras. In 1974
he was sent to Bombay to work in the
provincial eeonomer's office. later he
was posted at Panjim and Fatorda .
He arrived at Sulcoma for his last
tran sfer 0:'1 27 May 1989. Two

months late r he expired due to a
massive heart attack.
Bro. Alfred was an ep itome of joy and
opt imism. He rega led his confreres
with a continuous flow of mimicry,
jokes and laughter . He earned the
title ·Cavalliere". Never would a feast
day go by with out his trumpet be ing
sounded and it was enough for him to
peep into the stage to have the
audience bursting out Into peals 01
laughter. He was also the VIP
"chauffeur", always ready to be the
driver whenever the need arose. He
never liked to engage in di sputes and
quarrels. He was dedicated to his
duty and was a great devotee of Mary
Help of Christians. His oft -repeated
wish - "May the Lord take me without
giving trouble to anyone- - was
fulf illed when he completed his 65th
year; he was d iscovered lifeless in
his room.

BRO. KENNETH SEQUElRA

Bom: 5-6-1923
Professed : 24-5-1947

Died:2G-7·1990

Bro . Kenn eth was born in Bombay.
While a clerk at the Post Master
General's office, Bombay. at the age
of 23, Bra. Kenny (as he was pcpu­
larty known ) fen God ca lling him to a
life of religious dedication and service
to the young. He served as leacher
and assistant at Panjim, venore­
Katpadi. Malunga, Tirupattur, Kurla,
Basin Bridge, Pune. His longest
st retches were at Andheri and
Matunga (about 8 years each). He
wa s Instrumental in beginning the
magazine Friends of Dominic Savlo
(A magazine for youth which has long
since bee n te rminated ) Among his
other responsibilities were editing
Youngsters a Bombay Prov ince youth
magazine and the province newsier­
ter called the SDB West. He also led
the Andheri Unit of Salesian Coop-
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erators for a while.
He enjoyed reading and had a flai r
for writing. He excelled in letter
writing. His beautiful handwriting and
the contents made receiving letters
from him a veritable del ight. He
encouraged and gave spiri tual advice
through those letters. He loved the
young, and his serv ices , inspite of his
old age , were much apprecia ted by
them. Some youngsters would feign
illness 10 receive his lender care. The
primary section students at Malunga
were never homesick because every
morning he would be there ready to
welcome them at 8 am and he would
be there to bid them goodbye in the
evening .

FR. OSCAR MISaUmA

Born: 21·5-1914
Professed: 8-12-1936

Ordained: 30-1·1940
Died: 9-3-1 991

Fr. Oscar was born at Girgaum,
Mumbai. A lively lad. full of fun and a
born leader. Young Oscar entered the
Salesjan house and spent his early
years predominantly in south India.
With the erection of the province he
was posted at Wadala, Kurla and
finally at Matunga. During the 46
years of his pries tly ministry he
performed the task of Catechist,
Prefect , Director of the Oratory,
Assistant Parish priest and Confes­
sor. To all his jobs he brought his
characteristic diligence, simplic ity
and friendliness. He never hankered
for power or for positions of honour.
He was content to serve. His greatest
joy was to be in the midst of boys,
and indeed he was found among
them during all the intervals. From his
capacious pockets would issue forth
stickers. stamps. puzzles, cards and
medals and rosaries. Crowds of
ycunsters would stick to him wher­
ever he went and he would entertain
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them with his tricks and puzzles.
Being a spo rtsman himself, he took
keen interest in games. out ings ,
scout ing. gymnastics . He spent
considerable part of his life work ing
to promote voca tions. Many
Salesians in the province of Bombay
owe their vocation to his pastoral
zeal. He organised special camps for
his chosen boys. he followed them up
wrth taucs. personal chats and great
care. Fr. Oscar also loved being
available for confessio n. He spent
hours, especia lly in the shrine at
Matunga. bringing people back to
God . He loved his confreres and
endeared himsel f to them . He left
behind sweet memories of his daily
fidel ity to the abiding values of
simplicity, kindness and a joyful
presence among the young.

FR. ELlSEO BlANCHI

Born: 22-8-1914
Professed:8-12-1931
Ordail,ed : 30-1 ·1944
Died: 1-12-1991

Born at Lumezzane, Italy, young
Eliseo Bianchi left his be loved Italy
lor the shores of India at a tender age
0; 16. He spent 16 yea rs at Don
Bosco. Matunga. later, he was
transferred to lonavala and vercauc.
Atter staying in Italy for sometime , he
returned to serve as catechist and.
later confessor at Kurla . Boriv ili.
Baroda, Matunga. In 1988 he came
back to Lonavla where he remained
tilt his death. He was a multifaceted
person. He astounded many by his
ability to be a ·Jack of all trades as
well as Master of all". He was an
excellen t carpenter, musician.
dramatist, story-telle r, gymnasl and
teacher. He was an exac ting teacher
who inculcated in those he taught. a
quest for excellence. He also ad­
dressed various needs of the house
with his skill and hard work. He would

make beds or church benches. He
would tra in the band players 10
perform the class ics. Scouting was
another passion; he wou ld use the
great outdoors to educate young
scouts. The young gymnasts tra ined
by Fr. Branch! were well apprec iated
for their performances He was also
an able teacher whether he taught
Latin or Catechism. Toward s the end
of his life he took charge of the
Propaganda Off ice at Lonavla typing
hundreds otietters every day.
Exactness and orderliness were two
of his hallma rks. While he was strict
and austere with himself he was kind
and generous with others. His deep
sense of the supernatural, his prayer
and trust in God impressed all.
Towards the end of his life , he was
seen to spend much time weeping
before the crucifix, especially in
moments of intense suffering. He was
a rare genius of a Salesian.

FR. CYRIL D'SOUZA

Born: 5-7·1911

Professed: 31·1-1941
Ordained: 1-8-1953

Died: 5-12·1991

Born at Mangaiore. Fr. Cyri l had 10
beg in working early in Ufe due to his
family's situation. He came to seek
employment in Bombay to supple­
ment his family's income. He worked
as an accountant in Burmah -Shell
and the situat ion at home gradually
improved . He then decided to pursue
his vocation and entered Tardeo in
1938. The early years of his priestly
ministry were spent in the missions of
North Arcc t. Tamil Nadu. After a short
stint in Valpoi (Goa) he returned 10
South India. In 1970 he was at
Sulcorna as Conlessor and later
worked in Matunga, Boriv ili, Nasik
and Dakor. Finally, he was sent 10
Yerwada. In June 1984 he went back
to Sulcoma as Confessor. This was
to be his last home on his earthly
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sojourn. At Sulcorna he began to
suffer bouts of illness, his memory
began to fail. Later he became totally
help less. Fr. Cyri! had a sharp mind
and was full of pastoral zeal. He was
at home in the midst of peop le,
espec ially the poor, and was an
apostle of the confessional. He was
keenly interested in sports and later
in life when he was unable to play, he
would faithfully foHow the news 01 his
tavounte teams. He had a great
sense of humour, which is why he
was able to forgive and forget
whenever misunderstandings arose.

FR. CAJETAN LOBO

Bom: 24-12-1912

Professed: l O-S-l 941

Ordained: 7-8-1949
Died:7-1·1992

Born at Colvale. Goa a day belore
Christma s, Fr. Cajetan Lobo always
cons idered himself a precursor 01the
Lord. AI a very young age his father
died and tne burden of sustaining the
family fell on his shoulders. Begin­
ning as a simple village teache r, his
contact with the Seies.ans drew him
to discover his calling to priestly life .
After the situation in his fam ily was
stable. he came to Tardeo where he
was under the directon of Fr.
Masehio. He began his novitiate at
lhe age 01 28 . He was assigned the
role of ass istant to the novices. Soon
after his ordination he spent 15 years
in Don Boseo, Panj im as Prefect.
Headmaster and Confe ssor. He was
loved by one and all. In 1964 he went
to t cnav ta and spent 13 years there.
The early days were cha lleng ing, yet,
he was a man of great faith ready to
lace the many difficulties that lay
ahead. He spent some years also in
Yercaud, Matunga, Nas ik and
Quepem and returned to Lonavta to
spend Ihe evening of his life there.
He was affec tionate ly canec "Jimmu·

- a name he alfectiooa tely called all
the boys by. A big man with big
hands and a big heart . he feu most at
home in the company of the boys. He
played with words. was very creative
and helped the youngsters memori se
important truths about life through
short. pithy sayings. He was the
apostle 01the notice board ; with his
creative display of art and lette ring,
they became pulp its that conveyed
important values and information. His
forte was teaching. He drilled in his
subject matter with patience. creativ­
ity and tact. He did get angry but was
never the one to harbour a grudge.
He was a priest who enjoyed all
things pastora l - the Eucharist. the
Sacramen t of Reconciliation. He
insisted on visits 10 the Blessed
Sacrament and also devotion to Mary
Help of Christians, especially encour­
aging the recitation 01 the Rosary. He
was an apostle ot me pen, contr ibut ­
ing many inspiring articles in
Konkani, Engl ish and Portuguese.
Many popular devotional magazines
carried his stories and reflections to
a wide readership. His focus was
vocations and sancti ty. But his best
sermon was his life. He was never
heard cri ticizing others despite
sometimes being hurt hlmsen. The
warmth of his heart was matched by
his hospitali ty, gentleness and
solicitude lor the good 01 others. The
day before his death was the 45th
anniversary of his perpetual profes­
sion . That night he accompanied his
Rector, his one time pupil, to the
refectory and served him a hot bowl
of soup before he bid adieu for the
night...and forever.

FR. THOMAS BRAGANZA

Born: 14-9-1 931

Professed: 24-5-1951

Ordained:1·5-1963
Died:8-4-1992

Fr. Thomas Braganza was born at
Chowpatty, Mumbai . He joined Don
Bosco. Malunga as a boarder and
fell in love with the Sateslans. He
asked to joi n the Aspirantate. After
his initial formation at Matunga, he
com pleted his B.Ed . and was ap­
pointed Cathecnlst at Yercaud. Here
he was editor of the youth magazine
Friends of Dominic Savio. He next
moved to Don Boseo. Matunga. as
Prefect of Studies and took a Di·
ploma in Vocational Counselling.
After an updating course in Rome,
he returned as Rector of Don Bosco.
Matunga. He then worked in Kurla,
Lonavata, Panjim. Barada & Pune. In
1984 he volunteered to go to the
missions of Africa. He spent 5 years
in pastora l and missiona ry serv ice in
Tanzania. On his return he was
appo inted Rector at Kurfa . In 1991,
he was appo inted Rector of DBYC,
Puna but before he could take up this
assignment he was diagnosed as
suffering from cancer and after a year
of fighting the dreaded disease, he
passed away.
Fr. Braganza was a very affable and
caring person. He was a magnet,
anracting the young with his simplic­
ity and availability. He loved being
with the young as was evident by his
open office. Boys would enter in
during the breaks and surround him
and listen to him with eagerness.
Through very creative scou ting
camps. retreats and prayer experi­
ences he would touch thei r hearts.
He was instrume ntal in guiding many
to enter religious life. He also printed
and published a few books that would
help those in the youth eoostciate.
Some of these are: May I Help you ,
Sing Praises to the Fairest and the
very popular Youth Leaders Compan­
ion. His love for the med ia minist ry
was evident by his constant convem
for those who showed promise in this
apostolate. Even at the end. with
death staring him in the face, he
wrote letters to benelactors inviting
them 10 support a communications
project that had just started in the
province . He was a man of deep
faith who acknowledged his talents
and set-backs with sincerity, as is
evident from one of his letters to the
Provincial -I find I am not so much for
managem ent, as for work ing directly
with the younq".
The regular visits by past pup ils
during his illness, and their massive
attendance at his funeral bore
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testimony to Salesia n charisma and
pastoral efficacy.

BRO. CASTELLlNO
FERNANDES

Born:30-8-1929
Professed: 24-5-1955
Died: 29-8-1994

Bro. CasteUino was bom at Daman
Pecueno-Damac. In 1943 he came
into contact with the Salesia ns for the
first time, when he entered Don
Boseo Matunga as a pupil. He was
eager to be a Salesian himself. Thus
in 1950 he joined Sacred Heart,
Tirupattur where he stayed for four
years as an aspirant. Here he also
trained himself in carpentry. He
entered the novitiate at Yercaud in
1954. In 1954 he received the
Brother's medal from the great
missionary Archbishop, Mgr. Louis
Mathias. He made his firSl profession
in 1955 and was sent the very next
day to help at the carpentry depart ­
ment at Basin Bridge. The next year
he ran a flourishing oratory at SI.
Gabners. A year later he was asked
to do his Magistero in Turin. He made
his perpetua l profession on May 24,
1961 at Yercaud. He was then
appointed to Don Bosco Matunga. in
Bombay and worked Ihere until 1967.
He left tor Shillong at the invitation of
Archbishop Hubert D'Rosario in
1970. He was the archbishop's
secretary lor sixteen years. During
these years he went around the
mission preaching the word of God in
his unique way: through films, music
and above all, through magic. In
1986 he was placed in charge of the
Retreat House at Pastoral Centre,
Shillong and in 1992 he was given
Charge of the Don Bosco Book
Depot. He passed away at 1.30 p.m.
on August 29, 1994.
Bro. Castellino was a man who loved
the poor and burned with zeal to
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proclaim the Gospel. He had a
special predilection for the orphans,
the rag pickers and the delinquents.
The sight 01many of them at the
funeral was a living testimony to his
apostolic ettecnvenees. Throughout
India Bra. Castellino was called the
magician Salesia n. He used his
magical skills to entertain and to
spread the Gospel and also to collect
funds lor the mission. He transmitted
his skills in magic to many Salesians
and youngsters . He loved music and
played the trumpet with consummate
skill and perfection. He put together
many local music groups 10promote
evangelisation. He will be remem­
bered for his nobility, childlike
simplicity, generosity, a capacity to
appreciate people and a good dose
of healthy humour.

ABP. HUBERT D'ROZARIO

Born:21 ·2·1919
Prolessed: 25-12-1937
Ordainedpriest: 1641947
Ordained Bishop: 6-9-1 964
DioO: 30-8-1994

Hubert D'Rosario was born in an
obscure hamlet near Cencut, Kerala.
He was the fourth in a family 01seven
Children. At the age of ten, Hubert
lost his mother. After eoccesstcuv
passing his matricu lation he scouted
around for his next step in life when
he met the Salesians. He found his
way to the church and the Salesian
novitiate at Tirupattur. There he used
to be found watching with bemused
wonder and keen interest the ani­
mated games of the brothers. But
more than the brothers, it was the
Rector, Fr. Carreno who stole the
boy's heart . As a result the boy was
instinctively drawn to the Salesian
family. In December 1936, he began
his studies on his way to the priest­
hood with Fr. Carreno as his novice
master and guide through the rough

and difficult times ollonnation. He
was Ordained a priest of God at St.
Mary's Parish Church , Kotag irl by
Msgr. Renatus Guega , Bishop of
Mysore in 1947. Tirupatturwas his
first posting. Next , he was sent to
Trivandrum, then as Rector to
Katpadi with the distinction of being
the first Indian Rector in the Madras
Province. In 1958 he became the
Rector and Principal of Don Boseo
School. Matunga, Bombay. He had
many firsts 10 his cred it. He was the
first Indian to be the head of such a
big institution. He was the first Indian
delegate to the General Chapter in
1958. When the See 01 Dibrugarh
became vacant, Fr. Hubert was
appointed its bishop by Pope Paul VI
on 6 July 1964. He had scarcely set
himself in the midst 01his people in
Dibrugarh giving impetus to the work
of the Church , when further sum­
mons from the Holy Father urged him
to move on to the newly created
archdiocese of Shi1long-Guwahati as
the first Metropolitan Archbishop of
Northeast India in 1969. He was
consecrated bishop at the Shrine of
Mary Help of Chris tians, Matunga,
Bombay, on September 6 1964 by
His Eminence Valerian Cardinal
Graclas. Soon atter his consec ration
he flew to Rome to attend the third
session of the Second Vatican
Council then in progress.
On December 12, 1964, Bishop
Hubert arrived in Dibrugarh. Soon
after his arrival, the young Bishop
managed to rope in the services of
Fr. Ignatius Rubio Irom Don Boseo,
Matunga. Under Bishop Hubert's
l ive-year-Iong pastoral ministry, the
diocese of Dibrugarh witnessed great
progress in the field 01 evangelisa­
tion. Many new mission areas were
opened as new frontiers for evangeli­
sation continued to attract his
attention. He will be fondly remem­
bered for his freque nt village visits
because he loved his people . He
often confessed: 'VoIhen I am among
them I forget all my troubles. They
are so simple and loving and my
greatest joy is to be with them." Later
when m-hearth made touring impossi­
ble he regretted that the inability to
visit his people was "'the greatest
sorrow" he had to bear. The record of
the educational, health and social
service centre s that he began is
phenomenal. He lived long enough to
see the Golden Jubilee of the
diocese of Shillong (1984) , the papal
visit (1986), the centenary celebra­
tions of the Catholic Church in North
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East India (1990). No doubt , evange­
lisation was the "teit motif' which
governed the life 01the Archbishop.
Alter a brief illness during which he
continued to show great concern for
the mission, he cammended his soul
to the lord on August 30, 1994.

FR. ANTHONYAlESSI

Born: 274- 1906
Professed: 16-9-1923.
Ordained:2&4-1931.
Died: 18-1·1995.

Fr. Anthony Alessl was born at Nave,
Italy. into a lam ily of strong faith and
deep devotion. As a young boy he
had to work in the fields. He studied
all by himself, reading books sent by
an uncle who was a Salesian Brother.
After two years 01 active military
service, he joined the Salesians . He
always considered the experie nce of
poverty in his early life a singular
grace that equipped him for the road
ahead. Finishing his novitiate and
philosophy in Italy, he came down to
India as a missionary in 1926. In the
missions 01the North East he threw
himself into the work 01evangelisa­
tion. The veteran Salesian missionary
Fr. Vendrame deeply influenced his
young mind. He witnessed the
conversion of thousands 01Khasis
who embraced Christ and the
Gospel. After his ordination he
worked in the 8 rahmaputra valley­
preaching from village to village
despite all the hardships of rough
terrain, primitive transport, malaria
and dysentry. After 13 years in
Assam he was asked to start the
Saleslan presence in Burma. The
Salesians were also involved in
refugee work when World War 11 was
in progress. In 1956 he was ap­
pointed Provincial of Calcutta. He
kept frequent contacts with his
missionaries and spent most of the
time visiting them in the mission
lie ld...and all this inspite of very poor
health. He suffered Irom ulcers,

dysentry and malaria. All this made
travelling difficult, yet he went on. In
1958, he moved to the new Province
of Guwahati (which was carved out
from the Calcutta Province). He
worked hard to establish adequate
training for younger Salesians and for
setting up the required structures. In
1960, he was involved in a serious
accident. Alter 13 years as Provincial
he asked for a quieter job. He came
to Lonev ta as Rector 01the Apostolic
School which was nearing comple­
tion. In 1966 he fractured his hip
bone and had to limp for the rest of
his life. He worked in Matunga and
Kurla briefly. In 1970. he took charge
of the new missionary esplrentate at
Borivili. Already then he would come
10 Matunga daily to help Fr. Maschio
in the shrine and in the office. Finally,
in 1974 he was transferred to what
would be his last abode: the Provin­
cial House at Matunga . He took
charge of the pastoral services at the
Shrine, and spent hours in the
confessional. He would take part in
the distribution of lood and money to
thousands of lepers. He took greater
interest in leper rehabilitation by
setting up a separate home for them
at Velholl near Bhivandi. He asked
the Helpers 01 Mary to take charge 01
this apostolate.
His strong faith and strict observance
of religious life was the driving force
behind his enthusiasm in the mission.
He spent hours bringing souls back
to the sacraments . Towards the end,
his energy began to fail , yet he
remained fiercely independent and
refused all forms of comfort and
assistance. Through all this he never
complained. His schedule continued
to be demanding on himself, his time
and health. He continued to hear
confessions - a service he rendered
to the thousands who Ilocked to the
Shrine. On January 18, out of force 01
habit and his zeal to bring sinners
back to God, he decended the stairs
from his room at 4.00 a.m. He said
his mass and went as usual to his
confessional. Feeling uneasy. he
quietly ascended to his room in the
Provincial House . He did not make it.
His lifeless body was discovered at
6.30 a.m. - it was still warm.
Crowds attended his funeral. The
poor whom he helped generously
also came to pay their respects .
Above all, there were present a great
number of penitants who visited him
regularly at the confessional.

FR. CYRll FRANCIS

Bom:17-6-1923
Professed: 12·2·1943
Ordaioed: 7·12- 1951
Died:27·3-1995

Fr. Gyril Francis lived a little more
than 71 years. of which he spent 52
years as a Salesian and 43 years as
a priest. He belonged to the Province
of Calcutta and was a trained teacher
with a B.Ed. degree and a Diploma in
Vocational & Career Guidance. In
1980 he shifted to the province at
Bombay. He worked in various
capacities in Suiccma. Ouepem.
Fatcr da. Panjim, Andheri and tor the
lasl 4 years. in Baroda.
He had an infectious enthusiasm and
zest for life. He was the soul of every
community get -together. He loved
singing his favourite songs and
playing the mouthorgan. He loved the
boys and willingly joined in their
recreation. He was an articulate
preacher and the boys longed to hear
him speak. His sermons were filled
with lively anecdotes which he would
recount in a very dramatic manner.
He had a child-like confidence In his
superiors. He was a man of deep
faith and bore the trials of comm unity
life of which he had a fair share. His
buoyant spirit carried him through his
last weeks of suffering. He bore his
pain with calm and serene accept­
ance - the measure of his deep faith
and closeness to God. The secret of
his contented nature was his convic­
tion which he once expressed in his
tetter to the provincial on accep ting a
difficult transfer:
"Happiness is a disposition of the
spirit and not of the mind.•. a peculiar
disposition that can make a person
smile in the midst of tears:
Towards the end of his life he began
learn ing the cesio . He would play it
everyday while alone in his room.
This kept his spirit enthusiastic and
~jolly" - as he always wanted to be.
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FR. JOSE MENEZES

Bom:29-7·1920
Professed: 31·' ·1941
OrdaIned:25-3-1950
Died: 11·7·1995

Fr. Jose Menezes was born in
Mang alore. He entered Salesian life
and wa s ordained in 1950. He had a
long and illustrious care er as Head­
master in seve ral schools : Panjim.
Chinglepet. St. Bede, Wadala and
Bori " ili. He also was the Principal of a
diocesan school at 51. Michae l's,
Mahim. He was Rector in Egmore.
Kurla and Borivili; Par ish Pries t in
w acere : Adm inistrator in Panjim and
Fatorda; Confessor in And heri and
Borivi li. His health beg an 10dete rio­
rate while at Borivili and he reached a
helpless slate unable to communi­
cate or recognise anybody.
He came across 10 all as a meticu­
lous planner and organiser who
demanded a high standard of effi­
cie ncy and discipl ine from both
leachers and students . He was an
intelligent, eloquent and forceful
speaker. He wa s much sought after
for retreats and homilies. He would
often incorporate the local vernacular
jargon into the text of his hom ilies,
thus providing him with the advan­
tage of speaking direct ly to the life­
situation of his audiences. Rich in
talent and dynamic as he was , he
had to suffer much in the midst of
pain ful controversies and prolonged
disputes whICh led to a breakdown in
his health. He accepted these
hardships in a spirit of res ignation
and faith, grateful to those who
showed him understanding , con cern
and sympathy.
He was an avid reader and kepi
abreast of pol itical ev ents of the time
- making disceming statements and
exp ressing his opinion whenever he
felt it necessary.
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FR. PETER GATII

Born: 16-3-1911
Professed: 9-1-1928
Ordained: 1939
Died: 7-6-1995

Born at Cernusco SuI Naviglio . Italy,
Fr. Peter was the fifth child of Mr.
Guiseppe Gatt i and Mrs. Valli Mar ia .
Endowed with leadership quali ties as
a teenager, he joi ned the aspirantate
atlvrea in 1928 and stepped on
Indian soil when he was barely 17
years old and "as th in as a blade of
grass· . His ord ination motto was ' to
share your bread with the poor". He
taught theology for some time and
then took a BA , BT degree enabling
him to teach in a high school. He was
posted at Madras (Egmore and
Nagercoil) and was at Don Bosco
High SChOOl , Matunga between the
years 1952 and t961. He was then
called to serve at the Apostolic
Ne ncia ture in Delhi after wh ich he
returned to tea ch ing at Matunga and
Panj im . He was Rector and Principal
at Fatorda and then returned to
Panjim where he stayed until his sad
demise.
He was noted for his cheerfulness ,
hUlTlOllr and his affectionate ways. He
loved his con freres and showed it. He
had a flair for Writing and regUlarly
contributed stories to the Don Bosco
Madonna. He had phenomenal wit
and was well known for his ability to
pun on the English lang uage. He
was also known for his poetica l .
compos itions Sometimes his quick
temper sca red many people but the y
recognized the kindness below the
surface. He chose Indian citizenship.
a sign 01 his tota l ded icat ion to the
missions . He wa s a good preacher.
A mon lh before his death he was
sent to Italy for a bit of rest and
trea tment the re. Little did his
confreres realise that he wou ld never
come back to Ind ia.

FR. DESMOND PAES

Born: 14+1941
Professed : 24-5-1 961,

Ordained: 19-12- 1970.

Died: 6-11· 1995.

Born at Byccue. Mumba i, Fr.
Desmond Paes completed his SSC
at Don Bosco , Matunga. He went to
the aspirantats at Tirupaltur and
exceneo in studies . ta lents. games,
music . hu mour and dramatic skills.
He served in the houses of Lonavla ,
Kurta. Ba roda, Wadala, Fatorda,
Borivli and Antop Hill. He wa s also a
National Delegate for Past Pupils
and lncharge of Soc ial Communica­
tion & Youth Services at Matunga. He
qu alified himself in his preferred field
of Educa tion and served with distinc­
tion in various schools of the prov­
ince .
Fr. Desmond had the gilt 01keeping a
crowd roa ring with side-splilling
laughter. He wou ld be the soul of
eve ry party with his guita r, songs,
jokes . mimicry and comic verses.
Thu s he brought good cheer wher­
ever he went. He was also \lery
generous and never refused to help
anyone . Moreover he was a man of
his word - he rarely turned down any
requests for help and always ensured
that he kepI his promises. wit hout
having to be reminded.
He was not always understood and
yet he never bore any ill will. In fact
he always tried to see the good side
of thin gs. He kept his pain and
loneliness to himself . The re was
much virtue in his gestures of
considerateness and the littl e
kindnesses he bestowed.
He had a thousand friends and
con tacts whom he cou ld rely on for
help whenever he needed it and they
always enjoyed his company. The
testi mony of his f riendship was bo rne
out in the fact that at his prem ature
death, the Shrine et Matunga was
filled to capacity, despite being an
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afternoon on a working day - and at
short notice.
Fr. Desmond also composed hymns
with very inspiring lyrics . He was a
beacon lor the many lyricists who
sprang up from t cnav la during his
slay there . One of his hymns will
always be remembered as containing
his l inal wish: "t ora my God. I've
walked a weal}' way. I've seen places
where your love was in decay. Lord
you know me. My life belongs to you.
May your great love forever see me
through. In the shadow of your
mercy, I lay my soul to rest. In the
splendour of your greatness. my life
will ever be blessed... •

FR. DANIEL VENIA

Born: 14-4-1930
Professed: 18-8-1946
Ordained:7-12-1956
Died: 20-12-1995

Fr. Venia was born at Bronte, Sicily.
He came to India as a student 01
Theology in 1951. The first 14 years
01his priestly ministry were spent in
the provinces 01Madras and Cal­
cutta. He worked in Madras,
Krishnagar, Sonada and Siliguri and
Calcutta . In 1970 he was transferred
to Borivili as Confessor. He then wenl
on to work in Suicome. Andheri,
Pune, Nasik and Fatorda. Most of the
time he was either a confessor or
administrator. From 1991 till his death
he was at Lonavla as conlessor and
in charge of the propaganda.
His wisdom and holiness consisted in
his simple, child-like trust in God and
neighbour. He never occupied high
positions in the congregation. He was
never Rector or Principal. Yet he was
one of the most loved conireres. His
simplicity, patience and availability
were phenomenal. He was always
ready to drive the vehicle to reach
confreres to the station or airport.
His assurances to his confre res in

the familiar phrases "no problem",
"corragio~ endeared him to all in the
province. This transparent simplicity
often led 10 humorous occurrences
which even he enjoyed recalling. In
the confessional he brought many the
lorgiving love 01 Jesus . Towards the
end he had a stomach anment and
asked to be treated in Italy. There, to
the shock and grief 01all his
confreres in India, he breathed his
last.

FA. AURELlUS MASCHIO
Born: 12·2·1909
Professed:25-1 2·1925
Ordained: 29-4-1933
Died: 9-9-1996
(see special art icle)

FR. DENNIS DUARTE

Bom: 16-5-1918
Professed:8-12-1936
Ordained:30-1·1946
Died:24-9-1996

Fr. Dennis Duarte was born at
Girgaum, Bombay. He was the eldest
son of his parents and was a clever
student and a good sportsman. He
came to know about Don Boseo
through his friend and neighbour,
Oscar Misquita. Soon after his
ordination he was deemed very
capable and was appoin ted the
assistant secretary of Archbishop
Louis Mathias in Madras. He then
moved to Tirupattur as Prelect 01
Studies where his penchant for
discipline and order brought honour
10the institute . He was an under­
standing Rector in Matunga and
Panjim. In 1968 he was appoin ted the
Vice Provincial of Madras and in
1969 he was made the first Provincial
01the newly erected Province of
Bombay. After he served a full term,
he continued 10work in the province

as Rector 01 Matunga, Director of the
Shrine at Panjim, Parish Priest at
Wadala, Cetecmst and confessor at
Andheri, where he breathed his last.
He often called himself a "first time
Saresen". He was the first Indian
Rector of Goa, the first Indian
Provincial to be appointed by Rome,
the first Indian to attend the General
Chapter and the first Provincial of
Bombay.
He will be remembered as a faithful
priest and an eloquent preacher. He
took great pains in preparing his
sermons, interspersing them with
lively anecdotes. Later he planned
the liturgical celebrations in great
detail using drama and animat ion
with the help 01youllQ friends.He was
always ava ilable lor the ministry 01
confessions . He ensured the deco­
rum and dignity of all religious and
liturgical services . He was a great
writer and was a regular contributor
10the Don Bosco 's Madonna. A
collection of some of his stones were
published on the golden jubilee of his
ordination, entitled Stories to Live by.
He loved his vocation and was a
great vocation promoter bringing
many to the vineyard of the Lord by
his sermons, writings and personal
contacts. His illness prolonged itself
laboriously... he was even resusci­
tated once. Yet he bore it with
courage and acceptance 01 God's will
till his final moment. On the occasion
of his golden [ubltee 01priesthood he
wrote: -I ask God what he saw in me
(to have called me), and though I
have let him down, times out of
numbe r, he has kept me happy.
Every morning I raise a white Host
and a golden Chalice to the Lord, and
he changes it at my words. What
marvels the l ord has done for me!"

FR. JOSEPH MALlEKAL
Bom:26-12-1925
Professed:24-5-1949
Ordained: 2-7·1960
Died:2·12·1996

Fr. C. M. Joseph was born in Pala,
xerara. He did his practical training in
Matunga in 1953 and later returned
to complete his B.Ed. in 1964 . He
volunteered lor the North Eastern
and African missions. In 1994 he
returned to India and was appointed
confessor at Mysore. He died
untimely, from a severe head injury
caused by a fall from the scooter.
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BRO. EULALlO VAZ

Bom: 12-2-1 932
Professed: 24-5 -1956.
Died:2-2-1997.

Bom at Cuncolirn. Goa. Bro. Eulalio
Vazshowed showed signs of promise
already from his childhood. He joined
Tirupaturas an aspirant in 1951 and
after a year of practicallraining was
sent 10 Aebaudengo. Italy for techni­
ca l studies . After a stint at Basin
Bridge he was a pioneer at the St.
Joseph Technica l lnslitute. Kurla,
where he was Principal for 20 years.
In 1985 he went to Don Bosco
Falorda and boosted up the standard
of the institute. In 1989 he stepped
down as Principal but began 10 focus
his attention on non-formal technical
studies espec ially TRYSEM. He
made this a conscious option since
he was eager to meet the growing
demandsof poor boys who often
dropped out of SChool and were
bereft of employment. Yel it was in
the Oratory, a sett ing close to the
heart of Don Bosco , that Bro. Vaz
came into his own. Along with
football and other games, he also
dispensed a good dose of character
and religious formation. He was
marked out by his size. He stood out
in the crowd with his big stature. He
was a big-hearted man with a deep
love for the poor. He was a sports­
man who instilled the sporting spirit
and disci pline into athletes in his
charge. He coached. played, prayed
and counselled youngsters who saw
in him both a hero and a friend . He
had acute common sense and
gauged the needs of yout h at a very
practical level. His unt imely death on
the football fie ld possibily due to a
massive heart attack brought his past
pupils togeth er from distant places. It
was a touch ing mani festation of the
gratitude and appreciation people
had for him.
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FR. K.J. THOMAS

Born: 24-1·1947
Professed: 24-5-1965
Ordained:23-12·1973
Died: 2-4-1997

Fr. K.J. Thomas was born in Pune
but was schooled at Avadi, Chennai.
When the family had to move again
to Bangalore he came in contact with
the Salesians and decided to join in
1964. Afte r his philosophical studies
he was sent to Lonavra for his
pract ical training . As a priest he was
posted at Kristu Jyoti College and
later pioneered Visvadeep as its first
Rector in 1992 . He served as Secre­
tary of the CBCI Commission for
Christian ute. and was the founder ­
president of the All-Ind ia Catechetical
Association. However, throug h all
these responsibilities. he had not
been keeping good health . The
cause was detected only in April
1996 . He was diagnosed as having
Hepatitis B. He passed away at SI.
Philomena's Hospita l alter a year of
prolonged suffering,

FR. JOAQUIM LOBO

Born: 14-8-1 933
Professed:24-5-19SS
Ordained:24-5-1984
Died:29+1997

Fr. Joaquim was born in Panpm, Goa ,
the favourite of his mother who saw
in him a special son. He joined the
oratory of Oon Bosco as a boarder in

1948 and the following year asked to
be admitted into the aspirantate at
Trrupattur, Madras. Here he com­
pleted his SSC and was later sent for
his technica l studies in metal art
work. He proved to be a gifted
student and quali fied to becom e an
artistic metal worker all his lile . After
his first profession he was sent to the
Technical Institue at Madras where
he worked for many years even afte r
his perpetua l profession. His great
desire was to be a priest, but the
policy of the congregation at that time
discouraged a change from the
Brotherhood to the Priesthood . When
this was made permissible, the
supe riors heeded his plea and
ordained him in 1984 .
Fr. Joaquim served in Gujarat briefly
and then in AfriCa. Notwithstanding
his poor health he stayed on till 1996
offering his technical skills to African
youth. He returned to the province of
Bombay for med ical attention and
was assig ned to the community 01
Dominic Savrc. Andheri, Irom where
he was called home .
Fr. Joaquim never craved for reoogni·
tion but quietly proved his worth
through his unassuming labou r in the
vineyard of the Lord. He humbly
accepted all tha t happened to him as
was clearly seen in his calm resigna­
tion to his recent illness. Today. Fr.
Joaquim's metallic art adorns many
important institutions. They are
reminders 01 his friendly, non­
interfering fraternal presence among
his Saieslen brothers and are signs
01a talent spent tor the glory 01God.

FR. ANAND DALMET

Bom:20-9-1 959
Pnotessed:2~1979
Ordained: 1-4-1 990
Died: 9-1G-97

Fr. Anand was born in vasal. He
entered Oon Bosco. Boriv ili as a pupil
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tor the nret ume in .iune . 1972 and
expressed his desire to become a
Salesian priest . One of the trades he
picked up during his juntor college
days was tailoring . He completed his
scholastic studies and was ordained
in 1990 at the Shrine 01Don Bosco's
Madonna, Matunga. Soon aher, he
was appointed assistant parish priest
and Vice Principal at Janata where he
worked for three years. His next and

last assignment was as Principal of
Don Bosco High SChool, Yerwada,
Pune. In October 1997 he accepted
an invitation to preach at the novena
01Our Lady 01Fatima at Jartata. Aher
mass he went out to visit a sick
penstnon er. On the way he was hit by
a speeding truck and expired immedi­
ately. Fr. Anand was noted tor his
unassumi ng friend liness and his
ability to take a joke sportingly. He

was assiduous in the lu lfillment of his
duties and la ithfulto his daily prayer
schedule. As a Principa l he was hrm
and worked hard to raise the stand­
ard of the poor students, thus
enabling the school to achieve cent
percent results in the SSC exams of
1996. His untimely death brought a
sense 01 shock 10 all who knew him.
It was the first death in the province
of someon e so young.

•

•

.... UNLESS AWHEAT GRAIN
FAllS ON THE GROUND •
AND DIES, IT REMAINS

ASINGLE GRAIN;
BUT IF IT DIES, IT YIElDS

ARICH HARVEST.

•-" ETERNAl REST GRANT
TO OUR BROTHERS

oLORD.
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NATIONAL VISION STATEMENT
OF THE SALESIANS OF DON sosco

WE, THE SALESIANS OF DON BOseO IN INDIA,

ARE SIGNS AND BEARERS OF GOD'SLOVE TO YOUNG PEOPLE

ESPECIALLY THE POOR.

FOLLOWING JESUS CHRIST, THE GOOD SHEPHERD,

AND IN IMITATION OF OUR FOUNDER,

RESPONDING TO THE INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

AT THE SERVICE OF THE CHURCH,

UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF MARY OUR MOTHER,

WITH DON BOSCO'SATTITUDESAND STYLE,

WE SEE OURSELVES ENTERING THE THIRD MILLENNIUM

UNITED AS ANATIONAL COMMUNITY OF CONSECRATED MEN

ENRICHED BY OUR DIVERSE ETHNIC AND CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS.

WESTRIVE, ACCORDING TO OUR SPECIFIC CHARISMOF

EDUCATIONAND EVANGELIZATION

TO CREATIVELY ADDRESS AND UPHOLD THE CAUSE AND DIGNITY

OF THE POOR AND THE MARGINALlZED

ESPECIALLYTHE YOUNG.

WORKING TOGETHER WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE SALESIAN FAMILY AND WITH

LAY COLLABORATORS, INCLUDING THOSE OF OTHER RELIGIONS AND PERSUASIONS,

THROUGH RECIPROCAL FORMATION,SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

ANDACCOUNTABILITY,

WE EXPERIENCE AGREATER COMMITMENT TO OUR MISSION.

THUS WE PROCLAIM AND REALISE

GOD'SKINGDOM OF LOVE,PEACE AND JUSTICE IN INDIA.

Salesian ProvincialConference oflndia -1997
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ANDHRA
PRADESH

JAITALJ

MADHYA
PRADESH

S.T.I. NASHIK
• DIVYAOAAN

MAHARASHTRA
BHINGAR
AHMEONAGAR
SAVEDI

LONAVLA "•,
YERWADA
KOREGAON PARK

GOA
TUEM
PANJIM
ODXEL
FATORDA
BENAULlM
QUEPEM
LOUTOLlM
SULCORNA

RAJASTHAN

BOMBAY
VIRAR
BORIVILI
B.B.H.
ANDHERI
KURLA
PROVINCIAL H.
MATUNGA
WADALA WEST
WADALA EAST
SHELTER

CHHOTAUDEPUR
KAWANT
NARUKOT

I N D I A

ARABIAN
SEA
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VIRAR

BORIVILI
.. BOSCO BOYS' H.

BOM~Y
ANDHERI

KURLA•

MATUNGA
PROVINCIAL H

GOA ESTABLlSHEOIENTRUSTED PAGE

BENAUUM 1987 158
FATORDA 1973 131
LOUTOUM 1994 173
QOXEL 1948 107
PAN.!IM 1946 140
QUEPEM 1985 152
SUlCORNA 1962 113
TUEM 1990 166

GUJARAT
BARODA 1974 135
CHHOTA UDEPUR 1975 140
DAKOR 1981 149
KAPADVAN.! 1994 174
KAWANT 1986 153
NARUKOT 1987 159

KARNATAKA
SIRSI 1995 175
SUTGATTJ ( HUBU ) 1991 167

MADHYA PRADESH
AURAJPUR 1992 168
BETUL 1992 169

MAHARASHTRA
AHMEDNAGAR - BHINGAR 1986 154
AHMEDNAGAR - SAVEDI 1992 169
AHMEDNAGAR - SlANNE'S 1986 156

BOMBAY- ANDHERI 1969 11B
BOMBAY - BORIVLI 1970 121
BOMBAY- BOSCO BOYS' 1976 141
BOMBAY- KURLA 1965 115
BOMBAY - MATUNGA 1928 102
BOMBAY - PROVINCIAL HOUSE 1971 123
BOMBAY - WADAlA - SHElTER 1988 160
BOMBAY - WADAlA EAST 1981 147
BOMBAY - WADAlA WEST 1948 108
BOMBAY - VlRAR 1993 171

NAGPUR - JAITAlA 1989 163
NASHIK - DIVYADAAN 1980 145
NASHIK - NOVITIATE (, SCHOOl) 1978 143
PUNE - KOREGAON PARK 1974 137
PUNE - lONAVlA 1962 110
PUNE - YERWADA 1974 133
SINDHUDURG - PINGULI 1963 150

3.1 HlSto,y'trlhe Insthutlons
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1928
matunga

DON BOSCO HlGIl SCIlO OI.

ES TABUSIlED
/928

CANONICA LLY ER ECTED
19.1.1

ARClllJlOCESE OF
BOMBAY

STATE OF MAIlARASIlTRA

SE RVICES,
High School

Boarding
Evening Study Classes

Shrine Services

RECTORS

FR.JOSEPHHA UBER 1928-1932

FR . AOOLFTOR~QUJST 1932-1937

FR.AURELIUS MASCHIO 1937·1952

FR. MAL: RO CASAROTTl 1952-1958

FRHUBERTD' ROSARIO 1958·1964

FR. ALOYSIUS Dl FIORE 16MTH5)1964

FR.JOH ~GlACOMELLO 1964-1970

FR.THOMA5BRAGANZA 1970-1976

FR. DEl'NISDUARTE 1976-1982

FR.CHRYSOL(XJUS DT UNHA 1982·1988

FR DENZILVAZ 1988· 1990

FR.STEPHEN RODRIGUES 1990-1994

FR.ORVILLECOUTINHO 1994-

On May 16. 1928. four Sale sians - Fr.
Joseph Hauber, Fr. Austin Dehlert. Bro.
WiIliam Haug hley and Bro. Michael
Devallc took ove r the management of
the Educational Institut ion of the Im­
maculate Concept ion fro m Fr. J. S.
Preitas S. J. The school was housed in
a ren ted building called "T ardeo Cas­
tle" . When the new school commenced
on June 6. 1928. there wa s a complete
change o f staff and servants . Th ere
we re 189 day-scholars and fou r lady
teachers. Mr. Roc h Thomas was the
offi cial headmaster from July I. 1928.
Two years later, in June 1930. the in­
stit ut ion changed it s name to " Do n
Bosco High School". In 1932. Fr. Adolf
Tomqui st succeeded Fr. Hauber, stay­
ing in offi ce unti l his departure for Ar­
ge ntina in May 1936. The school then
rema ined without a supe rior for nine
months.

In 1937. Fr. Au reli us Maschio was ap­
pointed Recto r, Gifted with rare fore ­
sight, dynamism and a dr ive 10 convert
his dream s into reality. Fr. Aure lius
made all nssessrnent of'the existing situ­
at ion. laid out his plans and launched
out o n a massive fund-raising cam ­
paign. Since many difficulties were be­
ing presented by the landlord at Tardeo.
he looked for land elsewhere. He found
a spacious plot at Matunga - a land­
scape of marsh, water-filled pits and
stime • which he proposed 10 buy. In
the meantime Fr. Berutri and Fr. Can­
dela o f the Superior Chapter, during
thei r brief stop in Bombay on thei r way
hack to Turin from the East. vis ited the
propo sed Matunga plot and ga ve thei r
approval for its purchase.

With notice to quit Tardeo Castle by
October I. 1940. the ent ire schoo l was
shifted to a place ca lled "Hilltop" on
Carmichael Road at C umballa Hill in
September 1940. Meanwhile, all atten ­
tio n was on the new place bought at
Matunga. And. so on March 19, 194 1,
the foundat ion stone of the new build­
ing at Manm ga was blessed and laid
by Archbishop Thomas Roherts. SJ.

By October 3 1, 1941. " Hilltop" was va­
cared and the schoo l moved into the
partially co m ple te d build in g a t
Matunga. On Jan uary 3 1, 194 2, the
premises were completed and so lemnly
ina ugurated . Toda y, this portion forms

the secondary sec tio n of the school.

T he found ation sto ne o f the primary
building wa s blessed 0 11 the feast day
of Don Bosco. January 3 1, 195 1.

