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Dedicated
to the blessed memory
of hundreds and hundreds of
committed and self-sacrificing missionaries,
Catechists, Youth Evangelizers and Touring Sisters
who are the unsung heroes of mission
in the remote hills and valleys of
Northeast India.
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Introduction

Rev. Fr. Maria Arokiam Kanaka, SDB

Most people, even Salesians, would not know who was the first
Indian Salesian Rector and the first Indian Salesian bishop and the
first Indian to attend a Salesian General Chapter? It was Most Rev. Dr.
Hubert D’Rosario SDB, also the first Archbishop of the Metropolitan
See of the Archdiocese of Shillong-Guwahati! He was among the first
Indian missionaries to come over to Northeast of India and to play a
leading role in the great saga of the evangelization of the area by the
Catholic Church. He is a first in several ways, a real pioneer.

There have been two significant waves of missionary movements
towards evangelizing Northeast India. The first was of foreigners made
up of the Salvatorians and the Salesians. The second was, and still
is, the wave of Indian missionaries, particularly from the Kerala and
Konkan Coast of India. While the first group laid the foundations of
the Catholic Church in Northeast, the latter considerably widened it
and consolidated its presence. Today the Catholic Church is a reality
to reckon with in this area, a great bulwark for the development of the

indigenous people culturally, politically and religiously.
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Born in a faith-filled family of Mangalorean-Malayalee origin,
and transferred to Tirupattur due to the railway employment of his
father, the young Hubert came into contact with Salesians there. Great
people recognize the potential for greatness in others. Thus it was the
great Fr. José Carreio, SDB, who handpicked him and proposed to him
the Salesian ideals. In spite of bumps on the road, he sailed through
his period of formation and later worked in Chennai, Vellore and in
Mumbai before being once again handpicked by another great Church
leader, Cardinal Gracias, as the bishop of Dibrugarh in Upper Assam. It
was not easy for a southerner to integrate himself into Northeast India
and find acceptance. But the Lord was with him and his motivations
sprang from his faith. The Lord worked marvels through him and made
him a great and memorable leader of the Catholic Church in this area.
Today he is remembered and loved everywhere in the Northeast India.
Many institutions and works are named after him. The spread of the
Church in this region during his leadership has been enormous.

Archbishop Hubert D’Rosario was thoroughly a Salesian, a
missionary and a leader. Those who have lived with him bear ample
witness to these qualities. He was a meticulous planner, a keen
ecclesial visionary and a daring trend-setter in missionary methods. He
participated in the last sessions of the Second Vatican Council and this
too gave him a modern, updated and holistic concept of evangelization.
He established numerous presences of the Church with a parish centre
consisting of religious, educational, health and social services carried
out by priests, religious and the laity. He is loved very much for his
visits to the villages identifying himself with the people in order to
bring them God’s love. He was a “pastor who smelt of the sheep” in
the words of Pope Francis. Missionary visits to the villages, a strategy
developed by Jesus himself, and practised by his predecessor Salesian
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confreres, was seen by him as the vital means of spreading the faith and
sustaining it.

Behind an austere appearance and tough character he hid a large
heart and a holy and prayerful life. Naturally, he gave primacy of place
to the Word of God, Catechesis and the celebration of the Sacraments.
Accordingly we see his unstinted and indefatigable works in establishing
churches and educational institutions, centres for the training of lay
and religious catechists, proper formation houses for seminarians and
priests, and the study and development of the local languages. He
founded the Visitation Sisters of Don Bosco, combining the Salesian
missionary spirit and the patronage of Our Lady of Visitation, the first
missionary carrying Jesus to her cousin Elizabeth. This congregation is
today a living monument to his missionary zeal and empowerment of
women. He was also a bishop who valued both the diocesan clergy and
the religious as vital parts of one and the same Church and promoted
their harmonious existence and work, a lesson probably good for the
present and future leaders of the Church in India.