The bui lding o f the Shrine of Don
Bosco's Madonna was begu n and com­
plete d by Fr. Maschio d uring the rec­
torship of Fr. M auro Cas arotti ( 1952­
1958). Fr. Hubert 0 ' Rosaric succeeded
Fr. Casarotn. He was the first Indian to
lead the school and boardin g complex
as Rector of the insti tute . At the end of
his term , on September 9, 1964. be was
orda ined Bishop by Cardinal Gracias
in the Shrine of Don Bosco's Madonna.
Matunga.

On No vember 28. 1964 , arou nd the
time o f the Eucha ristic Congres s. Msgr.
0' Rosario together with seven other
bisho ps consecrated the Shrine dedi­
ca ted to Ma ry Help of Christia ns. each
Bishop performing separately the co n­
secration of each of the altars, in the
Shrine and in the Crypt. Fr. Olivio
Mi runda, the ca tee h ist , wa s g iven
charge of the so lemn liturgy and super­
v ised the who le function white Fr.
Bianchi co nducted the choir co mpris­
ing the boy s of Lon avla .

December 4. 1964. wa s a spe cia l day
in the history of the Schoo l. His Holi­
ness rope Pau l VI met the University
and High School Students assembled
on the cllmpus. Fr. Pianazzi, the Gen­
eral Prefect of Studie s welcomed and
thanked the Pope in the name of the
Salesians for the singular privilege of
his visit. The Ho ly Father replied that
it was his duty to thank the Sa lesian s
for thei r wor k and for putting up such
a fine institution.

Fr. A . Di Fia re fo llow ed Msg r.
D'Rosarto as Recto r in 1964. Bu t
barel y six months later he was ap­
pointed Provincia l of the province of
Madras.

In January 1965, the residence o f the
conrre rcs was co mpleted during the
time when Fr. Hubert Rosario. was Rec­
tor and his administra tor, Fr. Ignatius
Rubi o. The boa rding house wa s built
next an d co mple te d by Fr. J o h n
Giacome llo. the Rector with the help
o f h is admin ist rator Fr. Sa nt ino
Mon dini.

3.1 History 01 thalllSlhutlons



The primary section of the school:
C1I/aerial dell' takenfrom the

secondarysection.
during am/ aft er construction (/ /1(/

(riglll) a rear l 'ie \l~ with the shrine.

When Fr. T homas Braganza became
Rector in May 1970, the fin ishing
touches were put to the new bu ilding .
Fr. Dcnnis Duarte took over as Rector
in 1976 and saw to it that the standard
of the institute wa s kept alo ft. Don
Bc sco could now be counted among
the most prestigious schools in Bom ­
bay.

Ho wever, it was felt that the portals o f
the institution had to be made a..'ail­
able to poor youth as well. Hence dur­
ing the rectorship of Fr. Chrysologus
D'C unhu. boys from the ne ighbour­
ing slums were invited to use some
classroom s for their study. They were
give n :1 unique opportun ity 10 ava il

3.1 HlslOrvDlthelnstnuUonl

them sel ves of a clea n and
qu iet study e nvironme nt.

Thus, the community. with
the help o f cl eric s wh o
were studying for a degree
in socia l work . be gan
evening-study cl asses in
1983 . Rem edi al classes
for weaker boys were also
provided . Ever since its in­
cept ion. th is project ha...
yielded positive resul ts.

In 1985, Fr. John Samala
too k over as principa l of
the school and was advised
by Fr. Ch rys Saldanha , the
provincial. to impleme nt
two important poli cie s:
firs tly. 10 ad mit poor boys
from rhe nei ghbou rhood
slums ; sec o nd ly to gel
gram-in-aid for the primary
sectio n tStd. I to IV) from
the govern me nt. Accord ­
ingly work began. in orde r
10 implement the two poJi-

c ies. Th e gra m-in-a id wa ... received
only five years later .

The school to this day, continues to be
much sought after due to its emphasis
on all-round education. The large play­
grou nds and the two well equipped au­
dironums amply testify 10 the anen­
tion give n to games .... port s and cu l­
tural train ing bes ides academic devel ­
opment.

Fo r admiss ion to the boarding. spec ial
attent ion is paid to poor boys. orphans
and ca ses ....'he re se rio us d ifficultie s
ex ist in the family .

Over the- years. each Rector with the
who lehearted co-operation of his com­
munity o f Sale sian confreres and the­
lay sta ff has made a substantial co ntri­
but ion 10the progress and smooth run­
ning o f the- institution. Th anks to their
unflin ching dedica tion. the students

have excelled in studies. sports. dra­
mat ics and o ther curric ular activities.
The Past Pupil s' unit and the unit of
the Salesian Co-operators have also
bee n hel ped 10 grow.
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Before the end of the year, an attempt
wa s made 10 ope n a bra nc h a t
Calangure . lured by the promises of a
well-inrenrioned friend who had nei­
ther the authorit y nor the means tu
fulfil them. Fr. Beni and Fr. Mora", ere
pUI in charge. By April 1947 the house
was closed and only a Sunday oratory
was run by Fr. Ravalico from Panjhu.

In June 1947 the English Schoo l was
born. with 36 pupils. most of them drop
O UIS . This. and four cla sses of the Por­
tuguese schoo l we re running in a
re nted building abo ut five minutes
from the Oratorio.

By the rime a batch of six sale sian
priests arri ved from Dehra Dun intern ­
ment Camp. on October 16. I~6. the
followin g act ivities " ere already flour­
ishing: daily oratory with abo ut 150
boy s: Portuguese prim ary sc hoo l:
"lnicial" and three classes: hoarding
with about fifteen boys: ca rpen try wi th
a dozen boys: chapel well frequented
daily and especia lly on Sundays.

With the arriva l of Brn . Fru nci s
Medagha. a master tailor. shortly af­
rer. tailoring classes were added to the­
activities.

they liked 10 stay with ' Padre Scuder i
and became the first carpe nters. A 101
of sma ll ch ild ren living in the vast

compound around and nearby were in­
vited in by Bro. Lobo. the sole master.
Thus the "Don Bosco Escola Primaria"
bega n.

The Oratorio built by Fr. Sell/la;

A big roo m on the first floor served as
the chapel. Daily. as well as. Sunday
services were atte nded in large num­
bers.

After present ing himself before the au­
thoritie s who had been informed about
hb arrival. he began immediately with
a football and a big smile. A bunch of
teenagers joined immediate ly. A few
weeks later Bro. Cajeran w ho was
sent to him. as a companion and helper.

Msgr . Sc udc n mCI a Sic ilian , Mr.
Oiovanni Bellassui. who offered to help
him for his food and a place to stay. By
profession. Mr. Be llassai was a skillfu1
carpe nter and joiner. Together. they
bought wood and some roo ts. Many of
the boys would nOI go home. becau se

The yea r was 1 9~6 and World War 11
war..just over. The Salesians formulated
a plan to open a mission in Goa .....hich
was. at that lime. under Portu guese
rule. Two Salesian missionaries. Msgr.
Joseph Carreno. then Provincial of the
South India Salesian Province and Fr.
Aure lius Maschlo. presen ted them ­
selves before the Patriarch of the East
in Gou. Dom Jose da Costa Nunes . for
official permission to start a Salesian
mission in the territory,

The reply of the Patriarch displayed the
enormou sco nfidence held by the Prel­
ate in the Salesians: "Not only per­
mission" he said. "but I am waiting for
the Salesians wi th open arms". The dale
was March 19. feast of SI. Joseph.

Providence chose Fr. Vincent Scud cri .
a missionary who was at the Civilian
Internment Cam p at Purandarh to lead
the way. He preferred to go to Goa as a
te mpo rary safeg ua rd to avoi d an
impendi ng repatria tion. Fr. Curreno
worked hard ID obtain the necessary
permission from the Portuguese Gov ­
ernme nl. The permission was promptly
arranged for by the Patriarch .

Thus. on the night between 4 and 5
April. 1946. Msgr. Vincent Scuderi
arrived in Goa. He had come a long
way from Calcutta . where he was Pro­
vincial. through the internment Camps
o f FOri Wil li am s (C alcuna ).
Ahmednagar. Deolali . Dehra Dun and
Purandar : six years in all.

Prophetically, he spent his first nigh t
in the house that would later becom e
the first house of the Sa lesians in Goa .
He called it Oratorio Satesian o Do"
Bosco.1~ · I'J5.l

19S4· 1'}53

1955· 1958

1Y59· 1961

1%2· 1968

1968 ·1974

197~ ·1975

1975 - 1978

1978- 1984

1984- 1981

1987· 1993

1993· 1996

1996
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The patriarch haJ given the Salesiaus
the Parish of Valpo i and the gove rn­
me nt, the runni ng o f the rcc hnic a l
school. f r. Beru and h. Mora wen: sent
to vatpoi. centre of the district ofSatan.
taking with them the carpente rs and
future mechanics.

while.Msgr Scudcri was ,""w"i ng hard
at finding a plot. 10 establish the insu­
tution permane ntly, Providence was al ­
ways pointing to the land in which he
had been residing since he set foot in
Goa. After much difficult y - ...core... o f
visits to the Municipal author ities 10

cancel the roa d sc he d u le d to c u t
through the property according to the
city plan . hours spent in convi nci ng
people who wen: changi ng their mind s
overn ight - (In Augu..t S, 194H. the deed
was signed with Mcsscrs. Camotoa. the
land ow ners and hardware merchants.

Th e land. 44 .000 square meters wa s
bought a t Rs 101- per square meter.
Mo re than half the amount was paid
on signing tlw co ntract with the money
that had been g iven by the Portuguese
gcv e rnmcn r for the deve lopment of
Salestan wor k in Goa. The Patriarch
donated a sum of more then Rs. Jo.ono.
collected during till.' fesu vities for the
Silver Jubilee of his episcopate. The
Commis..ion in cha rge want ed In erec t
a monument in his bonour which he
obj ec ted . "Instead. he said . give it to
the Salc sians for a Te chnical school".
The schoo l ""as eventually built by Fr.
Carrc no in 1955.

The balance amo unt to be paid fur the
land was in grea t part paid by a drive
organi zed with Fr. Ravalico in charge .
Fr. Dc n n ts D ua rte pa id t he last
Rs. 75,Ono wnen he was made Rector,
by sellin g a propert y Fr. Scuderi had
acquired in Ca lang ute all,ng. the main

3.1 Hlslllr) of IlIe lnsutuuens

acces ... to the famed Celangute Beach.

A:. soo n as the land was bought. one
of the o ld buildings e xist ing inside .
wh ich stood where the mai n entran ce
10 the ins titution is at present. was ut i­
lised as a printing press with a cou,
plc of o ld machines and types which
had been d iscarded by other presses
in town. So fa r o ur publicat ions con­
sisted of one mont hly magazine 'Ora­
torio Sa lesiano' and a wee k ly in
Konkani. 'Aitarachem \ hclwl' " The
pre:<.s also accepted wo rk from out ­

side . Good patrons were the army, the
police and navy which needed form s
in plenty. Also \'ery active was the
bind ing department. Fr. Zo la wa s in
charge of the press. using his rare in­
venuveness and skill. In 1949-50. he
underwe nt tra ining at Co lic Do n
He-eo fo r one yea r. A Spanish cleric,
Jo..e ph Arminana , helped him. Th e
sa me building . se rve d a s "L ar "
(home] for students who freq uented
the loca lli("('o and co uld not adap t to

the time tab le o f the boa rdi ng . In
ch arge were so me diocesan priest s
lent to the Salesians by the Patriarch .
Succe..civety. Fr. Carminio Rcd rigues.
Fr. Antonio De Souza and last Fr. De
M cllo ran the hou...cefficient ly till the
late li fties.

Later, Bro. Consumtius Po took ove r
and later continued the work of the
press when it found its place in the
new shed. built by Fr. CiIITCno. Th e
Don Bosco press ca me into the pos -

The Shrine ofOllr Lady (If
Fatima; the old residence
(a/)(lI"e' and toverleafi
cm aerial \'ieu"of the complex.

session of two new and precious ma­
chines: o ne 'ltaltype for compositio n
and an original 'Hide fbcrg' for printing.

Fr. Carreno primed two of his hoo ks:
GOlI in a Mirror and a book on the
Shroud. by utilizing these machines. In
1952, Fr. :-.toja who remai ned in cha rge

afte r Fr. Seuderi left and be fore Fr.
Carreno arr ived. bro ught five carpe n­
try machines which were set up in the
old building of the Assistencia. In
charge wa... one of the first carpe nters
Alfredo Martins till he left for Portu­
ga l in 1962.

T he II III/r ofSt. Francis was being run
on the ' Er ui ssc ra de Goa ' (today's
A.t .R.) by Fr. :-OkG linchey wit h a re li­
giou s programme nam ed "Hora
Catolica", His work was much uppre­
ciatcd . It was later carried on by Fr.
Alfred Mariona.

In 1950. Fr. :-Oloja had . bought person­
ally in Milan a Rosa.Comena cement
block mak ing machine. which for years
was a source of income for the house.
Th e publ ic and especially the military
were the major buyers . The workshop
wa s built with tho se block s. It should
be' re membered that the works hop was
built twice. o nce in 1954 ·55 and again
in 1961.

The second time all the wo rk of dis­
mantling . ren ovarin g, bui lding the
wall ... and roofing acc ording to the new
plan . was done with a few masons, lo­
cal coo lies and the workshop boys. The
expenses ofthi ... wor k were subsidised
by the Go vemmeru. .... ho paid 50Cl. By
ca lculating.the expenses. government
rates at hand, in practi ce a full l OO,}
was reco vered .

All those yea rs the Port uguese primary
school th rived with a new qualified
staff o f tea chers under the direction o f

105



Fr. Lobe. Every year the boys of the
third and fourth classes (Primeir oGrau
& Segundo Gnm) were sent for public
exams and returne d with IOO'k results.
In the yea rs when the house was at­
tach ed to the Portuguese pro vince .
Brazilian Bra. Terra and one Portu­
guese Bra. Basilio were teachers. When
India took ove r the territory. the Portu ­
guese school had to be closed down.

The Engli sh school went through dif­
ferent vicissitudes before it was finally
recognized .

During the period. from 1959 to GOO'li
liberation. December 196 1. plans were
made for a total utilization of the land
co mprising Port uguese and Engl ish
schools. an oratory and a public church,
boarding, workshops. and the residence
of the Salcsians. Wor k was started im­
medi ately with workshops but it had
to be stopped abruptly beca use of the
cha nge of government. and the anti­
Port ugue se men ta lit y o f so me
Sales ians.

The bui lding in wh ich the Salcsians
were staying belong ed to the
'A ssistencia aos lndigentes e Infamia
Iresvat ida", It comprised three o ld
buildings and about 6000 square me­
ters surrounding the build ings. All this
formed an e nclave on the land that was
now the property ofthe Sale sians. How
to eliminate this inconven ience became
th e most pr es sin g problem of the
Salesian com munity.

It was finall y pro pos ed to give the
A.I'.I' i.l'fellcia a n equal area. at the e nd of
the land they had j ust purchased and
the Sa lesians would build for them a
house capable of ho lding the average
number of people they were sheltering.
Th e proposal was accep ted and the
house was built eventually during the
rectorship of Fr. Carreno and under the
supervision of Fr. Mcja and inaugu­
rated on Augu st 15. 1953.

In 1949. a long building of seven spa­
c ious roo ms were built for the Portu­
guese school and Oratory. The chapel
in honour of Our Lady of Farima (the
present Orato ry half ca me next in
1950.

The English schoo l too was moved
from the rented build ing in tow n 10 the
Assistmciu buildings. as soon as the o ld
people and the children were shifted 10

the new build ing. The official deed of
the exc hange of the two plor-, were
signed three yea rs late r.

During the rectorship of Fr. Carreno.
the board ing had 300 boys. most of
them unpaying. He also opened a sec­
tion for aspirants (in the building where
at present the kitchen of the house func­
tions). Of those that remained as a~­

pirants ninety pe rcent eventu ally left
a fte r thei r SSLC. But a fe w we nt
through. Fr. Rom ulo. Fr. Byron. Fr.
Thomas. Fr. Chrysologus. Fr. Albano
(Assarm be long 10 this period .

The formal handing over of the prop­
erty 10 the Sulesians was done through
a de ed sig ned on August 29. 1966 .
when Fr. De rmis Duarte was the Rec­
tor of Panj im in 1968 .

Fr. Joseph Casu followed Fr. Den is and
during his rectorshi p in 1970 the Shrine
of Our Lady of Fatima was built by
architect Mr. Ratm o D'SOU1<1through
the fin a nci a l he lp of Fr. A ureliu s
Maschio . It was blessed by Bishop
Piedade de Rebello. Apostolic Admin­
i-arato r of Goa. Daman & Diu. Thi s
was an idea of Fr. Scudcri a nd he will­
ing acce pted the invitation to anend the
ina ugu ral func tion in 19 72 . Huge
crowds thronged to meet this pioneer
of Salesian Gee.

The Don Bosc o Technical School with
its carpentry workshop and printing
section. OI11'e housed on these premises.
were shifted to Fator du in 197 1 - the
silver j ubile e year of the arrival of
the Sales ians in Goa.

It is reported that du ring the period
1970 - 197-1 . the orato ry at Panj im was

at its best. The playgrounds were full
of you th and there was a hea lthy mix
of sports. ga mes . fun and spirituality .
A few yea rs later Fr. Edward D'Souza
who was in charge. left for the mis­
sions of Assa m.

Fr. Albano D'Mello in 1970. toge the r
with the past pup ils. some who were
already teaching in the school. dec ided
to open a night school. The Director
of Education. Mr. D'Cruz. fully sup­
ported the ve nt ure a nd he himself
joi ned the staff Later. in J une 1986.
the night school obtained permission
10 begin a Higher Secondary section.

In 1973. the "Goa Salesian Soc iety" be­
cume u Registered Charitable Trust.

Plans for a hoste l. for college-going
boys, a much needed faci lity for those
from Ihe remote villages of Goa. who
wanted to pursue a higher ed ucation
in Panjim . were passed by Fr. Casn.
This build ing was made possible due
to a gene rous donation by a benefac­
to r and was inaugurated by Fr. Denn is
Duarte. the first provinci al of Bombay
in Janua ry. 1976.

In conclusion. il is noteworth y 10 men­
tion that the history of the institute at
Punjim has all the typical ex pressions
of the Sa lesi:m charism - a school.
trade school. nig ht school. ju nior col­
lege. oratory. boarding house. social
co mmunications. uspiranrete and youth
cma rgiuatio n.

Presently. the Don Bosco High School .
Panjim is distingui shed for its excel­
lence . In its ca mpus it also houses the
apostolic boys who a re probab le
vocations for the future of Goa.
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sided there .

Thereafter, the Sulesians took greater
ca re , retained ownership of the gifted
plot throughout and thei r act ivit ies
we re confi ned mainly to Sunday
masses and welfare apos tolate for the
handful of faithfu l Cat holics around

" "......,. OJxel and Kakra.

As a result betweenthe years 1985 and
1995. a deadl y battle for the recovery
of their righ ts to the Odxet plateau en­
sued betwee n the mundkar, Narayan
Burette and the Satesia ns. Bro . Prancis
Mascarcnha s wa s put in-cha rge of
Od xel and took up residence in the
cottage in 1987. He tried to start a small
non -form al tec hnical section. But
above all he struggled hard to safeguard
the propeny rrcr nthose who wished to
regai n their rights to the land. Bro.
Anthony Rocha who followed him in
1994 did his best to gain the people's
trust in the Sulesians. Finally a settle­
ment was arriv ed at in the year 1995.

Presently, a retreat centre is in the proc·
ess of con struction . Hostel faci lities
100. will soon be offered.

Beo. Constarnius Po
tried between 1973
and 1977 10 revive
the place but died in
the mids t of his ef­
for ts. In 1978 the
Villa was built and

""'::...~__"..L_J completed and used

for youth apostolate and youth camps.
After Bro. Consrantius's death no one
part icu lar Sulesian was put in charge
of Odxe l. The pries ts of the com mu­
nity took turns to look after the spir­
itual needs of the peop le at Odxel.

Meanwhile , onc Mr. Naik, who had
bee n exiled by the Portuguese for po­
litical reason s, returned to Goa with a
load of ideas gathered in Russia and
Eastern Euro pean co untries and the
Congo in Africa. He built himself a
100e nest in one of the houses near the
chapel, helped by an acco mmodat ing
woma n of the place and then the trou­
ble bega n about possession of the prop­
erty. Narayan Baretto who had never
been a comfortable ne ighbour, was
used b)' Naik as a front figure to cause
as much trouble as possible .

In 19~8 . Msgr. B. Martins. one of the
priest-brothers of an eminent family
of Martins of Taleiguo. dona ted a 20
acre plot at Odxel to Msgr. Scuderi.
Rector of Panjim. 11 was 10 beused for
pastoral purposes. mainly for the re­
co nversion of 300 kunbhis (revertidosi
who had left the
faith for Hinduism
and lived along the
banks of the Zuari.
from Don a Paula 10
xtarcaim and be­
yond . The y still re­
ta ined ca tho lic
names and rever ­
creed the cross. hut
for the rest they had returned to their
earlier beliefs.

For sometime Mass was celebrated (x:­
casiona lly in the chapel on Sundays by
a priest from Panjim. It was used as a
pi cn ic spot for the boarde rs and
con fre rcs of Panj im During May,
batches of J2· 15oratory boys spent ten
or twelve days there assisted by Fr.
Moja. On the vite where the house now
exists the re was a lar ge hu t wh ich
served as a Jonmtory. Fr. ~Ioja alst)
visited the place once a week t we dnes­
days) to keep an eye on the prope rty.

In 1954. Fr. Henry Rernery, a French
Salevian took up residence there and
with the he lp o f a ca techis r. a ~1r

Rosano from Kakeri. Belgaum began
(0 give life to the place . He resha ped
the old dormitory, di viding it into four
parts with half walls: a cha pel. living
room. kitchen-dining room and sleep­
ing room. and toilets. The place was
occupied for a couple of yea rs by IWO

Little Sisters of Foucauld. They even­
tually left. Fr. Remery then demoli shed
the place and laid the foundation for
the house and brought it up to the first
floor height h was built with chosen
laterite CUI stone and with great care of
detail. Fr. Remery was an old war dare­
devil capta in full of knowledge and
savoirfaire. He too eventually left be­
ca use of conflict of ideas with the Rec­
tor of Panjim. Fr. Lobo continued 10

say Ma!>s on Sundays there . On Lib ­
crution day, the Indian Navy battered
the place ruining more tha n sixty eo­
conur palms. No one was there to stop
them at tha t time. since no Sa lesian re-

'''''
1973 -19TI

1987- 199-1

1994-19'J5

1995- 1996

'996·

/.'STABI./S HE/)
1987

odxel
1948
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On August 22. 1948. the par ish of Our
Lady of Dolours with the new ly built
school was entru sted to the Salesians
of Don Bosco who had ju st established
themselves near King's Ci rcle. a little
more than a kilometre away. Thi s was
the first parish run by the Salesians in
the Archdiocese. Fr. Edward Rego was
appoint ed the fi rst Sa les lan parish
pr iest and pr incipa l of SI. Joseph's
School. li e was a dynam ic priest who
was not only responsible for develop­
ing the church properties but also for
acquiring new lands and developing
them with residentia l build ings. He re­
built St.Jose ph's School and raised it
10 the leve l of a high school in 1955.
He furthe r helped the Wadala villagers
co-operative housin g society to gel
plots of land from the Bombay Munici­
pal Corporation for the co nstruction of
houses. Fr. Rego was assis ted by Fr.
Sprall and Fr. Eleutherius Pernandes.

In 1960 Fr. Femande s became parish
priest and was ass isted by Fr. Francis
Perez and Fr. Joseph Vaz . They had the
unpleusunt rask of dealing with the fury
of angry clients of Fr. Rego who were
unsatisfied by the housing scheme. To
make matters worse. Fr. Rego. who left

Pr.watrer D'Scuaa and Fr.Avetlno
Rebc:lJo.

On March [2. 194 1 the parish of Our
Lady of Dolours. Wadala was carved
out from the parish of Our Lady of Sal­
vatio n. Dadar and given in­
dependent status . Th e firs t
pa ri sh prie st o f th e new
chu rc h was Fr.A ugusto
Fema ndes. a ma n of great
fo resight. li e not on ly suc­
cess fully com plete d the
church but a lso got plots of
land for the parish ione rs. KOI

all Cat holics accepted the of-
fe r to reside in these plot s
since many conside red the
place unhygienic . <Today
these plots form the so-called
Catholic Colony.)

Fr. Augu sto con tinu ed hi s
work of clearing the place for
a churc h and a sc hool. He
built a school dedicated 10 St.
Joseph and procured the rec­
ognition from the municipal ­
ity for an aided English me­
d ium primary sc hoo l. Fr.
Augu sto wa s followed by

Once upon a time there was a little
chapel that catered to the needs of the
few Catholics of Wadala. Govan.
Nuig uurn, Matu nga , A nto p H ill.
Dadar, Sewri . Customs and BPT Quar­
ters. This chapel was const rue- led in
1853 by Fr. J. Braz Pem andes.
Vicar of Safvacao Church (Our Lady
of Salvation Church ). Dudar.

This chapel was dedica ted 10 Nossa
Senhora da s Dolores (Our Lady of
Dolours). Graduall y. with the increase
in the number of parishio ners and their
spiritual needs. the chapel was found
inadequate . In 193b it was demolished
and in if s place a church was erected
out of the proceeds of the propert ies,
bequeathed by Fr. J.Braz Fernundes to
the Sa lvation Church and pa rt ly
financed by some of the parishioners.

The corner stone of the present church
was laid on Nove mber I. 1936. and the
church was blessed on October 17.
1937. by Msgr. Charles Ghczzl. S. 1..
Administrator Apostolic of the Arch­
diocese of Bombay. The first mass in
the newl y built church was offered by
him with se vera l priests (incl udi ng
former chaplains) concelebnni ng.

ISlJ
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abruptly, took up temporary residence
in Do n Bosco.Matunga. His presence ,
well within the reach of some uncouth
characters. turned the hot breath of fury
o n the new staff who had 10 make a
frantic search for documents that were
not prope rly maintained . It was Don
Bosco. Matun ga. that finally came to
the rescue of the parish and helped Fr.
Femandes tide over the cri sis. Towards
the end of 1961. Fr. ~1athew Th alanan y
and Fr. v ictor D'Scuza were the new
assistant .". It was during his tenure that
some of the pari shi on ers we re be­
stowed with papal awards.

Fr.Victor O'SOUla unde r the guidance
of Fr. Fcmandes made strenuous efforts
to develop part of the land into resi ­
den tin! buildings at Antop Hill. He also
ex tende d the sc hoo l bu ilding to it s
present form.

Whi le Fr. Mathew Thalanany was as­
sistant at Our Lady of Dolours Church.
he took keen interest in attend ing to the
pastoral needs of the migrant Tamil
Catho lics o f the area around Aruop
Hil l. He developed a night study cen­
tre . a free d ispe nsary and a non-formal
trade centre amidst the slums of Antop
Hill. He was also the zealous chaplain
of the Acworth Leprosy Hospital .

Later, in 19H I, in this area the church
of SI. Dominic Sa vio was formed. It
was carved o ut o f the mother pari sh.
Our Lady of Dol our" 10e nable a bet­
ter growth and part ic ipat ion of the
Catho lics living in Wadala East.

3,1 Mtstllry .lllIe Insllttltl.1tS

In 1985. the co mmunity of Sale sians
at Ou r Lady of Dol ours Church was
given canonical status and Fr. Olivio
Miranda was the first Rector-Parish
Priest. Till thi s day he is re membered
for his pas toral concern for the needy.
Fr. Dcnms Duane followed Fr. Olivio.
He too k steps 10 improve the liturgical
celebrations at the e ucharistic services.
He e nco uraged the partici pa tion of
girls at the altar - an al"ant ga rde ini­
nat ive since the permission for gir ls to
serve at the altar was yet to be given
by the archd iocese of Bombay.

~Ieanwhile the year s had taken their
toll on the structure of the church. Thi s
was the co nce rn of va rio us parish
priests but for man y reasons nothing
co uld be done and it was left umu-

tended . When Fr.Boni D'Souza
roo k over the pa rish in June
1993. he rea lised the grav ity of
the situation, and his firs t task
was to meet the urgen t need of
repai rs. The work started in ear­
nest o nly o n January 27. 1994 ,
and was completed in 1996.

As one enters the Chu rch one
cannot fai l to notice the cent re
piece , which is a statue of Our
Lady of Dolours - the Pieta, as
it is generally describe d . Th e
present statue was the third in
the series, and installed in 1963.
Thi s stat ue wa s a g ift from
Mrs.An nie Theresa Barretto.
and he r fami ly. in lo vin g
memory of her late husband ~Ir.

David Sebastian Bareno . a grea t soc ial
worker in whose name the road along­
side the church sta nds as a memorial.

Wadala which was once a wilde rness
with nothing more than a few villages
amids t marshy fie lds and sa lt pan s,
whe re urba ni s ati o n ha d no t even
remotely touched its face, is now a bee­
hive of act ivity. The Church has played
a major role in educa ting and develop­
ing the area - a great leap forward for
what was o nce a wayside chapel.

The churc h (previous page), the school
((lhm'e) and a \ 'ie l1'of the p layground
with Al1fop Hill 011 the horizon.
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The Na :.ir Bungalow - lht' first home
of the Salesians at u lnar/a.

Hindus. With child like faith, Fr. xt auro
strewed some medals and came away
with great expectancy.

Unfortunately, the provincial council
of the pro..-ince of South India did not
favou r his idea : so. in a letter. he ap­
pealed direc tly 10 the provincial. Fr.
Arch imedcs Pianazzi. He invited him
to come and see for himself the ItX"<I­

tion which many considered far too re­
mote from civilizati on. Fr. Pinnazai
came and approved of the plan. The
very nex t day Fr. Glacometlo. the ad­
rninistraror, sent two teachers with Rs.
10.(0} a<; earnest mone y. Fr. Rubio got
down to work on the legal formalities
of the plot and . with the onset of the
monsoons, a deal was struck by Fr.
Mauro on ~Ia~' 2-1. 1957. The plot of
13 acre s was purchased at Rs.50,OOO.
Two more acres would be added later
(where the dhobi could do his wash­
ing in the summer months and the boys
could have their baths in the 'open air '
in case there was <I shortage of water
in the build ing in the summer).

Work begun quickly. In June 196 2 <l p­
proval for Srd. VIIIand IX was granted
but the house was not ready. A wea lthy
Parsec of Lcnavla Mr. D.e. Nazir hav­
ing hea rd of the need of the Salesians.
offe red them the use of one of his bun­
galows to house the fledgling commu­
nity. (To date the Sulesians of Bombay
owe a depth of gratitude to him and
his daughter Najoo Nazir .)

O n April 30, 1962, Fr . Hu be rt
D'Roxario. lr. Eliseus Blanch! and Fr.
Rubio took possession of the Nazir
Bungalow. They spent the day unload-

The Salesian province of SO Ulh India
needed a place for an aspirantcte for
boy.. from the Bombay and Goa re­
gions . Not many parents were willing
to make the sacri fice of sendi ng their
children do.....n to 'far away' and 'un­
heard of Tirupauur. It was Fr. Mauro
Casaroni . Rect or of Don Bosco.
Matungu. in 1957 who first sensed this
re luctance and understood the pr oblem.
He therefore floated the idea of having
a separate uspimntnre for the Bombay­
Goa reg ion so <IS to encourage many
more youngsters to jo in. The place he
had in mind was l.onavla.

Lonavla in the early 60's was not very
famous. It w as ju...t a sleepy little rail­
.....ay tow n that w as peopled with the
employee... of the Tata Electric Com ­
pany and the ci..-ilemployees of the INS
Shivaji . Besides. it was gradually be­
coming a ' Pensioners' Paradise' . Just
ten years after indepe ndence Khandata
was st ill the fresh hill stat ion of the
British. In fact, St. Mary'c villa W<lS
bought by the Jesuits from the nascen t
Indian Government. It originally be­
longed to the British ga rriso n that was
stationed in the fool hills of the west­
ern Ghats.

In the summer of 1957. Fr. Mauro ' .....ho
was up at R.e. Church. Khandala. for
a visit). went across to SI. Mary's Villa
where Fr. Ribot . the princi pal of SI.
Mary' s High School. Mazagaon. was
holidaying. and in the course of the
co nve rsati o n he me nt io ned the
urgency of finding <I place in this re­
grou.

Fr. Ribot told him that there was <I villa
al Lonavla. a mile or so do ..... n the road
towards Poe na. on a little mound . at a
place ca lled "I oongarlee'. On seeing
the mound Fr. Mauro was thrilled. He
co uld tell the supe-
riors that they cou ld
use the place. It had
a bunga lo w on it
whic h was beyond •rep ai r a nd W<lS
practi call y aban-
doned except for a ~~.

careta ker. In th e
past . t he wo od ed
mound was a SOil of
a burial place for
the rem ains of the

1991-1991

,""

RECTORS

FR.JOSEPH Ml'RPHY 1962·1961

f .•t CASAROITI OU~r: TO DEC.)I964

FR.A.\THO!\1' ALESSI 1965- 1968

FR. OUVIO~{JRA.""'DA 196&-1974

FR.TO~Y D'SOl.J1A 1974-1975

FR.10SEPH CASn 1915·1978

FR.V~CENT VAZ 1978·1981

FR.LODDYPIRES 1981 -1982

FR.AMARILDES SIGMARlNGA 1982-19115

FR . ROMl!LO~ORONHA 1985-1991

1962
lonavla

CANON/CAJ.LY ERECTED
/962

ESTABUSIIED
/962

SER I'/CES:
Asptramate

Apostolic School
Pre-novitiate (till / 995)

Ju nior Cotlege (co-education)

DON BOSCO APOSTOUC
SCUOOL

F'R- RO:-.i ALD MF..'liEZES

FR. FRA.xctsKHARJIA
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The fi rsr stage of the apostolic school
and boarding: [above] Fr. D'Rosario

assisted by Fr. Bianchi blesses the
Noiir BIIIlKaIOll:

In 1975. the Government of India de­
cided to nation alise education. Fearing

by the parish priest. Fr. Pat ric k
Gonsalves. Everyone was amazed to
see youngsters play silver musical in­
struments in such harmo ny. It was dur­
ing Fr. Patrick's term as pari sh priest
that the first local vocat ion sprouted (in
120 years of the pari sh's existence). UI ­
lie did he realize tha t he wou ld spend
his twili ght years with the Salesians.

Th e tradi tion of using the house for the
retreat s of the province dates back to
1964 . By June L that year. there were
92 boy s; school reopened o n June 8.

In 1965, Fr. Casaroni was appointed
Provincial of the Ca lcutta Prov ince. but
he did not leav-e without starting a new
initiative for Lonavla. viz. the propa­
ganda office in order to financially sup­
po rt the uspi rantate .

Fr. Antonio Alessi was appointed to
take his place. Meanwhile. the candi­
dates volent,..eering to join the apirantate
were increasing. In 1966 there was al­
ready need of five assistants to look
after more than two hundred and forty
boys . He nce wi th the he lp o f Fr.
Maschio.. Fr. Alessi began the second
phase of construc tion in 1967 .

In 1969. the time had finally come to
hand ove r the leadership of this pre­
mier inst itution 10 a Sale sian of Indian
origin. Fr. Olivio Mi randa . after hav­
ing completed his stud ies in Rome. was
appointed Rector. That same year the
new chape l wa s ble ssed by Bishop
Wiltiam Go mes.

tion work at Tungarli
had started and every
now and aga in the
boy s would go there
fo r wa lks wi th Fr.
Murphy to wa tch the
progress of the con­
struc tion work.

The tow n of Lon avl a was getti ng ac­
customed 10 see ing the Salesian s.They
were called "The fathe rs o n the hill out­
side Lonavla." On the feast o f Chris t
the King. the schoo l band was invited

Meanwhile the hunt
was o n for more lo­
cal voca tio ns . F r.
Joseph Mu rphy and
Fr. Jos Menezes went
with film-strips and a
tape recorder to the
d ifferent parishes of
Bassei n showing the
life of Don Bosco
and in viting yo ung
men to join.

On March 19.1964.
the new bui lding was inaugurated and
the Apostolic School was shifted 10 the
new' prem ises. Th e new scho las tic year
brought a real re shuf fle amo ng the
Salesians , Fr. M urphy a nd Fr. Jos
Menezes to geth er with Fr. Joe
Dhyrianathan moved off. maki ng way
for the visionary Fr. Mauro Casaroni
who cam e back 10 become Rector, He
had sow n the seeds and no w he was
here 10 reOl p the first fruits. Fr. Cajetan
Lobo joined the staff as prin cipa l and
Fr. P.1. Jaco b joined as the bursar; The
latter would see the bui ldin g right into
the end of its second phase . Fr. K.C.
Jacob came as the pre fect o f studies and
Bro . Joc Rodtigues jo ined as another
assistant. Th is was the new team.

ing the lorry which had accompanied
them from Bo mbay. The follo wing af­
tcrnoon Fr. D' Rosario blessed a picture
of the Sacred Heart j ust before he left
for Bo mbay.

Fr. John Med . the newly appointed Pro­
vincial paid his fiN visit 10 Lonavla
on May 6. 1962. He approved of the
arrange me nts an d di sc ussed the ut­

gc ucy of co nstruc ting temporary tot­
lets and bathroom s before the schoo l
year began .

Fr. Joseph Murphy. Lonavla's fiN rec­
tor arrived in Lcnavla on June 15.1962
a nd he led the first co mmunity: Fr.
Elis eus Bianchi was prefect Fr. Joc
Dhyrianat hun. headmaster and pre fect
of stud ies; Bro. Jo hn Samala and
Bro. ~1. O. ~ta thew were ass istants.
Fr. Joseph Meneze-,was confesso r.

June 28. 196 2. was another red letter
day: Don Bosco. Lonnvlu, o fficially
comme nced its first acade mic , _

year. The schoo l began with 3 1
stude nts. 10 from Bombay. .a
from Goa . 7 from Ernakulam...
and with the arrival of so me
more students from Kcrula the
two ap pro ved c lasses sta rted
with 14 students in Std.V III and
17 stude nts in Std. IX. Pr.Jo s
Menezes was another welco me
addition to the staff. Everything
took place under one roof ar the

Nazi r Bun galo w. Th e co nstrue- "~_~~~=_~~~~_~~"'~=__"''''' wl..._~_~_~-L!
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that this would mean the impos ition of
curbs on the aspi ranrare. a separate
schoo l block was set up during the Rec­
torship of Fr. Ton y D'Sou za. It was
co mpleted when Fr. Joscph Cast i was
appointed Rec tor. foll owing the ap­
pointment of Fr. Tony as Vice Provin­
cial. At this time the o ld SSC was re­
placed by the new 10+2 sys tem and the
Junior College (+2) was also added. It
was the first of its kind in the province
- and a co-education co llege at that!

Fr. Vincen t vaz succeeded Fr. Casu in
1978 and guided the community with
mathematical preci sion and Sulcsian
dedication for a three year term. Fr.
Lodd y Pires was the next Rector but
within three years was appointed Vice­
Provincial of the province and .... em on
10 becom e th e Provin ci a l. Fr .
Sigmaringa ca me ne xt and ende ared
himself 10 the hoy s in his own affahle
wa y. Fr. Romul o followed FT.

Sigmun nga and served a full six-yea r
term . He organized the silver jubilee
celebrations of Lonavla in 1987. lie
also took up for consideration a request
for beginning classes V to VII in the
schoo l.

Following the deci sion of the Provin­
cial Chapter. the Apostoli c Schoo l and
th e As pirantate whic h orignall y
formed one unit in the same building,
formed separate units in June 1987.

It was only in 1991 that one of the 'sons'
of the inst itution was found worthy to
heits Rector in the person of Fr. Ronnie
Menezcs. It was tinder his leadership
that a decision was taken to ope n a pri­
mary section as well (for day scholars ).

Then . in 1995 . after the deliberation s
at the Provinci al Chapter. the pre-no­
vitiate course was shifted from Lonavla
10Kudal and the PNC was made an in­
dependent year of formation.

BiJhop IViIl.\'Games consecra tes the
altar ofthe chapel, assisted b\'Frs.

. . Giacometto (left! and Dellnis
At this Juncture. spec ial mennon must
be made of two Sa lesians who had
played a major role in shap ing and in­
«piring many a Sa lesian in the pnw ­
ince today: Fr. Cajetan Lobo. affection­
ately ca lled "J immu". who wor ked
mainly as confessor from 19(H to 1977
and from 19X7 ti ll his death in l992 - a
total of 18 years.Then there was Bro.
P. M. Thom as, who served in various
ca paci ties rpracticaltrainee. prefect of
studies. Principal) for 15 years .

Our pro vince owe s ,Idebt of gratit ude
to them and to many other confrcrcs .
To date. Louavla has given to the prov­
ince appro ximately two thirds of its to­
tal Sale ..ian population. flo w true is the
prophecy of Pius XI. and how applica­
ble to the provin ce of Bom bay: "Ind ia,
thy own sons will min ister 111110 thee .'

•

---
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ESTABUSHED
1962

CANONICA LLY ERECTliV
1973

Gradua lly. fou r pumping stations with
diesel motors were set up along a river
that runs from east to west in the prop­
erty. In 1%7 several acres were cov­
ered with suga r ca ne. With the same
labourers impo rted from the Belgaum
area. all the ca ne was turned into
jaggery with some profi t.

Goa had built its ow n sugar factory ar
Tiska so the area covered with sugar
cane was increased . The crop of 1976­
77 ( 50 acres) yielded more than 35<XJ
tons. During the dry months extensive
cultivation of cabbage s and othe r veg­
etable s were do ne. Sulcomu wa s
known and welco med in the marke t be­
cause it offe red vegetables at a COOl­

pennve rate . People also learnt that .
when Fr. Venia was aro und they could
gel all for next 10 nothing.

Fr. Dabove resided in Sulcoma from
the end of Novem ber 196710 May-end
1968. He was suppose d to take ever,

bUI il was
clear that he
never fell at
home there.
During hi s
s ho rt s tay
Fr. Dcbove
wit h mus­
st v e hel p
from Fr.
Maschio set
up a bi g
st ruc t u re
fo r store
rooms. He
al so ac -
quired a

la rge q uantity o f piping of d ifferent
sizes which were used later for an in­
tensive irrigation net . He also bou ght
a small ge nerator to light up the house.

built o f iro n tr usses brought from
Panjim. Th is shed. eq uipped with a
welding set. lathe. d rill and hack saw
W3-\ run by Bro. Calderelli . A lso houses
for the workers. a chape l (1970) and a
Primary school for the children of the
workers was set up .

Before the chape l was built. one room
was used as a chapel and the people
heard Mass on Su ndays. sitt ing in the
veranda and following the actio n of the
pries t through un open window.

The first 'char d wuh a shl/d:.
(in the background] for a home.

In 1% 7. a reside nce and a store roo m
were built This W3-\ followed by a shed

On Janu ary I. 1966 . Bro . Lud vik
Za bre t arrived with a group of work­
ers from Sagayathottam {Tamil Nadu j
and took over all works of agricul ture.
A second hand shovel on caterp illa r
tracks and tipper trucks were brou ght.

S ince Sulcorn a receives plen ty of
rains. it was Bro. Ludvi k Za bret who
made the best (If the natural resources
by working hard 10 lay the pipe s from
the mountains 10 channelthe water to
the fields and for basic nece ssities.

Fr. Moja was sent there by Fr. John
~l ed . the Pro -
vincial of ~l a ­

dras.He arrived
on there on Oc­
tober 20. 1962.
He built a shack
an d began
cl ea r ing t he
jungle aro und
a nd expe rt ­
men ted cultiva­
li on here and
there to a small
scale. Wher ­
ever wild
shrubs were
cle a red t rees
and cash seeds were planted . About
20.000 seeds were planted during the
first four or five years. In a fairly le vel
plot near the shac k 300 coconut trees
were planted. A little later guava trees
and chickoo trees were added in hun­
dred s. These were sent by Fr. Dabove
who was the provincial economer. Fr.
Theod ore Ho fTman came to keep Fr.
Moja compa ny till June 1966 .

Th e land of Sulcoma was donated 10
Msgr. Vincent Scudc ri representing the
Sa les ia n So ci et y in Goa by Mr.
Umberto Mascarenbas o f Margao. The
deed is dated September 8. 1 9~8 . The
land consisted of five adj acent plots.

From that da le until 1962. nothing was
done the re . Fr. ~loja began visiting the
place from Panj im once or twice a year
from 1952. One man who had been rec­
ommen ded to us by the donor co min­
ued to look after the place . But soo n it
was d isco vered that he was after his
own interests and not of the Salc sians.

1913-1917

1977-1981

1981 -[987

1987· 1990

1990- 1993

1(9).lm

19lM- 1991

19'17-

''''

1962

SERVICES:
Farm

Selloot
Workshop

Mass Centre
Boarding

Chaplaincies
Dispensary

Creche

DONATED TO THE
SALESIAl'iS

IU8

sulcom a

ARCHf)fOCESE OF
GOA · DAMAN

DON BOSCO AGRO-ED
COMPl.fiX

I~ CHARGE

FR.JOSmi ~lOJA

RECTORS

FR. lOSEPHMOJA

FROLNIO~tIRAl'DA

FR.AR10STO COELHO

FR.MICHAEL MASCAREN HAS

FR LA\\Th"KEO'SOUZA

FRED\\l'1: D'SOU'lA.

FR. MAnuAS D'CUSHA

FR. Ll'CAS ~IE."'DO:-';CA
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TIlt, chapel and the CCl/IW' U'(/ .\' (bdOlI")

In 1970. a causeway over the river was
built to make transit easie r for our
transports. Somebody prophesied that
it would las t only till the next
monsoon . iI is still there after 28 years.

Fr. ~foja was in Su fcoma from Octo­
ber 1962 to June 1977, fifteen years.
Before leaving he built a house for
abou t 40 boarders. with just the essen­
tials: dormitory, refectory, kitchen and
bath rooms. Also on another loc ation.
a house for three or four sisters and
roo ms for a dispensary and first aid
wer bui lt.

In 1973. the house of Sulcom a had
bee n canonically erec ted and Fr. ~foja

was made Rector.

On July 16. 1977. Fr. Olivio Miranda
was appointed Rector. He started the
Savic Boys' Home. a boarding-cum ­
elementary schoo l fo r poor orphan
boys tupto std . IV). Their pass-certifi­
ca tes we re g ive n offi c ial va lid ity
through application to the Pope Joh n
XXIII High Schoo l of Quepcm. This
boarding was officially inaugurated on
the feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.
July 16. 1977. atlhe hands of f r. Ton y
D'Souza . the Provincial.

On New Year's day 1978. the Soc iety
of the Helpers of Mary inaugu rated
their Convent in the small co nstruc­
tion built by the Sale sians. next to the
Balwadi and Crec he (for workers' chil­
dr en). The y na med th ei r co nve nt
Shubha vihar. They were preferred
as they were dee med capable of being
of assistance 10 the families of work ­
ers and the neighbouring villages.The
Balwadi was e ntrusted to them . Their
activities also included the running
of the Don Bcsco Dispensary. a Mini

Hos pita l a nd a
boarding for g irls.
Sr. Roopa was the
first Superio r.
Some of the fi rst
boa rde rs were
dra w n from th e
poorest inmates of
"Boys ' Town " a t
Quepem - whic h
toda y i s a fu ll­
fledged Board ing­
Schoo l.

Hard ly had wo rk
begun to better the condition of the peo­
ple at Sulcorn a whe n. on August 6.
1978. the ~(LA of the Rivona co nstitu­
ency and his henchmen bega n to cre ­
ate trouble . At first they dug founda­
tions. alleged ly. fo r a temple in the
farm. later they set up brigands and
crimina ls to des troy the wor k and still
later. they fraudulently acqu ired a min­
ing lease in the heart of the farm. Dur­
ing the years that follow ed the cor n­
munuy was e mbroiled in litigation
which subsequenuy delayed all devel­
opmental projects.

Despi te th e harassme nt a nd severe
hard ships the confreres co ntinued to
work for the development of the pco­
ple. On September 12. 1979. the SI.
Joseph Trainin g Institute stalled to of­
fer non -formal training to dropouts and
IKKlr local boys in weld ing. carpe ntry
and motor mechanics.

In July 1977. the Provincial approached
Fr. Moju in Lunavlu and asked him
whether he would accep t to go ()cC,I­

sionally. to Sulcoma to help ou t in the
land con trove rsy that was threatening

to rui n the Sulcs ian wor k there . Fr.
~(oja. much agai nst his liking. accepted
and did go there seve ral urnes. fie even
testified in courtin Quepem . during a
three hou r long session. Event ually.
whe n he realised that his suggestions
were not accepted he gave up.

On June 19. 1981. the Dom inic Savio
Primary Schoo l was finally recognized
by the Directora te of Education as an
English Medium School. Besides. on
August 11. 1986. the S.S.c. BO<l rd ,
Goa. recognized Std. VIII of the Don
Boseo Farm High Schoo l with rerro­
specrive effect for the year 1985-86.
and the Directorate of Education pro­
visionally recogn ized Std. IX for 1986­
87. And finally on Oct ober 20. 1986.
Dr. Gopa l Singh, the Lt. Governor of
Goa. inaugurated the Don Boseo Farm
High Schoo l and initiated the 25th year
of the Sale sian aposrola re in Sulcorna.

In 1990. the Sale sian Sisters took over
from the He lpers of Mary.

Presently. the boa rding is full to capac­
ity. The schoo l has excelled both in
academic and extracurricular activities.
The vision of the present co nfreres is
to reach out to the children of the
school and the fann workers as wel l as
the neighbouring villages in a more ef­
fective way.

As more and more land is coming un­
de r cultivation. the prod uction of the
farm is also increasi ng. In rece nt years,
Suk orna has bee n much in the news
for its experi ment in the prod uction of
bananas through tissue culture which
is showing commendable results.
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S ERVICES:
Tee/lIlical Schoo l

I.T.I,
Oratory

Evening Stud)' Classes

RECTOR."i

FR ~IARIOzocou 1%5·1969

FR.A.\'THO;-;Y AlESSI 1969-1970

FR.JOH~ GIACO~IELLO 1910-1973

FR.JOSEPHMENEZES 1 973- 197~

FR. VICTORD'SQUZA 1914- 1978

FR.Rmll"WSORO~1iA 1978- 198-1

FR. VISCE.\ 'TRASQllSHA 19&4-1987

FR.LOSGI:-.:r SSAZARrni 1987 - 1990

FR. ntmlASBRAGA.\LA 1990-1991

FR.Rmll1LOSOROSHA 1991-19'M

FR. COLBERT DASILVA [994·

3.1 Hlsl, rv ettheIRsttlutllas

Bombay i..the largest industrial city in
Ind ia. Taking cognizance of this fact.
the Sale slan s who had es tabl ished
them selves at Matcn ga since 1928 de­
cided 10 start a technical school as well .
Fr. Masc hio and Fr. Rubin began
searching for a suitable pia" . They
approached the Parish Priest of Dudar.
who showed them a plot of land. They
found the price exorbitant so they de­
cided to meet with His Em inence Car­
d inal Gracias. He suggested that they
meet ~tsgr. Peter Pereira. the parish
priest of Holy Cross Church. Kurla.
Two meetings followed . At the seco nd
discussion. he agreed 10sign a contract
only on being assured that the Salesians
would build a tec hnical school and not
a high school. since he felt that another
school besides his in the area would be
redundant. The sewn acre
1'101 was finally boug ht for
a price of seventee n rupees
~racre.

~ l eanwhik Fr. Masc hio
was in touc h with u cenai n
Or. La wre nce Ne gro . a
ge nerous be nefactor from
Italy. After the dea th of his
brothe r, a Salesian novice
who expi red in Assam. Dr.
Neg ro sold wha t was the
inheritance of his brother
and donated a large part of
the sale for the co nstruc-
tion of the industrial schoo l
which he wanted to be in memory of
his brot her. Furthermore. Dr. Negro
was from the Fiat company und when
Fiat ope ned its branch at Kurla's Pre­
mier Automobiles. he was g lad to have
a place adjace nt to it so that stude nts
as well as the co mpany would rnutu­
ally benefi t from tb- technica l ed uca ­
tion offered.

The foundation stone of the SI. Joscph's
Technical School. was laid by Ilis Emi­
nence Valcriun Cardinal Grucias on
January 30. 1963. A big crowd gath­
ered for the enterta inment which was
presented by Don Bosco High School.
Matunga. His Eminence Valerian Car­
dinal Gracias explained the scope and
purposc of the techn ical school 10 the
audience and thanked the Sale sians for
the building and the training.

The first Sale siun community entered

the house on June 28. 1965 with a
pries t. FT. Umbe rto Coral and tw o
Sulesian Bros.• Ferrer and Eulalio vas.
Aft er abo ut a month Bro. Ke nneth
Sequeirujoined the community. Finally
in August 1965. Fr. Mane Zocchi ur­
rtvcd from Italy to take charge of the
schoo l which started the cou rse with a
full strength of 56 students. Although
in the initial stages there were only I,J
trainees on the rolls, at the close of the
yea r the number rose to 56. The firs t
session of tra ining co mme nce d on
August 27. 1% 5.

It is to the cred it of those first-year stu­
den ts and those who followed. that the
wor kshops were set up. They exte nded
maximum co-operation to the staff and
management in instal ling the lathes and

other mach inery in the variou s work­
shups under the able guidance of Bro.
Eulalio Vas.

In 1968. the fou ndation of the Rad io
a nd T. V. sec t io n wa s al ready in
progress. The person main ly responsi­
ble for its quick systematic build ing
was Fr. Mario Zocchi. In April 1%8.
44 trainees received their diploma'> and
were absorbed in industries as appren­
tices with il steady income.

At the commence ment of the training
in 1965. the Institute conducted on ly
one course for the trade of machinist,
which was a private co urse. Gradually.
as the years went by. other trades such
as elec tric ian. turner. fine r. motor me­
chanics and radio-TV mechanics were
introd uced. The Centra l Government
accorded recogn ition to the trades of
turner and filter in the year 1972. while
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the trade of radio..TV mechanic was ac­
co rded recogni tion by the National
Council for Tra ining in Vocat ion al
Trades afte r a long period of patient
waiting. in 1977.

The orig inal dono r. Dr. Lawrence S e­
gro visited the Institute in 1968 and
praised the work done by the Salesians.
Later in the yea r. Fr. Coral left for Italy
and Bro. Frank Braganza joi ned the
community in December.

In 1969, Fr. Zocchi left for Italy afte r
four yea rs of dedicated work and Fr.
Anton io Alessi took over as the Prin­
c ipal of the school. During his short
term of one year. together with his ad­
rninistrator. Fr. John Samala, he im­
proved the floorin g of the workshop
and was also respon ..ible for the fine
road and playgrou nd. He sta rted the
past pupils unit and an apostolic school
for Ihe Salesian brothers. It wa.. dur ­
ing his time that Bro. Frank Braganza
together with Bro. Eulalio Vas began
the Don Bosco Oratory. He encouraged
all the brothers to ge t C.T.I. tra ining.
Bro. Frank was the first Instructor to
pass his C.T.!. at Calcutta.

Meanwhi le . Bro. Frederick D'Souz a
retu rned from America to start the
electro-mechanic section. which is now

the radio T.V. sec tion. Bro. Francis
Mascarenhas also joined the mach ine
shop and Bro. Pf.George cominued the
auto mech anic section which was for­
merly run by Bro. Alfred Gonsalves
from 1%7-1969. Fr. John Samala took.
over the admi nistration during this pe­
riod.

Fr. John Giacome llo was appointed
Rector in 1970. He ca me fro m Don
Bosco Matu ngu. and was responsible
for the construction of the Motor Me­
chanics and Electro nics section of the
building. He got the school affiliated
to the National Council for Tra ining in
Voc ational Trade .. for the trades of
turne r and finer. The praye r hall which
he furnished and beautified is his gift
to the schoo l. He also put up an ora­
tory for the slum boys of the area. Fr.
Francis Fo..sari. a valiant prie ..t and
missionary spent about three yea rs at
the Institute . Unfort unatel y. he was
snatched away by death on August 24.
1972.

Many cha nge s fo llo wed . Fr. Jos
Menezes se rved a one yea r term as
Rector. fo llowed by Fr. Victor D'Souza
who set about organizing the spiritual
life of the community. Fr. Romulo was
selected to go to Rome for a course in

Spi ritua lity and Bro. Vas was asked to
go to Hong Kong to parti cipate in the
First Asian -Au stra lian Congress of
Sa lesian Past Pupil s. Fr. Victor too k.
over the auto mechanic shop as Bro.
Georg e had a serious attack. of jaun­
dice and was ho-,pita lised . The depan­
ment was c losed for the purpose of re­
structuring and the boys were accom­
modated in diff erent technical schools
in Bombay.

Fr. Aloysius Cerato. a smiling priest
and friend of everyo ne took ill on May
21. 1976 and was hospi talized. He
passed away three day s later. on the
feast of Mary Help of Chri stians.

A new shift system was started in the
machin e shop. increasing the number
of boys for training and a provi sional
permi ssion wa.. obta ined for the radio
and TV section. The final affiliation
was obtai ned only on Februa ry 24.
1978. A Nigh t Technical School was
opened for the boys of the area on Au..
gust 16. 1976. the birthday of Don
Bosco. and 75 boys were adm itted and
trained. The past pupil s played a \'ery
important ro le in this project. They
co nducted the eve ning eta..ses with no
remuneration and on Augu st 15. 1978
the first group graduated. Toda y. most

I ,

-......,.,.... --r __ __

...... ; :
i •

116 _

3.1 "'sign If Ulllnslhutlons



Rro. Frank B ra XII Il':.1I

trains u YO UIIX technician.

of these boys are employed in well es­
tab lished co mpanies. The Rotary Cl ub
of Bombay East gave a helping hand
in securing the machines and too ls and
also provided evening meal s to all the
boys. The night school was discon tin­
ued in the year 1987-88 because the
purpose for which it was opened was
not being served.

Spec ial mention shoul d be made of Fr.
Aurelius Maschio. who showed much
interest in the progress of the institute.
He worked hard for it and got the nec­
essary equipment so that the poor boys
could get all the training they requ ired.

Over the years the number of students
has fluctuated. An average of 150-160
students attend every year. Course s
have commenced, closed down and re­
started.

Hand in hand with technical training,
tra ini ng in sports an d education in
soc ial co nce rn was dev eloped. The
oratory. which grew with the inception
of the institute , took more definite
shape and was offering games and
evening study facilities to the village
c hild re n. Pupil s were gi ve n pro ­
grammes on re lationship and fam ily
educat ion. In 1980-8 1 under Fr. Nel ­
son Couto and Bro. Monty Rodrigues.
the orator y impro....ed and grew in ac­
tivities as well as attendance. By 1983

3.1 History ofthe Insl"otlons

there were over 350 youn gsters at the
Youth Ce ntre. The Sale sian Co-opera ­
tors bega n giving their contribution in
1982-8 3 and bega n tra ining gir ls in
stitching and cooking.

Mr. Royston Loho , a studen t of the
schoo l was declared the best turner in
Maharashtra State and selected for the
All India Skill s Competition.

To help the poo r boys get help in their
studies. scholarships were offe red by
be nefacto rs and friend s. in 1980-81.
Mr. Letizia Landonj from Italy. offered
a scholars hip in memory of his mother.
With the help of his benefactors, the
Sa ntino Mondin i Award was instituted
for the auto mechanic st udents. In
1982, Mr. Terry Pereira offered anothe r
scho larship in memory of his father
Mr. L. G. Pereira.

In 1983. FT. Romulo Noronha who
spent eight years in the institute in vari­
ous capacities, gave up his post as Prin­
cipal because of his other du ties and
Fr. Alcxinho Rodrigues too k his place.
In this year two short eve ning courses
were conducted for assistant wireman
and plumbers in co llaboration with Tata
Institute of Social Science s.

In 1984 , Fr. Romulo Noronha after 10
years o f dedi ca ted se rv ice to SI.
Joseph's Institute left for Nashik to take
up a new pos t. and Fr . Vi nce nt
Rasquinha took over as Rector.

In 1987. FT. Longlnus Nazareth. a pro-

fcssor of Scripture . was appo inted as
Rector. The strength of the school had
risen to 210 studen ts. During his term
of office. the co mputer sec tion was
added under the supervision and man­
age ment of Fr. Alexinho Rodrigues.
With the arr iva l of computers. the ra­
d io and TV sect ion was made into two
separate departments . Bro. Frederick
who had worked for 20 years in the
elect ronic department shifted to lake up
the refrigeration and air cond itioning
sec tions that were in great de mand. He
pain stakingly establis hed an audio re­
cording studio for tra ining in this line .
Also the mach inist co urse was made
an LT.I. course .

Th e ce lebrat ion of the silver jubilee
yea r of the Institute was postponed
fr o m 1989 to 1990. Fr. T homas
Braganza was appoi nted Rector of the
Tech nical School in June 1990 and he
ove rlooked every detail of the prepa­
rations. However. as fate would have
it. Fr. Thomas Braganza loo k ill and
had to be hospitali zed an d so Fr.
Rom ulo Noronha was appointed Rec­
tor of the Institute for another term of
three years. from May 199 1 to 1994.

In May 1994 the reins of the Institute
were handed to Fr. Colbert da Silva. It
was during his tenure that the compu­
ter sectio n. the auto mechanic and the
AC mechanic sec tions were rev italised
and a new electronic mechanic co urse
was added.

The work of updating and renovution
is visible and evide nt in the face-lift
that has been given 10 the building and
the replace ment of some old machin­
ery with new ones. Yet. for an institu­
tion like SI. Joseph's. the task of up­
dat ing is an ongoing challenge .
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1969
andheri

DOMINI C SAV/Q BOYS'
HOME

ESTA BLISHED
1969

CANONICA LLY EREC TED
1969

,
A RCHD/QCESE OF BOMBAY

STA TE OF MAHARASHTRA

SERVICES:
High School

Boys' Orphanage
National Open School

Special School

The dream to begin a work at Andheri
was in the mind of Msgr. Marhias at
the very inception of the Salesian pres·
ence in Bombay. Yet the actual estab­
lishing of the Salesian presence at
Andheri never took off until 1967.

Way back in 1923, Mr. FA.C. Rcbc llo,
an influe ntia l Catholi c of Bom bay,
wrote to Msgr. Mathias. the Superior
of the Salesians in India, that the Catho­
lics of Bombay lacked faciliti es for
technical edu cation . He requested him
to consider selling up a high school at
Andhe ri. an ag ricu ltural co lony at
Vikhroli a nd a technical school at
Chembur,

In December 1924. Msgr. Mathias went
down to Bombay and was the guest of
Bishop Jose Pe re ira of Dam an a t
Colaba. In the company of the Vicar
General who was extremely frie ndly,
he was ab le to visit all the places where
a Salesia n work could be started.
Bishop Jose Perei ra wrote a long lette r
to Fr. Rinaldi, the Recto r Major of the
Salesians. on July 22, 1925. in which
he expressed the need of the dioce se
and earnestl y requested that some
Salcsia ns be sent to start a high school
at Andheri. But a little later Msgr. Pera
returned to Portugal and Bishop Jose
died . Everything came to a standstill.
Only Mr. Rebello continued to wr ite
and to insist.

afte r know ing confidentially that the
Pad mado jurisdiction wou ld soon dis­
appear from Bombay - which would
mean more difficul ties for Sa lesian en­
try into Bombay, - he wro te to Msgr.
Xavier , the admin istrator of Daman. on
Decembe r 5. 1927 saying that the
Salesians had in mind toestablish three
wo rk s at A ndher i, C he mbu r and
Vikhroli: but since the high school at
Andheri could not be started at once.
they would avail the msel ves of the
offer of the Bombay Ca tholic Welfare
Organization and take over the Catho­
lic Educat ional Institute at Tardeo as a
temporary measure.

It was in thi s wa y that , altho ugh
Andheri was upperm ost in the minds
of the pioneers, Tardeo and Matunga
received prime focus of atten tion and
de ve loped much ear lier.

Fr. Masch to, who had by 1965 a well
established propagand a office, did not
lose sig ht of Andheri. Nor did he
forget his promise to His Em inence
Valc rian Cardinal Gracias. to build an
orphanage for the dest itute of Bombay
city. A plot of land which was then in
the name of the Carmet Co nvent and
under the owne rship of his Emine nce
was acqui red at the Cardina l's insist­
ence (probably to tide over a financial
crunch). The paper deal and conditions
are not too well known .

Th e ext ra ord in ary vis ita t ion o f
Fr. Peter Ricaldone to Ind ia in 1927
brought about a decision. In Nove m­
ber 1927, Msgr. Mathia s accompanied
him to Bombay. Afte r visiting all the
places which were being offered. and

In 1967. the land was acqui red. and
almost immediately the site was cleared
for work on the building to begin. Dur­
in g the firs t few days. Fr. Victor
D'Souza would supervise the wor k at
the site while residing at Our Lady of

RE(lORS

FR. CHARLES RESTELU

FR.SALVADORO'SOVZA

FR.VICTORD'SOUZA

FR. CHRYSOLOGUSD·CUl\....A

FR.AMARILDES SIGMARINGA

FR.ORVILLECOlJ1'l!\HO

FR.OLYMPIO D'MELLO

FR.CORLIS GONSLAVES

FR. AOOLPHRJRTADO

1969- 1970

1970- 1973

1973- 1975

1975 - 1981
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Do lours Church. Wadala. He wo uld
spend whole days here. Fr. Antonio
Alessi too had done invaluable work
together with Fr. Maschio . Both would
come regularly to follow up the con­
struction work undertaken by architects
Pat ki and Dadarkar.

T he bui ld ing con sisted of tw o ' 1: ·
shaped blocks of two storeys each. The
left section housed the boarders with
accommodat ion for about 20() in­
mates; the other and large r b lock was
the schoo l build ing . The es timate for
both the bloc ks was over Rs. 35 lakhs.

In 1969 . t he p ion ee r ing han d o f
Salcslans III occu py the huilding which
W',l S still under construct ion co nsisted
of Fr. Charles Reste lli, Fr. C ris pin
D'Souza and Bm . P. ~1. Thomas. Fr.
Restcll i was tra nsferred from St. Bede.
~ l adras . and appo inted Rector of the
new house. As all pioneering and early
days are, considerable hardships had to
he ove rcome in matters pertai ning to
food , accornodanon. pollution due 10

the construction work. noise. etc.

In the month of June. Fr. Richa rd
D' Souza jcined the staff as confessor .
Occasionally the contessors from Kurla
and Borivili wou ld offe r thei r services
in mutters sp iritual.

True to its name the crite rio n for se­
lection into the orphengc and its pref ­
erence was as follows: First priority
would begiven to the complete orphan
bo y (o ne that Jac ked fat he r a nd
mother), Next prefe re nce was the one­
parent orp han, Th e third opt ion would
be for those boys from poor broken
familie s. To thi s day th is po licy is

maintained in the selection of boa rd­
ers.

Hardly had they begun when the de­
ma nd began to increa se. The number
of the boarders which was around 122
in 1%9 swe lled to 135 by June of the
same yea r. Boys co ntinued coming all
through the year and the de serving
cases we re accommodated .

No uniform had as yet been selec ted .
It was o nly in the folowing year. after
much struggle. tha t the school was
given governme nt recognitio n and a
uniform co mprising of khaki trousers
and wh ite shirts was sanctioned.

From the very beginning , sports oc ­
cupied an important place . T he play.
gro und wa s atte nde d to : grass wa s
planted to keep the dust away: level ­
ling was d one ; a wal l was built to pre­
serve soiI erosion. The boys too re­
ciprocated well and in a ma tter of a
few years rose to hei ghts of g lory. be­
coming a challenge in football. hockey
and athletics to all schools in Bo m­
bay.

In 1970. Fr. Salvado r was appointed
Rector; a nd Bro. P. ~1. Th omas wa s
the Princ ipal . Two clerics. Bro. lames
Sequeira and Bro. Lawrence D'Souza
were sent for the first time as assist­
ants 10 the boys in the boa rding . The
stre ngt h of the schoo l went up to H I
with ju st 31 day scho lars and 35 semi­
boarders. The luuer belonged to eco­
nom ica lly backward hom es. hence
they spent the day in schoo l and were
given brea kfast. lunch and tea . Dur­
ing this pe riod the house system was
ini tiated. and the sta ff and students

bubb led with e r uhusi usm. The excite­
ment reached its peak when for the first
time schoo l spurts were held . Fr. Bonnie
D'Souza succeeded Bro. P. M. Thomas
as Principal in June 1971 .

Th e Dominic Savlo Boys' Hom e with
the attached school which was opened
in 1969 was registered as a Society o n
February 20 , 1973.

InJune that year, Fr. Victor was the head
of the institution. wh ile Fr. Jacob took
over as Princip al. The teach ing staff
had increased fm m 8 to 21. In the Iol­
towing year Fr. Victor beca me the f irst
Recror-Princip ul with 180 boarders and
196 day-scho lars. T his period has spe­
ciul mem ories , lS Dom inic Savio sent
up its first batch of S.S.c. studen ts and
attained cent percen t result s.

Between the yea rs 1975 and 198 1, Fr.
Chrysologus D'Cunha was at the he lm.
It was du ring his term that the K.G,
classes and the 1and 11 standards were
started. Thi s was d ue 10 the fac t that
the ne igh bouring Canossa School
Slopped the admission for boys into
the ir pri mary sec tion from June 1976.
However the policy of admiss ions to the
boarding, viz. ad mission fro m V stand­
ard only. was le ft untouched . With the
recognition of the primary sect ion in the
following year. standa rds III and IV
were introd uced. In 1979. the first batch
of 4.1 boys we re promoted to Std. V.

As years went by and the Salesian per ­
sonnel kept on changing, the institution
excelled in stud ies, often obt aining cent
percent resu lts. Besides spo rts. music
was another area of extra-c urric ular de­
velopme nt. T he school began to have
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its ow n hand . one tha t is much sought
after eve n to thi s day.

In !9HO. as a means o f train ing some
of the d ropo uts. the printing pres:'> from
Panjim. Goa wa s installed here . But
the project d id not take o ff. The press
became a further lo..s d ue to several
factors: defec tive machinery. la..:1.. of
tra ined perso nnel. lack of ma nageri al
and tec hnical know -how in operating
the project profitably. As a con..e­
q uence . the printing press wa.. clo-..ed
down in December 1993.

Back in 19HI there wa.. a change in
management with Fr. Sigmaringa who
was appointed as Rec tor and Fr. Denzil
Vat as Princ ipal. He introduced 'C lass
Day' in the primary section which ef­
fect ively proved to the parents thal the ir
ch ildren were individua lly cared for
and the channels of communication be­
tween parent s. teachers and stude nts
were thrown open.

In 1982. a ne w Re..-tor wa.. appointed
in the per<.on of Fr. Orvltle Coutinho.
Fr. Cecil Noronha was the Principal.
With them . d ramat ics in school was
give n a special thru st and the best play
in the co mpetition was staged on the
Annual Day.

In 1985. Fr. Orville continued as Rec­
tor with Fr. Ph lllip Falcao us Principal.
T he eruerpnsing and enthusiastic duo
strove to make teachi ng more child-ori­
enred in spite of large num bers in eac h
class. The- shift system was introduced
in 1986. T his period saw the beginnin g
of the pro-primary section with Mrs.
Merlyn D'Sou za as head . Rote learn­
ing and drillin g was avoided through
spec ially prepared work sheets. It also
brought about a change in the seco nd­
ary sectio n - Mrs. A. Ale xander who
had been headm istress since 1970 re­
tired . She will always he reme mbe red
as one who believed in service with a
smile. Miss J. S. lye r too k over from
bcr.Inspnc ofheing strict. she was very
popular with the staff and students.

Fro m 19H9. tw o yo ung a nd vibrant
Salesians fo llow ed ea ch othe r: Fr.
Olympic D'Mello wa.... succeeded b): Fr.

Co r li s Gon salv es and Fr. Dom ln lc
Almeida was the dynam ic Principal.
Togeth er they brought abo ut manifold
changes in the educatio nal sys tem. The
Open Schoo l was started. In the pri­
mary section. work-sheet s were intro­
duced to reduce the load of books car­
ried by the students and examinations
became a thing of the past. Stude nts
were evaluated o n thei r day to day per­
Iormance. In the pre-p rimary sec tion.
field trips were organized to various
spots pertaining to the topics taught in
clas s. Th e red letter day fo r this sec­
tio n is "Graduat ion Day" whe n with

pomp a nd ce re mo ny . the stude nts
grad uate into the primary sec tio n.

As the sc hool pro gressed into the
1990's. compute r ed ucation was im­
parted from standard Ito X. Skills in
speech and drama were inculca ted in
classes up to standard VIII . An a ud io­
visual section was attached to the Ii­
brury. The physical aspect too had been
atten ded to as students we re tra ined in
the martia l arts and yoga.

By the year 199" , when Fr. Ado lph
Furt ado took up the reins of rectorship.
Domin ic Savio's had a stre ngth o f
1,520 stude nts and a staff o f 70. He
took up further initiatives. such as the
establishing of the "Special Schoo l for
510"'" Learners". More restructuring of
the sc hoo l time-table is bein g planned
in order to give grea ter attention to the
margi nalized sec tions o f the youth
pop ulatio n.

Since 1995, the community ofDominic
Savio's has a lso p layed ho st to the
ma ny sick con freres o f our province.
thro ugh the selling up of the pro vince
infir mary. Th e aim is to administer
prope r health ca re to sick and elderly
confreres who could be treated wub the
faci lities ava ilab le at the Holy Spirit
Hos pital just across the wa ll.

In retrospect . it is also assuring to note
that this institution has contr ibuted its
mile to the foste ring of vocations. To­
day. so me of the pa st p up ils a rc
Salesians. a few of whom are hold ing
responsible posit ions in the Society.

~.1 HIS1111 11 m. IAstit. lIons
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1970
borivili

DON BOSCO HIGH SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED
1970

CANONICALLY ERECTED
1972

ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY

STA TE OF MAHARASHTRA

SERVICES:
School

Boarding
Parish

Evening Study Classes

After World War Il and afte r the Inde­
pendence of India. dependence on for­
eign mis sionarie s prov ed to be an un­
wise policy. Hence an intense dr ive for
local (Indian) vocations was started .
Missionaries from the southern parts
of India and Bombay saw the urgent
need of feeding the Northeast region
with vocations from their territories.
Hen ce in Bo mbay. th e seco nd
as piran tate (besides Lonavla) called St.
Paul's Apostolic School was ope ned at
Borivil i on June 29 . 1970. When it
ca me to appointing a Rector for the in­
stitute, the re wa s no better choice than
a seasoned missionary and one-t ime
provinci al of G uwa hati , Fr. Antho ny
Ale ssi himself. Togethe r wi th him
were Fr. Henry Frassi, the Admini
strntor; Fr. Daniel venia, the confessor;
Fr. Joseph P., the Principal and two
cle rics .

It was named afte r SI. Paul, so as to
present a model for the future mission ­
arie s, and also to commemorate the
visit of Pope Paul VI to Bombay in
1964. According to plan , the confreres
we re to be chosen from the three prov­
in c e s of Bo mbay, Ca lcu tta an d
G uwahat i, but j uri sdic tion remained
under the Provincial of the soon to be
created Bombay Province .

Unfo rtunately, th is plan did nOI suc­
ceed. Due to shortage of per so nnel and
a dro p in vocation s bot h for Lonavla
and Borivli, it wa s dec ided to run just
one apostolic school at Lonavla only.
Hence in 1975 , the boys at Borivili

were shifted to Lo navla. The SI. Paul's
School was renamed Don Bosco High
School.

Besides the runn ing of the aposto lic
school, the confre res were involved in
pastoral wor k in the par ish and the ar­
eas on the outs kirt s of Bori vili such as
Dahisar. Mt. Poinsur. and Andheri. A
youth club, for youth of the locality,
was also started.

During the se years the house of Don
Bo sc o . Bo ri vili a lso se rv e d a s a
studentate for clerics who we re in the
proces s of completing their college
stud ies.

In 1975, under the Rectorsh ip and Prin­
cipal shi p of F r. J o s Me ne ze s a
redi me nsioning too k place. A Don
Bosco Pr imary School and Kindergar­
ten began with about 300 students. The
parish of Malad East was entrusted to
the commun ity and was initia lly looked
after by Fr. P. A. Thomas and a year
later by Fr. Richard D'souza. Later in
1986 the parish churc h at Ma lad wa s
re turned to the diocese.

In 1976 , Bro . An tho ny Rocha was
asked to beg in work of rehabili tating
dropouts. He began with twenty boy s
as boarders , teaching them simple non­
formal trades. This section was called
Bosco Boys' Home . A year later, a
boardi ng for poor boys began in the
same schoo l premises and the Bosco
Boys' Home shifted to the old School
building ac ross the street. It housed 45
boys who were mostly dropouts . It also
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the stude nts o f theo logy. for boys o f
Std. X of Vasai is a regular featu re con­
d ucted d uring the sum me r ho lidays.
Nig ht study classes are o ff ered to youth
of the neighbou rhood who require a
quiet place to study. Today ma ny boys
and girls who live around the school
make use of thi s fac ility and prepare
them selves for their examinations . Com­
pneredu caucn with government recog ­
nised courses and facilitie s for young
learners is also offered.

In the meant ime. the prese nce of the
Salesians in Bori vili had g rad ua lly

given birth to yet another new initia­
tive . viz. the parish o f Do n Bcsco. As
ma ny Catholics came to reside in the
vicinity of school. the need to cater 10

their pastoral requ irements began to be
felt . Hence in June 1989. a sub-centre
of the Immaculai e Conccpnon Church
wa !O c reated. 11 took ca re of the pacto­
ral needs of about 3CXl families and it

was left to the Recto r to manage. Con- Asp irants and Jfuff 0/ ,111' SI. Paul's Apostolic Sd1(HlI.
sequer nly. rhe school and pari sh began
to bea rich so urce of priestly and reli-
giou s vocat ions.

In June 1993. this sub-ce ntre was offl­
ciully given the statu s of a parish by
the archd iocese and Fr. Ol ivio Mirundn
wa s put in charge. The parish was ded i­
ca te d to SI . J ohn Bosco . To d ay.
Fr. Aloysius Furtado is the parish priest
and under his gu iding hand the activi­
tie s and invo lvement of the laity have
grown co nsiderably.

Over the lust decade. ma ny new initia­
uves taken up by the Don Bosco High
School communit y have disti ngui shed
the sc hool as a landmark educatio nal
institution. Firstly. the dedication of the
stall and the all-round education which
incl udes academics. sports. music and
dra matics. The Bosco Sports Fou nda ­
tion hel ps tra in boys and girls in di f­
ferenr spo rt ing disc iplines. providi ng
expert coac hing du rin g the summer
vacatio n. "T he English Cast le". an
English speaking course conducted by

se rved as a hostel for 18 wor king youth.
Seven Marathi schoo l-go ing boys ....'ere
also given asy lum. An oratory for co l­
lege and working youth wa s also be­

gun. These services to the neighbour­
hood flou rished as the numbers of boys
increased year afte r year.

In 1991 the hostel for wor king you th
was discontinued and the BOSL"O Boys'
building .....as so lely utilized for tech­
nical training of emargina ted yo uth.

Unt il 1995 the Sa lesians who worked
at Bosco Boys' Home were pan of the
mot her-community of Don Bosco H igh

Sc hoo l ac ross the street. It was only in
199 3. that Bosco Boys' Ho me became
a separate community. Th is new co m­
munity was give n canonical status in
1997.
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Tidings of great joy were received by
the Salesians of western India when
they heard that Bo mbay was 10 become
a vivitatory on February 10. 1969.
Fr. Der mis Duarte. the first Pro vincial
in his very first circular dated Febru­
ary 26. 1972 joyfu lly announced: "By
a special Decree from Turin. Italy.
dated January 3 1. 1972. the so-called
"visuetor ia" of Bombay has been con­
stituted into a Salesian Province. The
patron is SI. Francis Xavier."

In the same circular there is an an­
nouncement of the Provincial House.
It reads: "In circular No 11/ 1971. I had
informed the contreres that there would
bea new Provincial House in Matunga.
distinct from the present Don Bosco
High School. The Rector Major and his
council have been pleased to appoint
Fr. Nicholas Soures as the Rector of the
Provincial House. The date of the ca­
nonical erection is October 19. 1971.-

The decree of the Rector Major was
sent Mating clearly the purpose of the
new house: that it would serve as head­
quarters of the new Province. for its
sectional works. and the church in gen­
eral. The decree is da ted 23-10-1972
and is signed by the Salesian Rector
Major. Rev. Fr. Aloysius Ricceri.

Rev. Fr. Aurelius Maschio. the first
Provincial Economer of the Bombay
Province. put the building he had ea r­
lier built for the Shrin e Office al the
disposal of the new province. 11 thus
became the provincial house of the
Bombay Province with immediate ef­

fect.

It housed the provincial's office. the
secretariat and archives offices. It also
incorporated the accounts and finance
office of the province.

Other members of the first community
were Fr. Jacob Puthenveetil . the Pre­
fect of the Provincial Hou..c.

The offices of the Past Pupils' Provin­
c ial Federation and the Co-operators
office were also a part of the Provin­
cial House. For some time it housed the
National Pa..t Pupils' office as wel1 .

The Co-operators. under the leadership
of Fr. Vincent Vaz ran the "Clean Lit­
e rature Ser vice- betwee n the yea rs
1988-199 1.

Shrine & Shrine OjJiu (1957)

The Shrine of Mary Help of Christians
whic h had been construc ted by Fr.
Maschio in 1957 was looked after by
the Don Bosco School community
until in 1972. it was brought under the
guardianship of the Provincial House.
Among the many highlights in the his­
tOT)' of the Shrine was the episcopal
ordination of Msgr. Huben D'Rosario
at the hands of Card inal Gracias on
Septem ber 9. 1964.

On November 28. 1964. around the
time of the Eucharistic Congress. Msgr.
Hubert D' Rosario toge ther with seven
other bishops consecrated the Shrine
dedica ted to Mary Help of Christians.
each bishop performi ng separately the
consecration of each of the altars. in
the Shrine and in the Crypt. Fr. Oltvio
Miranda, the catec bist. was gi ven
charge of the sole mn li turgy and
supervised the whole function while
Fr. Bianchi conducted the choir com­
prising the boys of Lonavla .

His Holiness Pope Paul VI visited the
Shri ne on December 4. 1964 and
blessed the statue of Mary Help of
Christians (now used only for proces­
sions).

Mean whil e , Fr. Maschio urgent ly
needed more space to run the Shrine
office. Thus work began on a four-sto­
reyed build ing. This new shrine-office
building was blessed by Fr. Maschio
in August 1983. It was built on the
northern side of the Shrine to house the
Shrin e office. storerooms and the edi­
torial office of the Don Bosco's Ma­
donna. A few guest rooms were also
built to help in times of emergency.

The confrere s of the Provincial House
lived in both the buildings yet formed
one community.

In 1973. Fr. Vincent Vaz was appointed
Rector of the Provincial House and Fr.
P. D. Thomas was appointed the bur­
sar. Fr. Michael Mascarenbas was the
new Provincial Economer, Fr. Alfred
Mariorta was the chaplain of Auxilium
Convent and later took up the respon­
sibility of guiding the Past Pupils' As­
sociation. Fr. Oscar and Fr. Joseph vaz
were appointed confessors who served
long hOUTS in the Shrine.
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In 1974, Fr. P. D. Thomas handed the
bursar's job to Fr. Oscar. Fr. Anthony
Alessl arrived in Bombay on July 19,
197~ to begin a very dedicated and
generous ministry. He was appointed
confessor at the Shrine.

The Don Bosco's Madonna, a maga­
zine begun in 1939 by Fr. Maschio to
spread devotion to Mary Help of Chris­
tians and enkindle in the faithful a love
for the Church. continues to reach out
to approximately 93,000 Catholics all
over India as well as other parts of the
wor ld. In 1988 Fr. Giu seppe Moja
look over as editor and
he continues till this day.

Two ot her magazines,
Afumnu s and Youngsters

were later terminated.

With regard to the time­
table at the Shrine, five
novena masses continue
to be said every Satu r­
day. On Sunday, seven
masses are offered. The
fa ithful fl ock to the
church for confessions
especially on Saturdays . .. r r­
and Sundays and during
Ad vent and Lent . The
confreres of the two
communities - the Pr0­
vincial House and the
school community ­
help in assisting at the
services.

Don Bosco Youth Serv­
ius (1986):

On September 8, 1986,
Fr. Thomas
Panake zham, Regional
Superior of Asia, in the
presence of the Provin­
ci al, Fr. Chrys ant hus
Saldanha, inaugurated the Don Bosco
Youth Services, Matunga (DBYS) on
the grou nd floor of the Provinci al
House.

DB YS was the bra inc hild of Fr.
Chrysanthus Saldanha . the then Pr0­
vincial . It was a means of reaching to
youth beyond the formal institutional
presence. It would cater to the train-

ing and all round development of youth
in the provin ce and especially in Bom­
bay city. It had the following objec­
tives: to make available audiovisual
resources and ot her equipment fo r
youth training progra mmes: to provide
a healthy and educative recreatio nal
experience for youth during the holi­
days: to equip youth leaders with skills
for responsible leadership in society;
to offer counselling facil ities; to edu­
cate young people to the mean ing of
love andparenthood: to conduct aware­
ness programmes for the marginalised.

,.

Fr. Loddy Pires was the first director
and worked together with Fr. Desmond
Paes. Fr. Godfrey O'Sa and Fr. Denzil
Vaz. Fr. lan Doulton was put in charge
in 1986 and continued to be director
till 1993. He stabilised andhelped cata­
logue the resource library. He also de­
signed and installed equipment in the
audiovisual hall. Working together

with him were Fr. Godfrey D'Sa. Fr.
vivlan D' Souza and Fr. Ambrose
Pereira. Several programmes were con­
ducted throughout the year such as the
Jesus Trip, Education to Love , Youth
Fest and Hill Thrill. These programmes
are still offered to youth and are well
attended even today. In 1993 the SDB­
FMA co lla boration began with Fr.
U onel Branganza and Sr. Marie De
Sil va . Bro Savio O'M ello and Fr.
Ambrose worked together with them.
Thi s ene rgetic team opened up new
avenues through their lively rapport

wit h yo uth . In 1996 Fr.
Godfrey D'Souza was ap­
pointed the director and
worked together with Fr.
Ambrose and Sr. Caroline.
Fr. God frey O'Sa joined
them in August and began
the counse lling depart­
ment. On being transferred
to Kurla a year later, this
unit had to be closed down
at Matunga. In 1997, Fr.
Ambrose Pereira was ap­
poin ted direct or an d
works together wit h Sr.
Caroline D'Souza as pro­
gramme co-ordinator. .

Essent ia l to the Youth
Service s is the well
equipped multimedia Ii­
bra ry mo st ly in yo uth
catecbesis and value edu­
cation. It is a great help to
ca rechis ts. youth leaders
and animators of the arch­
diocese.

Today, youth who ha ve
worked in close collabora­
tion with the Youth Serv­
ices or have been partici­
pants in the programmes
organised by it are show­
ing greater leadership in

society. Some are independently en­
gaged in organisi ng si mila r pro­
grammes for the many youth in soci ­
ety at large. Th is is perhaps one of the
great achievements of DBYS.

After June 1998. due to the shift of the
provincial headquarters to the new pr0­

vincial house, DBYS will offer resi­
dential courses as well.
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Pro vin ce In f ormati on Of f ice &
Tej-Prasarini (1993)

In July 1993 Fr. Loddy Pires appoi nted
Fr. Peter Gonsalves to set up a depart­
ment at Provincial House: one that
would function as a Province Infonn a­
tion Office (PlO). This deci sion was
taken as a result of a directive from
Rome askin g selec ted province s ­
Bombay was one of the 20 provinces
world-wide - to set up a computerised
zonal corre spondence office for the
Agenzia Notit ia Salesiana (ANS) .

At that time Fr. Peter was admin istra­
tor at Koregaon Park. Pune. and in
charge of the regional production wing
of the Salesian Cetecbeucal Ce ntre
called Tej-Prasarini (Ligh t Diffuser).
While he was asked to set up the PlO
at Provincial House. he volunteered to
shift the production office as wel l.
Thus. two rooms were provided at the
provi ncial house that comp rised both
the PlO as well as Tej -Prasarini.

Some of the tasks the PlO undertook
in the years that followed. were the
work of edi ting and pub lish ing the
province news letter. the SDB West.
the dispatching of socia lly relevant
Sa lesian news items to the secular and
catholic papers through the Don Bosco

U Hlslll1 DllllllnsmlJUDDs

Information Serv ice and the contac t
with ANS. Rome.

In the meantime. Tej -Prasarini was
taking TOOt in Bomba y. It was only at
the provincial chapter of 1995 that it
was given official recogniti on by the
Province. Its scope and mission were
clarified and it was allowed to expand
from an audio-cassette ministry to a
full -fle dge d pub lishing hou se of
"multi-media resources for the youth
and the family".

In June 1997. theeditorshipoftheSDB
West was handed over to the newly es­
tabli shed studentate of Theology at
Koregaon Park.

In February 1998. after the inaugura ­
tion of the new Provincial House in the
Matunga campus. the PlO was shifted
into the new bui ldi ng whil e Te] ­
Prasarini was give n a wider space to
opera te in the building shared by the
DBYS.

stascnio M emorial Foundation
(l997)

The Maschio Memori al Foundation
came into existence on September 9.
1997. a year after the demise of Fr.
Aurelius Maschio . The purpose of the

foundat ion was to pe rpe tuate the
memory of Fr. Maschio in his love for
the poor and downtrodden.

It was set up as a funding agency that
would enter Into partnerships with non­
panisan agencies.

Blueprints for five projects were ap­
proved for the first year 1997-1998: a
street child infinnary; a "Childline". a
learn-with-a-meal scheme for street
children. a scholarship for deserving
students who wish to pursue higher
educa tion and a Maschio award for hu­
manitarian work.