This book in your hands, a profile of Archbishop Hubert
D’Rosario, is the fruit of the recognition of his greatness by another
great South Indian missionary to Northeast India, Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Karotemprel, SDB. It is not just a biography written at the desk, but
as the title states, a profile, contributed by people who have known
the archbishop personally. I thank him for this effort in spite of his
advancing years, and together with him all the contributors. A sense of
history is essential for our identity and progress. It is said that we are
but dwarfs sitting on the shoulders of our giant forefathers. Without
this recognition we will be condemned to ‘invent the wheel once again’
and to lose our great patrimony which we are called to build upon. As

a representative of the Salesians in South Asia, I am proud to present
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the book, containing a wonderful portrait of his life, his holiness, his
stetling qualities and his multifarious works. Besides being a historical
remembrance and a tribute to his personality, I see it as an inspiration

for the bishops, priests, religious and missionaries in India.

Fr. Maria Arokiam Kanaga, SDB
Regional Councillor of the Salesians in South Asia.



Preface

I must begin this brief Preface to Archbishop Hubert D’Rosario:
A Profile on a personal note. This is my thirtieth and most likely the
last book. What I wrote in my last book Stay with Us Lord Prayers and

Meditations has become a reality with me. And this is what I wrote:

My energies are spent, Lord.

The mind easily wearies,

And study turns into drudgery.
The memory begins to play truant.
The body flouts orders of the will.
Remain with me, Lord,

Indeed my days are far spent!

At four score and two years, my energies are far spent. Hence I
am infinitely grateful to God for granting me health enough to complete
this book. It has had a long period of gestation. I began working on
this book about five years ago. Other books and works claimed my
immediate attention over these years. Besides, this was also held up for
reasons of health, and winding up other works already on the anvil.

Much time was also consumed in getting articles from some
writers. Every now and then new writers had to be sought out. As it

happens with edited books, some articles call for heavy editorial work.



[xvi

In a work such as this, some repetitions are unavoidable. On the other
hand, repetitions also confirm the general consensus on the Archbishop
being a very outstanding missionary. Persistent requests from several
quarters, however, kept alive the plan to write a profile of Archbishop
Hubert D’Rosario.

Since I published a profile of Fr. John Med three years ago, several
persons were urging me to write a missionary profile of Archbishop
Hubert D’Rosario. This insistence on a profile of Archbishop Hubert
D’Rosario was very persistent, as is understandable, from the Visitation
Sisters of Don Bosco (VSDB). ‘

If we read carefully both the Old and the New Testaments, we
find that they contain short or even long profiles of many heroes of the
faith. Thus several books of the Old Testament praise Israel’s unshakeable
faith in Yahweh. The book of Ecclesiasticus contains a whole chapter
on the heroes of faith. Other books celebrate individual heroes of faith.
Thus we have the book of Esther, the book of Ruth, the book of Job,
the book of Daniel, the book of Ezra, the book of Nehemiah, the book
of Maccabees, the book of Samuel, the book of Kings, the book of
Chronicles, etc. The New Testament gives also profiles of great men of
faith and charity.

The book of Ecclesiasticus tells us to remember and imitate the

heroes of our faith:
Let us praise illustrious men and women,
Our ancestors in their successive generations...
Some wielded authority as leaders
Others were renowned for their strength;
Others were intelligent advisers
And uttered prophetic sayings.
Others directed the people by their advice,
By their understanding of the popular mind,
And by the wise words of their teaching;
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Others were generous and resourceful...
Here is a list of generous men and women
Whose good works have not been forgotten.
In their descendants there remains

A rich inheritance born of them.

Their successors stand by the covenants
And, thanks to them, so do their children.
Their offsprings will last forever,

Their glory will not fade.

Their bodies have been buried in peace,
And their names live on for generations.
The people will proclaim their wisdom,

The assembly will celebrate their praises.
(Adapted from the book of Ecclesiasticus 44:1-16)

The Acts of the Apostles gives us a good profile of Peter and Paul.
The Letter to the Hebrews celebrates the great heroes of Israel’s history
from Abel to Abraham and the patriarchs, from Abraham to leaders
such as David and others, both men and women. Thus we read in the
Letter to the Hebrews: “These ... were commended for their faith.” It
carries on to say that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses of
faith. The author exhorts his readers to fix our eyes on Jesus, the author
and perfector of our faith. It tells us to consider how to endure even
persecution and death. (Cf. Heb. 11:4 — 39; 12: 1-24)

We too in Northeast India are fortunate to have had great
heroes of faith, hope and charity in the many outstanding missionaries
in Northeast India. Their great love for God, the Church and the
people of our region should continue to inspire us as successors to great
missionaries.