The New Provincial House:

On February 9. 1998. Archbishop Ivan
Dias inaugurated the new Provincial
House in th e pr esen ce o f man y
Sales lan s who had asse mble d in
Matun ga to begin the Provincial Chap­
ter the very same day. This new head­
quarte rs . a dream of FT. Au reliu s
Maschio. was painst akingly con­
structed under the supervision of Fr.
Edwin D'Sou1.3. Besides the province
secretariat. it is designed to bring to­
gether under one roof the offices of the
var ious dimensions or the pro vince
apostolate.
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THE SHRINE OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
The Shrine of Mary Help of Christians
at Matunga has today become a must­
visit-at-any-cost spot for all Marian
devotees who come10 Bombay. Yet its
history spans barely forty years.

Permission to build the Shrine .....as
granted by the Bombay Municipal Cor­
poration in 1955. but the foundation
stone had already been blessed and laid
the previous year, by valcr ian Cardinal
Gracias on December 7.1 954. Thereaf­
ter. within a span of two years. the co­
lossal monument was ready -thanks 10
the hard and dedicated work put in by
everyone involved.

Hence. on August 5. 1957, auxiliary
bishop Longinus Pereira blessed the
Shrine and declared it open for public
veneration.

But only seven years later. on Xovem­
ber 28. 1964. was the Shrine formally
co nsecrated by archbishop Hubert
D'R osario along with seven other bish­
ops. to mark the beginning of the 39th
International Eucharistic Congress.
Barely a week later. on December 4,
196-J. no less a personage man PopePaul
VI paid a visit to the Shrine and blessed
the statue of Mary Help of Christians •
thestatue mat is still usedduring the an-

nual feast day procession.

Designed by two local architects. Patkil
and Oadarkar. the Shrine of Mary Help
of Christians is nevertheless Western in
style (no oneever spoke of inculrurauon
in those days). The plan of the church is
in the form of a traditional Latin Cross.
The main dome over the sanctuary. and
the IWO smaller domes over the entrance
arc typicalof Romanchurch architecture.
The facade, in the style of ancien! Ro­
man churches. is marked by an arched
doorway. imposed upon by a huge mo-­
saic depicting Don Bosco with the Ma­
donna. This mosaic is flanked on either
side b)' two bell-towers with electric
chimes.

The entire Shrine has an exterior of
Malad granite. golden-brown incolour.
But what really catches the eye at once
is the lz-foot-highgold-plated statue of
MaryHelp of Christians that stands ma­
jestically atop the main dome. Getting it
upthere in 1957was itself a laudableen­
gineering feat. Cast in Turin, the statue
canbeseen from miles around. and even
today. with so many high-rise buildings
mushrooming in the city. this statue is
still a prom inent landmar k on the

Matunga-wadala skyline.

Theinterior of the Church is totallyclad
with imported Italian marble of different
hues. with amazingly symmetrica l
striarions (a delight to theeyes, nodoubt.
but alas. a big hindranceto acousticclar­
ity). The natural art in the symmetry of
the marble is regularly punctuated with
the created art in the fonn of rectangular
panels depicting the 14 stations of the
cross. Intricately done, with attention to
minute details, these panels are a sub­
lime work of art.

Evert morearresting. however. arethe 15
mysteries of the rosary and the five
scenes from Don Bosco's life. captured
in stained glass, that are situated above
the rectangular mosaic panels. Most im­
posing of all are the three stained glass
panels that stand atopthe mainaltar,with
Marian motifs. Created by the renowned
Italian painter Peter Flavio of Turin. all
these 13 stained-glass panels were tem­
pered by master craftsmen in special
kilns. 10 endure brilliance. They were
then shipped in segments to India and

1Conld on pg. 1)0)

(It'fr) ArchhiJhop D'Rasario conse­
crates the altar: (right) His Holiness

Pope Paul VI blesses the starlit',
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The construction of the
Shrine: (clockw ise fro m ex­
treme left) digging the fo un­
dation; rear ~'iew: the dome
with barracks in the JOTe­
ground: viewoftheentrance;
the dome; a stone curter dis­
p lays his ha nd iwork; Fr.
Maschio at the centre ofit all.
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Kenneth Pereira .

to info rm. to encourage. to exhort ...
through its articles. letters. stories. pho­
tog raph s. illust rations an d even its
jokes.

In fact. the Madonna is a sort of minor
miracle in itself. No subscription fees
are charged; no ad vertisements are al­
lowed and yet. the co ntributions that
co me in. more than cover up the cost
of print ing and postage.

The presen t editor. Fr. Joseph Mo]a. is
a worthy inheritor of Fr. Maschio's
mantle. He has bee n ed iting the Ma ­
donna almost single-handedly over the
past decade. through sickness and
health . conscientiou sly seei ng to it that
the new issue is out before the begin­
ning of every mon th.

"Wha t are your hopes for the Ma­
donna'I" I once had the occasion to ask
Fr. Moja. Quick came the reply: "To
have an editorial board working on this
project ! If s too much fo r one man --

and an old one at that _.
to handle ." Fr. Moja
would also like to
see more pages of
the Madonna telling
real -fif e stories ofor-
dina rv Indian Chris­
tians in a manner that
inspires.

Ho w much the Ma·
donna is worth. can be
gauged from this little
con versation that too k
pla ce some years ago .
Fr. Moja once asked Fr.
Masch io: "Just suppose ,
for the sake of fantasy. that
every thing you've done
he re in Bombay is de -
stroyed in some great catas­

tropbe. With wha t would you start
again?" Without a moment's hesita­
tion. Fr. Maschio replied: "With the
Don Bosco s ,Hademlla ~ "

The
ma gazine
in / 950

and in its
present
format

The line that the
Ma don na pu r­
sues is ce rtainly
not th eologi ­
cally trendy.On
t he co ntra ry .
not a few crit-

ics ha ve be- 1".i••Ii.~.::ra ted the pi-
et ism that is
writ large over all its pages. And yet.
there is something here that immedi­
ately touches the heart of the ordinary
Ca tholic! The reason for the popular.
ity of the Madonna . I be lieve. is its
co nstant striv ing to be a Catholicf am -
ily magazine...ever seeking to instruct.

the church. Thanks to the Mm/Oil/la
there has been a phenomenal rise in
devotion to Mary Help of Christians
and to SI. John Bosco.

Among the earl iest regular co ntribu­
tors were Frs . Peter Gani and Dermis
Duarteof happ y memory. More recent
contributors are Frs. Erasto Peman des.
J . Pimenta and Vince nt vaz ...all of
them high ly appreciated . thank s to
thei r readab le and pop ular style.

Fr. Maschio himself was the
founder-ed itor of the magaz ine
and he guarded his editorial rights even
later as the publi sher of the magazine.
Even when Fr. Antonio Alessi became
its dec lared editor and publisher in 1976.
it was Fr. Mascfuo who screened eve­
rything that went into print. And so it
co ntinued till 1990. when after three
years of editorship incognito. Fr. Joseph
Moja came into the open as the regi s.
te red editor of the Madonna. an d
claimed a reasonable amount of au ­
tonomy in his task as editor.

The brainchild of Fr. Aurelius Maschio.
the Don 80,\'('0 SMadonnawas launched
in 1937. lt fiN appeared in the
form of a two-p age
folder that gradually
deve loped into a 16-
page booklet (incl ud-
ing the co ve rs) . In
1960. it had grown 10

28 pages (including the
cov ers). In 1964. the
cover pages began to ap-­
pear in a -colour print .
Then in 197 1. the maga­
zine reached its present
size of 36 pages. Finally.
in 1990 there was a quali­
tat ive leap with the switch­
over from Linotype to off­
set printing and computer­
ised formatting.

Which Catholic per iodical in English
has the widest circulat ion in Ind ia to­
day? There's no prize for guess ing the
answer: the Don BoscosMadonna!Dis­
seminated from the Shrine Office at
Marunga once every month. this maga­
zine reaches 9~.500 homes and institu­
tions: 82.000 in Ind ia , and 12.500
abroad... and the number keeps grow­
ing steadily every year.

Over the past 60 years of its existence.
the Madonna can cla im a large share of
the credi t for the updating of the Catho­
lic family wi th new s and vie ws o f
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reassembled. after the manner of a jig­
saw puzzle,

This is how anan lover describedhis im­
pressions in the Indian Express dated
January 30. 1966:

The sunlight filtering in blonde shafu
through the windowsmaJ:~s these scenes
haunting... a symphony of colours thO!
rangefrom pall' ochre and pigeon-dol"~s

LO searing reds, deep saffrrJIl yeltows and
peacock-blues that are almost overpow

ering in their intensity. Veiled and UII '

veiled in altering cycles of sunlight ami
shadow, these panels are projected in
sharp relief fo r the greater part of the

day. Floating LO Ihe surface, they imper­
ceptibly ancho r the "Stations" to th~

shadows with their deeperhues.

However: when dusk 's furtive fool/al1s
steal over the ground,.., and chandelier,..
and candelabras join ft uoreicent tube­
lighl.5to bathe Ihe interior in silver; it is

the mosaic panels that surface: it is the
tllm ofth~ stained glassesto dissolveand
"appear outside as lofty cases of bril­
liant colour. at which spectators raise
their eyts .• and eyebrows in K·ond~ r.

The mosaic panels d~picting
the "Stations " involved an

even more laborious process
of reassemo ty. as titeralty
lakhs of tiny coloured frag­
mell1s we" pieced together to
create fourteen unforgt'l1abl~

scenes K'hich culm inate in
Ch ris t's final agonies at
Calm')' and K'hich faith has
held illsacred truSIt'l't r si/Ice.

If the interior of the main
church can evoke such poetic

exuberanceIhe crypt would haveanother
story to tell, No pilgrimto the Shrine ever
misses a visit. The school boys often
gather in hushed silence to peek through
the air-vents. at this little underground
wonderland. whenever they find the
lights on. Most of the time. however. the
place is enveloped in semidarkness that
only adds to the aura of mystery sur­
roundi ng the crypt

In the crypt. encased in little gilded cru­
cibles are hundreds of relics of ancient
and modern saints, These adorn the
walls! And then. there are the fivearched
mosaic panels depicting various scenes
from rhe life of Christ and Don Boseo.

lis calm. prayerful atmosphere makes it
a favourite spot for man)' bridal couples
who look for a quiet place to lie the nup­
tial knot. Having an area of 2756 square
feel (besides 552 square feel of lobby
area in the rear). the crypt can comfort­
ably accommodate about a two hundred
persons.

Of course. bigger functions such as
ordinalions and religious professions are
held in the main church. The pews can

Fr. Mascnio \l'ith his dedicated and
hard work ing staffat the Shrine

Office - all early photograph ,

accommodate a crowd of 800 seated
devotees. Considering the extra space
(6-161 sq. ft. of nave area. 8-10 sq. ft. of
choir-loft and 194-1 sq. ft. around the
sanctuaryarea) approximately 300 more
can be accommodated standing.

To many a Bombay Catholic. the Shrine
is a symbol of the good "old-lime reli­
glen". with pulpit. communion rails.
stately organ music. holy water fonts,
statuesand privateconfessional boxes ­
- "You've kept alive for us a priceless
heritage." many say.

DUI the walls of granite and marble. the
majesty of the stained glass and mosaic.
the grandeur of the dome and the high
altar - all these are no matchfor the great­
est treasure of the Shrine: the faithof the
countless devotees who have entered its
portals over the past forty years. Young
and old. rich and poor. Christians and
others... they have been coming 10 ask
for a favour. to fulfil a vow. to make an
offering... or simply to be silent. away

from the bustle of busy Bom­
bay, And perhaps. the two
wooden confessional boxes
are the best witnesses today. of
the number of sinners who
have returned to God. thanks
to the maternal care of Mary
Help of Christians!

Kenneth Perelra

Bm . AnthollY Remedios and
his choir gave the Shrine
m us ical ex p ress ion f o r
thirtyyears.
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STATE OF GOA

SERVICES:
Formal Technica l Education

TRYSE M
Courses under RDA

Daily evening Oratory
Mass Centre

In 19-«1. the Salesians began their work
in Panj im. As their acti vit ies became
known, many people ca me forward
with ge nerous offers of large tracts of
land. Two plots of land were donated
to the Salesians at xtargao in Salcene.
south Goa. On e was gif ted by the
Hospicio in 1 9~8 at Paj ifond and un­
other by Mr. Jensericc Rebello
at Fatordu. The latter was preferred for
the technical institute.

In 1971. on account of the co mplexity
of works , the technical sect ion of
Pnnjim WilS sh ifted to Fotorda. This
shift also marked the silve r jubilee of
the arri val of the Sales ians in Goa. Fr.
Henry Terra. a Spaniard. was entrusted
with the supervision of the construc­
tion of the building and start ing the
project. Later he W:IS assisted by Hro.
Joaquim Lobe (later Fr. Joaquim Loho )
and Fr. Aureo Fern andcs and late
Bro. Consranuus Po. In the directory
of the province of 1973 the identity of
the schoo l is clearly defin ed : "The Don
Bosco Tec hnical School purpo rts to

trai n boys who are unable to complete
thei r high schoo l education."

The institut e co mmenced its activi ties
on July 16. 1973, offering training non­
forma lly in the trades of finer. rnachin­
ist . wel de r. e lectric ia n a nd motor
mechan ic. 11 received a vel)' enco ur­
agi ng response and the nee ds kept
growi ng such that in August 1983 the
fitters' trade was affiliated to the Na­
tional Council for Vocational Training
(NCVT). Government of India. Th is

was largel y due to the unt irin g and
dedicated efforts of Fr. Victor D' Souza
who atte nded to the burea ucratic pa­
per work and the technical expertise
of Bro. Fran k Braganza . Thus the fit­
ters' trade gave the industrial school the
status of an Industrial Train ing Insti­
tute UTI) .

In August 1988. in view of press ing
demands and rapid ly evolving indus­
trial requirements. the electronic me­
cha nic and computer non- form al
co urses were launched.

However due to the increasi ngly COOl­

peritive nature of trade . more recog­
nized qualifications were necessary, es­
pecially in the bigger and bett er sala­
ried co mpanies. Hence in 1991. four
more trades. viz. computer (data prepa­
ration and co mputer software). elect ri­
c ian. welde r and electronic mechanics
were affiliated to NeVT.

Gradually an institution took shape...
one that is. to this day. instrumental in
imp arti ng techn ica l educa tion a nd
building Goa's sportsmen.

The aim of the institute is to provide
the young. es pecia lly those who are
poorer. with a social. moral and tech ­
nical educat ion so as to form the m into
upright ci tize ns. able tofulfil thei r ob ­
ligation s towards God. fami ly an d
country .

To further incu lcate the di gnity of
labour and importance of excellence.
the institute strives to make the train­
ing imparted as much production -c ri-

RECTORS

FR.HE.~RY TORRA

FR. PITER GATIl

FR. DESMOSD PAES

FR.VICTOR D'SOUZA

FR.TIfOMASFER.'iAJ"DES

FR.OLlVIOMIRASDA

FR.MICHAEL MASCARENHAS

FR. ALEXl\1I0 RODRIGUES
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enred as possible. This easily enab les
the trainees to secure good placements
after their courses. Over the past twenty
years. more than 2000 students have
passed out of this institute and have
either secured good jobs or are gain­
fully self employed.

Don Bosco Fatorda is also well known
for its lively Oratory. From the com­
mencement of the Technical Institute.
Fr. Henry TOrTa. following in the steps
of Don Bosco. attracted a large number
of local chi ldre n. Boys thro nged
around him and his Matador van was
always loaded with them wherever he
went. He began a mi lled oratory.
While the brothers took care of the boys
in the oratory the older educated girls
organized games for the little ones and
taught them the rud iment s of good
manne rs. clean liness and gave them
religious instruction. With the help of
Bra. Felix Diniz and later on with the
help of Bro. Savio Seth Dias. rhe daily
Oratory expanded and over a hundred
children fi lled the premise s every
evening. As the number of boys
increased. the number of girls began
to dwind le. In 1978. the few girls that
fr eq uented the Oratory grad ua lly
stopped and only the boys' oratory sur­
vived. The average number fluctuated
between seventy and eighty. These be­
ing mostly school going boys. they
played till 6.00 p.m. after which they
prayed the rosary and then either went
home 10 study. or availed themselves
of the night-study facilities provided by
the institution till 8.00 p.m. The point
system and card system were followed
with attract ive prizes during the Sum­
me r and Winter hol id ays. Later.
Bro. Eulalio Vaz was put in charge of
the oratory. His novel way of using
the playing field to attract. educate and
discipline his young friends. put the
Oratory of Don Bosco Fatorda in the
forefront of Goa's sporting events.
Together wit h Skill s for Progress
(S KIP). he pioneered inno vati ve
schemes to meet the needs of the drop­
out and unemployed youth.

Th e Past-Pupil s' Association was
started by Fr. Peter Gani in the year
1978 with Michael Sequeira as the first
President of the past pupils. In the year
1981- 1982. the past-pupils started a

night technical school for boys work­
ing as helpers in the industries. Jacob
Ferna ndes (now the theatrician Prince
Jacobj. and Augustine Sequeira con­
ducted the course for fitters and at the
end of the year about 12 boys received
certifica tes for a one year course which
enabled them to get better employment
in industries. This was discontinued the
fo llowing year as so me co nfreres
thought it unnecessa ry.

The community of Fatorda also caters
to the spiritua l needs of the neighbour­
hood. A mass is celebrated every Sun­
day. The "Sunday School " was started
in 1988 which in turn made it easier to
organ ise the parents into an apostolic
group which. in 1989. took the shape
of "Salesian Co-operators".

Games and work at
Don Bosco Technical School.

Fatorda.
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activities of this parish. Includ ed in the
pari sh are also one of Pone's large st and
most notorious slums.

Before looking into the handing over
of the parish, it is wort h noting the first
steps that led 10 its establishment. In
Febru ary 1952 . so me of th e Jesuits
from De Nobili Coll ege , Ra mwadi .
sta rted th e Fat ima Tamil Pri ma ry
Schoo l in order to ed ucate the Tamil
ch ildre n of the slums at Yerwada. The
people co mprised very poor and lower
income familie s who had migrated 10
Pone from the neig hbouring distric ts
as we ll as from Tam il Nadu in search
of wo rk. For their spiritual and mate ­
rial needs they generally went to City
Chu rch. situated about 6 kms away in
the cantonment area . Fr. Se bas tian
Mascarenhas. S J . was respon sible for
pro viding a seemingly permanent site
for the schoo l and parish by purchas­
ing a plot o n the bank of the river Mulla
Muta entitled "Aga Khan's o ur-house".
It was e ventually occ upied by the sac­
rista n and his family. Fr. Sebastian re­
sided in a corne r o f the barracks. A
structure of seven cla ssroom s had been
built with the he lp of diocesan funds .
In 1970, the schoo l was co nverted to
an Engli sh med ium schoo l. The pari sh
was dedicated to ' Our Lady, Consoler
of the Affli cted ". It had approximate ly
2.(0) parishioners comprising Marathi,
Tamil, Konkani and Engli sh speaking
commu nities.

In June 1974, the Jesuits handed o ver
this pa rish and Fat ima High School to
the Salesians. Fr. Olivio M iranda was
the first Sa lesian priest in-charge and
Bra . Joseph Mascarenbas was the firs t
Salesian prin cipal. Fou r clerics were
sent to do their college studies . The
co mmunity resided at the Don Bosco
Youth Ce ntre at Koregaon Park.

Once the province of Bombay was es­
tablished. the pressing need was to pro­
vide a suitable place for the college
education of the cle rics. The earl ier ex­
per ime nt o f se nd ing th e m 10 the
Purandare Co llege at Lon vala was un­
successful. The second experiment of
se nd ing th em to Bo mbay colle ges
while residing at Borivili was also dis­
continued . It was then that the idea of
beginning a work in Pune was mooted.
Pune. o ften called the "Oxford of the
East", provided excel lent ed ucat ional
facilit ies. but what was lacking was a
suitable place to house the clerics and
facilitate the ir o n-going formation .

Since this was the first official pre s­
ence in Pune, the bishop , Msgr, Willie
Gomes, had to be approac hed for the
necessary pe rmi ssion . He , with hi s
council welco med the Sa lesians on the
cond itio n that they take up some pas­
toral work in the diocese.The Salesians
agreed, thinking at that time that what
had been solicited was a helping hand
in the neighbouring pari shes. But soon
the bishop made it clear that what he
meant was the entru stme nt of a who le
paris h to the Salesians. He had in mind
the poor parish of Yerwad a with its
numerous proble ms. Th us in 1974, the
Bishop asked the Jesuits to hand it o ver
to the Sale sians. 11 was a vas t territory
that has many historical and national
si tes such as the Aga Khan Palace
whe re Mahatma Gandhi was kept un­
der hou se arrest, the Yerwada Ce ntra l
Jail , wh ere renowned leade rs li ke
Tilak, Maulana Azad, and many other
great freedom fighters were imprisoned
and the Mental Hospital - one of the
o ldest in the country. The parish in­
cludes the internationall y renowned
Papal Seminary with its nearly two
dozen rel igious inst itutes which give
pe riodic assi stance in the apos to lic

1974- 197S

1975- 19TI

19n- 1981

1981·1985

1985 · 1987

SE RVICES:
Parish
School

Chaplaincies

1974
yerwada

ENTRUSTED
1974
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SACRED HEA RT CHURCH
DON BOSCO HIGH SCHOOL

REcroR AND PARISH PRIEST

FR. BO!IolFACE O'SOUZA 1987- 1992
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PARISH PRIFSTS
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The early days lit Yen m dll: the
chapel tprevious page), the school.

the tin shed 'Which SIIffi ced for school
and prayer hall and the blessing of
the foundation stone fo r the church

by Fr. Vigl/I/o.

On Octobe r 9. 1997. tragedy
struck the pari sh through the
sudden and trag ic death of Fr.
Anand Dalmet at Jaitala. He
had worked hard to raise the
standard of the school , eve n
achiev ing a cent percent re­
s ult in the SSC exams of
1996. All the pa rishioners
and students flocked 10attend
the prayers and cere monies
that were conducted in his
honour.Consequently, Fr. Di­
ego Nunes. the pari sh priest
since 199.2. had 10 assume the
role of principal as well. He
ret ained this dual ro le till

May 1998.

Due 10 the increa se in the Catho lic
popu lation along the Nagar road, the
pari sh of Ycrwad a was bifurcated into
two separate pari shes in 1989: Sacred
Heart Church , Yerwuda. which contin­
ues to be run by the Salesians and SI.
Francis de Sa les Church. Shanwadi .
which was handed ove r ID the
Pransah ans.

In 1992, the new Chri stian cemetery
was bl e ssed by Bisho p Val e ria n
D'Souza . This brought great rel ief to
the Catholics of Yerwada who would
otherwise have IQ travel a good 1.2 kms
to Hadapsar for a buria l service.

On October 13. 1993, lhe ~l ultip le Hall
and K.G.Secl ion was inaugurated by
Fr. Maschto.

D' Souza . bishop of Punc blessed the
ne w parish church ded icated to the
Sacred Heart, from whorn the new par·
ish took its name. That same year the
Loop Road in front of the Schoo l was
renamed "Do n Bosco ~larg" .

Fr. Honifuce D'souzu was appointed
pari sh priest and the
first Rector in 1987.
The newschoo l buil ­
ding was erected and
blessed in 1988, the
ce nte na ry yea r o f
Don Bosco's death .
Th e sc hoo l was
shifted from the tin
shed to the pe rma ­
nenl s ite . Mea n­
while . Fr. Edward
D'Souza took over as
the principal.

which formedthe new
school and parish hall.
It was renamed Don
Bosco High School.
During these da ys
many adjustments had
10 bemade. The class­
rooms being so near to
each other. the staff
and students had 10
bear up with ll1any in­
con ven ien ce s . Ye t
there wa s a livel y
spirit o f Involvement

and part icipation in the parish .

The foundation stone for the new par­
ish was blessed by the Rector Major,
Fr. E. vigano . on September 29. 1979.
In June 1 9 8~ . RI. Re v. valerlan

•

,
·
\···

Notwit hstand ing the initi al
set- bac ks . the Sal e sian s
started reachin g out to peo­
ple in the vast parish. Mass
was celebrated ar five centres: the par­
ish church, the mental hospital, the jail,
the air force station ar Lohegaon and
the Cat ho lic co lony and seminary at
Ramwadi. Assisted by the clerics of the
Youth Centre . various initia tives such
as soc ial service and supervised nigh t
study for slum child ren were taken up.

Fr. Ol ivio was succeeded by Fr. P.O.
Th om as a nd the n by Fr. Mic hae l
Mascarenh as in 1977. With his corn­
ing, attempts to acqu ire a pia l for the
pari sh and schoo l were being pursued .
The plot was a kilometre awa y from
the o ld plot on the river hank and had
the adv antage of being closer to the
people of the slums from where most

of the parishioners hailed.The co ntract
for the new property was finalised
on March 8, 1978. The schoo l and
parish hall were shifted to a tin-shed

The early days were vcry lough . The
schoo l till Std . IX was housed in \'ery
poor apartments unfi t for use as class­
roo ms. It lacked adequ ate facilit ies,
had no laboratories or library. It was a
coeducational institute and ca tered 10

the poo rest of the poor. The
church too was in a precari -
ous co ndition. Mass was cel-
ebrated in a classroom with
the co ngregation standi ng
out side . under a tem porary
bamboo shed. Besides these
diffic ult ies, the re we re a
group of tenants "laying in
the prem ises and they used
10 haras s the priests and the
stude nts.

13. _
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Sch ool. In 1985. unde r Fr. Lucas
Mendonca's principalship . the science
sect ion of the j unio r college was
started. The first batch of boys of the
S.S.c. passed with cent percent suc­
cess. with a number of distinctions and
first classes. Aga in in 1987. the first
batch of Don Boseo students passed out
from Std . XII with flying colours.

The cherished dream of the parishion­
ers and their longing for a church was
yet to be realised. With Fr. Salvador
D'Souza appointed as parish priest. this
dream bega n to take shape. On Octo­
ber 4. 1986. the foundation stone of the
churc h was ble ssed by Fr. P. C .
Thomas. Regional Superior of Asia.
The church was blessed and dedicated
to StJohn Boseo by RI. Re". Fr. Francis
Braganza SJ .. Bishop of Baroda. on
Janu ary 22. 1988.

The province felt the urgency of set­
ting up a vocation train ing centre for
Gujarati candidat es who wanted to join
the society. Hence on July 7. 1987. a
beginning was made with a few candi­
dates. A specia l block for these boys
was put up in 1989. The scope was
modified later to cater 10 all candidates
who had a non-English med ium up.
hringing. Passing Std . X was the mini­
mum qua lification. In 1997. this voca ­
tion centre was shifted to Kapadvanj.
Gujarat.

In December 1989. a two storeye d
house was purchased to serve as a hos­
tel preferably for triba l students from
the different mi ssion s surrounding
Baroda. Tribal boys who have started
working. also utilise this facility.

Fr. Roque Fernandes celebrating IIlUJJ

in/he home of II parishione r:

• •
' IJuly 4. 1977. will go down in

the hi story o f Don Bc sco
Baroda as one of the most
memorab le days when the
Don Bosco Schoo l opene d
with the commenceme nt of
the nursery, junior and senior
K.G .cl asse s . T he la rge
number of applications for admissions
was a positive indication of the high
esteem the people had for Satesian edu­
cation. The Daughters of Mary Help
of Chri stians were entrusted with the
task of runnin g the school.

In June 1978. the first phase of the con­
struction of the school building was
completed and the first four primary
classes were started. The school was
blessed on December 10. 1978. The
growth was systematic with one class
added each succeeding year.

On June 24. 1981. the Auxilium Con ­
vent School was opened and the girls
who were stude nts at Don Bosco were
moved there. Similarly. the Salesians
took full cha rge of the Don Bosco

September, ).1. 1972. ma rked the birth
of the Mak arpura pari sh wi th Fr.
Thomas D'Souza as the firs! parish
priest . Thi s was in respon se 10 the spir­
itua l need s of the people in and around
Prarapnagar. Priests from the Bishop' s
House or the nearby Rosary Church
used to celebrate mass in priva te homes
but more had 10 be done to meet the
needs of the par ishioners.

In the same year. ,I public trust under
the name of Divine Child Seva Kendru
was also formed . However. there was
an urgent need for a Cat holic school
and a church . Th e la te bish op of
Baroda.lgnatius D'Souza. invited the
Salesians of the Bombay pro vince. to
adopt the infant parish. Thus Fr. Roque
Fem ande s was sent to take charge as
parish priest on May 2·t 1974.

In 1976. Fr. P. I. Jacob. took
over as the parish priest and
res ided in a rente d hou se
while the constrution of the
parish house was in progress.
The work was completed and
blessed on June 26. 1977. Si­
mutr ane ou sty, construction
on the school building also
commenced.

1974-1915

1915 -1981

1'01

1981- 1983

1983 - 191$5

1985 - 1989

1989 -1992
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The school:
'left) the facade and
'",10.....) as seen f rom the playgrounds.

The people of the parish are a vibrant
mul tili ngual community of four hun­
dred famili e s. fort y of who m are
Gujarat is. Tradit ional activ ities like
altar boys. youth group. Sunday school.
novenas. etc. are encouraged.

The parish is divided into areas wit h a
lead er . Th ese leaders are ca lled for
mont hly meetings and form the Pari sh
Co uncil. There is also a separate fi ­
nance committee . The peop le's part ici­
pation in the runn ing of the parish is
commendable.

Plans for expansion of the school were
taken up during the principalship of Fr.
WiIliam Falcao. He added one more di­
vision to the school and piloted the
building e xtension. Th is project was
blessed by Bishop Godfrey D'Rosario .
S .J . a nd ina ug ura ted by Fr. Ton y
D'souzu. the Provincial o n Ma rch 5.
1988. Another addi tion to the school

was the commerce sec tion of the Jun­
io r College started in June 1996. In
1997. the Maschio Compute r Depart -

• • •-:-:-:- .....

ment orig inally beg un by Fr. Desmond
Pae s wa s up g rad ed . Pre sently. the
school is also ma king effort s to cater
to the Gujarati medium students.

People congregate for a specia l mass
outside the church.
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A nucleus of youngsters from the lo­
ca lity was formed and regular meetings
were: held . An ex tract from the chroni­
cles da ted July 6. 19H reads: "The
feel ing is that there is a great future for
Saleslan work in Poen a". The se words
were indeed prop hetic!

On May 19, 1975. Fr. Tony D'Souza
was pUI in charge of the house. The
first batch of college brothers arrived
to begin the ir coll ege studies. On June
IS, the three students resid ing at the
Papal Seminary shifted to the Youth
Centre . This decision was the result of
Fr. Egid io vigano 's observations.

On July 6. the science batch of those
anend ing junior college at Lonavla ar­
rived to con tinue their studies and un­
dc rgo their pre-novn atc training here .
The com mun ity was as rich in talent
as it was complex • with confreres at
different stages of formation and dif-

attend the neighbouri ng co lleges . Later,
more students arrived. some from other
provinces as well. to pursue their theo­
logical studies at the Papal Athenaeum .
Thus the first community of Don Bosco
Youth Centre was complete. Mean­
while. Bro. Joe Mascarenhas assumed
office as Principal of the Fatima High
School . Yerwada .

Fr. Egidio vigano. then councillor for
fonnation. who visited the house on
Nove mber I, 1974. testified to the zeal
of that initial co mmunity whe n he
wrote in the visitor's book: "In the shon
while that I was here. I was able to see
an ambient for missionary apostolate,
eve n though they lack many necessi­
ties."

Bishop vaterian IrSou:a blesses the Salesian
Catecneucat Centre accompanied by Frs. Tanv..
[YSOIl:.(/ 1I11d Antonio A lessi.

In 1973. Fr. Micnael Mascarenha s was
asked 10 purchase a plot as a residence
for student brothers. The experiment
of sending the brothers to co llege at
Lonavla and Borivili d id not meet with
much success hence Pun e, with its
great possibilities for higher education,
was the best availa ble opt ion.

On March 20.1974. Fr Michael spot­
ted "Hotel Euro pe", a plot that was a
litt le more than two acres with an im­
posing building, owned by Mr. Mo­
hammed Husse in Kochra. The initial
dealings were smooth and cordial. but
later Mr.Kochra created numerou s dif­
ficulties. After prolonged negotia tions
the sale deed was signed on Good Fri­
day, April 10, 1974. Pr.Mic hael and
Bm . Lawrence D'Souza. took posses­
sion of the house that very night. For
the next IWO months, Mr. Ro nnie
Pcreira. the contractor, bega n adjust­
ments and repairs of the house.

On June I. 1974. Fr. Olivio Mira nda
was put in cha rge of the
house and wa-..appointed the
first Salesian parish priest of
the Chu rch of Our Lady, the
Consol e r. Yerwada {the
Bishop of Pune. RI. Rev.
William Comes. had ear lier
asked the Sulesians to take
up this parish with its adjoin­
ing Fatima High School). He
was accompanied by two
boys and a coo k from
Lonavla . The y began work
in earnest to gel the house
ready for use. The first batch
of student-clerics arrived on
June 8. 1974. They were to

In 1965 the Sa lesians set their sights
on the city of Pune . Fr.lgnatius Rubio
.... a:-. asked to buy a plot of land 10 build
a study house for the Salesiun broth ­
ers. After a long search he began ne­
gotiations with Mr. C. M. Jasawalla for
a 10 acre plot al Hadapsar. Before the
dea l could he finalised. however, Fr.
Rubio was transferred to Dihrugarh
and the transaction was shelved .

In 1971 the Provincial Coun cil disap­
proved of the sire since they fe lt that
the city was developing in the oppo­
si te direc tion towards Pi mpr i and
Cbinchwad.
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fere nt acade mic pursuits living under
o ne roo f.

Finall y. Don Bosco Youth Ce ntre was
cano nically erected in August 1976
..... ith Fr. Bened ict Furtado as the firs t
Rector o f the community. Earlier that
year, on the fea st of Don Bosco. RI.
Rev. William Go mes. Bishop of Pune,
laid the foundation stone fora new rest­
dent ial block ,

Fr. Mauro Ca..aron i too k over as Rec­
tor in June 1978 and the new residen ­
tial block wa .. completed in Septem­
ber 1978. The 27 young Salcsians of
the co mmunity ha d more room to
stretch the msel ves. On Octo ber 28 ,
1978, the new bu ilding was blessed by
Fr.Thomas Panakezham. the Regional
Counci llor for Asia. in the presence of
Fr.To ny D'So uza. the Pro vincial of
Bo mbay and Fr.Achimedes Pianazzi.
former General Co uncillor for Studies.

T he o ld buildin g wh ic h fo rmed a
stately faca de 10 the property was con­
vened into the Sulesiun Catechetica l
Cen tre and was bles sed by Rt. Re v,
Valerian D'Souza. Bi..hop of Poona. o n
March 20. 1979. Fr. Wilfred D'Souza
wa.. the first d irector.

The Yo uth Centre wa.. to e xperience
many major changes. Indeed, no house
has changed its scope so qu ick ly and
so drastically as that o f Koregaon Park.

On the fea ..t o f the Sacred Heart . J une

13, 1980, the Studcntate of Philoso·
phy, Divvadaan (God 's Gift). was in­
aug urated by the Pro vinc ial. Fr. Tony
D'Souza . Fr. Mauro continued as Rec­
tor. Fr. Joaquim D'SOUla was appointed
the firs t dean of studies .

Th e community of Don Bosco Youth
Centre was now one large and complex
family co mprising 10 st;IIT members.
10 broth ers pursuing the ir Master 's in
Philo sophy, fo ur bro thers doi ng their
Bachelor' s in Philoso phy at the Pon ­
tifical Athenaeum. 15doin g their Bach­
el or's in Philo so ph y s tud ies a t
Divvadaan and six attending co llege in
Poon a.

The.' co mplex nature of this co mmunity
presented many difficu lties that were
not co nd ucive to the.' all-ro und deve l­
opmenr oft he young Salesia ns. Hence
Divvadhan was shifted to Nashik in
~1ay 19lU .

Meanwhile the.' Salesian Ca techeucat
Ce ntre - with the mono "To tel l people
about the light " - de veloped its pres­
ence and co ntribution to the whole d io­
cese of Pune under the directorship of
Fr. Cyri l de Souza. Th e library was
bu ilt up w ith a range of books. audio
and visual material for catechesis. Pr0­
grammes were created and cond ucted
for catechists in the whole diocese. The
film "Jesus of Nazareth " was a new
source of impetus fo r evangeti zarion.
Th e vast library was catalogued and
cla ssified for the first time so that reo-

pie who used it cou ld have easy access
to its rich resources. A recording stu­
d io served as a mini in-hou se produc­
tio n fac ility to create aud io tracks for
many slide pro g ram mes . Fr. Ia n
Douhon was appointed d irector in 19lU
and wa s succeeded by Fr. Maurice
Figueire do in 1990. By that time the
Sulc sian m ission in ne igh bourin g
Ahmedn agar d istrict was also making
its de mands on the Ca techencal Cen ­
tre . In answer to its needs, Fr, Maur ice
was instructed by the provincial. Fr.
Loddy Pires. 10 make a greater co mri­
but ion to the surround ing Marathi re­
g io n, Fr. Peter Gonsa lves was ap ­
pointed to assist him in this new thrust.
Accordingly, he took the initiative of
estab lish ing Tej -Prasarini (Light Dif­
fuser ), a project to pro mote e vangeli­
sa tion in the verna cular through gOS4
pcl based aud io cassettes .

Since the experiment in the d iffusion
of cassettes was ..he win g results, the
need was felt to repai r and restructure
the o ld stud io. The reno vated studio
was inaugurated o n August 25, 1992.
by Fr. Tho mas Panakezharn. the Re­
gional Councillo r for Asia . The high
point of this venture was a mult imed ia
passio n play organised on the lawns of
the premises in March 1993, with ac­
tors fro m the neighbo uring Gho rpuri
slum and yo uth who lived under the
bridge .

138 _

3.1 HlsII" Dlthe Inslltutlons



In September 1993. a Communication
Depanment o f the Province had to be
estab lished at the Pro vincial House.
vt arunga. and Fr. Peter Goncalves was
assig ned the task of setting it up. He
vo luntee red 10 co ntinue the running
of Tej -Prasar ini from Matu ngu. from
where it ope rates toda y.

Another initiative that must be placed
o n record is the Youth Fe..t initiated by
Fr. la n Doulton and Fr. Kenned y
Salda nha. On November 28. 1993. Tel­
a-Fun. an ex travaganza of rete-games
provided wholeso me e ntertainment
and a value-ba,>ed inreracuo n for the
youth of Puue. Th is event spurred the
organizatio n of the Youth Fest in 199·t,
meant for college and work ing youth.

Yet again. another major change was
to affec t Don Bosco Yo uth Ce ntre. On
June 14. 1996. Fr. Steve Rod ngues.rhe
acting pro vin cial . inau gurated th e
house of studies for the students o f The­
ology. Thi s was the result o f a deci­
sion taken at the Provincial Chapter o f
1992. and co nfirmed by the Superiors
at Rome in 1995. viz.. to dis continu e

training in theo logy at Kristu Jyon Col­
lege. Bangalore . The co mmunity. with
Fr. Loddy Pires as Rector. com prised
ten students pursuing the ir stud ies at
lnana Deepa VidYllpeeth (The Pontifi­
cal Athen aeu m) together with four fi­
nal year M.Ph.. three final year and
three seco nd year college brothers.

From Ju ne 11J97.the Youth Ce ntre be­
ga n to hou se only students of Theo l­
ogy. All other stud ies. whether for de­
gree courses or M.Ph. di plomas. are
now do ne in Nashik.

Finally. a word abo ut the out-reach pro­
grammes conducted by the Youth Ce n­
tre and Catecheticul Centre . Twen ty­
three years have passed since the first
Sale slans arrived in Pune . Yet in this
short tim e many yo ung people have
bee n touched by its serv ices . From the
very beginning the yo ung Sa lesia ns
have ventured into pa rish work and
yo uth develo pment. Work fo r the
marginalised yo uth has co ntinued in
the Yerwada Remand Home or on the
stations. or until recen tly in front of the
Ce ntre to the youth under the bridge

(affec tio nate ly ca lled the "pool-Le­
lIeeche"). A Balwadi too was run for
poor c h ild re n. BUI prese ntly. th e
Balwndi is discontinu ed as the people
living under the bridg e ha ve be e n
e victed by the Municipal Corporation.

Th e Salesians have contributed a lot to
the d iocese in the field of catechctics
as we ll . Practicall y e ve ry catho lic
yo uth in Pune, d uring the last fiftee n
ye ars ha s undergone some fo rm of
training at the Sale slan Cerecherical
Centre e it her th rou gh va lu e o r
carechetical animation. The Centre or­
ganises retreats, reco llecti ons. semi­
nars. leadership camps, live-in camps
and orientatio n programmes for the stu­
dents. and various training programmes
for teachers and carechisrs. Since 1987.
the Ce ntre ha s also been organ ising a
"Fa ith Sharing Day" for catholic stu­
de nts of Std. X in d ifferent zones of
the diocese. Th e stude nts learn to in­
teract and become aware of the im­
port ance of their role in the mission of
the church.

Tile first h(//cll ofclerics to Jt/fdy tlleology within tile province (at JD V, Pune ,. Photographed he re lI"itll staffand province
heads: (jm m 1e11 to right) Frs. Kennedv SI/Man ha. Edwin V 'soll:a (Provincial Economer], TOIlY f)'Soll:,a (Pml'ind "O.
Sieve Rodrigues ( Vice l'm l'il/cil/ !). Loddy Pin's (Rector] Nelson Fatcao 11I/(1 (,/i recrly above him) Egidio Pernundes.
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spo nsored drought relief project which
through a "seed bank " enab les farmers
to purchase in the month of June seeds,
fertilizers and pes ticides as per their re­
qui remen ts. Th ey repay the bank the
amount in March of the follo .....ing year,
withou t interes t; CRS food-fo r-work
projects have enabled the co nstruction
of houses (834 ). da ms (9 ), lakes (2),
new well s (233), deepe ning of o ld
wells (58) and leve lling and hund ing
of land. Pump co-operatives compris­
ing of)() farmers per co-operative have
been set up to e nable them yie ld a sec­
ond crop. Sixteen such cooperatives are
formed so far. Furthermore. a Village
Prim ary Education Proj ect (VPEP) is
conducted in 20 villages by ex-students
of the ed uca ted unemployed. Med ical
faci lities are offered : bh ajan singi ng
and ka th-kirtan every Saturday and
Sunday help to build c ulture and unity.

T hese educat ional and deve lopment
plan s arc taken up with a view to he lp­
ing the Rathwas believe in them selve s
and in their culture and thus pre vent
migra tion 10 ci ties where they are of­
ten exploited .

Further growth, expansion and devel­
opment is currently taking place. A eo­
operative is es tabl ished and Integrated
Watershed De velop ment Programmes
are go ing on in some vill ages.

A compute r centre for the school has
been added . A hostel for college -go­
ing boys has begun at Fatehp ura. The
mission has spread into the Tanakla
are a as well.

In 1979. Fr. Byron D'Souza wa s asked
to study the possibili ty of a Salesian
pre sence here. In 1981 the mission was
officially taken over by the Sales ians.
The house of Chhota wa s canonically
erec ted with Fr. Byron as its first par ­
ish priest and Rector in 1982.

The aim of the mission was to procla im
the kingdom of God through integral
educa tion and devel op ment.

Accordingly, in the education sec to r, a
varie ty of works were undertaken : a
boa rding - consisting of approximately
250 boys from 56 villages; a three year
non-formal technical institut e (offering
weld ing. ca rpe ntry. tailoring. electri ­
cian COUThes); a co-ed school from Std.
V 10 X having over 500studenls: a hos­
tel fo r 35 college boys in the town: a
pari sh that cares for 75 Catho lics fro m
Kheda Distr ict; oratori es co nd ucted in
12 ne ighbo uring villages by the hoa rd­
ers themsel ves and an annual yout h fes­
tival.

In the development sector. the fo llow­
ing wo rks are undertak en : T he Lok
Seva Kendra is the non-formal. rural
ou rreacb programme where 7 villages
have resident masters who teach chil­
dren for two hours daily: a ~IISEREOR

The church involvement in Chhota
Udepu r, an area dominated by the
Ra thwa tribal popu la tion. began in
197-4. A diocesan prie st together with
the JMJ Sisters visited Kavra village
on a med ica l mission. In 1975 the
Catholic Church and Lok Se va Kendra
Tru st Societies were established. Th e
d iocesan priest resided at a gue st house
and started a boarding for 35 boys. The
Sis ters began a boarding for g irls with
j ust five entrants.

1981-88,......
,""-

' SER V/CES:
Parish

Boarding
Primary and Secondary School

Higher Secondary School
Eve ning Study Classes

Vocation Training School
Computer Courses

Hostel fo r Col/ege boys
Village Education Project

Mission eel/Ire

ESTA BUSHED
/ 975

RE(i'ORS

FR.A."ffi{O:'\Y D'SILVA

FR. STA.\~"Y FERRElRA

FR. ElSO:\ BARREITO
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ARCHfJlOCESE OF BO.\/BAY

BOS CO BO YS ' IfQM f:

ESTABLISHED
1976

ditional floor would consist of a spa­
cious dormitory. a hall and an adjacent
class roo m. The existing dormitory
wou ld be conve rted into six Jiving
rooms. The workshops were relocated.
each of them having and exit on the
outside of the building. The carpe ntry
department wou ld finally have their
separate work shop. Besides these.
other minor adjustments were made to
the existing structure.

It is worth noting that while these re­
pairs were being carried out. the board­
ing as well as the workshops carried
on as usual inspi re of several hardships
faced by the confreres as well as the
boys .

B8 H began as an alternative to fo rmal
schooling. The boys were taught a tech­
nical trade without going through the
rigours ofl eaming details of it's theory.
Bro. Rocha taught the boys a trade - he
himself was skilled at book binding.
wi th a scope clearly different from that
of a reg ular school/boarding. Bro.
Rocba now accompanied by Bro. J.
Chowri • a master craftsman him..elf.
(1977) introd uced welding. a trade
which has been very popular ever since.
In 1978. Fr. Denzil Vaz bought sewing
machines to begin a tailoring depart­
ment. He also introduced the carpen­
try department. and screen-printing as
a hobby activity. Over the years it was
realbed that boo k bindi ng. screen­
printing and tailoring were too delicate
trades to be handled by the Bosco boys
and were consequently closed. Realis­
ing the growing demand for motor­

mechanics. in 1993. Fr. Boseo with the
help of Fr. Anaclete D'Mello <Princi­
pal. Don Bcsco High School, Borivili)
worked out a plan along with a parish­
ioner who was a skilled and experi­
enced mechanic. to introduce this trade
in 8BH. From 1996 BBH started the
electrical departmen t. This is a part­
time trade held in the afternoons for a
pe riod of one year. The first batch of
27 s tude nts appeare d for the
Yeshwantrao Chavan Open University
(Nas hik) exams. This was the first time
in the history of BBH that boys ap­
peared for an external go vern ment
exam and passed success fully.

Aware of the boys' natural aversion for
formal education and it's importance

,.,

After the insp iration o f Don Bosco who
reached DuI 10 the emarginated youth
of his days wi th his uniq ue pre ventive
system of education. the Salesians of
the provinceof Bombay were eager 10
begin a wo rk for underpr ivil eged
youth. In 1976. Bro. Ambony Rocha
was asked 10 start a non-formal trade
schoo l for such youth in Bombay . Th us
Bosco Boys' Home (BSH ) was born .

Since the apostolic boarding had been
shifted to Lonavla the previous year.
the boa rding premi ses was initia lly
used to house these dep rived youth.
The following year ( 1977) a boarding
for poor school-going boys was started
and so BBH ..hifted residence to the old
school building across the street. This
provided the bo ys the freed om to
gradually develop in an environment
comfortable to them ..elves. Initially
consis ting of just schoo l dropout s.
BBH gradually began to include boys
of other categories as well. Between the
years 1982 - 1987 there were hostel
boys (either working. or studying in St.
Joseph's Kur1a. or in college I. small
boys who atte nded the mun icipa l
schoo ls in Borivili. and bigger boys
who were learning their trades in the
workshops at BBH. By 1987 all these
categories slowly decreased to consist
of only school dropouts. with no age
barri er. By 1992 boys 1-1 years and
abov e were being admitted . Another
new di mension was the admissi on
given to street boys from Shelter Don'
Bosco.These boys were gi ven another
opportunity to improve their lives by
learning a trade and thus become hones
and responsible men. This policy of
taking in street boys has proved to be
succes..ful and till date around five so­
cial welfare centres regularly send their
boys 10 BBH.

An important milestone in the history
of SB H was the renovation and exten­
sion of the existing building. For a long
time BBH was in need of major repairs
like water-proofing. plumbing. sanita­
tion and relocation of the work-shops.
The boys were also lacking an adequate
space for recreation indoors. On April
12. 1996. after endless meetings. dis­
cus..ions and requests. the Provincial
and his council approved the repairs
and extension works in BBH. The ad-

19'17 ·
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1981- 1983
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1987- 1988
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still uppermost in the conrrere's mind.
another novel idea took shape in BBH
( 1977). For some years now.there was
a growing need for a transitional house
for the orp hans of Dominic Savio's
Andheri . Hav ing finished the ir aca ­
dem ic studies. they could not continue
to stay in the institution: yet they were
not really ready to ente r the world of
work alone. The guiding presence of
the Sa lesia ns. and a place to call home
at the end of the day for these young
workers was ea rnes tly need ed. and
what bette r place than BBH. Having
spent years in a Saleslan institute. these
young hostclites would return the care
shown to them by spending their eve­
nings teaching the Bosco boys who
didn't know to read and write. Be ing
given individual academ ic aneruion.
..orne of these dropouts returned to the
local municipal schools. Thus the sys­
tematic education of these boys was
provided for as long as the hoste l was
in existence. Since there was a varied
group of boys. there wa !'O also a varied
time table . xtaimaining one time table
for all wa.. practically impossible. In
the process the hostel boys were slowly
phased out. The municipal school boys
( 10- 13 yrs.). were taught at home. The
age limi t (14 -18 yrs.) and the category
of boys (street boys and school drop­
outs ) was finally fixed. BBH thus be­
came a homo genou s group in 1991.

Whe n the hostel wa s phase d ou t in
199 1. the serv ices of volunteers from
the parish was sought. From 1997 BBH
has begun a non formal schoo ling sys­
tem for the boys who are divided into
different categories according to their
mental capacity. Cla sses are held on a
regular basis between 1.30 and 4.30
p.rn. with two committed teachers on
the stafT.

Besides those in charge, and the cler­
ics who pro vide the boys with broth­
erly companionship over the years , the
services of Fr. Egtdus Falcuo ( 1984­
19S5). Fr. Elxon Bare1l0 (1985 - 19S6).
and Fr. Donun ic Lisbon (199 12- 1995 )
need to be acknow ledged in a special
way. At the moment. FT. Anthony
San ta rita ( 199 5 - I. and Fr. Jude
D'Mello along with Fr. Bosco Pereira
comprise the community of BBH.

From. 1980 10 1984 a hostel for or­
phans and semi-orphans was run espe­
cially for those who atte nded techni­
ca l courses or those boys who were
working and had no place to stay.There
were about 23 inmates. A dub was also
sta rted for the youth of the neighbour­
hood. The number touched 250.

Until 1995 Bo..cu Boys' Home was a
part of the community of Don Bosco
High Sc hool. In
1995 the commu­
nity was made in­
dependent and Fr.
Bosco Pereira was
put in charge. In
1997 t he hou se
was ca nonically
approved and Fr.
Bosco was made
the first Rector of
Bo vco Bo ys'
Home.

Ho sco Bo ys '
Home is an alter­
native to formal
schoo ling. It is a
re s po nse 10 th e
ma ny forms of
yo uth cma rg lna­
tio n in Bombay
such as sc hoo l
dropout s. those
wh o had never
been to school and
..t reet bo ys .
Th rough the de­
velopment of vo­
cational skills it
enhances "CIf es ­
teem and se lf
wo rt h in th ese
adolesce nt youth.
It c hun ne lis es
their energ ies to­
wards productiv­
ity by respecting
the abilities and
learning pace of
eac h in di vid ual
boy. Some of the
co urs es o ffere d
are weldin g, car­
pen try. elec trical
trades. motor me­
chanics. plumbing
and ta ilo r ing .

Abo ve all. like the gymnastic training
that fonns part of their extracurricular
education. the boy .. at Bo..eo Boys'
Home learn the delicate art of balanc­
ing the ir fragile lives in an environ­
ment that gravi tates towards increas­
ing competition and commercialise­
tion.

Marginalized ."ollt1l learn the
value ofdiscipline and hurd work

lit Bosco Bo.\'.f' Home.
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The Bombay Provincial Chapter of
Janu ary 1977 dec ided that it wa .. time
the Province had its own novitiate at
Nashik. 11 .....as fe lt that every no vice
belongi ng to Bombay must heplunged
as early as possible into the cul tural
realities o f the reg ion where he wou ld
live and wor k as a mature apost le.

S ashik was favoured as it offered the
novices an opportunity for deep spir­
itua l e nrichment amidst an exposure to
Indian cult ure and spirituality. Nashik
i.. a city sacred 10 the Hindu.. for its
river Goda vari. the bathing place at
Punchavati. and Tnmbakeshwar. It is
rich in cultural and re ligious tradi tions .
It offers the possibilities of urba n and
rura l expo sure.

But there was another co mpelling rea­
so n. The province own ed two plot s o f
land measuring ~3 acres in Nashik.
Th ese were purcha sed by Fr. Aurelius
Maschio an d Fr. Ignatius Rub io on
December 22, 1902 when Fr. Hubert
D 'Rosari o was the Rector of Do n
Bosco . Mutungu. Th e property was
o rig ina lly inten ded fo r a tec hnical
schoo l, part icular ly for the train ing of
coadjutor brothers.

From 1963 to 1973 no Salesian vis ited
the site and the care of the plot was left
to the good ness of the wa tc hma n
Sukdev Gnyanu Barde and his family.
Th e de vel opm ent wa s time-barred .
Cases to recover possession of the land
were fought in the Nashik court and
agai nst the Mahamshtra Town Plan ­
ning Act. After .3 years of negot iations.
that is. arou nd May 1977, Fr. ~fichael

Mascarenha..., the provincial ecnnomc r,
wa.. able to salvage the possession of
mo..t of the land by a hurri ed "rna...te r
development plan".

The co nstruc tion of the novitiate be­
gan in September of that year and was
partl y completed by :-'1 ay 27, 1978,
when the first batch of 19 novices ar­
rived . Fr. Jo..eph Casu was appoi nted
Rector and Novice Master. He was
assisted by Fr. To n)' Fcm and es. Fr.
Cyril D'Souza, Bm. Robe rt Dies and Cl.
Diego Nunes.

The inauguration by the provincial. Fr.
Ton y D'Sou za. coi nc ide d wi th the
Golden Jubilee Year of Salesian work in
the ci ty of Bombay.

B UI soon the need was felt to transfer
the phi losophate. tnvyadaan. fro m
Pune to Nashik. The plan was to offer
Divyudaa n the available space and to
build a new build ing for the novitiate
on the Nashik campus, o ne that would
be separate from the al ready es tab­
lished build ing .

May 2~. 1984. marked the tran sfer o f
Divvodaan from Pune to Nashik whil e
the no vitiate was sh ifted to the new
block which was called Salesian Train­
ing Institute (S,T.I.),

The beginnings were hard . The bu ild­
ing was only part ia lly completed. The
dormitory which was finished earlier
was the only inhabi table roo m in the
ne w block.

Right from the start effo rts had been
made to offer the novices a Sa lesian
rel ig ious experience through prayer.
study, re fle c t io n a nd the Sunday
apostolate among the poor YO Ulh.

September /6. / 974, Iw rk
commences at the site

~onCE ~L\STER · RECTOR

FR.JOSEPH CAST1

FRlA.xFlGltJREDO

PARl~H PRIf.\'T

FR.LONGl\'USNAZARETH

FR.NEL'illN CARVAlHO
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Appro xim atel y 3 19 novices have
passed throu gh the Salesi an Tra ining
Institute. Till the year 1990 there was a
small group of novices from Madras,
To date, from the batches of 1978 IQ

1985 there are 55 priests :lm.l5 Salesian
brothers working in our pro vince and
in the vice province of East Africa.

The /Jon Bosco Parish:

An officia l commu nic a tion by Fr.
Aubrey Mascarcnhas. S. 1.. the Vicar
of the Holy Cros s Parish on Febru ary
8, 1985. ope ned up the novitiate chapel
as a Mass Centre 10 the Cat holic popu­
lation surrounding the property.

However. due to the incre ase in popu­
lation as well as the remoteness from
the mother paris h. this mass centre was
given full parish status onJune 16. 199 1.
The parish was solemnly blessed by
Bishop Thomas Bhale rao, wi th Fr.
Longinus Nazareth as the first parish
priest and Fr. Kenneth Pereira as his
assista nt.

The first batch ofNovices of the Provin ce of Bombay photog raphed after their
retreat together with their superiors (seated [mm left) - Bro. Diego Nunes, Fr.
Rosor io Krishnoraj (Retreat Preacher], Fr. ) o.\eph Out; [Novice !'tttw n ), Fr.
Cyril D'Sou:a (/IId Bro. Rohert Dias.

The Satpur Industrial Estate area where
the low-income group of the parish re­
sides. offers adequate scope for serv­
ice to the young and the rOM.

DOl' Bosco Sl'h(I(JI:

Histo ry was writt en in a silent manner
on June 2~ . 1996. in a busy corner of
the Don Bosco Road. The Don Bosco
School for boys was started on this day,
its first Pr inc ip al be ing a vetera n
Salesian, Bro . Thomas Puthur. Al­
though incomplete, the school with 120
boys on its ro ll from K.G. lo Std. .I was
officially inaugurated in the presence
of Rt. Rev. Thomas Bhalerao. Bishop
of Nashik. At this time the help ex­
tended in many ways by the Salesian
Sisters at Maria Vihar right from the
inception of the school was invaluable.

Presently. two elegant buildings are
nearing completion. one for the Don
Bosco School and the o ther for the
parish. youth ce ntre, staff and Salesian
residence. It will also hou se young
Salesians who arc attending college.

3,1 History 8' IheInsrttutlDns
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STA TE OF MAHARASHTRA

DlVYADAAN

ESTA BLISHED
1980

TRANSFERRED TO NASHlK
1984

was inaugura ted in June 1996: it o ffers
a specialization in ed ucation and so­
cia l co mmunicat ion. with the hope of
e ncourag ing a specifically Sa lesian
contribution in these area s to the coun­
try and church in India.

Simultaneou sly. the B.Ph. course has
also bee n ope ned up to extem s. eccle ­
sias tical and lay Christians as well as
non-C hristians.

For some yea rs now the teaching body
has inclu ded lay peop le, both men and
women . The experi ence has bee n \ ery
enrich ing and pos itive . Two of the
teachers are Ph.D's. and have already
offe red courses o n the M.Ph. le vel.

Since 1980. the Institute has also been
publ ish ing a journa l e nti tled
Divvadaan: Journal of Philosophy.
Th e jo urna l beg an as an an nual . but
since 1996 it is being publ ished twice a
year under the title Divyaaaan : Jour­
nal of Philosophy and Education. Be­
gun by Fr. Joaquim D'Souza. the gen­
e ral ed ito r is currently Fr. Alban o
Fernandes.

Mention must also be made of the farm
which contributes to the up keep of the
hou se. The vineyard was beg un under
Fr. Anaclete D'Mello: significant con­
tribu tions were made by Fr.Vict o r
D'Souza. Bro. Lud vik Zabret and Fr.
George Quad ros. Presentl y. it is being
man aged by Bro. Vincent Nigre l.

The Institute is a mere 16 years old ; it
is still too ear ly to write about its his­
torical impact . Heuristically however,
we might indicate the possible area s of
impact on the neighbourhood through
the festive oratories. classes in neigh­
bouring schoo ls (moral scie nce. cat­
echism, sco uting). the da ily club. the
summer club. tourn aments. the chap­
laincies, seminars cond ucted for schoo l
teachers, and lately the external stu­
de nts. On the provincial level there is
the ob vious impact through the young
Salesia ns who have been formed in
Divyadaan . On the national or inter­
provin cial level, there have been stu­
dents in Divyadaan from other Salesian
provinces in India (includ ing students
fro m Sri Lank a) since the very begin­
ning. and in the last few years the ir
number has increased conside rably.

Our province had been sending our
brothers 10 Yercaud for philosophy. Fr.
Tony D'Souza. the then prov incia l.
pushed for our ow n philosophate. with
th e int ent ion o f e ns ur ing a more
conrextualised formation.Thus, in June
1980. Oivyodaa n: Sates/an Institute of
Philosophy was erected within the al­
ready existing house, Don Bosco Youth
Ce ntre. Pune . It was to be a house of
immed iate post-noviti ate formation for
our province. Fr. Mauro Casarotti, who
was already Rector of Don Bosco Youth
Ce ntre . beca me Rector also of the stu­
dents of Philoso ph y. Fr . Joaquim
D' Souza was the first Dean.

Fr. Joaquim immediately initiated pro­
cedure s for affiliating the institute to
the Sa lesian Pontifical Unive rsity in
Rome. The decree granting affiliation
ad experimentum for a period of 5 years
was ob tained in 1982 (cf. decree of the
Sacred Co ngregat ion for Ca tholic Edu­
cat ion. prot. n. 130182. dated 6 Febru­
ary 1982). It was renewed in 1987 for a
further period of 5 years . and in 1992
for 10 yea rs.

As or March 2 1. 1996. permission was
obtai ned from the Faculty of Philoso­
phy o f the Salesian Pontifical Univer­
sity. Rome. to begin an M.Ph . course
on an experimental basis. The course

In the meantime. numbers were ircreas­
ing. and the co mmunity of Don Bosco
Youth Centre had become complex (be­
sides those doing B.Ph. in Divyadaan,
there were also M .Ph . stude nts fre ­
q uenting Jnana Deepu vidva peem ,
and college stude nts) . Th e need was
felt to shift the B.Ph. course elsewhere .
Acco rding ly . o n Ma y 24 . 19 84.
Divyadaan was shifted to its presen t
site at Don Bosco Marg. Nas hik. Th e
novitiate shifled to a new building on
the sa me ca mpus. whi le Di vyada an
mo ved into the ex isting building. Th e
library. so meticulo usly bu ilt up in Pune
by Fr. Chrys Salda nha . was brought to
Nashi k and housed temporarily in the
hall. until the new library wing was com ­
pleted in January 1987.

In 199 1 need was felt for an add itional
do rmitory and rooms. Construction be­
ga n in 199 2. but was comple ted only in
19'J6.1980 - 1981

1981- 1987

1987- 1991

199 1- 1~

1994 -

SERVICES:
Studentate of Philosophy

offering B.Ph., M .Ph. Degrees
library Facility

CANONICA LLY ERECTED
(PUN E) 1980

1980
nashik

DIOCESE OF PUNE
(/980- 1984)

NASHlK
(/984 - )

REcmRS

FR.MAUROCASARaITl

FR.JOAQUL\1D'SOUZA

FR. EUAS DlAS

FR. v)sCE'ir RASQUNIA

FRIVOCOELHO
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r il l' shed tha t served as a dispensa ry and wel.f

later converted into St. AlI1hony's Chapel.

1981
wadala

east

ST DOMINICSA YlOCHUKCH

WORK BEGUN
1962

PARIS II ESTA BLlSIIED
1981

CANONICALLI' ERECTED
1985

A RCII/JIOCESE OF BOMBAI'

STATE OF MA IIARASIITRA

SERVICES:
Parish

Evening Classes
Social Uelfare Proj ects

Balwadi
WDispensar)'

P..\RL~ H PRILI\T

FR.MATHEWTHALASA1'OY 1981 -1 9~

FR.WILFREDD'SOUZA 19~ - 19R5

RECTOR. PUISH PRIEST

FR. WILFREOD'SOUlA 1985· 19&8

FR.ALOYSIUSFURTADO 1988 ·1994

FR.EGIDIOfER,o,;A~DES Im· 1996

fR.LAWKF....CE IYSOt'ZA 1996 ·

3.1 History ollhe Inslltutlons

The origins of Dominic Savic Church.
w adula East dale hack to 196 2. Fr.
Mathew Thalanuny, the assistant par­
ish priest at O ur Lady o f Dolou rs
Church. Wadala west. ventured out on
his pastoral visus through the slums of
Anto p Hill . He had 10 cross the Wadala
Railway Station (Harbour branch) and
walk in his cassoc k through the slushy
dirt-gullies in an area which had be­
co me a sy no nym fo r smugg li ng .
wago n-looting. goondaism and other
social evils.

One day Fr. Mathc w chanced upon a
large masonl)' cross standing in an area
of Amop Hill which had bee n co n­
vetted into an open lavatory. Further
investigu non revealed that the cross
was part of the former chapel
of an o ld. abando ned Christian
ce me tery. no w cove red by
hutme nts. whose residems had
bee n e nterprising enough to
sell off the tombstones.rhus de­
stroyi ng eve ry sig n of th e
fo rmer cemetery.

There Fr. Marhew first pu t up
a small shed which was burnt
down by miscrean ts. Then in
19h6 he built another shed of
tile and tin and opened a free
dispe nsary. This const ruction
was blessed by A ux iliary
Bishop \Villiam Games. In this
s hed M ass was provided fo r the
hutmen t dwe llers who were too poor
10 frequent the Wadula parish chu rch .
In 19U . with the help of the peo ple of
the place. the shed was replaced by a
small. but durab le chapel of brick . dedi­
cate d to SI. Anthon y. Thi s chapel co n­
tinues tu be used for prayers and W (If '

ship.

Mea nwhile. FT. Mathe w was on the
loo k out for a bigger piece of land to
construct a better chapel. He was sur­
prised to learn that a port ion of exposed
land which was used as a garba ge dump
belonged 10 the church. The land meas­
ured some 1800 sq. yards and was situ­
ated in the midst of a slum. On it he
put up a shed. which served not only
li S a Mass ce ntre, but also as a study.
hall and a dispensary.

From 1968 10 1978 Fr. xtmhew at­
tended to the needs of the people ofth is

slum who gathered at this ce ntre. al­
though he continued to res ide at the
parish on the West. Gradua lly. around
the sl um grew Housing Soc ieties ­
Ma rga ret , Eucre s s , Do lo urs a nd
Auxi lium - which brought into the fu­
lure parish a large number of Ca tholic
families. Other large housing colon ies
within the parish arc the Bombay Port
Trust Quarters to the south. and the
Ce ntral Government Servant Quarters
(reputed ly the largest in Asia ) to the
north.

On Decembe r 8. 1978. Arch bishop
Pirne nta laid the foundation stone of
the church at the sill' o f the Mass cen ­
tre . The buildin g wor k began and took
less than three years to be com pleted.

On Jun e I, 1981 it was esta blished as a
Pari sh Unit . Auxilia r y . Bishop
Longinus Pereira blessed this church
on August 22. 198 1 and rhe new par·
ish ofSt. Dom inic Savio was born with
Fr. Marhew Thalanany as its first Par­
ish Priest assis ted by Frs. E. Fcrnandes.
Mich ae l M ascurc nhas and Nel son
Carvatho.

Fr. Wilfred D'Souza was appoi nted the
new parish priest in 198-t A year later
Dom inic Savio's Church was given ca­
nonical status and Fr. Wilfred beca me
the first Rector of Anlop Hill Parish.

Much of the parish contac ts were es­
tablished at the variou s contact poin ts
such as SI. Anthony's Chapel (Mu­
do nna Colony). Our Lady of Fatima
Chapel (Fa tima Kovil ), Mary Help of
Christians Chapel (Vijayanagar). and
the Himmatnagar Chapel. Mass was
celebrated at these places once a week.



Catech ism classes. prayers. Legion of
Mary meetings. study classes were
conducted here . The se places also
served as contact points for social de­
vetopmenr activities of the parish.

Fr. Aloy sius Furlado succeeded
Fr.Wilfred D'Souza in June 1988. Dur­
ing his term he emphasized participa­
tion of the parishioners in various ac­
tivities of the parish. He took personal
interest in the singing at the masses.

On August ..t. 1992 a propo sal for a
school buildin g was first put forth for
study. Fr. Aloysius pursued the matter
with Cardinal Simon Pimenta who
made some recommendations.The pro­
posal is still under consideration.

The Rector Major. Fr. E. Vigano vis-

ited the parish on November 19. 1992
and was wann ly welcomed by the pa­
rishioners.

Fr. Christopher Brien did commend­
able relief work during the riots. Many
parishioners came forward to help.The
newly constructed tenements for the
riot victims was inaugurated on Octo­
her 3. 1993.

Frs. Aloysius. Egid io and Ajoy began
training the sharing for Bible classes.
There was a modest yet enthusiastic
response. The Bosco funfair and the
Savion Nite were two annual events
organised by the parishioners on the
Don Bosco Matunga grounds.The fan­
fare of October 1993 was particularly
memorable.

On January 10. 199-l. a fatal attack. was
waged by fundament ali st s on the
Fatima Kovil parishioners . Many were
wounded and SOrTM: arrested. The statue
of our Lady installed in a glass cabinet
in front of the chapel was desecrated.
Fr. Aloysius and Fr. Chisto pher met
the leaders of the community as well
as the police and tried 10 negotiate a
sett lement. The parish collected funds
to release those Christians unjustly ar­
rested on bail. The local government
offic ials were approached and the har­
assment which finally subsided.

Fr. Egidio Pernandes took over as the
new Rector and Parish Priest in June
199..t .

The death of Fr. Desmond Paes. the as­
sistant parish priest sent the whole par­
ish into mourn ing. The entire parish
congregated for his funeral mass at the
Shrine at Don Bosco's. Matunga and
for his burial at the Sewri cemet ery.

Fr. Lawrence D'Souza succeeded Fr.
Egidio Fernandcs as the Parish Priest
togethe r wit h Frs . Ele uthc ri us
Fernandes . Mathew Thalanany, John
Samala and Raphel Lobo as assis tant
parish priests.

A "ie ll' of the Salesian presence at
Uadala East before and af ter the

Church was Jet Ill).
(below) Fr. Matthew and Fr. Jua n
vecchi. then Councillor for Yourh

Apostolate, lOur the ,~/I/IIIJ .
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Fernandes the parish priest of Umreth.
Th ey also had to cater to the spiritual
needs of the Catholic s of the area who
were considered low caste. Because of
this stro ng caste co nscio usness. be ­
friending and involvin g oneself in the
lives of the Thakors was not easy. Fr.
Avil Rod rigues ca me to Dakor after
Frs. Ber ne and Viren were transferred .
In 1996 Fr. Michac! Femundes replaced
Fr. Avil a nd the ne xt year he took
cha rge of the mission with Fr. Elson to
help him.

On January 21. 1988. a mee ting was
called to d isce rn whe ther the Saleslan s
should continue in Dakor. The dec ision
was in favour of co ntinuing. It was de­
c ided that a schoo l be set up .

Con struct ion work began in 1988 once
the non-agricultu ral certificate was ob­
tained. On Febru ary 15. 1988. work be­
ga n on the new hoste l and a year later
the primary schoo l com menced with
clas ses fro m V 10 VII. Th e pe rmission
to begin the schoo l was obtained 011

September 17. 19 89 . The new ly co n­
structed hostel served to hou se the
boarders as well as the school ch ildren.
Finall y. on Februar y 21.1 990. Fr.
Aurelius xtaschio arri ved from Bom­
bay to bless the new schoo l bui lding.
The schoo l cat ers to the education of
the ch ildren in the neighbourhood as
well as from far off villages .

In 199 1, Fr. Mic hucl Fernandes was
made the first Rector.

O ve r the years the strength of the
board ing incre ased as the schoo l got
popular. Hence in 1996. the wor k of
construc tion o n a further exten ... ion of
the boardi ng .....as undert aken.

RI. Rev. Cha rles Oc mes. Bishop of
Ahmedabad invited the Salesians to his
diocese. AI first he offered them the
parish o f Saharmati in Ahmed ab ad bu t
the Provinci al asked fo r a mission sta­
tion instead . The bishop then proposed
10 divide the Umrcth parish and give
the Salesians Dakor. Th us in 191\0. Fr.

Ivan D' Sonza WH S sent to Dakor to
study the possibility of establishing a
Salesian presence there. He was nffi ­
cially on supply 10 the parish of Umret h
He was an assistant parish priest and
helped 10 run a hoarding for the Thakor
boys which wa ... be ing run by the par­
ish in a rented bu ngalo w consis ting of
tw o fl at " (si x s ma ll room s ) in
Mah ala xr ni Society. Dakor. The board­
en; attended a school in the town.

In 1981. the Dakor pari sh with about
500 Catho lics was handed ove r to the
Salevians. Fr. P.e. Jucob the pa rish
priest of Baroda undertoo k to maintain
the house of Dakor,

In 198 1. Fr. Cyril ljSou za was scmto
as"i"t Fr. lvan. Frs. Bcnro and Vivian
Couns came the follow ing yea r and
very soon land wa s acquired on the out­
skir ts o f Dak or tow n a lo ng th e
Kapadvanj road . A small shed soo n
came up which housed both confreres
and boarders. Th ey put up with man y
inconveniences.Th e Provincial and his
council appro ved of a boarding cum
non -formaltec hnical section to bebuilt
at Dakor. But because oftec hnica l d if­
ficulties permission could not be o b­
tai ned.

During these years. the fathers carried
on the work among the Th akors. some
of whom had already been initiated into
th e ca tec hurne na te by Fr. Pe ter

199t-I'm

''''' .

1981· 1981

1987·1991

SERVICES:
School

Boarding
Chaplaincies

Village Mission Centres

IS·CHARGE

FR.IVA." D'SQUZA

FR,MICHAELFERNASDES

RECTOR

FR. MICHAFl. FER.xA....OES
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In 1983. Fr. Micb uc l was sent to Goa
10 study the possibilities of starti ng a
Salesian presence in the Sawanrwadi
region of. the then Rarnagiri District.
After a bit of scouting arou nd 10 find a
suitable place. he decided to slay in
Nerur, Kudal. a unit of the vengurla
paris h a nd ::!O kmv . no rth o f
Sawantwadi . An o ld c ha pe l was
handed to the Sa lesian .. and after some
repairs and adjustments. Fr. Michael
we nt to reside there in November. The
bishop visited this place on Nove mber
1\ and was treated iu a hot cup of lea
and wa rmly welcomed by Fr. Michael
and the parishioners. Though it had
its ow n bag of tro ub les. this parish
served as a launching pad for Salestan

work in the Kudal area. On the feast
of Don Bosco 19K4.the first workshop
was blessed by the Dea n. Fr. Job
D·Si lva.

On January 6. 1984. the then bank man­
ager of the Sind hudurg Co-operative
Bank. ~I r. Kulkarni came personalty to
Nerur and too k Fr. Micbael to show
four plots of land available in Kudal.
One of those plots shown to Fr. Michael
is the one on which the Kudal church
an d the multipurpose hall has bee n
planned. Thi s plot. bought for the diu­
cese . was promised to the Salesians in
1987 but . was handed to them on ly on
July 15. 1996 .

Strange are the way~ ot Ood : on March
9. the fea st of St. Donnnic Savic. Fr.
Valerian Monte iro. who had come to
keep company with Fr. Michacl, was
sitting at the bus stand at Kudnl. Some­
one informed him that a piece of land
was available for sale in Pinguli. It was
the Warde bungalow. with a fairly big
plot of land and mango grove; an ideal
place for the Saleslans to es tablis h
them selves in the area . Fr. Mich ael im­
mediately purchased the plot. Signifi­
can tly. the de ed was signed in the
Depu ty Collector ' s office on May 24.
1984. and the Sa lesians shifted house
on June 25. 1984.

Realizing the need . and at the request
of the clergy of the place . work began
on a tech nical schoo l. On March 5.
1986. Bishop Valeria n DrSou za of
Punc. blessed and Ina ugurated the
workshops . Four trades were initially
started.

When Fr. Mic huel was transferred. Fr.
Lawrence D ' Souza co ntinued to see to
the acq uisition of the affiliatio n of the
trades to the National Cou ncil of Vo­
cation Trades (r\CVT ). Govt. of India .
Of the four trade s on ly two were affili ­
ated in 1988. S ign ificantly. agai n the
affilia tion of the electrical trade came
on May 24. after a very long struggle.
In the meantime the boarde rs and the
confreres had ample op portunities to
learn cooking due to the absence of a
permanent cook.

As the Sa lesia ns began to co nsolidate
the ir wor k. now with Fr. Alexinho
Rod rigucs at the helm. they began 10
find the small bunga low to be innd­
equate and so in IYYI. work was started
o n a ne w bui ldi ng. Fr. M ich ae l
D'Costa. who fo llowed Fr. Alc xinho
carried on the good work and saw it
co mpleted in 1994 . It was then blessed
a nd in augurat ed by Fr. Aurel ius
xt aschio on Febru ary 26. 1994 . Fr.
Bernadmo Almeida was appo inted par­
ish priest that year.

July 27. 1994. was anot her red -letter
day for Bosco Udyogsbala when it was
given canonical status. its firs t Rector
being Fr. Romulo Noronha. It now be­
ca me a house of formation and the first
pre-noviti nte batch of 14 ca ndidates
had already started the ir traini ng on
July I .

Gradually attention was directed to fur­
ther ex pans ion and reaching out: on
November 3. 1995 and Nove mber 6.
1996. two deeds were signed by which
the province acq uired about 5 acres of
lan d at Oros wi th the int entio n of
bu ild ing a schoo l there. But in the
mea ntime governme nt offi cia ls in­
formed the Sa lesians that a plot for a
school was allotted to them at the Zilla
precincts. Fr. Romulo. on behalfof the
congregat ion. accepted the two hec ­
tare s for a school and playgrou nd. The
fi rst move to offer thi s plot to the
Salestans was in 1991 when Fr.
Alcx inho was in-c harge . Immediately
the required forma lities were sta rted
a nd the st ipu lated sc hool in rented
quart ers was inaugurated by the rev­
enue mini ster. Narayanra o Rune and
blessed by Fr. Tc ny D' So uza . th e
Sa les ian Pro vi nci al on Aug ust 15.
1996 .
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The ne.lt dav. armed "itll all the plans. I, oltm~ ,,'i111 our cieri: ,\lr.

S. Salunke. marched into the office cif ,II~ Chief Engineer (if the
Konkan Railwav. He \IIH "t'I')' nmnt'Oltf and received us well. 1/('
listened and el't'1I admitted that ,,~ hU'M" Don Bmell us mU' of his
\(/n.~ Ma ..a pm' pupil of(me'ofshe schools in Calcutta find Iris h '{(t'

h'CIS a teacher in
another school al

Guwatuui. I re­
minded Him ttuu

these fi,cU entitled
him 10 be cansid­
ered "our relative"

Clnd Ihal Ill' hud tn

do .vunt'lhing abous
it, He recom­
mended patience
and some lime so
that he could re­
\0/1'e ,hi' matter:

.4X £)"EIHTXESS ACCOUST

flU' pwnj of the House "' at' lultirr diJelLuioftfi,r a I<Jltt: IUM and it
had ralt'" IH practicattv rh,u vears to jinali:i' Iht' dauils. Every­

thing M a.\ <1pprol'rd and M'f' M'('n- no', wauine fllt/Y fi'T lhr ri.eh!

contractor III ,../ill1lhc' wm*.

-\mlllld Ihi' feast ofDon Bosco in 199/. InJ:('(her" i,h IIU' /KI.\j, Bm.
Amlum.\ Sontanta and "',nelf M-t"Tt" plo-,in~ d l!O"'i' of mllt'y/Jt.,rL
Suddenlvfrom fWk herr. a team of("«11,1£ dt"..cended upon lJu. place

and begon cteanne Ihi' bushes anti prwtinS! Ihe ures in order 10

~unt'\ tbeland. I' sbockrd U( 10 learn that th~ crrw bt"1(Jftf!t'd rn Ih,
Konmn Railway and rhe,\ werr ma 'illf! afTt"jh Slfn'~ andfinaiis­

ing their plans. ftlu- old plan WO.f found 10 be longeT and curved
,,'hich meUnI restricting IIIe weed). "flIl' lit""' route M'Oj cutting n~hl

across the property which, in the final anatysis. ",eo", that we \wuld
hare '0 abandon IIu- project al PiIlRIlIi.

11uJJ nis:ht M r asked 11u- Ix'.\"! 101?nIy, \Vt" assured ,1U'mthat "'e were

in the mlHllh ofDon Bosco and certainly DtH1 Bosco Mould have 10
del we if h'e hod to stuv there or teav e.

A 'H'eJ. later: 1 dis­

covered that me
ne ,,' nmle hadbet'1I

\"if'n f h.l 150 me·
ten aW(lyfrom our
prOpt'rly. lYo n

Bo s('o hod prt'­
ur\'ed us! I'm

afraid \I'i' COl/id 1101 \'Ouch his btt'Hinf:t UpOIl '''t' Hj.~"op cif Punt".

for, the nt'l\· Konko." mlltf' Im_~ eXtlctly Ihmugh h i.\ I'mpu'y.

Fr. tUexinlw RCH.lrigues

On July 15, 1996.a compound wall was
built around the parish property. This
plo t was assigned 10 the Salesians by
Bishop Valerian D'S ouza who signed
the deed to that effect. Fr. Bernadino
also greatly consolidate d the pastoral
work in the parish in answe r 10 the
needs of the Catholics in and around
Kudal.

1988: Frs. UIK'Tl'nce /)'Sot/;:a and
Ben wdi" lw Almeida illfnmt ol their
residellt'e mul \'ocmiOlwl mule
scllOol.

Tod ay. the work ofthe Sales lans in this
area is beginning to bear fruit: there
exists a vibrant Chri stian community
in every miss ion station. the pre-novi­
tiate candida tes. every Sunday, spread
joy and mingle with Ihe youth of dif­
ferent areas. there is an eagerness to
see k ad miss io n into the technic a l
school at Pinguli and above all, local
vocat ions are being fostered.

On January 9. 1998, the foundat ion
stones for the school at Oros and the
parish at Kudal were blessed by Rt.
Rev, Valerian D' Sou za. Bishop of
Pune. Present at Ihis august function
were Government officials, (he Provin­
cia l of Bombay. Fr.Tony D'Souza and
(he provinc ial council. 11was indeed a
specia l day for the people of Kuda\.

3.1 HistoryI' the Institutions
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S TATE OF GOA

ESTABUSHED
/962

A RCHDIOCESE OF GOA·
DAMAN

In the year 199 1. the institutio n was se­
lected as the only centre in Goa. for
the Nat ional Open School with three
courses - the Bridge, Secondary and
Senior Secondary Courses, (Tod ay it
is one of the main centres in Goa and
the total stre ngth of the st ude nts
touches 400 .)

By 1993. the institution grew in orde r
to offer bette r ed ucatio nal facilities not
only 10 the inmates bUI also 10 the youth
in and around Quepem . Fr. Michael
Masca renhas . who wa s the seco nd
Salesian Rector and Prin cipal, com­
bined energet ic acti on with discipline.
His efforts enabled the co mplex to de­
ve lop into what is today ca lled the
"Don Bosco Ganv".

Meanwhile. academically. the schoo l
did better and in 1995. a new wing wa..
added to the ins titution 10 accommo­
dale the Higher Secondary Section with
the Arts and Commerce streams.

ic s Dominic Savio Fe rna ndes and
Lo renzo D'S ouza . the firs t practical
trai nees. During these years the Boys '
Town Complex was introduced 10 the
Salesian method of education and ad­
min istration .

The institution also co nducts non-fo r­
mal activities in order to keep in touch
with past pup ils and Salesiun Co-op­
erarors.

Plans are afoot 10 introduce courses in
food technology and productio n in the
higher seco ndary vocationa l stream.
Th e boarding is also being reorgan­
ized to suit the needs of the slow lea rn­
ers. These slow learners will have the
oppo rt uni ty of at te nd ing technical
workshops a nd th e Nationa l Open
Schoo l simulta neous ly.

Howe ver. a few years before his death
he real ised that the work of education
of the marginalised had to continue. He
therefore called in the Salesians 10help
him run the institution. with the pos si­
bility o f laking il over.

Thus. in 1985. Fr. Edw in entru sted the
Boys' To wn Co mplex to the Sale sians
of Don Bosco. It was his admiration
for the Salesian sys tem of ed ucatio n
that urged him to make this move. Fr.
Loddy Pires, the Salesian provinc ial
gratefully accepted the offer with the
assurance that it would continue to be
in the best interests of the poor and
aba ndo ned youth of Goa .

Thus. the Salesians arrived in Ouepe m
on May 24, 1985 . Fr. Lionel Braganza
was put i n c ha rge wit h ve teran
Saleslans such as Prs. Cajetan Lobo and
Benedict Funado to assist him and c1er-

Fr. Edwin worked as an educator of the
aban doned for 20 years. Every past pu­
pi� remem bers him with gratitude and
extols his sense of ded icat ion and d is­
cipline in educating them. He e nsured
that this institute catered to the needs
of the dow ntrodde n. orphans and des­
titute not only from Goa. but eve n from
the o the r pans of Ind ia. He passed
away. after a brief illness on the Octo­
ber 27.1996.

Fr. Pascoal Lobo
had started a small
boarding for boys
in Quepe m, an in­
significantplace in
south Gou in the
early sixties. His
dream was 10 help
in the educa tion of
the people of
Quepem . But his
wo rk received
grea ter impetus
w he n Fr. Edwi n
D'Souza. alias. Swami Premanand Naik
Salgaounkar loo k over in 1965. He re­
named the schoo l Pope John XXIII
High School and tried his best to assist
the very poor and orphaned boys to.

gether with his hard working helpers
of the institution. The schoo l rendered
yeoman service in the field of ed uca­
tion during the initial years of Goa's
liberation .

1986-1992

1992·1993

1993- 1996

1996-

SERVICES:
High School

Higher Secondary School
Boarding

National Open School
TRYSEM

quepem

1985

ENTRUSTED
1985

POPE l OHN XXIU HIGH
SCHOOL &

DON BOSCO GANY

CANONICAllY EREcrED
/986

RECTORS

FR.L10!\R. BRAGM'ZA

FR. EUAS DIA$

FR.MICHAFL MASCARESHAS

FR. CHRYSOLOGUS D'ruSHA

152 _

3.1 Hlsl.,.,01 the Inslltlltlons



mOCESE OF BAROUA

S TA T1! OF GUlARAT

ESTABIJSHED
1986

were:

mo nth s due to the expiry ofthe non ag­
ricu ltural certificate .

A Malundra jee p was gifted to the mis­
sion by MISEREO R fo r village de vel­
opment. The Bhurnaswada Community
Hall was completed and inaugurated.

D ue to th e
e con o mi c
backward ness
o f the people
some of th e
major projects
u nd erta ke n

6. A high school was set up. Previously,
boy s used to go to government schools.
Be tte r ed uca tio na l fucif iries we re
needed. Hence. it was felt that a schoo l
shou ld be bui lt exclusively for the lribal
ch ildre n.

A special word of tha nks to Fr. Mondin i
who sponsored the homes o f many of
the poo r villagers.

The presence of the Sate sia ns is bring­
ing about a change in the cu ltural and
social live s of the people. A d ispensary
with medical facilities in a co mmunity
hall is replaci ng su perstitions and is
curing ma ny people. T he 'economic
co ndition of the people is also stead ily
improving.

I. The c.R.S.
Project : It was

a food-far-wad scheme where the pe0­

ple were made (0 d ig wells and pre­
pare the bu nds to stop soil eros ion in
exchange for food gra ins.

3. ~lISEREOR and I.G.S.S. Project s:
Thank s to the se fund ing agencies. loan s
we re given to the trib al s for the spe ­
cific purpose of buying seeds, ferti liz­
ers and pumps and at the end o f the year
the y have to pay back the loans on in­
terest-free schemes. This has proved to
be a success with all villagers paying
back promptly.

4. A Watershed De velopment Project
had bee n started at Vajepur. than ks to
help from the Bombay Salesian Soci­
ety.

5. A Village Primary Educa tion project
was also started at Bhumaswada, where
the Safesia ns fir st started village work
in this area.

•

In 1983. throug h the intervention of
~1r. ~oel O·U ma. a nine-acre plot was
acquired 27 kms away from Chhora
Udepur. Bc-
fo re be in g
bougbr. tbere
were legal
tussles to be
cl eared as
the te na n t
who cu lt i­
va ted t he
land resi sted
the sale.

The land w3 .. bought in the name of
the Lok Seva Kend ra , C hhota Ude pur
in 1984. From the re. a contact wa s es ­
tablished on a weekly basis. Moreo ver.
a few serva nts were kep t here to look
after the property. (So me of them be­
lieved that th e fa rm hou se wa s
haunted. )

In 1985. a hoarding section was started.
One o f the masters wa s put in charge
o f the 15 inmates. The original hou se
wa s extended to accommodate the
boarders. Frs. Byron D'So uzu, Wilfred
Scqu cira and Stanny Perci ra wo uld
visit the site o n weekend s and clerics
Calis to. Sca res and Bernadi no would
take monthly turns to run the board­
ing.

Finall y in 1986. Frs. Stanny Ferrci rn
and Wilfred Sequei ra took up resi­
dence there. They ran the boarding: and
started making contact with about 25
villages . A food-for-w ork scheme fo r
nine villages was begun and the build­
ing o f roads and d igg ing of wel ls for
them commenced . Then a hall and a
storehouse was set up . T hey looked
after the Narukot property for o ne year
and Tanakla property fo r two years.

In 1988, the co rner stone of the new
b uild ing was b les se d by Rt. Re v.
Pran ci s Bragunza, Bishop of Barod a.

A yo uth ra lly was organised. Ni ght
cla s se s were st a rt e d a t Vajepur,
Bhum aswada and Kunalvu villages.

In the fo llowin g yea r, the foun dation
of the building wa s completed. Unfo r­
tunatel y, work was he ld up for si x

After taking up work in Cbhora Udepur
in 19HI a need was felt to expand into
the inte rior of Kawant.

1983- 1986

19S6 · 19R8

1988 ·1991

1991 -

CANONICM .LY ERECTED
1991

1986

M IVANTEUUCATlQN
SOClliTY

kawant

SERI'ICES:
High School

Hoarding
Dispen sary

Night School
(for tile children ofshepherd.f)

Village Primary Education
Hou sing
Oratory

Social Development Projects

RF.CTOR

FR. IVA.xD'SOl'ZA

1~ ·CII '\ R(a:

FR.A....THO~YDS[L\' A

FR. STA,,~y FERRElRA

FR. \\UJ;REDSEQUIRA

153
3.1 History ollhelnstllutlolls



DIOCES E OF NASHIK

STA TE OF MAHARASHTRA

ENTRUSTED
1986

ESTABU SHED
1833

After a year o f resid ing in the parish.
he ga ve a positive report to Fr. Chrys.
Thu s on July 20, 1986, the Jesuits offi ­
cially handed over charge of the par­
ish of St . John's. Bhingar, to the
Salesians of Don Bosco.

"The first Salesian community came into
ex istence on May 25, 1986, with the
arr ival of Fr.Franc is Kharj ia and Fr.
Mathew Th alanany. Later. in July. 8 ro.
Alex Oon salves joined them.

Th e pari sh consisted of the Catho lic
population of the Ahmednagar Taluka.
11 had about 35 villages spread o ut in
d ifferent di rectio ns. A sma ll boarding
for boys was being run by the Jesuits•.
Th e inmates would go to the local
Marathi mediu m sc hoo ls. Late r, in
1987 auem prs were made 10 send the m
to the nearby Sacred Heart Co nvent
School, run by the Sis ters of the Con ­
gregatio n of Ca rmelite Rel igiou s of
Tri vandrurn.

interes t and went on a tour of the vil­
lages. AboUl40 employees, consisting
of catechisrs. schoo lmasters and lend­
ers. were transported from vario us vil­
lages to Ahmednagar and prepare d for
confession and communion in ten days.
Th ey were baptised and soo n mission
stations were ope ned in the district viz.
Ke nda l ( 1878 ). Va la n (1 889 ),
Sangam ner ( 1892) and Rahata ( 19 10).
Th ese missionaries faced nu merous
hardships from the elite castes due to
thei r option for the umouchabte s. They
groomed powerful teams of catechis ts
who ve ntured into re mot e vill ages
spread ing the Gospel with great cou r­
age . School s and development projects
were undertaken to uplift the dow n­
trodden and ostrac ized sec tions of so­
ciety.Thus the Jesuits worked tire lessly
for 136 years.

In 1985. RI. Rev. Valerian D'SOUl il.
Bishop of Poena invited the Salesians
to take over the pari sh. Accord ingly.
the Sale sian Provincial. Fr. Ch ry s
Saldanh a sent Fr. Will iam Falcao to SI.
Jo hn's. Bh ingar to work as assistant
pari sh pr iest with the last Jesu it par ish
priest Fr. Fe lix Jacob and his diocesan
ass istant. Fr. Jesu Ambony. Fr. Will iam
was asked to study the possibilities for
a take o ver of the pari sh from the Jesu­
its.

Ahmedn agar has a hi..IOfY that dates
bac k 10 the 1830's when the first ba p­
tism has been recorded. Fr. Amhony
D'Cruz was the firs t Portuguese dioc ­
esan pries who performedthe baptism.
He bui lt a small chape l and dedicated
it to SI. Ann e near the Baba Benga li
Da rg ha o n the o u ts k irts o f th e
Ahmed nagar market closer 10 the fort.
Later. in )951 a larger church was bu ilt
for the military sold iers at the Bhin gar
Camp. Th is church was dedicated to SI.
John Baptist and was looked after by
the Italian Discalced Cannelite Fathe rs.
Fr. Weniger was in charge of St. Joh n's
C hurc h whil e h is assista nt. F r.
Almeida . resided at SI. Anne's Chapel.
Unfortu nate ly disagreements arose be­
tween them and Fr. Almeida left for
Bombay. Mr. Eugene Ca bral. a cle rk
at the post o ffice took over rnane rs at
SI. Anne's bu t Fr. Wen iger got him
transferred and handed over the charge
of St. Anne'sto the bisho p of Poena in
Febru ary 1853.

In I 85·t the Ge rman Jesuits (who were
in-c ha rge of th e Bomb ay mission
which included the A hmcdnagar terri­
tory) and the Swiss Jesuits (who were
ex pelled fro m their country after the
revo lution of 18-17-49 ) joi ned hands to
fo rm t he Vica ria te o f Poon a . Fr.
Williams Strikland was the first Jesuit
pari sh priest o f Ahmednagar residi ng
at St . John's Church. Bhingar, Th e par­
ish house was built in 18M .

AB this while the priests were chap­
lain s to the military Ca tholic person­
nel who were mostly Portugue se and
Irish. But in 186 1 the Papal Bull issued
from Rome granted pe rmission for the
conversion of the natives.The refore the
chaplains began to look for ways to
bring more into the Catho lic fold and
the Catholic Marathi Mission began in
1878.

An opport unity presented itself when
Bishop Meurin visited Ahmednagor, Fr.
w eniger in troduce d him to M r.
Sevakrao Gaikwad and Mr. Tatyaramji
Barse. both paloks (preache rs) in the
Amer ican and S PG M ission who
wanted to convert to Catholicism. (The
Prote stant Christi an mission had al­
ready been well es tablished since 1803.
muc h earlier than the Catholic Mnrathi
Mission). The Bishop showed great

1986- 1993

1993- 1995

1995-

S7: .JOHN'S CHURCH &
BQSCO GRA.\UN VIMS

KEND&!

1986
bhingar

SERVICES:
Parish

Mission Statio n
Integral Rural Development

Women Empowerment

PARISH PRIESTS

FR. WIll1A.\1 Flti.cAO

FR. ~FJ.SO~ FAlCAO

FR.LLOYD RODRIGUES
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Savedt to establish a boardi ng school.

Between the years 1990-1992, Bhingar
served as a study house for Salesians
who pursued their college studies par­
ticularly in Socia l Work. A practical
trainee was also sent to look after the
boarding althoug h the house had not
yet been accorded canonical status. Fr.
Lloyd Rcdri gues was made adminis­
trator of Bhingar in June 1991.

In 1992. the bo ard ing at
Bhingar wa s sh ifte d to
Savedi. The H Bosco Gram in
Vikas Kendrc " began to con­
solidate its administration
and to spread out into many
more villages in the taluka
and to many new areas of
economic development. lis
first successfu l integrated
watershed programme ena­
bled it to rise to a position of
respect among the rural de­
velopment agenci es in the
whole of Maharashtra. To­
day it has a fl ou r ishin g
Mahila Mandal as well.

In 1993. Fr. Nelson Falcao
was appointed parish priest.
He was responsible for the
reopening of many village
Mass-centres which had for­
merly been closed down due
10 poor response from the
people. His emphas is on
catechesis, rectification of
marriages. zonal Masses in
urban areas, helped to enli­
ven the faith.

But to give a spur to the all
round development of the Catholics of
Ahmednagar he suggested that the par­
ish be divided into three separate par­
ishes. The Bishop too was in agreement
with this idea. Hence in 1995, the par­
ish of Bhingar was split into three par­
ishes. The sub-stations of Ahmednagar
town and Savedi were each given sepa­
rate parochial status from the mother
parish at Bhingar. Fr. Nelson Falcao
was appointed the parish priest of
Ahm ednagar town . FT. Thomas
D'Costa was put in charge of the Savedi
pari sh. At Bhin gar. FT. L1 0yd
Rodrigucs was appointed parish priest
assisted by Fr. Manuel Murzello and
Bro. Alex Gonsalves.

made more lively and Diwali was cel­
ebrated with an unique Krist Rajani
thsav (Festival of Christ the Light).

Meanwhile. Bro. Alex made forays in
village developme nt. On seeing the
drought situation and erosion of soil,
he decided to start some self-employ­
ment schemes for the villagers. He be­
gan with poultry farming. A year later.
on completion of his studies. he began
to implement Integrated Water Shed

Management Techniques in a village
called Dongargan. The success of this
initiative gave rise to the founding of a
centre specifically for development in
the rural areas of the Ahme dnagar
Taluka. Thus the Bosco Gramin Vikas
Kendra was started in 1989.

Meanwhile , the Sulesian Sist ers ,
headed by Sr. Nicolina viu no. were in­
vited to begin their work for girls in
the parish and the villages. They be­
gan in a modest way. changing resi­
dence as the opportun ity for a board­
ing and facilities for schooling pre­
sented themselves. In 1990, they were
finally able to buy a plot of land at

-

Many inno vat ive projects
were undertaken during these
early years.

A new piece of land was
bought at Suvedi and FT.
William sought to develop it
into a technicaland academic
school. He also took the ini­
tiative of forming the Don
Bosco Hou sing Socie ty
Project and later. the Co-op­
erative Savings Scheme. A
plot of land (17 acres) was
also donated to the Salesians
at Jehur by a hindu family on
the co nd itio n th at the
Sulcsiuns take care of the
agein g owner and his two
wives.

A sub-ce nt re at the heart of th e
Ahmednagar town called St. Anne's
Church drew the most number of pa­
rishioners every Sunday.

At this stage. Fr.William. while being
parish priest. also completed his B.Ed.
studies while Bro.Alex was busy with
his M.S.W. Unfortunately Fr. Mathew
Thalanany had to leave for reasons of
ill health in the month of December.
Fr. Pcter Gonsalves joined the commu­
nity in March 19M8.

A rural consultancy for fann­
ers who sought advice from
parishioners who were ex­
perts in legal and monetary
matters was initiated. Moti­
vation camps of three days,
with the help of modern au­
diovisual aids, were held in
five prime villages to encour-
age the people to stay united and work
for their self-development. Christian
bhajan mandats were invited from the
villages to record their bhaja ns and the
series of three audio cassettes called
"Amarvani" were sold back to them at
very low prices. Later another cassette
entitled "Khns tavandana' was pro ­
duced on the occasion of the 5th cen­
tenary year of the establishment of the
Ahmednagar town.

A youth group comprising 70 youth
assemb led for CSU meetings every
fortnight and a boarding of 28 boys
was given a new Satestan impetus.The
May catechism shibirs (courses) were

155

3.1 Hlslorv01 IIl1lnstltutions



DIOCESE OF NASJJJK

Sf, ANNE CHURCIf

STATE OF MAHARASHTRA

On the recommendation of the Swiss
C apu ch ln Bisho p Ar hana s tus
Hartmann. the Bombay Mission was
entrus ted 10 the Germa n Pro vin ce
whose are a o f operation was fro m
Oueua (which is now in Pakistan ) to

guese diocesans. From 1852-5~ . it was
cared for by th e Ital ia n Discalced
Carmelite Fathers. operating under the
Bombay mission . When a dispute arose
bet ween Fr. wemger.the pari sh priest .
and hi.. ass istant Fr. Almeid a who re­
sided al SI. Anne's. the latter left for
Bo mbay, As SI. John's was looked af­
ter by Fr. Wenigcr. Mr. Eugene Ca bral.
a clerk at the pos t offi ce . took over the
matt ers at SI. Arme 's. T he church e x­
penses were met through alm s from the
peop le , Th is w as d isl ike d by Fr.
Weniger and he go t Mr. Carbraltran s­
ferred and handed over the charge of
St. Ann e's 10 the bishop o n February
1,1. 1853,

In 185 1, Fr. Jose Sanros, an­
other Po rtug uese diocesan .
notici ng th a t th e Cathol ic
po pulation was increa sing .
took up the task o f renovat­
ing the chapel of St. Anne. A
larger church was built near
the fort . T his church resem­
bled the ch urches in Goa .
Later on. a church dedicated
to SI. Jo hn the Baptist was
built here . From 1833-52. the
parish of Ahmednagar wa s
looked a fter by the Portu-

Ro ma n Catholic Chri stians arrived
somewhat later in Ah mednagar. Catho­
lic work at Ahmednagar started as a
chapl ain cy for Catholics in mili tary
service. To this was added mission ary
pastoral work in villages and towns till
then witho ut a Christian presence, and
in Ahmednagar itself.

Fr. Anthony D'Cruz. a Portuguese di ­
ocesan priest performed the
first baptis m in 1831. He used
to reside in a rented house at
King' s Ga te . near the army
barra cks. He cele brated mass
at either his residence or at the
barrack s and some times in­
side the fort . His tireless e f­
forts bore fruit and later the
anny allotted him a small area
near t he Baba Bengal i
Dargba. After overco ming fi ­
nancial d ifficul ties. he built a
small chapel ded icated to Se
Anne and co nducted church
services there . The paris hion­
ers consisted of Europeans
and Goa ns. The native Catho­
lics we re yet to appea r on the
sce ne.

Ahmednagar District ha !'> held an im­
portant posit ion for Ch rist ian .. in
Maharasht ra. Right from the early 19th
century it has been a great centre for
Protestant Christian activities : mis sion­
ary. pastoral. educat iona l. lite rary.
medical. charit able. soc ial and devel­
opmental. Well known Christian per­
sonalities ha ve wo rked.and died in this
city and district. The most ou tstand ing
monument of Christ ian involvement in
the educational field is the Ahmednagar
Co llege, affi liated 10 the univers ity o f
Poon a.

1986· 1993

1993· 1995

1995 · 1996

1996 ·1997

1997 •

SERVICES:
Parish

Mission Centre
Computer Academy

Coaching Classes
Chaplaincy

ESTA BUSHElJ
/ 83/

/'AROCHJAL STATUS
/ 995

1986

ENTRUSTEIJ
/986

P,.\RISIl PRIEST

FR,WILLlAMFALCAO

FR. /'OELSO:-l FALCAO

FR. :o.USON FAlCAO

FR. fRA.\"CIS KHARJlA

FR.JA.\IES l\lGRfl.
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Hubli. Th e German Je suit s were later
joined by the Swiss Jesuit s who were
expe lled from their country afte r the
revolution of 184 7--1.9 . They were
look ing for fresh area s of ac tiv ity and
were part of the Upper Ge rman prov­
ince of the Society of Jesus. Toge ther
they forme d the Vica riate o f Poena
whic h wa s estab lished in IX5-1.. Fr.
Williams Strikland was the first Jesuit
pari sh priest o f Ahm ednugar,

The Papal Bull issued from Rome in
1861 granted permission for the eon ­
version of the natives. Therefore the
chap lains in the cantonme nt soug ht op­
portunities to bring mallYmore into the
C atho lic fo ld. T hus the Catholi c
Marath i Mission bega n operatio ns in
1878 . Soon the mission stations were
opened viz . Ken d a l ( 1878). Valan
( 1889,. San gamner ( 18921 and Rahata
( 19 10). The early missionaries faced

obstac le s from the Brahmins. In
S a nga mn e r the sc ho o l for the
untouchahles was stoned. Ho weve r.
the missionar ies never gave up . Th ey
groomedu pow erfu l team of catcchists
who ve mured into remo te vi llages
spreading the Good New s of Salvation.
T h us. many accepted c atho licis m.
which helped them to grow spiritually.
economically. c ulturall y and po liti­
cally.

Th e hi story of C hrist ia n ity i n
Ahmednagar would not be complete
without the mentio n o f the Pope's visit
10 Pune. When Pope John Paul 11 came
to Poona o n Februa ry 10. 1986 abo ut
2(X) Ca tholic s from Ahmed naga r dis-

[previous pag~) The old St .
Annt"s Chapel. the /lell'ly 'milt
chu rch and fbl'low} 1111'multi­
purpose service cnl/rt'.
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trier ma rched on foot to see and hea r
the Pope. To commemorate thi s event
Bishop Valcria n D'Souza of Poona do­
nated a 17 feet wooden crucifix carved
by the Seq ueira bro thers of vasal. Th is
cruci fix. presently installed in the new
SI. Annes Church. is a major attrac­
tion for many devotees .

After hundred and thirty six years in
the paris h of Bh ingar. the Jesuits offi­
d all y handed over the parish of St.
John's. Bhingar.to the Salesians on July
20. 1986. The last Jesuit pari sh priest
was Fr. Felix Jacob. Th e transfer was
done in the presence of Fr. Chrysanthus
Sald anha. Salcsian Provinc ial of Bom ­
bay province. In June 1987. Pope John
Paul 11 erec ted the new di ocese o f
Nashik with Rt. Re v. Bishop Th om as
Bh al e ra o . a na tive of A m bhore .
Sangumner, in Ahmednagar district as
the fir st bishop. who had stud ied at
Dnyanmata vidyalaya (which is the
firs t Cat ho lic schoo l in the d istrict. es­
tab lished in 194 8 ). Ahmednagar was
detached from the diocese of Pune and
attached to this new d iocese of Nushik.

Fr. William Palcao . too k cha rge of the
pari sh of SI. John the Baptist situated
at Bhingar in May 1986 . Among the
many mas s centres around the parish.
the chapel at St . Anne's wa s the most
important one. It was situated at the
heart of the Ahmednagar to wn. alo ng­
side the co llector's office . It drew the
most numbe r o f parishioner s every
Sun day. numbers that were mo re than
those at te nd ing the o ff ic ia l par ish
church at Bhingar.

He nce o ne of the pri orities that Fr.
wl tlla m took up was rhe co nstruction
o f the new church ofSt . Anne. lnitially.
he faced a lot of problems like obtain­
ing the neces...ary permission from the

military autho rities and
raising funds. Bu t with
God 's grace and support
from the peopl e the con­
strucncn work began in
1989. Catholics from all
lhe village s oftbc mission
cen tre took part in a
shramadaa n to bu ild
thei r churc h. They came
from their far o ff homes
and ded icated the sweat
of their labour by d igging

the foundation for the basement and
the church. Once this wa s done . wo rk
on the construction began.

Unfortunately. tragedy struck on Peb­
ruary 2-1. . 1991. Whil e the roo f o f the
church was be ing cas t. the scaffolding
gave way. and the huge co ncrete struc­
ture crashed to the gro und. killing three
wo rkme n and injuring seve nteen oth­
ers. Fr. w illiarn , who was present on
the work -s ite. was miraculously saved.
But this did not deter him. Once again
he rece ived ac tive support from all
q uarters and the wo rk was restarted in
March 1992. The ne w churc h was fi­
nally co nsecrated on Oct ober 3 1. 199 2
by Bishop T hom as Bhale rao .

Meanwhil e the CC R S iste rs shi fted
their primary schoo l to their own ca m­
pu s next door thus leaving a vacant
buildi ng to the Saleslans. Eve r since. a
computer train ing centre and study
classes have been organized in these
classrooms.

Meanwhile. on the completion of his
term as par ish priest. Fr. Willi am was
transferred and Fr. Nel son Fulcao was
made parish priest of St. John's Church.
Bhingar in 1993. He set about renovat­
ing the church of SI. Anne's as we ll as
wideni ng the missionary presence in
Ahmednagar through the re-visitation
of villages that were previously g iven
up. Finding the parish too wide to man­
age he sugge sted that the taluka o f
Ahmednaga r be d ivided into three
separure parishes. The sugges tion was
acce pted by RI. Rev. Thom as Bhalcrao.
Bi sho p of Nashik and Fr. Joeq uim
D'So uza. the provincial oflhe Bombay
Province. Th us on June 16. 1995 the
one paris h of Bhingar was divided into
the three parishes o f Savedi. Bhingar
and Ahmednaga r. Fr. Nelson Falc ao
was made parish priest of St. Anne's .
Ahmed nagar together with Fr. Baptist
Montci ro as his assistant.

In 1996. Fr. Fruncis Kharj ia was ap­

po inted parish priest of St . An ne's but
due to his appoi ntme nt as rector of the

aspirantate at Lonavl a the fo llowing
year. Fr. James Nigrel too k his place in

June 199 7. Fr. Bapt ist conti nued to be
the assistant parish pries t. Fr. Kenneth

Pere ira joined them in Augu st afte r

completing his studies in Rome.
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was inaugu rated and was ca lled Don
Bosco Youth Cent re. A basketball co un
was set up the fo llow ing year 10 offer
spo rts faciliti es to the youth who at­
tended the animation sessions. In 1991.
the shrine ded icated to Fr. Joscpb vaz
was blessed and the following year the
construction of the co mpound wall and
fencing of the ground was completed.

In 1993. the case regarding the owner­
ship of the plot was finally won and
the most troublesome mundka r was p0­

litely housed in a neigh bourin g plot .
Thi s finally opened up the place for
greater development.

In the yea rs that followed. the house
has di ve rs if ied it s activi ty as a
catechetical. animation and retreat cen­
tre . It also has a flouri shing oratory and
a youth ce ntre.

In 1993. Fr. Maurice Figueiredo was
appointed the new di recto r of the ce n­
tre. The plans for a build ing envisag­
ing a youth centre cum hostel was fi ­
nalised in 11)95. And in 19%. the ce n­
tre was registered under EC.R .A.

Th is centre has great potential. Si tu­
ared on the outskirts of Margao. the
commercial capital of Goa. it could de­
ve lop a healthy culture amo ng th e
youth through the use of the mass me­
dia. folk theatre and popul ar festivals.

Once the buildi ng is completed and
adequately staffed. the facilities it will
offer co uld well transform Benaulim
into a hub of youth animat ion fur the
whole of south Goa .

Th e property of Benaulim. which co n­
sists of a plot of land and an ances tral
house was offered by ~Ir. Juho Furtado
to ~I sgr. Vincent Scuderi. the Rector
of Don Bosco. Panjirn. in the year
1952. Mr. Furtado wished 10 found an
Of'dIOI)' inhonourofhiseo-villager,and
the Apostle of Sri Lanka. Blessed Fr.
Joseph vaz. On the strength ortile gift.
the Sulesiuns took possession of the
house afte r the death of the donor
which occurred somewhere in the year
1979.

Immediately. relative s came forward to
lay claims. Stay orders and eviction or­
ders were brought against Frs. Ariosto
Coel ho and Victor D'Souza and prob­
lem s were created for Fr. Chryso1ogus
D'Cunha . Bm . Francis Mascarenh as
and Fr. Mich ucl D'Costa who had to
visit and gua rd the Benauli m property
while they resided at Fatorda about six
kms away.

The case dragged on for almost eight
yea rs and Frs . Otivio Miranda and
Mich ae! xt ascarenhas saw to the legal
senlemer us. Fr. Elias Dias buih the wall
around the property against great odd s.

Salesians began 10 reside at Benaulim
only in 1987. Fr. Thomas Femandes
and Fr. Egidio Fem andes were the pio­
neers here. Thanks to their hard work.
the catcchcticul ce ntre began to func­
tion .

In 1988. the Archbishop granted per­
mission to set aside a place for the ora­
tory that was to be de dicated to Fr.
Jcseph vez. The next year. work be­
ga n on the ways ide shrine ded icated to
Fr. Joseph VaT.. The original bungalow

1987 · 1993

1993 ·1997

1997 •

1987

SERVICES:
}'cJlIl lI Pastoral Centre

Catechetical Animation
Vocational Guidance
A udio. Visual I.ibrary

Daily Orator)'

benaulim

DON BOSCO YOUm
ANIMAU ON CENTRE &

SHRINE Of BI. l OSEPH YAZ

1.....·CIl.-\RGE

FR.TIlm lAS FER.xASDES

FR. "IAl'RlCE AGllEIREOO

FR. EGIDIl:SFER.xA.\"DES
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1987
narukot

NA RUKOT EDUCATION
SOCIETY

ESTABLISHED
1987

CANONICA LLY ERECTED
1991

DIOCESE OF BARODA

STA TE OF GUJA RAT

SERVICES:
Agricultural Development

Food/or Work Programme
Tuition classes

(JOT Primary school children)
Youth Groups

Bhajan Malldals
Technical School

Nar ukot is a sma ll vill age situa ted
about 65 kms to the East of Baroda.
T he total population of Panchmahals
dist ri c t is 2,23 1.689 of wh ich
1.016,757 are adiv asis . Jambughoda is
the smallest taluka of Panchmahals dis­
trict with a population of 24,549 of
which 11,995 are ad ivasis. T hey live
in 55 villa ges sprea d over the hi lls.
Th e ir ch ie f occ upa tio n is fa rming
which is done by the method s handed
down by their ancestor s. Others work
in fore sts. Besides Jambughoda ta luka,
the neighbouring ralu kas ofSunkheda.
Halo i and Pavi Jetpur are also inhab­
ited by tribals.

Mrs. Vina Mody, the wife of the late
Mr. Piloo Mod y (an ex. M.P.) had a 40
a c re s pl ot at Naruko t v illa ge in
Jambhugoda Taluka of Panchmaha l
District in Gujarat. She was look ing for
a soc iety that would be of service {Q

the adt vasis of the area as this was the
desire of her late husband whose co n­
stituency this was. Mrs. Vina Mod y met
a Do n Bosco past pupil of Goa at a so­
cial gathering in Ne w Delhi who sug­
gested she approach the Sate sians at
C hhot a Udepur. Accordingly, she saw
the work and was very impressed . es­
pecially by the non-formal technical in­
stitute established for the tribals there.
Hence she gifted this plot in May 1985.
For one year this land was looked afte r
by the Salesians at Kawant.

In May 1987 , Fr. Nelson Coutc was
asked to take charge of the plot. He first
res ided at Kawam and after two months
shifted residence to Narukot. He began
by runn ing a boardi ng o f ap proxi­
mately 50 udi vasi boys. The who le
project was taken up as a registered
charitable trust under the title "Narukot
Education Society". In 1989. he was

join ed by Fr. Viren Coun s. Bro. Savto
D'Mello and Bro . Jerome Mendonca.

Plans for a non-formal technical trade
school were soon passed and put into
effect. The godown and residence was
co mpleted first in the year 1989. The
academic school and the boarding was
set up in 1991. Thc same year the house
was canonically erected with Fr. Nel ­
son Couto as it's first Rector.

T he ed ucation imparted was whollsuc.
It included academic. technical and ag­
ricultural ed ucation. After the ir regu­
lar academ ic classes the stude nts were
coached in a trade and were taught how
to profitabl y engage in agric ulture . The
tech nical school co nd ucted various
courses. such as elec tric wiring. motor
wind ing, carpentry. tailoring , fitt ing .
wiring and jointing .

Over the years these students were able
to produce much of the material used
in the construc tion of the schoo l.

As regards education aro und the area,
there were 55 primary schoo ls and
seven seco ndary schoo ls in the taluka
at the time of beginnin g the school.
Whil e it wa s d ifficul t to get tra ined
teachers to go into these back ward ar­
eas to run these schools. it was equally
difficult to get students to attend a com­
mon board ing sc hoo l. T he pe o ple
themsel ves prefered sending their chil­
dre n to tend catt le and work in the
field s.

In the village. communit y and indi­
vidu al de ve lo pm e nt projec ts wer e
taken up such as d iggin g well s for irri­
gatio n. fe rtilizers and seed s distribu ­
tio n. setting up gobar gas pla nts as a
low co st fuel resource; tuit ion classes
for the primary school students, the for­
mation of yo uth grou ps and bh ajan
ruandal s.

IN·CH..\RGE

FR.r>ELSONmum
RJ:crORS

FR. NELSON CDUTO

FR.ANTHO~Y D'SILVA
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SHE LTER. DON BOSCO

S TA TE OF MAHARA SHTRA

A RCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY

On March 18. 19 and 20,1989, She l­
ter. assisted by other organisations such
as SPARC, NSDF and CRY organised
the first Sat/elk Chaap Me/a . In prepa­
ration before the event, each night a van
load of volunteers roamed the locations
where street children gather tocommu­
nicate the good news either ora lly or
through graffitti. A press conference
was held to inform the media. On the
day of the mcla children bega n pour-

lug into the gro unds of Don Bosco
High School, Matu nga. The Honour­
able Minster for welfare. Shri Sudhakar
Naik. Sh ri Sunil Gavaskar as well as
impon ant film persona lities visited the
site and interacted with the children. It
was an event to remember and the start
of a chain of me/as that continues till
this day.

The aims of the organisers in begining
this nove l idea were to develop a com­
munication net-work among street chil­
dren; to develop mechanisms to create
a legitimate identity for the children
and to develop leader sh ip amon gst
them.

As time and experience matured they
elabora ted the principles on which
Shelter would evol ve its unique ap­
proach to the problems of st reet chil­
dren: child-centred and participatory.
responsive to needs of the child; cost
effecti ve ; emphas is on prevention:
unique in that it doe s not duplicate the
work of other agencie s and it should
be open to learning from the child.

The atmosphere of Shelter was one of
an open house where street children

Legendary cricketer Sil l/if Gavaskar meels the noy«
who haw assembled fo r the fi rst ever

"Sodas: Chaan Me/a".

In the year 1988. (he Salc sians of Bom ­
bay joined the Sa lesian famil y all over
the world in ce lebrating the death cen­
tena ry of DOll Bosco. Particularly note­
worthy was the world wide thrust of
the Sales ians to return (0 their roots ­
and the refore 10 a more determined
apostolate for marginalized youth . Al­
ready in 1983. young Sale sians study­
ing for thei r theology were showing a
preference for this kind of upostolare .
They voluntee red to
spend their summe r
holidays with poor ur­
chins on the streets and
ra ilway stations. A
few years later, and en­
co urag ed by the ap ­
proval of the superi­
or s in Rome, the prov­
ince of Bombay, under
the leadership of the
Provincia l. Fr. Ch rys
Saldanha began work
fo r Bo mbay' s st ree t
children.

On March 5.1988, the
un uti Jized buil di ng
next to SI. Jo seph's
School. Wadala West. was christened
Shelter-Don Bosco. Fr. Bosco Pereira
wa s put in charge. as si sted by Fr.
Raphael Lobo. They were members of
the community of the Churc h of Our
Lady of Dolour s, Wadala.

At the informal function organ ised to
mark the occasion. Fr. Chrys spoke of
the influences that led to the final de­
cision to begin this project. Six years
previous to the da te of inaugu rati ng
Shelter, he had started sending Salesian
clerics to graduate in social wor k. and
duri ng the vacations he allowed young
Salesians to engage themselve s fully in
this apostolate. especially during the
summer. He disclosed that his prior in­
tentio n was to begin a rem and home
but after his appeal to the government
authori ties proved futile, he chose the
option to reac h out to the street child
on the street itself.

Frs. Boscc and Raphael began welcom­
ing to She lter all types of street chil­
d ren - the rag-pickers. shoe-shines,
young runaways - in short all those who
were "roofless and rootless".

1988-1991

1991- 1995

1995-1997

1997 -

wadala
shelter

1988

SER VICES:
Contact point and

half-way home Jor
street children

ESTABLISHED
1988

CANONICA LLY ERECTED
1997

I~ ·CHARGE

FR. BOSCO PEREIRA

FR. RAPHAELLOBO

FR.XAVIERDEVDAS

RECTOR

FR XAVIERDEVDA$
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SHELTER, ~
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co uld fed al home . where they co uld
run. jump and play without fea r of he­
ing caug ht or bulli ed . She her's ap­
proach 10 the education of the street
child WJ.." unique from IWO angt cs .

Rather than treat the street as a runa .
way den of thieves from '" hich boys
had to be salvaged and locked up in a
reformatory, Shelter's method was non­
instinnioual. Prime con side rations for
this approach were f1P.>I. the cost-effec­
t ive ness o f a non -inst itut io nal ap­
preach: secon d. the economic real ity
of the coun try where th<: rag-picker ful­
filled a basic. albeit un-recogn ized
need of soc iety: third. the salvagi ng of
energy that wou ld otherwise be spent
in linking inst itu tiona l p WlOCO! with
the actuul ueeds of the street child.

Seco nd ly, She lter's approac h was
uniqu e because it followed the non­
judgemental method of interacting with

3.1 Histl" If IIlIlnsttlutJlns

DON BOSeO
cJI"1Jcb'

the youngster. It considered the street
ch ild ren potent ial subjects capable of
their own co ntribut ion to soc iety rather
than as liabili ties to be reformed. Thi s
mean t that it val ued thei r freedo m
above moral sanctio ns because it was
sympathetic and respectful of the chil­
dren's past which had led them to their
fute.

Once the atmo sphe re of th e "o pe n
hou se" was crea ted . efforts were made
to remo ve the oppressive barricades
that hindered them on the stree ts.

In 199 2. an in-hou se scrap shop was
started to offse t the exploitatio n at the
hands of the many scrap dealers who
cheated the child re n and oft en kept
them bonded .

Meanwhi le. in 1993. Fr. Bosco Pereira
was transferred to Bosco Bo ys' Ho me.
Borivili a nd Fr. Raphael was put in

cha rge togethe r with Fr. Joe Braganza.
Th ey were give n the added respon si­
bility o f celebrating Ma...s at Virar every
Sunday .

Moreo ver. they e nsured that a corpus
fund was instituted to fund the train ­
ing of street boys. Fr. Joe de voted his
lime to making sure the bo ys were
given a proper identit y by the go vern­
ment. Through his efforts. thirty five
boys at Shelte r were registered at the
ration office and rece ived permanent
ration card s.

Al this stage. the expan sion of Shelte r
was also be ing planned. A place was
needed to faci litat e the out-reach. Th e
mun icipality was approac hed for space
under the bridge on the west side of
Dad ar statio n while it was bein g co n­
struc ted. The Shelter team also spoke
to Mr. Rudy Rego about their ex pan­
sion plans. (~ I r. Rego later o ffered his
plot of land at Parra. Goa.) Th e regis­
n ation of Shelt er as a trust was initi­
ated at this time.

In 1 99~ . Fr. Joe Braganza was trans­
ferred and Fr. Xavic r Devdas joined Fr.
Raphael. Attempts were made 10 pro­
pose alternat ives to the children . Many
of them were encouraged to pick up a
trad e at Bo sco Bo ys' Ho me - a
non fonnal trade schoo l for drop outs.

Boys interact lI' ith the police and
discuss their problems at the
100th Meta: (ahove; Frs.Rophoel
(left ) and B O.H ·O.
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The presence of the ir friend Fr.
Bosco. as the Director added to
the incent ive.

ABRllf DfSCRlmDN DFTHUCTIVlnfSAT
SHElTER - DON BOSeO

Moreover important personalities came
forw ard to help and to pledge their aS4
sistance to the co nt inu ation of the
project. It was an event that gai ned for
Shelter world wide publicity.

In 1996. Fr. K. A. Francis joi ned the

community while still a student at the
Tara Institute of Soc ia l Sciences. In
June 1997 Shelt er was given cano ni­
cal status and Fr. Xavie r Devdas wa s

appoi nted the first Rector and Fr. Colin
Xavier joined the community.

c ris is in the famil y. But there is no
substitute for a fam ily. So with a lot of
counsel ling and support Shelter tr ies to
mot ivate the ch ild to rejoin his natur al
family. When he is ready and willing. it
trie s to work with the ir fam ily to accept
h im back. T i ll d at e S he lte r ha s
reh abili tated approximate ly 200 stree t
children.

6. Jolt /as: Inspire of the fact that the
number of street children in Ind ia are
increasing. they have no ide ntit y of thei r
own. They do not have a voic e in the
pub li c fora . The y a re a ne gl ect ed .
segregated and an exploited lot. They are
rob bed o f the ir childhood fun and frolic.
It is with a view 10 giving them a platform
for inte raction and uni ty th at Sh elter
o rganises on the 19th and 20t h days of
eac h month a mel a called Sadak Cnaao
Me/a. It tries to give back to the child a
litt le o f what he ha s lost. It is a gathering
o f street ch ild re n to ce le brate the ir
childhood. On an average abo ut six to
seve n hundred stree t children atte nd the
function every month . The mela is alsoa
time to identi fy new boys to help them
out, cater to the sick. pass on important
commu nicatio n. impan knowled ge abou t
health , and pose soc ial themes. The mela
is also a t ime when pare nts co me to
search for their lost or runaway children .
Overall. the r nela is an occasion which
gives the children an ide ntity of the ir
OW II. a place where they all feel o ne and
accepted.

6. Documentation: Shelter maintains a
comprehensive record ofeach child after
he has e nte red Sh elter. Thi s record is
reg ul a r ly re fe rre d to whe neve r a n
in terv ention o n beh alf o f the c hild is
nece ssary. Thi s also helps in fo llow -up
or counselling and voca tional guidance .

I. Hygiene Facilities: Water is a sca rce
commod ity for the street child. Shelter
provide s e no ugh water to meet the
needs of basic cleanliness.

2. Medica/ Aid: The street child is most
vu lne rab le when he is sick . Ha ving
no where to go and no one to care for
him. he remains helpless o n the street .
In this context Shelter has developed a
met hod whe reby th e s tree t bo ys
themsel ve s take ca re of their ailing
co mrade. They thu s learn to attend to

the needs of each other and also interact
with the hospital staff.

3. Edu cational Aid: Some street
chi ldre n are ea ger to learn and move
up in life . Fo r those who sho w
willingness and a desire to perse,'ere ,
trades are offered. If one is eage r to
lea rn a particular trade the n he is sent
to Don Bosco Betul and Don Bosco
Hospe t. The se are technica l schoo ls
meant for school dro pouts and street
c h i ld re n. He re , accord ing to the
ap titu de o f th e bo ys. tr ade s li ke
carpentry. welding. motor-mechan ic
etc. are taught . Th ose who are will ing
to study for the Std. X. Natio nal Open
School are also encouraged .

4. Savings: Street chi ldre n Jive for the
day. In keeping with this ph ilosophy
of life they do not have a sys tematic
and co ntinued sav ing habit. At Shelter
Don Bosco they are mo tivated to have
thei r ow n small savings. Many boys
also have savings in the banks and a
few have kept thei r money in sho rt term
fixed deposits.

5. Job Placements: Most of the street
childre n are run away childre n. who
leave the family for various reasons but
predomina ntly due to so me se rio us

However. they had to wo rk hard
to becom e members of Bosco
Boys' Ho me. On ly those who
pe rse ve red i n tra ve ll i ng to
Borivili from Wada la over a pe­
riod of six months were allowed
entry into Bosco Boys' Home .

Fr. Xavier Devdas was put in
charge of Shelte r in th e year
1995 together wit h Fr. Barn ube
D'Souza. A year after they took
over the target gro up of Shelte r
was given a sharper foc us: only
child ren be low the age of 14
were permitted e ntry into Shel­
ter. Thi s decision was arrived at
afte r mu ch reflect io n o n the
proce ss of growth and ed ucation
in the life of street children. It
was felt that if one were to make
any significa nt impact in o rder
to crea te a healthy orientation in
the life of a child on the street it
had to he made to those who
were still pliable. Furthermore.
it was noticed that even if there
were some who wanted to try an
alternative life-style they we re
often d iscouraged by elder street
boys who had already given up
hope and were in no mood to
c hang e . T h us co nce ntrati ng
on e's energ ies on the yo unger
street child. the soc ial wo rkers
at She lte r cou ld hom e in o n
methods o f rehabili tation that
were mo re effec tive and that
showed res ults.

In 1996. the municipal ity offered
Shelte r a space under the Dadar
flyover. Thi s was used as Shel­
ter's contact point for the street
child who is still unfam iliar with
Shelter at Wadala. Here med ical
aid is extended to the street child
and soci al workers are available
for counse lling.

In July the same year the /OOth steta
was celebrated on the grounds o f SI.
Joseph's School. w adala. The three day
fes tiva l bro ught together stree t kids
from all corne rs of Bombay and fro m
neighbo uring towns and ci ties as well.
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7111." St. Joseph' s viavataya (above)

and the Clmn 11of Gllr UIl'Y of
Fanma.

On t'o n :m beI 14,1977.theFatimaSis­
ten. came to Iaitala to be of asstsrance
inthe par i..h. as \\, ell a... in the vocation
centre. tailoring ci a",.. and the primary
school.

Then in 11)8') the Bombay Salesian 50­
d ely was e ntru sted with the ma nage ­
ment of the school and the running of
the parish. The ag reement was signed
fur 15 )'ea r.;. Fr. Francis Kharji a was
put in charge with Fr. Thomas D'Costa
as assistant par ish priest. T hey were
followed by Frs. Anand Dalmet . Nel­
son Carval ho. Leslie Pereira and Solo­
mon Rapol. Fr. Bonn ie Borges is cur­
rcutly the pa rish pries t wi th FT. Darryl
D'Souza as his ass istant.

the vidarbha region. Many baptised
Chri stians from Harjjan communities
likewi se joi ned Neo Buddhism and left
the faith.

Shaken ye t undeterred . the Fathers
worked tirele ssly for tho se who had re­
ma ined ,

Janala is the only ~Ia(ath i ..peaking
palish and5t . JosephOs vidyalaya is the
on ly Marathi med ium sc hool in the
archdiocese of Na gpcr to dat e.

The his to ry of the pari sh dales bad ; 10
1936 when Fr. Louis Gait laid the foun ­
dat ion of missionary work in Junala.
Health centre. soci al service and lad ies
tai lori ng class es were sta rted. Sr .
Odeue (a member of the ~ Iary 101 ­
maculate Soc iety! used III co me tw ice
a week 10 look after the activities. A

primary sc hool was opened in rhe vil­
lage.

In 19~7 Fr. Prancis Moget. M.S .F.S.•
w uh the hel p of the lo cal people
bought the present land and pUI up a
smal l SJnIClUre whic h was used as the
par ish residence. Slowly yet steadily
the work progressed . The re v. ere many
baptisms, all average of 30 perso ns a
da y.

Tht:I'Cwere two significa nt even ts uur ­
lug this period .

Fi rstly, the Government of the Cent ra l
Province O il the slate level set up a com­
mission under the leadership o f a re­
tired judge tu che...·1,. the now of COIl­
\ ersions to Christianity in the Vidarhha
region . He was highly
imp re s ...e d by FT.
Gaikwad who was ap­
pointed parish priest of
Jaitala at that time . He
gave a posi tive report
to hi... superiors.

j uitala IS a small vil­
lage situated abou t 12
kms. to the wes t of
Nagpur ci ty. If is sur­
rounded by important
locati ons: the
Ambazari Lake to its
north , the CR.PE and
S R.P.F. Camps to its
South. the- Sonegaon
Aerodrome to its east
and the M ,I.D.C. IOits

'" est.

Secondly. in 1956. Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar
took Diksha in Neo
Buddhism. Thi s al ­
mo st shook the very
root s of Christianity in

SERV/(ES:
Parisb

High School (.\lara/Id)
IJtd ly )'iJU th Club & Oratory

E)'enillg Study Clones
Vocational Training Centre

Mother & Child Care
Needlework, Tailoring

1989

ES1:~ 8USHED

/ 936

[)IOCESE OF N,IGPUR

ENTlI US1E[)
/ 989

ausisu r QF FAlUM
C1JUBCU

SL1IJS/;'/'1I !111t1.l.1l~

j aitala

STATE OF .\lA IIM<ASllTR.~

PARISHPklt:ST

FR. I'RA.'liClSKHARJlA 1989 ·19%

FR BO~~IE BORGES 19W1 -
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1990
tuem

.II0 UNT DON BOSCQ
(SI: fRAII'CIS XAVIER'S

CHURCH)

ESTA BUSHEIJ
1952

ENTRUSTEIJ
1990

CANONlCA U. Y ERECTEIJ
1997

DIOCESE OF GOA-IJA.IIAN

STATE OF GOA

SERVICES :
Schoot
Paris"

The parish of Tucm was
estab lished in 19 52 .
Over the years the pas­
tora l care of the parish­
ioners needed grea ter at­
ten rion . The chu rc h.
named afte r $1. Francis
Xavier. wa s in bad
shape. used only for the
services d uring the Holy
Week and the patron's
feast. Th e res iden tial
structure had collapsed.

The bishop invited the Salesians to take
it up in 1990. Fr. Chrysologus D'Cunha
was appointed as the firs t parish priest.
He was in..ta lled on June 29. 1990 by
the then Dean of Perne m. Fr. D' Gama.
He wa s assi sted by Fr. Do nal d
Femandez. The Satesians took up resi­
dence near the chape l of St. Francis
Xavie r ar rhe foot o f the hill , fac ing the
Chaporu river. Th is was their abode till
1997.

In lune 199 1. the Sa lesians too k o ver
an ex isting schoo l (VIII-X) called Pe­
te r Alva re s Hi gh Sc hool. Fr. Ceci l
Ncronha wa s appointe d as the fir st
Salesian Head master. On August 7.
1992. the De partmen t of Educat ion
granted ap proval to beg in the midd le
~hool.

Thus in 199 3. the schoo l ca me into ex­
istence and the renova ted church was
inaugurated by His Grace Archbishop
Raul Go nsalves. Fr. Lawrence D'Souza
was the new Headmaster succeed ing
Fr. Cecil Noronha. The schoo l, which
was being run in the Goankar Wada, in
the village, two kilo metres fro m the
reside nce of the Salesian community.
was. with the permission of the Goa

Tile Church atop the hill before
renovation and (below) the chapel
and residence at the foot ofthe hill..

Education Department. shifted adjace m
to the renovated Church of SI. Francis
Xavier on top of the hill. The hill was
called Mount Don Bosco . Corrugated
iron shee ts were se t up 10 make space
for 4 class-rooms. New furn iture was
made and by June 199 3, the school
comme nced classes for standards V,
VIII. IX and X. With prope r approval
too. the sc hoo l was named as Don
Bosco High School. Tuem . Th e reno­
vated church was once aga in inaugu ­
rated by His Grace Archbishop Raul
Gonsalves.

In 1993. Bro. Fred rick D'Sou za began
a tech nical sec tio n which offered boys
the poss ibility ofleami ng welding. The
Mount Don Bosco co mplex com­
menced the foll o wing year and was
ready for occupancy by 1997. The same
year the Saleslan s were also asked to
loo k after the Vaidongo r parish which
was handed o ver to the ir care. The
house was ca nonically erec ted in May.
1997 with Fr. Thom as Femandes as its
fin>! Rector.

1:'<i · CHARGE

FR.CHRYSOLOGUSD'CUNHA 1990 · 1996

FR THO~IAS FERNA~DES 1996 · 1997

RECTOR

FR. rnO~IASFER."'A.\"DES 1997
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STATE OF KARNATAKA

DIOCESE OF BELGA UM

DON BOSCQ ACADEMY

Fr. Godfrey O'Souza was put incharge
of the institution in 1994 and in 1996 .
In June 1996. Fr. Wilfred Pemandes
continued as In-Charge and Princ ipal.
In the meanw hile there we re o ther
c ha nges in th e staff. Fr. Romme l
D'Souza was replaced by Fr. Oomin ic
Savio Fe rna ndes a nd Fr. George
Williams.

Th e foundation stone of the 'Don
Bosco Academy' wa... laid in 1992. The
magnificent building complex is an ar­
chitectural marvel. provid ing natural
light, ventilation and a serene atmos­
phere so very esse ntial and co nducive
for the pursuit of knowledge . The ob­
ject of establishing this inst itution was
to provide yet another opportunity for
th e sc hoo l d ro pou ts and t he
marg inali sed yout h of Hu bli a nd
Dharwad to pursue their studies.

The tec hnic al school has recei ved
accred ition from 1997 and is now set
to launch into a new era of de velop­
ments.

The hall wa s
also attached
to the residen­
ti al qu ar te rs
and the build­
ing whic h
housed th e
t e chn i c al
sc hool. Th e

ha ll was inaugurated in 199 2.

In 199 1. the academy was accredited
to the National Open Schoo l which has
been recog nized by a number of Uni­
ve rs ities incl ud ing the Kar nataku,
Dh urwad . Man galo re , Ku ve mp u
(Shimoga) Universities.

Another significa nt event in the history
of the institu tion was the annual Youth
Pest organised chie fly by Fr. Wilfred
D'S ou za. th e Ad minis trato r. Youth
from all over Hubli and Dha rwad co n­
gregated for a day of reflection, fun
and music.

So. in 1989 Bra. Roc ha and Fr. Colln
moved ove r to a rented hou se in
Navenagar to establish the infras truc ­
ture at Sutgaui. Fr. Dominic D'Cruz
joined Bro. Roch a in 1989-90 . To­
gether they worked hard to complete

th e work o n
the aud it o­
rium.

Despite these progressive de velop­
ments. the school had to be handed over
to the dioce san hoa rd of education in
1989. However. in appreciat ion of this
service. the diocese magnanimously of­
fered the Sateslans a litt le more than a
nine acre plot of land at Sutgaui. This
place was within the corporat ion lim­
its and approximately four kms from
the national highway. It was an ideal
spot for esta blishing an institu tion that
cou ld reach out to the you th of the arch­
diocese.

During these seve n years . a co mpound
wall was erec ted around the hi gh
school building and a much need ed
schoo l hall was co nstructed. A com­
puter sec tion was established to usher
in a new era of techni cal educat ional
opportunity.

A ll extra-curr icula r ac tivities were
g iven a boost to e nsure the all-round
develop ment of the students , thus pro ­
viding each of them "a sound mind in
a sound body".This was indeed a novel
way of educating especially since many
students lacked adequate opportunities
for such a growth. One particular event.
the state leve l athletic meet co nducted
under the auspices of the school . was
acclaimed as historic.

Thi s task was as­
s igned to Bro .
Anthony Roc ha.
a dynamic Sales- E!5i!:~~:~~~~~~~~~~~
ian ed ucat ionist
who assumed office in the summer of
1982. By the time the schoo l reo pened
for the academic year on June I. 1982.
the e ntire schoo l building was given a
face-lift. He was ass isted thro ugh the
yea rs by his many vice principals: Frs.
vivian D'Sou za. Godfrey D'S a ,
Anaclere D'Mcllc and Coli n Xavier,

RI. Rev. Ignarius Lobe . Bishop of
Belgaum. invited the Sa lesians in ear ly
1982.10 take over the SI. Mary 's High
School. Keshwapur. Hubli. He in­
tended that this premier institution un­
dergo a restructur ing and offer its ben ­
eficiaries a thor­
ou gh a ll -round .---------------~
d e velopm e n t
since tr was near­
ing the century of
its existence and
service .

1981- 1994

1994 - 1996

1996-

ES TABU SJlEIJ
/ 99/

sutgatti

SERVICES:
Open School

Non-f ormal Trade School

ENTRUSTED
(St. MarJ's High Sellool)

/ 982 - / 989

1991

I~ ..cIl :\ RGE

BRO.A.\'lHO:\Y ROCHA

FR. GOOFREY D'SOl'lA

FR. y,lLFRED FER.-';A.\1>ES
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1992
alirajpur

WRAJfUR SIIMKSHANIK
SMMJlK KENDR.J1

ESTABUSHED
1992

f,\ RISII ENTRUSTED
1994

/)/OCESE OF INDORE

STATE OF MADHYA
f RAIJESII

SERVICES:
Scluml
Parish

Fr. Wil fred Sequei ru wa s se nt 10
Alirajpur in response to the invitation
o f th e bish op of Indore , Gcc rge
Anath il. He stayed in Alirujpur 10' \11

in a rented house fr om May I()(J I ..

A year later. he began the you th foo t­
hall team and would play with them
o n the public grou nd s. Slow ly he made
friends with the influential peo ple of
Alirajpur. The bishop of Indure had
purc hased a six acre plot situated aboin
a kilometre from the bus slop some
years ago. Here Fr. Wiffred beg an 10

put up a residence.

In 1993 Fr. Wilfred started the Lowe r
Kinderg arte n E ngli sh medium in a
rented room in the town which later
shifted to the res idence .... hich hehuilt .
Mea nwhile. the fen cing aro und the
land was pUI up.

He spent his early day s in a re nted
room . Be ing canonically attached 10

the house of Chotta Udepur, about 50
kms away. he would visit the COIlUll U­

nity there . He depended on this corn­
munity for all the financi al and spir­
itua l needs.

In the period 1 9().~ - I 99·t work fUI the
confreres reside nce a nd hall for the
church and schoo l bega n.

The contrercs reside nce building was
blessed by the Bishop of lndorc in
I Q94. Classes were conducted. in this
building with ;1 higher division heing
added each year.

The pari sh co mprises a bout seven
Catholic families and one rural mission
mass centre with seve ral Catholic tribal

families. It was started in 19Q-l-.

wor k on the school building began in
1995. Clas ses are conduc ted in the
completed portion of the building ,

The peop le surrounding the parish are
tnbals . Situated ju vt 15 kmv from
Gujarat . these people hail from the bor­
derv of Gujurnt and ~I:l.dhya Pradesh .

The Eng lish medium school acts as a
bridge between rbc tribals and the peo­
ple of the 10 .... n. 11 is making an impact
on the people of the town who tend 10

exploit the triba ls who in turn tale 10

viole nce as a solution. The violence is
now " n the decline

The Chri stian values and quality edu­
cation imp arted through the Salesian
charism are bound to have a posiuve
effect on The people.

Currently. there is a daily youth club
set up for the neighbou rhood . There
are three primary village education cen­
t res in the three triba l v illages of
Rodha. Gudath and Jamania. Village
visits are sporadic due 10 the dangers
(If being attacked after 7.0n p.m. This
taluka h noted for its aa coinv and a
has high murder rate.

In 1l)9 1. a 36 acre plot situated just
four kilom etres a~vay from the town
was acquired and is bein g prepared for
further devetop meots hy the Bombay
Satestan Soci ety.

Fr: wilfsrd Scquei ru welcomes
Risliop Anathil. Fr .lot/qui", D'SIIII:O

and guests at the h/('I .lillg of/he
Salesian residence ill July 191N.

(S·( HU GE

FR.WIl.f RfD SEQl:E.lRA

FR.STA."Sf FERRElR\

1991- 1997

19'"
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mocnse OF NA GPUH

liSTA BUSHED
1970

liNTHUSTED
1992

Co ngregation for sisters. with recrui ts
mainly fro m Kerala.

Unfortu nately. a ri ft developed be­
tween the diocese and Fr. Mathew over
the proper establishment of a diocesan
cong regatio n. Fr. Mathew had 10 be
transferred. He eve ntually left the dio­
cese of Nagpur. Subsequent priests who
were appoin ted 10 care for the Betul
pari sh found it almost impossible 10

slay in the parish due to the tensions
tha t con tinued 10 prevail. Thi s sad situ­
uticn continued for at least 17 years.
caus ing division and muc h damage to
the Betul church community. Eve ntu­
ally. beca use of the dec ision of the Su ­
preme Co urt. the siste rs had to leave
the premises and set up thei r schoo l in
another part of the town .

Thi s bein g the situation, Archbishop
Lcob ard D'Souza. was looking for a
religiou s congrega tion 10 take over this
pari sh. His aim .....as to rebuild the par­
ish comm unity. Fr. Lod dy Pires. the
then provincial of the Bo mbay Salesian
Society, met Archbi shop Leobard
D'Souza in 1988-89 who agreed to en­
trust the ca re of Betul parish to the
Saleslans. Fr. Loddy was eager to have
a base in Nagpur c ity so the bishop,
entrus ted the St. Joscph Vidyalaya and
Our Lady of Fatima Church , Jaitala. to
the Sa le sia ns in 1989. In 1992, Fr.
Virendra Couus was appointed parish
priest of Betul w ith Fr. Joseph Scares
as his assista nt.

The Sale slan s sta rted w ith tuit io n
cla sses and a yo uth centre o n Septern-

Afte r Fr. Jose ph w engert left the place
in 19~5 . the diocesan priests used to
vis it Betul from Amla. Many years
later, a resident prie st was appoi nted .
By 1958. Fr. Earnest Oliver started
visiting Betul from Amlaonce a month
in o rder 10 celebrate mass for three
Roman Catho lic fam il ie s namel y,
Anthony, Tohin and D'S ouza.

In 1970 , Fr. Mathew Elengi cal was ap­
poin ted pri est-i n-ch arge of SI.
Theresa's Church. Betul. The Litt le
Flo wer Eng lish medium school w3:<>

started. Fr. Mathew Elengica l and his
sisters Philo mcna and Lucy started a

Betul district is located in the southern
border of ~Iadhya Pradesh and occu­
pies an area of 10 ,[16 1 sq. krns . It lies
o n the Satpura plateau and is trave rsed
by the Satpura hills. The ave rage rain­
fall in the d istrict ranges from 40 to 50
inch es and increases fro m so uth to
north . Th e main drainage of the dis ­
trict are Tapti and Machna rivers . Rivu­
lets such as Tawa. Machna. Pum a and
Balse are not peren nial in nature .

About -«>'K of the total area in Betul
block is hilly and forested. TIle Ghonds
and the Kurkus form the mai n tribal
population.

Near the town of Betu l the diocese
owned a property and a bunga low
ca lled 'Villa Tbercsa', obtained from a
re t ired Iri sh en g in ee r. Fr. Jose ph
w engert was sent in 1 9~ 1 to start eva n­
gelisation . Five years of effort s pro­
duced mea gre result s.

1992 · 1996

1997 -

S TATE OF MADH YA
PHAD ESH

SEHVICliS:
Parish

l v (ation Training In stitute for
non -f ormal trades

Hostel fo r Boy s
Evening Study Classes

Mission Centre

betul

1992

Sr, THERliSA'S CHUHCl I,
DON BOSCO SON·FORMAL

TECHNICAL SCHOOL

IS-CHARGE

FR.VIRE.' 1>RA COIJITS

FR.SOLO~IOS RAPOl
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ber 13. 199 2. On November 3, 199 2.
rbe non-formaltechnical schoo l came
into existence. Mr. Francis D'Souza. a
ded ica ted teache r. co nducted t he
course. The arc hbis ho p as ked Fr .
Virend ra to prepare a project to cater
10 the needs of Betul and its surround­
ing villages. The year 1993. was one
of tremendous activi ties. The project
wa s e nvisa ged a nd planned by Fr.
Virendra Couus and his team and was
submitted 10 the pro vinci al and his
council and 10 the archbi shop for their
appro val. Holl and Funding Agency
CEBE~tO came forwa rd 10 fund the
project

Fr. Cyril D'Souza was appoint ed as as­
sistant parish pr iest as Fr. Joscph Scares

was transferred . Bro Anthony O'Souza
was appointed IQ Betul from June 1l)(N .
He greatly improved ue standard of the
courses offered. Fr. Allwyn Misquina
was appointed as the adminis trator and
assistant parish priest on May 24. 1995.

With the project being appro ved and
funds sanctioned the foundation stone
was laid on February 24. 1995 by Fr.
Joaquim O·Soul a. lhe prov incia l. The
year 1995 was one of hectic act ivity.
The bui lding took sha pe. Meanwhile,
Fr. Virendra Co urts started a dialogue
with the S isters and helped the m rec­
onci le with the Archbisho p and the
Nagpur diocese .

The buildings were ready and the in­
auguration cere mony took place on the

occasion of the feas t of the Queenship
of Our Lady on August 22. 19%. Rt.
Rev. Sytvester Momeiro. Auxiliary
Bishop of Nagpur. blessed the build­
in gs in the pre se nce of F T. Tony
D'Sowa. Provincial of Bombay.

The buildings constructed included the
residence/hostel for priests and boys:
technica l inst itute with both light and
hea vy wor kshop and the multipurpose
hall.

In 1996, Fr. So lomon Rapol replaced
Fr. COUIt ~ as the head of me institute .

Today. the paris h consists of -19 Ca tho­
lic families with act ivities of various
kinds. The non formal technical insu­
tute has to its c redit the e lect rician
course and the electronics co urses ,

ADANCING PEOPLE
The peo ple of the Rath wa tribe . whom the Gujarat
Salc sian Mission largely serves. live mostly in settlements
on hilly tracts in East Gujara t and West Mudhya Prudesh.
They have a tribal culture that is rich in symbolis m. thut
adds colour and mean ing to thei r economically back­
ward lives. Their wall-paintings and dancing highl ight
their innate oneness with their en vironment . It also helps
to bui ld tribal unity and fellowship.
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1992
sa ved i

DON BOSCO VlDYALAYA

SA LESIAN PRESE,\'CE
while residing at Hhingar /9 86

while at Savedi /991

p,jROCIIlAL STA TUS
1995

CANONICAU-Y ERECTED IN
1997

DIOCESE OF NA SIIlK

S TATE OF MAHARASHTRA

SERVICES:
School

Boarding/or Village Boy.f
Parish

.\Ii,u ion Centres
Chaplancies

Oratories

Th e Salesian s look up the parish o f St .
John's Ch urch, Bh ingar, from the Jesu­
its in 1986 . Th is parish enco mpassed
the whole tal uka which included
Savedi and the surroundi ng areas. Th e
need for a separate plo t owned by the
Sulesians was urgent ly felt and at the
request of Fr. Loddy Pires. the Pro­
vincial. Fr. William Falcao began to
look for a plot of land. The land at
Savedi was fina lly purchased in 1988.
It had great ad vantages since it wa s
situated near the Maharaslura Ind ustrial
Development Corporat ion ( ~ IIDC) of
Ahmednagar. It held out prospects for
a nouri sh ing you th ministry among the
population that had se ttled for work in
the vic inity, comprising the villages o f
Nagapu r, Gajanan, Wadgaon Gu pta.
Ren ukan a gar and Savedi . Every
Wed nesday, being a ho liday fo r the
MI DC. a mass was celebrated in each
o f these areas. However , o nce the land
at Suvedi was purchased . a tem porary
multipurpose hall was built in 1989 and
from then onwards mass was celebrated
here for the whole locali ty.

Meanwhile. a non-formal trade schoo l
was starte d with the hel p of a lay in­
structor backed by TRYSE~t. Aroun d
ten boys were instructed and resided
on the site. The rema ining part of the
pro perty was brought under cultivation
and the yie lds supported the boarding
at Bhingar.

The boarders attended the Sacred Heart
Marath i Schoo l. Thi s bo ard ing wa s
gradually phased out and a new board­
ing and school was started at Savedi in
1991. Fr. Solomon Rapol, the assist­
ant parish priest of St.Joh n's. was giv en

charge of the new school. He ca me to
Saved ! with eight boys of Std. VIII in
the month o f Aug ust. Bro . Manu e l
joi ned Fr. Solomon in the month ofDe­
cember. Togeth er they bega n the work
at Saved! under the leadersh ip of Fr.
william. In the yea r 199 1. the schoo l
was recognised . It co mprised stand­
ards I. 11 a nd VIII and had a tota l
strength of 76 stude nts . Fr. Will iam
Falcao was the Principal of the school
and was operating from Bhingar.

In the year 1992 , th e fir st residen t
Salesian team was set up headed by Fr.
Thom as D' Costa who was In-charge 3-\

well as the Pr in cipa l. Bro . To ny
D' So uza was the Ad ministrator and
Cleric Darry l D'Souza the Assistant.
Th ere we re 60 boarders and 250 stu­
dents in the schoo l.

Due to legal problems regarding etec­
tricity and other facilities that were nec­
essary for the TRYSEM to function, the
non-formal trade school was closed.
The pa sto ra l needs o f the Cat ho lic
populatio n in the villages s ituated
along the Aura ngabad Road continued
to be loo ked after by the new commu­
nity at Savedi .

Th ese early days were filled with ex­
periences of much anxiety and hard­
ships due to the lack of e lectric it)" and
wate r supply. Vested interests of po li­
ticians also severely delayed the rec­
og nition of the midd le school which in
turn retarded the nur nbcr c f admissions.
Scorpi on s and snakes frequented the
place and the lack of a proper road lead­
ing to the school increased the menace
of robberies. Cleari ng land and court

PARISH PRIESTS tFRm l BHI~GAR )

FR. WIlUAMFALCAO 1986 · 1993

FR. xasosFALCAO 1993 · 1995

l:"-CH.' RG£

FR.1lI0 MASD'COSTA 1991·1995

PARISH I'RIF..~T

FR. 1lI0~tAS D'('()STA 1995-

RF.croR
FR.TI-lmlAS0'( 0 51A 1997 -
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cases also caused greauenslon and con­
sumeda lotof time. lt seemed nsif thc
problem s woul d ne ver end,

On Ap ril 7. 199 3. the foundation sto ne
for the boardi ng buildin g was laid and
was completed on September 16, 199·t
The cultivation of the fie lds ceased and
the land wa s used as a playgro und.

June 16, 1995. was a red-leuerday fo r,
it was on th is day that the pari sh of
Sa ved! wa s e st abli shed with Fr.
Tho mas D'Costa as the Pari sh Priest.
Th is new parish was dctatchcd from the
mother parish o f Bhi ngar together with
the pari sh of SI. Anne's . Ahmed nagar.
It's j urisd ict ion was defined a nd it

grad ua lly began to devel op its o wn
identity.

Th e par ish has abo ut 2500 Cathol ics
which includes those in the i\lI DC ar­
eas surrou nding Savedi as well a" those
from the thirteen villages along the
Aura ngabad and Man mad Road. Since
June 1997. the parish has also a new
ce metery land situated on the banks o f
the Sena river.

Th e house was canonica lly erec ted in
1997 and Fr. Tho mas D'Ccsta was ap­
poi nted :IS the first Rector of the co m­
mu nity co mprising Fr. lames Tuscuno
the Administrator. Fr. Cyril D'Souzu
the Pre fect of S tudi e s a nd C le rics

Milto n D'Cunha and George ~!iranda

as pract ical trainees.

In the meantime the founda tion stone
for the sc hool bui ld ing was la id on
June 26 . 1996. and bui lding wo rk was
completed o n January 17. 1998.

Tod ay the schoo l co mprises classes
from lower K.G. to X. having two di­
visio ns each in the higher classes. The
present strength of the schoo l is 850
stude nts, bo th bo ys and girls . Th e
school has been recugnised by the gov­
em mer nand is now fully aided . There
are 120 boys in the hoarding and all o f
t he m co me fro m vill ages o f
Ahrnednagar district .

Mr. John Tolou sc. an cx-Sulestnn . ea­
ge r tu ex press his gr atit ude for his
Salesian tra in ing, had bee n urging the

Salesians at the Don Bosco Youth Serv­
ices to pu rchase a plot he wa s willing
to offer at a very nominal rate. The plot
was a secluded spot on the Uuan sea­
face which was ow ned by his mother­
in-law who had already sold a portion
of her pro perty 10 an industrial co m­
pany. He insisted that she reserve a
portion for a rel igiou s cause.

The OBYS team that had been conduct­
ing camps for youth in the areas nearby
visited the spot and found it an excel­
lent campsite. Th ey urged the provin­
cia l to cons ide r the o ffer. After the
agreements were made and the neces­
sa ry permission obta ined the Provin ­
cial Econom er. Fr. Edwin D'SOUl a be­

gan the work of construc ting a holid ya
home. under much diffi cult y due to the
remoteness of the area. Finally. on De­
cember 30. 1996 , the bungalow was in­
augurated by Fr. Tony D'Souza in the
prese nce Mr. To louse and his family
and a few confreres from the houses in
Bombay who e njoyed a day ofT from
routine work.

Th e bunga low comprises two dorm i­
torie s. four ro o ms a nd a kitc hen .
Camps, animat ion programmes and re­
trea ts for YOUlh are be ing held here all
through the year but es pecially during
the ho lidays. Mr. Totouse co ntinues to
look ane r the prope rty on behal f o f the
Salesia ns.

BORNICHIWADI
a place to un wind
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1993
•vtrar

JEEVANPATA
I'BARTHANAlA II!

ENTRUSTED
1993

ESTABUSHED
1996

ARCIIDIOCESE Of' BOMBAY

STATE Of'MA HARASHTRA

SERVICE:
Parish

On the ea !'>! of Virar station lies the
J ivdani hill with a temp le situated on
its top. Most of the area 10 the north
and south are agricultural lands while
on the west there are salt pans. Up 10

1917. much of this portion had been
pail of the sea . There has always been
a scarcity of wate r in this reg ion . With
the arrival of the rai lway station in 1866
the populat ion began 10 increase and
land was recla imed.

The Catholic prese nce is ..ituated in the
villages of Bolinj and Agashi which are
respectively just IWO and four km s west
of the station. The original residents
were Agries, So ml'anshiyas and
Kshyatrias.

There must have been a chu rch or
chapel at Dongarpada nea r the bank of
the creek and pe rhap s a resid en tial
zone . But after the Portuguese fled the
residents who were converted to Chris­
tianity through Portuguese influence.
were neglected spiritually. Many re ­
co nverted to Hinduism and are now
called Nave Mara /M.

In 1975. a ce rtai n M r. Augusti ne
Rodrigues. who had his d iamond cut­
ting workshop in Virar wanted a ble ss­
ing on the occasion of the first anni­
versary of his workshop. His associ ­
ates (all Catholics) suggested that in­
stead of a blessing he could ask for a
Holy Mass. Msgr. Philip Tawares, then
parish priest of Nandakhal. liked the
idea and told them to organize a Mass
on December 26. instead of Decem­
ber ta. the date Mr. Rcd rigucs had sug­
gested. lr would be a Christmas gift to

Virar. he thought. Thus the first mass
was celebrated on December 26. 1975.
on the verandah of the Pereira build­
ing near the railway cross ing.

The following year. Fr. Peter O' Mello
ca lled some peo ple from neighbouring
Aga shi. Nanda kha l a nd A rna la
churches to participate in the Mass at
the Pereira bu ilding. Priests. Brothers.
Sisters and the laity were in attendance.

And so in 1977. the Catholic associa­
tion of Virar was with seven members.
three of whom were non-Catholics.
Among the topic s for discussion was
the issue of celebrating Mass for
Chri stmas. The association began to
collect money for this purpose.

The next three years the Chri stmas cel­
ebration was called " Virar Sarvajanit:
Christa l ayun ti Ursa\'" Frs . Simon
Borges and ~l i lton Miranda conducted
the service. Following them were many
others such as Fr. lgnatius 'Iuscano. Fr.
Raph ael M untode , Fr. Napoleon
Gonsah·es. Fr. Peter Almeida.

!l.1eanwh ile. the co ns tructio n of the
Perei ra bu ilding was co mpleted and it
was decided to use the third floor of
the building for the celebration of this
Eu c ha r ist. Mr. Aug usti ne Pe reira
agreed to give his space for this noble
cause . Mass was to be arra nged here
on alternate Sunday s start ing Septem­

ber 1982.

In June 1989. FT. Peter Almeida was
appointed to say Mass. All along the
mass was said in Marathi. Fr. Peter re­
alised the d ifficulty of many parishion -

I~ ·CHARGE

FRS. RAPHAEL &: JOE BRAGA."JZA 1993

FRA...." u m D'MEUD I~

FR.DO:'o.I1~ lC lISBO... 1995
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e rs who co uld not foll o w Maruth i.
He nce. Fr. Edw in Co lascc. the then
parish priest of Nandakul gra nted per­
mission for Mass in mixed language s.

In 1990. Rt. Rev. Thomas Dabre. Aux­
iliary Bishop ofBombay visited the site
an d offered Christmas greetings . A
warm welc ome was given by the peo­
ple o f Virar. A big non -Catholic crowd
a lso attended the prog ram me a nd
sought his blessings.

On May 5, 1992. Bishop Thomas aga in
visited Virar and heard the difficulties
of the people. Th e populat ion was ap­
proximately 700 Catholic s.

In the meantime negotiation s were on
between Fr. Lod dy Pires. the pro vin­
cial and Bishop Th om as Dabre regard­
ing the entry o f the Sales jans into Virar.
On May 15, 199 3, Fr. Peter Almeida
solemnly announced that the Virar cen­
t re wo uld be ha nded o ve r to the
Salesians. The priests at Don Bosco.
Shelter - Prs. Raphael Lobo and Joe
Braganza, were formally asked 10 cel ­
ebrate Mass at Virur every Sunday.

In 199-l , th is charge was handed over
to Fr. Anaclete D' M e llo and Fr.
Do minic Lisbou. In 1995, Fr. Domi nic
Lisboa from Bosco Boys' Home was
put incharge of the Virar Catholic com­
mun ity. From 1996, he was allowed to
work full time on the parish o f Virar
b~ residing at the parish of Nandakal
with the diocesan priests. In 1997. a
bungalow was bought on the west o f
Virar, approximately a kilom etre from
the station.

On Octobe r 15, the Salestans took pos­
sess ion o f the bungalo w and shifted
res ide nce fro m a temporary rent ed fla t
to the bungalow which has been named
Jeevan Data Prarmanatava. T he
strength o f the parish today is 1500
co mprising 350 families.

Ment ion must also be made of the pur­
chase of a few plots o f land in 1983
tota lling about thre e acre s at
Manwe llpada on the east of Virar. It is
still retained by the Salesians although
no plan is designed as yet.

The l WDP ill pro1-:res.f a/

Rathadgaan. Ahmednagar; where ( I

'nala-bund: is being completed. -
•

•

where it seldom rains
Salesians work ing in drough t stricken
ru ral a reas have re ali se d that the
education of young people cannot be
isolated from the wo rk to improve the
eco nomic situation of the fam ilies from
which they come: and that the urge for
development must arise from and besus­
ta ined by the people the mselves . It is for
this reason that the Bosco Gramin Vlkas.
Ahmednagar and the Lok St'Ta Kendra,
Chhotaudepur have adopted a holistic
approach to the pro blem by the imp le­
mentation of the Integra ted Wate rshed
Development Programme (IWDP ).
Essentially, thi s project is based on the
participation o f the people in the deploy­
ment of specific techniqu es for preserv­
ing rain wate r in the subsoil. Eight years
after the project s co mmenced, thanks to
the various fundin g agencies that have
backed the m a nd tha nk s to the
determinatio n and perseverance of the
people themselves, approximately 10 vil­
lages - about 2000 hectares of land , have
been brought under the IWD P.

The results are showing.

3.1 HistOry 11 tbllnslllutlons
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1994
loutolim

THE DON HOSCO CRAFTS
INS TI TUTE

DONATED
1951

ESTA HUSHED
1994

DlOCESE OF GOA- DMIA N

STATE OF GOA

SERVICES:
Non-formal Technical Centre

specifically for drop-outs

The institu tion "Abrigo para Trabalho
e Repo uso". founded by Decree 1\'0.
1.02~ of Ap ril 10. 1930 of the
Portuguese , came 10 be ad mini..tered
by the Sociedade de Saiesianos de S.
Joao Bosco, by decr ee no .5.370 .
published in the "Boletim Oficial "dated
November Ze. 195 1. The lands for thi..
institut ion were gifted by Fr. Pedro
Alca ntra Ouadros. Together with its
building at Paim nr Novo Cortali m. and
all its propert ies whic h. continued to
be lo ng to the enti ty referred in the
respective statutes, the assets of the
Abri go ca me und er t he fu ll
responsibility of the Salesian Soc iety
represented by its supe rior Fr. Vincent
Scuderi. Some of these asse ts were the
p lo ts at Loutol im village. Th e se
properties in Loutolim vi llage we re
bei ng controlled by so me villagers.
S in ce the libe ra tio n period ( 1961
onwards ) the Sal esians lost track of
these plots and it was only in 199 1that
the news of these plots was bro ught to
the notice of Fr. Olivio Miranda. the
then Rec tor o f Fatorda and Fr. Loddy
Pires. the Pro vinc ial. Fr. Michael
Mascarenhas wa s appointed to head a
com mission of six members to study
the feas ibili ty of taking up this offer in
1991 . Th anks to his untiring wo rk. he
wrested control o f the two properties
in 1992 and recovered them for the
Sulesian Soci ety. T he present institute
is situated on the largest of these two
wh ich has an area of 30.()(X) sq. metres.

Fr. Michael Mascurenhus commenced
the Do n Bosco Technica l Institute for
dropo ut boys in the sma ll mud house
in summer of 1993. Three trades. i.e .

steel fabri c ati on . c a rpe nt ry a nd
elec trici ty. were being o ffered. Two
Salesians. Bra. Ludvik Za brer and Fr.
Michael D'Costa were appointed to
live here fro m May 1 99~ . Althou gh
th e qu art e rs were rather poor. the
breath-taking natural beauty of the
location attracted them.

The name of the inst itute was cha nged
from "Don Bosco Technical Institute "
(0 "Do n Bosco Crafts Institu te ". T he
Institute is a tra ining -cum-production
vocational ce ntre that undertake s work
in steel fabri cat io n. wood technology
and electri c repai rs. Together with their
trade. disadvantaged boys are ed ucated
to hum an maturity and self-reliance .
There were 12 boy s in the first batch
and the number went o n increa sin g
each year. The fact that 99Cfo f the past
'pupils are all gainfully employed is no
mean achieveme nt for thi s fledg ling
in st i tu te . P re se nt ly there a re 17
stude n ts . T wo more j ob -orie nted
co urs e s lik e pl umb ing and
autoelectriciun for dropouts as well as
ba sic co mpute r cou rse s ar e being
planned .

Tile tunnble beginnigs of the
D Oll Hm C(I Craft s t nst imte

I.\.('H..\RGE

FR~IICHAEL D'COSTA I~ ·
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1994
kapadvanj

DON BOSCO HOSTEL

ESTABIJSHED
1994

PARISH ENTRUSTED
1995

DIOCES E OF A HMEDABAD

STATE OF GUJA RAT

SERVICES:
Language training / or

candidates
Catechetical Centre

Rt. Rev. Charles Gomes had a vision
for thegalesians. He was eager to have
them set up ce ntres in a semi circl e to­
ward s the East o f Ahmedabad. namely.
Kapadvanj , Bayad and Dakor since
these areas have a high concentration
of Thakoni.

The Sale..ians did some scou ting in this
area but were initially reluctant to e..•
tabli sh themselves there because the
Jesuits who were based in Kath lal. ap­
prox imately 15 kms from Kapadvanj,
were already catering to the needs of
the area.

Fr. Michael Femandes. while Rector of
Dakor. sought permission 10 acqui re a
port ion of land at Kapad vanj in view
of further developments in the Kheda
District of Gujarat and the need for
support communities for Dukor,

Fr.Aurelius Maschio blessed the build­
ing at Kapadvanj on March 24. 1994 .
Fr. Micbael too k charge of the place
along with Fr. Nelson Couto on May
21. that year.

In 1996. at the recommendation of the
Pro vin ci al. Fr. Ton y D'souza . the
Cutecbctical Centre was shifted here .
The English language course for can­
didates who wish to join wa s a lso
shifted here from Baroda.

Consequently. the house closed its hos­
tel apostolate.

AI present. besides the management of
the house. the confreres engage them­
se lves in fruitful animatio n of youth in
the ne ighbouring villages. Value edu­
cation courses are also being held for
youth gro ups at the ce ntre.

March 24. /994. inuugurcnon of the
building : Fr. '\!ast"hiu gj~'es Cl word
of advice as Fr. !tIi("/lael interprets.

1~.(1{_"RGE

FR. MlotAELFERNA!\1>ES

PARISHPRIEST

FR. MICHAEL FERNA.'\OES

FR. !\USOSCOlnO

19'M -1995

1995- 1996

'''''-

IJ '
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1995
• •slrsl

SI: i Q11N BOSCO C/lURCH
S7: ANTHQNI"SQIOQ/.

ESTABUSHED
1982

ENTRUSTED
1995

V IOCESE OF KARIVA R

-

•

STATE OF KARNATAKA

SERVICES,
High School

Pari~lr

Sirsi. a hill station OH~r 2000 ft. above
sea level is situated in the d iocese o f
Karw ar, Nort h Kan ara Distnc r.
Kama taku. Th e Bishop of Karwar, RI.
Re v. Willi a m D'M e llo inv ited the
Salesians 10 take over a parish and
schoo l established in 1982 named SI.
Amhony Churc h and Schoo l. It was the
third of the three parishes in the tow n

of Sirsi.

Fr. Joaquim D'Scuza the Snlesiun Pro­
vincial acce pted the offe r. Accord ingly.
on the even ing of May 16, 1995, amids t
a large gathering of paris hio ners. di­
ocesan clergy and Salesians. the church
and school dedicated to S1. Anthony
was handed ove r to the Salesians. Fr.
Lawrence D'Souza was appoi nted Par­
ish Priest with Fr. Fel ix Pemande s as
his assistant

three sec tors and was considered
pastorally fulfi lling by the Satesians
who pioneered the wo rk.

In June 1996. Fr. Mic hael Mascaren has
wa s put in charge. Fr. Leandro Gracias
joined as ass istant a year later. They
look forwa rd to a fruitful apostolatc
amo ng the young who are open. sim­
ple and sincere.

1~ ·ClUR{;E

FR......\liRE.'\CE D'SOUZA

FR. !t11CHAfl.~IASCARESHAS

3.1 liSt'" ,llbllastUlltlons

1995 .. 1996

1996 "

The Bishop of Karwar approved the
new title of the pari sh church which
was renamed after 51. John Bosco.

The SI. Anth on y School consis ted of
classes from Std . VIII to X. 11 was a
school for the elite o f the area and il
had always e xce lled in academic re­
sults.

In contras t. the seg me nt of SI. John
Bosco pari sh entrusted to the Salesians
comprised the poorest populalion of the
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WORKS WE HAD TO REliNQUISH
VA U ' OI: (I'1~ 7- 1 976 1

The year was 19~7. Sulesian work at
Panjim was already bur stin g at the
sea ms. The few boys who had already
picked up carpe ntry and joinery needed
10 progress. But machines were hard
10 come by. The Government. on the
other hand , had a fa irly we ll equipped
school at Valpoi but were short o f pu­
pils.

Fr. Scuden. always on the alen for new
opportunities. offered to take up the
school at Valpu i. The Patriarch of Goa.
Dorn Jose da Costa Nune s. a patro n of
the Salesian s asked the Sa testans to
take over the parish as well and try their
hand at missionary work.

Frs. J. Mora and O . Bern we re sent to
pionee r the new enterprise . the former
as pari sh priest and the latter as the
school in-c harge . A mo nthly allow ­
ance from the government helped run
the place . Soon after. Fr. Bern left for
Madras and the responsibilities of both
the pari sh and school fell on Fr. Mora's
shoulders.

In 1954. a new Rector in the perso n of
Fr. G. Moja and Fr. Victor D'Souza
was sent to hel p Fr. Mora. The board­
ing strength increased to 34 boy s as
much as the available space co uld ac­
co mmodate. Th e technical school saw
little prog ress due to the lack of teach­
ers and finally it was handed back to
the go vernmen t in 1962.

The Portuguese prima ry became an
Englis h medium primary and was later
stepped up to a High Schoo l. As space
became a prob lem. a build ing to hou se
the new school was planned and wo rk

was started. Fr. Mora found the church
inadequate and bui lt a new one. this
was to be his last effort. IIIhealth found
him incapable of carrying on and he
had 10 finally withdraw completely.

The entire enterprise was hand ed over
to the diocese much 10 the chagrin of
the locals and the funding agencies that
Fr. Mora had tapped for help. In 1973
the superiors decided (0 give it anot her

try and Frs. E. Fernandes and Byron
de Silva were sent to resume work.
Despite their tireles s efforts progress
was far from being reached and a final
decision to clo se was taken in 1976 .

~ IALA () : n97~·I"~6 1

SI. Jude's Church . Malad . found its
humble begi nnings in 1971. in an open
garage whic h was acqu ired by the late
Fr. Paul Shah. who tra velled from St
Th omas'. Gore gaon East to care for the
spi ritual needs of those under his care.
Fr. Ge rman Lemos succeeded Fr. Shah
as the Parish Priest in 1973. He con­
ce ntrate d mainly on liturgical anima­
tion of the fa ithful. Th e Sale sian s were
given charge of the parish in 1974. Fr.
P. D. Thom as wa s put in-charge and
res ided at Don Bosco Bo rivili. Fr.
Thomas also saw the need for spi ritual
care and hence encouraged his pari sh­
ioners to take pan in several church
activities as well as attend Sunday se rv­
ice s. Of special mention is the novena
to SI. Jude the patron o f the parish du r­
ing which large crowds gathered to pay
homage . Fr. Rich ard D'Sou za took
charge in 1975 . He wa s pastoral in his
approac h and attentive to the problem s

o f his parishioners. Finally in 1986. the
Salesians finally handed over charge of
the parish to the dioce san clergy.

AII~ IEDAIlA() : """" ·!__7,

The Cath olic Church. Camp. wa s bu ilt
by the anny more than a hundred years
ago for the Ca thol ics of the army at
Ahmedabad . Th e o ne and ha lf acre
property around it was handed o ver
officially to the Cat holic Church by the
President of India since ind epend ence
on lease in perpetuity.

At presen t there are very few Cathol ic
fam ilies staying in the prem ises since
they are alwa ys on transfers. T he ma­
jority of Cathol ics are staying o utside
the army compound . At times due to
some res trictions the parishioners are
not allowed to e nter and are thu s put
to great inconvenience when attending
religious services. Th e pari sh is not
allowed to put up any structures with­
ou t per miss ion and repeated req uests
have been denied .

In the year 1980 the Catholic Church.
Cam p. was erected as a Parish run by
the Jesuits. On Ap ril 25 . 1990. it was
entrusted to th e Sa les ia ns. Fr. lvan
D'Scu za was the first Salesian pari sh
priest. Th e orig inal scope was to cre­
ate at the pari sh an animation centre.
However. it wa s not possible to estab­
lish the full fled ged Salesian Commu­
nity due to some anny restriction s. Fr.
Joseph Miranda succeeded Fr. lvan in
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1991 . Others who worked here were
Fr. Ale x Fern ande s. F r. Lo re nzo
D·Souza. Fr. Savio Gomes.

Towards the middle of 1996 the scope
of the hou se was put to study and as a
result it was handed back to the dio­
cese in June 1997.

KII \ ' [)"'A: , 1 9~ - 19"'"

In June 1984. the Bishop of Khand wa.
RI. Rev. Abraham Vitut hadankura in­
vited the Sale sian s IQ loo k afte r SI.
Tho mas Bo y 's Hoste l. a board ing
schoo l for Balahi Dalits. Frs. Elson and
A naclet e we re se nt by Fr. C hry s
Sa lda nha. the Provincial. Fr. Nelson
Co uto replaced Fr. Anaclete after a
year. Besides running the hostel they
were IQ teach at the nearby SI. Th omas
High School. Apparently the Salesians
did not e njoy the favour of the Dioc­
esan council and the two -year con tract
e xpired without further renewal.

111101'\1.: ''''''-1_
On the im -ita tion of the Bi shop of
Bhopal. Rt. Rev. Eugene D'Sou za. Fr.
C hrys Saldanha . the Pro vinci al of
Bombay sent Fr. Mario Vaz and Fr.
Edward D'Souza to begi n youth wor k
in the parish of Sevasedh an in May
198-1. The y began in earnest minister­
ing to approxi mat e ly 100 Ca tho lic
families. They widened the cir cle of
influence by taki ng up value ed ucation
and animation program mes in schoo ls
in the archd iocese. Afte r the first year.
Fr. Ed ward was replaced by Fr. Bento.
Th ey had to move to another parish in
the Bbarat Heavy Electricals Limited
(8 HEL) township called SI. Josep h's
Church. Bharkh eda . There were pos­
sibilities of negotiating a plot of land
from BHEL. Meanwhile a plo t of land
was bought by the Sale sian s at Mis rod
about 20 kms from Bhopal where an
indu strial town shi p exists.

In the meantime. Fr. Mario mo ved . this
t ime with Fr.J oe Br aga nza to
Shantinagar. They lived in the Blessed
Arno ld Pari sh situated in the BHEL
township near the Bhopal School o f
Social Sciences (BSSS). They too k up
residence in a private bungalow and
organ ized from here many youth pro­
grammes with e xcellent respo nse from

3.1 Hlslory 01 IIle Ins!nulIDns

the youth of the parish and the d iocese.
In the meantime Fr. Co lin Xavier re­
placed Fr. Joe .

A feasibi lity study was conducted by
the tech nical commission of the prov­
ince to look into the possib ility of set­
ting up a technical schoo l at Misrod .
Plans were bein g finalised but the non­
agricultural certificate was diffi cult to
procu re.

In January 1988. Bharat Heavy Elec ­
trica l Li mited (BHEL) licensed 20
ac re s of la nd to Bis hop Eu gene
D'Souza of Bhopal for ed ucational pur­
po se . Th e
Bishop who
was a t tha t
ti me t he
Chai rman of
the (BSSS ).
con st ructed
three blocks.
cove ring less
than an acre
for a college
on t he
premi ses. In 1993 Bishop Eugene re­
quested BHEL to start a primary tsec­
ondary school in the south east extre mi­
ties o f the BSS S to be run by the
Salesiansof Bhopal. On June 1-1. 1993.
Provi ncia l. Fr. Loddy Pires and Bishop
Eugene signed a forma l agree ment per­
mitt ing the Salesians to begi n work on
the site and with clauses (0 safeguard
the Sales ians interests. On Apri l 23,
199-1 BHEL granted permission to the
Salesians to se t up a Principal's resi­
dence on the premises. The formal
agreements were to be wo rked out.
Meanwhile. the land was levelled and
a wall erected at the site.

In June 199-1. Fr. Mane was tran sferred
and Fr. George Will iam s was put in
charge with the help of Fr. Mathe w
Coutinho . He began the construction
of a residential building from .....here the
school would also run .

In 1995 when Bishop Topno took over
the Archdiocese the q uestion of the
Salesians running the school ca me up
and he had agre ed to honou r the letter
signed by his predecessor. Meanwhile.
construction work was on in full s.....ing.
Trou ble brew up in Decem ber 1995
whe n the pri ncipa l o f the College
warned Bishop Topno against starting
a school due to a threat tha t the Col-

lege would lose its recognition by the
UGC and theHigher Education Depart ­
ment if the school was in the same
ca mpus as the co llege .

On thi s instance the Bishop in a letter
dated January 17. 1996. asked the
Salesians to disconti nue the project for
fear of endangering the BSSS Coll ege .
Eight mon ths earlier the very sa me
Bishop ratifi ed the earli er agree ment
o f his prede cessor. Ho.....ever. effort s
were made 10 resolve the matter with
the Archdiocesan authorities but to no
avail. the Salestans were forced to leave

on Jun e I.
1996. Th e
a rc h d ioce se
co m pe nsa ted
t he e xpe nse s
on the residen­
tia l block after
t heir req uest
for a discount
on the o riginal
price wa s ac ­
cepted.

THE AFRIC\,
DELEG,\TIO, : (I - I

In 1979 Fr. Eg idio v tgeno. Rector
Major invi ted the Salesian Provincia l
Counci l of India (SPCI) to send mis­
sionaries to Africa. The SPCI accepted
and in 1980. Fr. Tony D'Souza. Pro­
vincia l of Bomb ay was entrus ted with
the task ofo rganising the project. Five
ce ntres were opened in East Africa and
by 1981 three-me mber communities
were established in each of the five
presences. On completing his term. Fr.
Tony left for Africa to take charge of
these com mun ities.

In 1982. in compliance with the request
of the SPCI and the desire of the Rec­
tor Major. the Sale sian communities of
East Africa were convened into a del­
egation of the Province of Bom bay. Fr.
Chrys Saldanha. was the Provincial in
charge . Gradually more communities
.....ere started and older ones canonically
erected . Thi s expansion incl uded a co­
ord inating ce ntre at Na iro bi and an
asplramere at Mafinga. The SPCI also
visited the mission to assess the devel­
op me nt there.

Fina lly in 1988 the Delegat ion became
a Vice Province and thus severed its
ties with the Province of Bombay. _
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NUMBER OF SALESIANS
IN THE PROVINCE OF BOMBAY· 1997·98

=
p =
LB =
CL =
ST
BPT =
BPICS =
CS
SP =
BF
N =

,..

PRIESTS
LAY BROTHERS
CLERICS
STUDENTS OF THEOLOGY
BROTHERS IN PRAcrJCAL TRAINING
BROTHERS DOING PRACTICALTRAINING + COLLEGE STUDIES
COLLEGE STUDENTS
STUDENTS OF PHILOSOPHY
BROTHERS IN FORMATION HOUSES
NOVICES

P L' CL ST BPT BPTCS CS SP Bf •

PRIESTS :
LAY BROTHERS :
CLERICS ;
STUDENTS OF THEOLOGY ( BANGALORE ) ,
STUDENTS OF THEOLOGY ( PUNE ) ,
STUDENT OF THEOLOGY ( SHILLONG) ,
BROTHERS IN PRACTICAL TRAINING
BROTHERS DOING PRACTICAL TRAINING + COLLEGE STUDIES
COLLEGE STUDENTS (NASHIK ) ,
STUDENTS OF PHILOSOPHY ( NASHIK) ,
BROTHERS IN FORMATION HOUSES : )
NOVICES : 10 ( NA$HIK) + I ( SHILLONG)

TOTAL CONFRERES = 248 + I1 ( NOVICES)

= 145
= 23
= 79
= 7
= 20
= I
= 3\
= 3
= 4
= 18
= 50
= 11

= 259
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AGE-WISE BREAKDOWN OF PERSONNEL -1997......
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AGE Clerics Lay Bros. Priests TOTALS

< - 20 6 6

2 1 - 25 32 I 32
26 - 30 39 2 5 46 78

3 1 - 35 IQ I 27 38
36 - 40 3 3 21 27 65

4 1 - 45 3 31 34
46 - 50 1 27 28 62

5 1 - 55 1 14 15
56 - 60 3 8 II 26

6 1 - 65 4 2 6
66 -70 3 3 9

7 1 - 75 2 3 5
76 - 80 2 I 3 8

8 1 - 85 > 4 4 4

90 23 146 259 259

AVERAGE AGE 0 .; THE PROVINCE: 39.27
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APOSTOLIC ACTIVITIES IN THE PROVINCE OF BOMBAY
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AC
APB
B
BAL
CC
CH
ESC
FA
FORM
G
H
ITI
lC
MC
MCC
MiP / C

Animation Centres
Apostolic Bcardings
Boardings
Balwadi s
Catechet ical Centres
Chaplancies
Evening Study Classes
Fanns
Fonnation Houses
Group Animation
Hostels
Fonnal Techn ica l Training Institutes ( ITI )
Junior Colleges I Higher Secondary Schools
Mass Centres
Mother and Child Care Cen tres
Mission Parishes I Centres

MY
NFVT
NOS
o
P
pp

S
SC
SCC
SES
SHR
SS
SWP
TRY
VEP
VV
YC

Marginalised Youth Works
Non-Formal Vocational Trai ning
National Ope n Schools
Oratories
Parishes
Past Pup il Units
Schools
Salesian Cooperator Units
Small Christian Communities
Self-Employment Schemes
Shri nes
Sub-Stations
Social Welfare Projec ts
TRYSEM
Village Education Projects
Village Visiting I Village Masses
Youth Centres

SINGLE ACTIVITIES NOT LISTED ABOVE
Boseo Computer Academy. Boseo Typing Institute
Boseo Gram in Vikas Kend ra
Dispensary
Empl oyment Bureau
Indira Gandhi National Open University (Jr College)
Literacy Awareness Programme
Maschio Memorial Founda tion
Masters Diploma in Philosophy -Divyadaan
Media Education
Monthl y Publication - Don Boscc's Madonna
Multi -Med ia Publ ishing - Tej-Prasarin i
National Communication Ce ntre (BOSCOM)
Night High School & Junior College
School For Slow Learn ers
Technical Educational Board



STATISTICS
OF

PERSONNEL
IN

THE
BOMBAY

PROVINCE
1969 -1997

Year Houses Priest Bros. Clerics Total Nov. Aspir,
12.11.1969 7 32 18 41 91 18 237
1970 - 71 8 41 20 48 109 17 251
1971 9 45 21 55 121 9 290
1972 9 48 21 57 126 13 298
1973 11 50 21 63 134 17 258
1974 13 49 21 71 141 16 208
1975 13 50 19 79 148 14 183

Pre-Nov,
1976 12 51 19 75 145 15 19
1977 12 54 21 74 149 14 32
1978 13 61 19 74 154 19 24
1979 13 61 20 90 171 15 12-
1980 * 13 68 20 94 182 8 20
1981 * 15 76 22 103 201 13 29
1982 * 16 100 31 100 231 19 23
1983 * 17 107 31 108 246 23 27
1984 * 32 117 34 112 263 22 38
1985 * 34 122 31 121 274 18 37
1986 * 35 130 33 119 282 20 24
1987 * 37 134 37 127 298 21 18
1988 26 108 31 105 244 10 24
1989 27 109 29 100 238 15 28
1990 29 115 28 101 244 19 37
1991 29 124 26 102 252 26 28
1992 30 121 24 III 256 17 28
1993 32 124 25 114 263 17 21
1994 35 13 1 26 105 262 4 13
1995 39 136 26 93 255 10 11
1996 38 141 26 89 256 10 16
1997 37 141 23 83 247 12 16

• Including the Delegation of E. Africa which belonged to the Bombay Province during these years ( 1980 - 1987).



NUMBEROFSALESIANS IN THE PRESENCES, 1997
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N U M BER OF SA LES IANS
(1997: There are 5 and lessconfreres in 26 presences - otthese 11 have 3 and lessconfreres. 11 have6 and above)

GROWTH OF THE NUMBER OF HOUSES: 1992-1998

YEAR CANONICALLY ERECTED HOUSFS PRESENCES TOTAL
1992·93 21 8 20

1993· '" 21 11 32
1994·95 22 13 35
1995·96 22 17 39
1996 - 97 22 16 (. B"",,") 38
1997 ·98 26 11 (- Ahmendabad) 37

LOSS OF SALESIAN PERSONNEL
Year Lay Brothers Clerics Priests Deaths Novices

1992 2 11 2 2 3
1993 I 5 2 5
1994 1 11 I 2 3
1995 6 2 4 I
1996 3 7 I 3 4
1997 2 4
Total: 7 40 8 13 20

In special situations - 1997-98
On leave of absence : 2
Absent without due permission: 4
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4. BLESSINGS FOR
THE ROAD AHEAD



D IREZIONE GENE RALE
OPERE DON BOSCO
9 7/ 1273 Via dclla P isnn a , 1I1I

'::" 00163 Roma
2 7 Iu ly 19 9 7

I cordially join ;11 the celebration oftbe Silver J u b ilee of
the Salcsian Provin ce ofBosntmy .

These tm vc been yea rs of gCllcrotlS nposrolnrc rnarlecd by
a bu n dn n rfruits. I pra ise the L ord for them, a n d to
H int I joyfully express 1I1y gratitu de nrui ttsar ofour
entire cOllgregn t im l .

I cmtqrtu tt lllu the coufrrrcs who, i ll tisnirlcss sc/f-giJJ­
jug hovegiJ'cll the p rovince fin1l fonruiations, th us
UlIlI.'il l,tl possible rtsis cOJl sol i llg pa1l0ra1Jlfl that wc C011­
tcmplntc today .

May I:)OIl B osco continue to live ; 11 each 01lC ofyou anA
i ll CPC1Y initiative ofy ou rs, while you 1l0W h ead to­
wards ~vour G olden Ju bi/eel Wirb thisg ood wish, I setui
_You 11 sp ecial blessing of Mn ry our Help.

" l ./A. /i •-I:.J..
" j

FR. J UA N E . VEC C H I

R ector Major
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DIREZIONE GENERALE
OPERE DON aosoo
97/1273 Via d clla Pisana, 1111
00163 Rorna

27 July 1997

Twenty five years... it looks like a long time when you start,
but u-c flOW look back on something that hasgone by so fast.
J.tt.i remember the provincials ofthese years, wc remember

great Inen, we certainly remember so many confreres and
young p eople we have met andgiven the joy ofknowing
C h rist better. Certa in ly, ifall young men who entered had
stay ed on. we would now be a real big province. But this is
not a time for nostalgia; we need to look reality straight in
its eyes on an occasion like this.

Looking back we see all along the course ofhistory, the
importance ofDon Bosco, Matunga. T# recognise the
strength the province received through the mission-initiatives
in areas lilee Gujarat. This province had an important role in
the development ofthe African missions as well. "'TT? certainly
fiel that a great objective was reached through the activities
m;gfll1ised with andfor pooryouth.. in the three big areas of
this province. IfDon Bosco and Mary Help ofChristians are
known in Gaa, in Gujarat and in the Bombay area, it
certainly is due to the untiring effort ofso many salesians.
N ot only has there been agreat irradiation; muchfUrther
than that. it has reached beyond the boundaries ofthe
province and ofthe country.

Pin thin/ling ofthe technical training so many boys have
received in our schools, and ofthe many who formed
thanselves in our academic schools. So many lives were
planned within the walls ofour institutions, and this makes
us happy.

On this occasion I cannotflwet the many Salesians who went
before us and have, in fact..given ftrnt and shape to the
province. They are lvith us now fr0111 heaven ,

C ongra t u la t ion s to the whole province, to the members ofthe
Salesian fa111ily. to the young people in our houses, and to the
Provincial and his council. May this be a new opportunity to
spread the Good News.

in Don Bosco

Ii!""~,,;-.-_..--.• .
..-
i.uc VAN LOOY, SDB

Vicar General
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ARCHB ISHOP'S H O U S E ,
2 1, N . PA R E K H R O A D ,
BOMBAY - 4 0 0 DOL
I Augu st 19 9 7

I am pleased to offer my congratulations andgood wishes to the
Salesians as they celebra te the S ilver J u bilee oftheir P rovin ce of
Bombay .

The Salesians ca me to Bombay in 192 8 at th e request ofthc bishop
to take up the Immaculate C on cep t ion School and Boarding fOr
boys in Tardeo. Soon, however; things began to mope with the arrival
ofy ou ng Fr: Aurelius M asch io and since then there has been no
looking back. Gradually th ey eng aged themselves in conducting
schools, technica l schools, shelters fOr boys. .. parishes, all ofwhich
involved them in multifarious activities. G od has blessed them with
a sufficien t number ofvoca tions to carry on His work. Theg rowth
was rapid enough for B om bay to be form ed, in 19 72.. into the
Salesiam Province ofBombay.

Through their various institutions the Salesians of the Bombay
Province are rendering praiseworthy service to the Church and
p eople ofthe area. The initial inspirationgiven t o them by their
founder D on Bosco to work particularlyfor the w elfa re ofboys ani­
mates them very strong ly. Boys-the young-are the hope ofthe present
and thefuture and in giving them an all-roundformation, the
Salesia n s are investing in a significant way towards th e welfare of
society.

In the A rch d iocese ofB om bay , which is the h ead quarter ofthe
p rovince, the Salesians are well lenown particularly through th eir
sch ools. M en t ion must be made ofth e late Fr. Aurelius M a sch io who
truly n u rtu red the Salesians not only in B om bay>but also in other
parts ofI n d ia . H is charity knew no limits, h is right hand not know ­
ing what his left hand was doing in God>s nam e for the p oor and
the needy. The seed that was sown in Bombay in 1 92 8 has now
grown into a mighty tree, under which, many take shelter, are
nourished a nd strengthened.

I wish>on this happy occasion, to pay tribute to all the Salesians who
have worked in the province these pastyears a nd to th a n k them for
what th ey have done and are doing in th e A rchdiocese ofBombay. I
believe that our relations have a lways been very cordial. I t is my
sure hope that th is will continue also in the futu re to th e ben efi t of
both.

I join th em in thal1kil1iJ the Lordfo r His blessings 011 them, and
pray that th e wonderful spirit oftheirfOun der Don Bosco particu­
larly h is love firr needy boys, which has been expressed in these wo rds:
"It is en ough to know thatyou are youngfor me to love you very
much" may always be their inspiration.

-bL.,.. k.{. r..............;6:::.
+ S IMON CARDINAL PIMENTA ,

A rchbishop Emeritus of Bombay
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A RCH BIS H O P'S H O U S E ,
2 1, N . PA REKH RD.,
BOMBAY - 4 00 DOL
3 0 August 19 9 7

I cOllgratu[ate the members ofthe Salesian fatnity in Bombay
as they celebrate the SilverJ ubilee oftheir Province.

The deep involvement: ofthe Salesian Sisters a nd Fathers in
rbeformation ofyouth is highly appreciated a ll over
Mzt1nbai.7hu to the clmrism of theirfounder D owBosco, they
reach ou t to tbose ill sp iri t ua l or material need through their
schoolscfis rma t ion houses and recreational centres, leading
nmllY y ou ng persons to know God as a lovingf a thet; w hile
teachillg thent to d cpclopgenuin e hUlIlan and ethical va lues
urui to become loyal citizens oftheir motherlan-d.

AJay th e Lord [em s nrui H is holy mother Mary, H elp of
C hristia ns, shower choicest blessillgs on the Salesia» family
and 011 its various initiatives in favour ofthe y outh of
B oru bay .

+ [ VA N D lAS
A rclobishop of Bombay
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ARCHBISHOP'S H O U S E
21 , N . PAREKH ROAD,
BOMBAY - 400 00 l.
17 October 199 7

As the Sa tesians ofB om bay look back to J 972, th e year when
their province was ftunded , they will joyfully thank Godftr
tbegraces a n d blessi1'tTs they have received person ally and as a
religious congregation . Fr01n small begin n ings the mustard
seed hasg rown and d evelop ed into a stu rdy tree.

" U n less the L ord bu ilds the house, in vain do th ey labour wh o
bu ild it . ."

W ith in th e p ast twenty five years they have in i tiated and
hapc carried O1l Cl variety ofapostolic works. They care for the
spirit-ual, educa t ional andformative n eeds ofthefaithfUl:
both, religious a n d my. Social welfare, communica tions,
technical education, residential.fircilities... these are sorne of
the projects that they have O1';ga llised and run successfully.

I n a ll these works their aim is to serveyouth) especially the
poor nlld 1na 1;gillalized a s th ei r fou n derJ ohn B osco did in h is
lifetim e a n d n ow insp i res them t o continue to do with love
and d edication,

As we en ter the n ext m illenruscm, the Salcsinns of Don Bosco
under theg u idauce ofth e Holy Spirit a n d Mary Help of
Christ ia n s, will be called UP011 to m eet the ever cha nging
a n d cha llenging n eeds of the fut-ure. T hat they will respon d
to th ese w ith courage and hope is 1ny specia l wish a nd p ray er
to rbrm.

r: .?<....,1.. ...-J.. j A..-...
+ BISHOP FER DTNAND FONSECA

Auxiliary Bish op of Bombay

188 _

4. Messages



O UR L A D Y O F S A LVAT I O N C HURCH,
S. K . BOLE RD.,
DADAR, BOMBAY 400 0 28.
22 August 19 9 7

I arn very h appy to know tha t the Salesians a re celeb ra ting
their S ilverJubilee as a p rovince i ll B ombay . I t is th e risne to
thank th e L ord for a ll th e excellent work tUJ1l& by the
Salesians in B 01l1bllY over th e past 25 y ears a n d to w ish rh eIn
rpery blessing and grace in the years ahead.

T he Salesians strive to fUlfil the d iJ,jue conn nissiongiven to
theirfounder to work for poor a n d aban doned u rchin s. To
these unfortu n a te youth, the Sa lesians say ill t he words of
D Oll Bosco " I r is enough to k now thatyou areyoung a n d
aban donedfor m e to love y ou very m uch:"

111 this y ear 19 97, wc learn that the Bombay Sa lesia n s arc
250 in number arui that they worle in 40 locations. They
work with the con viction, that investrnen r in youth resource
drvclop mcnr is th e only sure WilY to bu ilding up a better and
1I'10re tnonane world.

The sch ool IJl1d shrine a t V Ol1 B osco.. M attt11£ja .. evoke the
admiration ofone a rui a ll a n d there is a rush for admissions
to the school and a lso.for the bOllrdil1£j.

M y wn nn cOllgrntu latiolls n rui best wishes to a ll th e Satesians
Of the B ombay P rovince on this sp ecia l occasion .

.,--
.----- ...- ~~

+ B a SCa PENHA

Auxiliary B ishop of Bom bay
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BISHOP'S HOUSE
BARAMPUR,
VASAl ROAD,
DIST. THANE - +01 202.
4 August 19 9 7

25years in the life ofan institution is not n long spell. S t ilt
t he Salesian p rovince ofBombay has m ade its mad? in
various areas during the past 25.vears.

'Wirh d edication fllld tenacity the Salesian s ofB01nbny har e
rendered y eOlltell service ;11 th r variou s spheres ofthe
oposrotote. Thei r schools enjoy agood rep n ra tion , Their youth
p rog rllm111cs a re h ighly apprecia ted. Their litur:!J..Y is liJ'e~y.

Their parishes bubble with C1Jt IJ U siI H 1l1.

H ere il l Vasa; too, the Sa/ni/HIS a re highly spolecn of In IHfll l_'V

ways they hape shown a Ilcell in terest in the.!l'·OJvth and
development ofthe C bn rrb in Tiisai,

Such an effective apostolate has been possible 011 account of {1

well d esigned formatio n provided to their m en,

[ too rej oice with the Salesians of the Bombay Province as they
celebrate their Silver Jubilee lIud thank a n d praise the L ord
fOr the marvels he has done through t he sh is hyas ofS t . ]ohn
B osco.

Our people expect a lotfrol'n the Satainns.

I congratulate rtsern on this joyous occasion and wish thern
well fa r the task ahead in the .vca rs to COIIU.

+ THOMAS DABRE

Auxilia ry Bishop of Bombay
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D IOCESE OF AI-LVIEDABAD
BIS H O P'S H O U S E ,
A h med abad -3 8 0 00 I .
10 September 1997

I ant happy to In lOJ)' that y ou Satesians ofM u m ba i a re
celebrating twenty five years ofyour esrablistnnen r as a
province. I congra tu lateyou for the wonderful work y ou
began in Matullgn a nnfront there sprea d out to otherparts
ofMumbai and tile west coast ofI n d io. MU arc celebra tillg
si/peryears ofyour province in Mum lra i' and will soon
celebra te silveryea rs ofyour presen ce in Gujaratas well. J
praise and thank Godfir th eg ood work y ou are d oing hI
.Abrnednbad, ;11 Guja rn t , along the U'ht coast, and all over
the world) especially a1nollg tbe y ou th . TOur conviction that
'investment: in youth-resource-development is the only sure
way to build up (J better nation and snore humane world'
is l'ery evident in J10u r zea lous work tJ1nong the youth.

D uring these celeb ra t ion s of the SilverJ u bilee ofthe Mumbai
Salesian Province, our thoughtsgo out to the piolleerillg
personality of Pr: A urelius M a schio. H is appeals to supp ort the
ventu res ofthe Snlesians have borne fruit in distant missio ns.
Tbe FR. AfASCHIOMEMORIAL FOUNDATION
is a tribute to h is dynnrnic foresight . The living M e1norial
will be the continued service ofthis Salcsiars P rovin ce to the
poor, to the u ruvanted, to those neglected by society. The new
ministriesy ou lmve started are to these mat;ginalised in
society. Thank y ou for reachi l1g out to them,

I cOllg ra t u la te y ou for you r g ood work in support of the
mission ofthe C h u rch . I pray that God will continue to bless
a ll the confrcres a rid your eo-workers. TVith everygood wish
for the success ofthcJubilee celebra tions,

wursfra ternally in C hrist,

-f 1v~ - it.-:
+ STANISLAUS FERN A N D i s . Sf
Bishop of Ahmedabad.
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DIOCESE OF BELGAUM
BISHOP'S HOUSE
B .C. 69
BELGAUM 590 0 0 1
KAR."lATAKA
28 July 1997

I am happy that the Salesians oftlJ e P rovince of B ombay are
celebra ting the S ilver Jubilee of rbr province.

I offir Iny g reetings andgood w ishes 011 this happy occa sion to
all the Salesians ofthe Province.

J am happy that in the diocese ofB e{ga u 1n , the Salesians hnve
opened a house, Sutgarri. for helpi1zg school d rop-out boys. I
ant also happy that InallY j ob -oriented tech nica l courses tmve
been started to help the p oor boys. Already 11UJlly boys lrave
benefirtcdfrom tbc Open School and Technical School. I
tha n k all those who were resp onsible in starting the house as
well as those who are involved at present, con t in uing theg ood
work. I pray G od to bless th e Salesian congrega tion and a ll
their a ctivities.

'TOurs in C h rist.

+ B ISHOP BERNARD MORAS

Bishop ofBelg""'"
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THE DIOCESE OF BARODA
BISHOP'S HOUSE,
721 ALKAPURl,
BARODA 390 0 0 5

26 August 19 9 7

I t isgood to celebrate jubilees ifonly to recall the wonderful
things the Lord has don e t o us and th roug h us. I n strum en ts
in his h a n ds, u-e CCl11110t take a ny g lory for ourselves. I t is to
Hint wc look in thanksgivilIgfor wh a tever has becu a chieved.

I think this spirit ofth ll llksgivillg w ill pervade the hearts of
all the Salesians ofthe Bombay Province as they look back
twenty-five y ears in the service of C h rist 's C h u rch .

The mission work that was started among the poor ruitaivnsis
ofthe B aroda diocese in the C b orto Udepur, Narukot and
Kawanr centres wi lt, I fu n su re, be listed as one ofthe »mjor
ach ievemen ts ofthc past years.

To a ll of y ou I scnd Iny good wishes for a con rin n ed C01111n;t­

m ent to the service ofthe C h u rch , amollg the poor and
mawinalised especially, bringing to all ofthem the message of
C h rist's love.

wurs in C hrist,

7~~ '-:1
+ FRANCIS BRAGAN~, ~.J.
Bishop ofB arodn
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BISHOP'S H O U S E
P. BO X 168
INDORE 452001.
2 9 Jul y 19 9 7

I 1l11tglnd to know tha t the Snlesia ns of the M U1nba i
Provin ce are celebrating the SilverJ ubilee of their province
rUld that a souvenir will be broug h t out 011 the occasion.

Plea se accept lny hearty cOllgratulntiollS nruigood wishes for
the occasion. I join y ou all in thnllkillg and praising the Lord
fo r all his blessings on the M Zl1n ba i province atuifor the
ded ica ted service the m em bers ofthe province laave rendered
in the various fields of apostola te in the past 25 y ea rs.

011 this occasion 1 recall withgratitude the Salesian p resence
and apostolate at Alirajpur; ill lily diocese. T h e province has
taken up a fron tier 111;55;011 and is doing a piollcerillg work of
Cl'1l1Tgclisation i l l the area.

I a m su re, the j ubilee y ear will be a n occasion to renew the
m issionary zea l alld religious conern itrn oru: Ofthe rn ern bers
and to look fbrwnrd to the fu t-ure w ith a new hope and a n ew
P:S'OIl .

lV'i th best wishes a1ld God 's blessing,

+ GEORGE MARIANANATH I L , SVD

Bishop of Irui ore

1 9~ _

4. Messaues



ARCHBISHOP OF N AG PUR
ST C H A RLES SEMINARY
S EMINARY H ILLS,
NAGPUR 440 0 06.
22 July 19 9 7

T he Silver J u bilee y ear ofthe csm btislnnenr ofth e Bombay
P rovince ofthe Satesians ofDOll B oscog ives a n occasion for
frien ds IJnd wctl-wisbers oftbis renowned congregat ion to
voice ex p ressions ofsincere admiration and heartfelt j oy a t the
phC1l011UlllllgrOJvth ofthc province in the spa ce of25y ears.
I n particu lar I express lny p ersonaljoy for their presence ill
tbe A rchdiocese ofNt'lJpur.

T he strong, vibranr, cnrtrusinsric Salesia n presence in
Maharnsbtra perhaps is not without its providen t ial
dimension far the Church in this prestigious sta te. lVhen an
overview and evaluation is rnade, may we who have a sta ke
for th e Ki1lgd011l h ere, look ea....qerly for a greater involvement
and conn n itmenr to the C01nll101l Cl'tJ1lg elical thrust w e hnve
in M abarastsrra in. pa rticula r nrui the Ufsterll & g i011 as a
wh ole . U-f' In igh t be a minority, but a concerted
connnunirarian witness ofthe Good News will be a beacon of
hope a n d source ofstrength to the multitud es wan dering
withou t a shepherd"

M y most cord ial felicitations n n d p rayerful wishes,

+ LEOBARD D 'SOUZA

Archbishop ofNagpur
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CATHOLIC D IOCESE OF NASHIK
BISHOP'S H O U S E ,
JAI L R O AD
NAS H IK R O AD 422 IQ!.
12 A ugust 97

On this happy occasion when the Snlesians ofthe Mumbai
Province will be eelebr" eillg eheir S ILVER J U BIL E E as"
province, [ wish to thank and praise Godfor the dedica ted
service the Snlesians have rendered in the M U1n ba i P rovin ce)
a n d th roug h its m em bers ;11 the past few years here in the dio­
cese ofNashile,

I t is lPOJlderfitl to see tbat the srnall seed plnrurd twenty-five
years ago i ll the Lord's vineyard ill MU1nbai has todaygroWll
into a big tree bearingfragrant flowers and delicious fruit and
spreading its branchesfar a nd wide.

In this Silver J u b ilee uar I wish the Salesians ofthe Mum ba i
Provin ce God's choicest blessings and a fruitfUL apostalate. May
SILVER t-urn to GOLI:J in another twenty-five years.

lVith best wishesfor a fruitfU Lcelebra tion ofthe Sitver f n bilee
a rui i ll union ofprnyers~

YiJUYSfraterna lly in C h rist,

+ T HOMAS BHALERA O. SI
Bishop ofNasbik
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BISHOP'S H O U S E

PUNE 411 001

5 August 199 7

0" the occasion ofthe Si/perJubilee ofthe Mttlllbll; p rovince
ofthe Sn tesia n s of ] ) 0 11 Bosco I arn happy to scud the mem bers
l ily H'llnn congratulations a rui to ex p ress lny d eep gra t i t u de
to tbem for their service ill the diocese ofPoono.

The Snlcsians look after tw o parishes, ruri three schools n rui a
trade sch ool and have two isnportanrfbrmnrion houses in the
diocese ofPoon a. Besides this the DOli Bosco lOuth and
C a tech et ica l C cn rrr in th e city ofPoorm is doing IlII error­
1IlOUS a mou n t: ofoninmtion i ll schools a n d for y ou th .

I hal'c a lways appreciated the spirit ofd edication ofthe Fa­
thers and Brothers arui their readiness to help whenever they
can . There is a spirit ofjoy in their cornrn u ru ries a n d th ei r
lively music within the litut;gy a nd outside uplifts the m ind
and heart.

I wish all the Salcsians of tbc Mznnbai p rovin cegreater scrv­
ice for the L ord in th e years ahead.

B ishop ofP 0 011 tJ
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SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO
PROVINCIAL HOU SE
7 5 NORTH ROAD,
BANGALORE 560084
20 Sep tember I 9 9 7

A j1-iclld Oflll illC Du ce said to n te, when he carne to tosow that
I " ,/l1J Satesia n ofD on Bosco: "O h , D on B osco, I k n ow th e
DOll Basco of Bombay . VVhell I pass that way I neverfail to
cuter the shrine IJlId there is alway s so Inuch rnovemenr and
lVorkgoing on there with the school a nd th e boys." H e said
this with so much enrtrusinsrn thar Lfelt: really proud a n d
happy to be a Sa lesia n ,

D on B osco is really a n a m e ;11 MUlIthai, IJlId the rel1lClnhering
a nd celebra t ing this rea lity is a source ofjoy for u s a ll.

lVhile Bombay was still a part ofthe M a dras p rovince, devel­
op ulen t denmruied the ftn Hin;8 ofrhe new p rovince of
MU111hai and with the n ew province there w as rea lly a blos­
son-ling ofsa lnallY new works, especially in the mission area.
lli remember with so muchgra t i tude theg reat flre[lfl1 rnis­
sionarirs and the Indian vetera ns who work ed so nruch to
malec the Satesian Iruiia oftoday. lli share th e joy of the
p resent youthfulgeneration who keeps up the lmnner ofour
elders, especia lly in th e n ew mission areas of't lre p resent
MUlIzbai p rovince. May these cclebrationsq ivc u s a n ew ell ­
n;gy.greater en rh usinsrn find stillg reater spirit ofcommit­
tneru: and d edication to the ca u se ofCbrist arid. the Mission of
Don Bosco.

I n ChristJesus,

FR. MA77-lEWMARUVATHRAIL, SDB.

P rovin cia l of Ba llg a lore P rovince
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THE PROVINCE OF
ST. THOM AS THE APOSTLE.
THE C IT A D E L ,
18 , Landon s Road,
CHENNAI - 600 010.

0" this happy occa sion ofthe Silvcr f ubilee of the Bombay
p rovince - the F IRST g lorious and p roud child ofthe m other
p rovince ofC hcn nai - the entire p rovin ce along with m e,
unites ;11 thanJ..~illg and p raisilliJ the Lord.

Over the past twenty-five years the works ofy ou r p rovince
hape been started a n d carried 011 ;11 the rrarnc nrui spirit of
DON BOSCO a rui ST. FRANC IS XA VIER, the patron of
th e p rovince. May it con tinue to flourish.

TVhile the whole province ofC h en n n i rejoices with you, wc
hasten to offir our m ost cord ia l C O N G RATULA .TI O N S to
all those who at presentprmnote itsjitllgroJl'th withgellcrous
lope and tota l dedication, Our hunlble homage and sincere
appreciationgoes to thegrea t pioneers who, like D Oll B osco,
had worked won ders ill bu ilding up y ourprovince by plncillg
their trust ill HARIJ WORK and ill theguidallce of ou r
heavenly m other; A1ARY HELP OF C H R I S T IA N S. Here
JVe fOlldly rem em ber withgra t i t u de atui reverence th egrea t
architect of the Mtnnbai p rovince :

R cI'. Fr. AURELIUS M A S CHI o.

M ay y ou r p rovince contin ue to be ever titse the cepa th Finder "
011 Ma rs - to ilIfOnn, to instruct, to foster h ope, tog il'e j oy
arui en rh usiasm to the y outh oftoday , that they Iflay welcome
in firitb the ONLY TRUTH : J E S U S C H RIS T.

FR. CAMILLUS, SDB

Provincial ofC brn n ru P rovince
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D ON BOSCO PROVI N CIA L H O U S E
P O ST BOX 40,
DIMAPUR 707 1 12
NAGALAN D - INDIA .
4 August 19 9 7

0 11 this occasion ofthe SilverJ ubilee ofthe M U111bai
province, lve the confreres ofthe province ofDimapur
extend to you our cOlzgra t u lat w llSfor the marvels
accomplished, ourg ood w ishes for the celebra tions a nd our
prayers far a g reaterfruirfu lness.

Impressive indeed has been the p rog ress m ade by the province
d u ring the recent:years, especiallyfor the lna1ZJinalised

g roups.

I offir lny good w ishes to cJ'cryOIlC ill the province.

God blessyou a ll.

1b£. {</A

FR. VARGHESE PALA THINGAL. SDB

P rovin cial ofD isnap u r P rovince
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PROVINCIAL OFFICE
(N O RT H E R N I N DIA )
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO
52A, RADHANATH C H O W D HURY RD.
CALCUTTA 7000 15 (I N D I A )
12 O ctober 19 9 7

Wi' join in praising and thanking G od for the first 2 5 years
ofthe Bombay province. The tiny seed that was sow n in 1 972
has l lOW g rown into a big tree y ielding In u ch fru it. TOday the
p rovin ce ofBombay has a la':8c number ofconfreres war/ling
in S01ne 40 cen tres. VVhcn we think ofthe im m en sity ofthe
work a ccom plished , w e ca n n ot but admire the marvels of
God's p rovidence.

On this occasion ,.ny thoughtsgo to the dijJCrentprovincials
and their collaborators who d id their share ofwork for the
development: ofthe province. Among them Fr. Dennis
D uarte, the firstprovincial, has a lreadyg on e to his eterna l
reward.

I a lso remember the late Fr. A u reliu s Maschio who in his own
way was one ofthe chiefprotagonists ofthe success-story of the
Bom bay province.

A s y ou now ern ba rk on a n ew phase in the lift ofthe province)
I w ish a n d pray tha t all the confreres ofthe province will be
worthy witnesses to Jesus) Our Lord) bringing j oy) cheer and
sa lvat ion to coun tless poor and m a1'9inalisedyouth all over
theBombay province.

Fra ternally yours in Don B osco,

FR. FRA N C ISALEN CHERRY, SDB
Provin cia l of C a lcu tta P rovin ce

_______ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20 1
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BOSCO NAGAR,
KISMATP UR POST,
H IMAYATSAGAR ROAD,
HYDERABAD 500 030

19 July 19 9 7

/ 11 the first p lace accept our brotherly and Ilffictiollate wishes
nrui congra t u lations 011 this memorable occasion,

T h e P rovince of B ombay wasfortunate to have Salesian pio­
neers and sta lwa rts who shap ed its destiny with noble and
high Salesian ideals. This ca n be judgedfrom the fruits they
bnve produced i11 the Salesian tife and apostolate.

Eminent people fr01H all walks oflift appreciate the Salesian
COllJlregation because ofthe achievements ofthc Salesians in
the pastoral and ed u cat ion a l fields. m a ll ca n share your j oy
at th is moment: and fie! p roud of our Salesian heritage a nd
ach ievements.

"'*... ;11 the H y d ernbnd province... ra ise (J hymn ofg rat it ude to
God a n d our powerful patronsfor theg ift oftbe Bombay
p rovince arui a bove a ll, for t h egift ofthe woniicrfut confrcres
oftod ay. L et us begra tefU Lto a ll the Sa lcsia ns who concepttl ­
a lised and a ctu alised rbe Bombay p rovince. Twenty five years
is a 101l,g p eriod of grace that' God lms sh owered 011 the
Sa tcsia n c01l,gregation .

Ufo are called today, m ore than ever before~ to loot: n ot merely
at ourselves a n d our w orld. however comforta ble and wonder­
fUl it be, but to the ulllimited sk ies and t/1& unharvestedfields
search ing constantly for a deeper living out ofour Sa lesian
calling: «70 be signs and bea rers ofH is love to the young. "

U7hn t I can ex claim loudly a ndforceftt lly at this moment is
the word s ofthe Psalmist: «T h is is the L ord's doing and it is
marvellous to see. "

Pray erful wishes and hearty cougra tu la t i011s.

w urs ill D on B osco,

jf '~A~ ~Jt. ~.
FR. -;;'Ni~PUTHOTA, SDB

Provincial ofHyderabad Province
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D AU GHT ERS OF MARY H ELP OF C H R IST IA."IS
PRO VIN CIA L O FFICE
WADALA
M UM BAI 400 03 I
I I Scprc m b e t 1997

It is with joy a rid holy p ride that I congra t ulate you, ou r dear
brothers, OIl this occasion ofthe Si/perJubilee ofthe B ombay
Province.

May the Good Shepherd who ha s broughty ou thus far to
g reen pastures, con tin u e to lea d y ou on wa rds to springs of
fresh and cooling waters: As u-e journey together to quen ch
the thirst ofth e y ou ng entrusted to our care, with D on B osco's
loving leiruiness, we shall make the prophecy oftogetherness a
reality in our SD B a nd FA1A Bombay p rovin ces.

On bchalfofa1l 1ny sisters, I wish t o exp ress a word ofthanks
to every Salesian for the fra ternal collabora tion a n d p ray erful
su pport to u s, FA1A . Our p ray ers flndgood wishesgo with
y ou andy ou rs!

May Mary, the inspirer ofour Salesian ChartS111 be ourguide
a u d teacher as we ven ture tog ether towards the third
rnillen n iu rn ;

Tou rs in Our L ord,

SR. CA ROLINE FERNANDES, F.MA
P rovincial ofB om bay Province

______________________ _ _ _ 20 3
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DON BO SC O
KEEZHMAD U , ALUVA
KERALA 683 105

15 O crober 19 9 7

YOu h1J1'C asked for a lnessage to C0111111&1110 1"n/& the 25 years
of fruitful salcsian prescllce ofthe juridical set up ofthe
province ofSt. Prnncis Xavier; Bombay. I IJ I11 only tooglad
to C01UPly with you r wish.

W ith a sense of deep satisfaction 1 ca ll say that I a m also
witness to the establishlnent,groJVth n rui developmen t: ofthe
province. llIhcll th e province was stnrted, there w ere just
oper 50 confrcrcs; tod ay it has snore than 2 7 0 m lcsians.
The n urnber ofsalesian preseuces studded in .Maharasbtrn,
Con, Gujnrat fJlld Karuamtm hapcg rOJvn O )1e1" the years;
diverse works f or various categories ofyouth a n d simple fOlk
ha ve dev eloped to maturity. Missionary expa n sion ill and
ou tside I n d ia is anottser pearl that adds lustre to the p rm' ­
"Ice.

S01l1e ofthe pioneers lik e R eJ'. Fr. Aurclius Mnschio alld
R e I'. Fr. D ermis Duarte have left us for eternity. The trail
blnzed by thern is still visible ill the care ofthe less privi­
leg ed . the downtrodden and the poor. While thanking the
Lordfor the indomitable leaders ofthe pastfor their hard
work 1I'e congratulate those who with sincere dedication
cany 011 the enviable tnsle ofholding a loft the flag ofD Oll

Bosco?s love for th e y ou ng - especially th e poor - ushering
than into th e next millennison,

Assun'1lg y ou ofrny prayers for the success ofth e si lver jubi ­
lee celebrations wtsicb nlay redound to theg lory of the
C h u rch and the congregation.

YOurs in Auxilio N ostro

FR. T H O MAS PANAKEZHAM, SD B

R egion a l Bmeritns ofA sia
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CALENDAR OF IMPORTANT EVENTS
IN THE LIFE OF THE PROVINCE

1928 Salesians from the province of Madras are invited 1973 The technical school at Fatorda is established .

to take up the Immaculate Co nception School at 1974 The parish of Our Lady. Consoler of the Afflicted.
Bombay Tardeo Castle , Bombay. and the Fatim a High School at Yerwada are

193, Fr. Maschio is called from Cherapunjee to be- handed over to the Salesians.

come Rector. 1974 The Salesians are invited to take over the Divine

1939 The Don Bosco's Madonn a. a magazine to spread Child Se va Kendra at Barod a (Gujarat).

devotion to Mary Help of Christians is launched 1974 The parish of SI. Jude. Malad is entrusted to the
by Fr. Maschio. Sa lesians (but was handed back to the Archdio-

1941 The schoo l and boarding are shifted 10 Matunga. cese of Bombay in 1986).

A schoo l and oratory are established at Panjim. 1974 The Salesians take possession of "Hote l Europa
..

1946

1947 A parish is established at Valpoi in Goa (but is
at Koregaon Park where a youth centre and study

clo sed down in 1976).
house are established.

1948 Msgr. B. Martins donates a 20 acre plot to Msgr.
1975 A parish, mission centre and forma l as well as

Scuder i at Odxel.
trade school are established at Chhota Udepu r.

1948 The parish of Our Lady of Dolours. Wadala West.
1976 Fr. Tony D'Souza is nominated Provincial.

with a newl y built schoo l is entrus ted to the 1976 Boseo Boys' Home, a non formal school for drop-

Salesians. ours is established at Borivili.

1%2 An apostolic school and boarding is established 1978 A Salesian Novitiate is established at Nashik.

at Lonavla (Pune DI.). 1979 A Carechetical Centre is inaugurated at Koregaon

1962 Mr. Umbc rto Mascarenhas donates his property Park .

at Sulcom a. Goa, to Msgr. Scuderi. 1980 A Studentate of Philosoph y. Divyadaan. IS es-

1964 The Shrine of Don Bosco' s Madonna is conse- tabli shed at Pune.

crated and ded icated to Mary Help of Ch ristians 1980 Fr. Tony acce pts the added responsibility of or-
by Archbishop Hubert D'Rosario along with ganising "Project Africa" on behalf of the SPCL
seven other Bishops. 1981 Fr. Chrysan thus Saldanha is made Provincial.

1964 His Hol iness Pope Paul VI visits the Shrine of 1981 A parish at Wadala East is establ ished .
Mary Help of Christians.

1%5 A techn ical schoo l is established at Kurla.
1981 A parish. mission centre. school and boarding at

Dakor, Gujarat. is established.
1%9 Bom bay is made a visuatorta (a step to the for- 1982 In co mpliance with the request of the SPCI and

mation of a province) .
the desire of the Rector Major, establishes the

1%9 An orphanage is established at Andheri East. communit ies of East Africa as a delega tion of

1970 A schoo l and boarding for training missionaries the prov ince of Bombay.

for the North-east is estab iished at Borivili. 1984 A technical centre is es tablished at Pinguli .

1971 The Provincial House at Matunga is establi shed. 1984 The Salesi ans are invited to begin youth work in

1971 The 'technical section of Panj im is shifted to Bhopal (but are compe lled to leave in 1996).

Fatorda . 1984 Divyadaan shifts to Nashik .

1972 January 31s~TilE PROVINCEOF BO~IBAY 1984 The Sale sians are invited to loo k afte r the SI.
IS OFFIC IALLY ERECTED un der th e pa - Thomas Boy' s Hostel in Khandwa on a two year
tronage oCSI. Frtancis Xavier, Fr. Denls Duarte co ntract (it was not renewed).
is mad e Provlncta l.
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1985 Swami Premanand entrusts the Pope John XXIII
High School, Quepem. to the Salesians.

1986 A boarding is staned at Kawam. Gujarat.

1986 The Jesuits hand over the parish of St. John,
Bhingar; to the Salesians.

1986 Don Bosco Youth Services is established

1987 A youth animation centre is begun at Benaulim.

1987 A school. technical institute and boarding are be-
gun at Narukot.

1987. A Salesian presence at Odxel is resumed.

1987 Fr. Loddy Pires is made Provincial.

1988 Shelter - Don Bosco. an open-house for street
children is inaugurated.

1988 Land at Savedi is purchased and the Salesians
take up residence.

1989 The Salesians are entrusted with the management
of the 51. Joseph' s Vidyalaya and the running of
the parish of Our Lady of Fatima at Jaitala.

1990 The school and parish of S1. Francis Xavie r.
Tuem. are entrusted to the Salesians.

1990 A parish at Ahmedabad. is entrus ted to the
Salesians (but is handed back in 1997).

1991 An open school, boarding and youth centre are
established at Sutgani , Kamataka.

1992 A parish, mission centre and primary education
are established at Alirajpur, M.P.

1992 St. Theresa's. Betul. is entrusted to the Salesians.

1993 The Province Information Office is set up at the
Provincial House.

1993 Fr. Joaquim D'S ouza is nominated Provincial.

1993 A Mass-centre at Virar is entrus ted to the
Salesians.

1994 A non-formal technical school is established at
Loutolim. Goa.

1994 The pre-novitiate is shifted to PinguJi.

1994 A parish and hostel for college boys are estab­
lished at Kapadvanj.

1995 Tej-Prasarini, is officially recognised as a pub­
lishing house by the Provincial Chapter, '95.

1995 A parish and school at Sirs i is entrusted to the
Salesians.

1995 The parish at Bhingar is trifurcated and St.
Anne 's, Ahmed nagar is given independent
parochial status.

1996 Fr. Joaquim D'Souza is appointed Regional
Councillor for Asia- Australia and Fr. Tony
D'Souza is made Provincial.

1996 Fr. Aurelius Maschio expires on September 9th.

1997 A plot of land at Gorai with a residential facility
for youth - animation camps is set up.

1997. The Fr. Maschio Memorial Foundation is inau­
gurated on September 9th at Matunga.

1997 December 29th, The National Boscoree. is held
at Sulcoma.

1998 The Provincial Chapter, '98 begins with the inau­
guration of the new provincial House.

1998 The Chapter members submit a proposal for the
division of the Province to the Rector Major.
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