Many of them deserve a missionary profile written on them.

Others call for full scale biographies for the edification of contemporary



[xviii]

and future missionaries. As I have said elsewhere in this book,
Archbishop Hubert D’Rosario is definitely one of the most successful
and ourtstanding missionaries in Northeast India. Under his leadership,
and with the collaboration of the laity, especially the catechists, diocesan
priests, the pioneering work and support of religious men and women
and the cooperation of his fellow bishops for nearly 30 years, the
Catholic Church in Northeast India did make extraordinary progress.
During this period, the Catholic Church grew exponentially. Ar the
time of his death, the Catholic Church in Northeast India counted
nearly a million and a half.

Itis not only in numbers that the Catholic Church grew; but also
in infrastructure, seminaries, formation houses, religious congregations,
and diverse ministries. He was able to secure and keep the co-workers
such as Fr. Ignatius Rubio and others. They all contributed immensely
to the growth of the Church, under the leadership of Archbishop
Hubert D’Rosario.

Archbishop Hubert D’Rosario was in many ways a most gifted
missionary, zealous to the core for the spreading of the kingdom of
God. He was not without human limitations. On the other hand, he
was extremely well endowed by nature and grace. His endowments far
outweigh limitations of character and temperament. He put all his gifts
of nature and grace to the service of the Church and the people of God
fully. And no one can deny this fact.

Let me now acknowledge the contribution thar others have
given in the preparation of this book. No book is the product of one
single person. This is especially true of an edited work such as this one.
In the first place I am truly grateful to the contributors to this book.
Without their generous contribution it would not have been possible

to publish this book. Secondly I am very grateful to three persons in a
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way for the editing of this book and they are Bro. Anand Adaikalasamy,
Bah Michael Basaiawmoit and Sr. Martha Masynting. They have typed
and retyped the manuscripts and corrected manuscripts several times.
They have done this difficult work in a very generous spirit. A very special
word of appreciation must be said to Sr. Martha Masynting, VSDB,
in helping out in arranging and re-arranging the various contributions
to this book. I am equally grateful to three of my colleagues Fr. Tom
Polackal, Fr. Varghese Palatty and Fr. K. J. Antony for reading through
the manuscripts and offering many valuable suggestions and additions
to the text. My special thanks go to Bhabani Offset Pvt. Ltd. for the
excellent quality of production of the book. Finally, I am indebted to
Fr. John Madur, the Chancellor of Shillong Archdiocese, and to the
Archdiocesan archives for the photographs reproduced in this book. -

I offer this book as a tribute to a very great missionary Archbishop
Hubert D’Rosario. I hope this pioneering missionary will be a source
of inspiration to all the catechists, priests, religious men and sisters and
brothers working in Northeast India and beyond. I wish we will all be
inspired by the single minded self-dedication of Archbishop Hubert
D’Rosario to spread the kingdom of God everywhere.

Sebastian Karotemprel, SDB,

30th August, 2013

19% anniversary of the death of Archbishop
Hubert D’Rosario, SDB.
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Archbishop Hubert D’Rosario SDB
A Unique Missionary
Sebastian Karotemprel, SDB

The Salesian Mission in Northeast India has been blessed with
many valiant Salesian missionaries whose missionary profile merit
publication. Some of them were outstanding in holiness of life; others
have been very resourceful and efficient missionaries. They worked very
hard in the hills and plains of Northeast India in extremely difficule
situations of inclement weather, absence of means of communication,
problem of funds, tropical diseases, etc. Among them we may mention
a few here: Archbishop Louis Mathias, SDB, Servant of God Bishop
Stephen Ferrando, SDB, Servant of God Bishop Orestes Marengo, SDB,
Fr. Louis Ravalico, SDB, Servant of God Fr. Constantine Vendrame,
SDB, Fr. George Stadler, SDB, Fr. Leo Piasecki, SDB, Fr. Dominic
Barwa, SDB, Fr. Elias Hopewell, SDB, Fr. Edward Gutierrez, SDB, Fr.
Paul Taverna, SDB, Fr. Joseph Zubizaretta, SDB, Fr. PC. Anthony,
SDB, Fr. Victor Ampanattuvila, SDB, Fr. Joseph Arokiasamy, SDB, Fr.
Anthony Del Col, SDB, Fr, Mathew Tharakan, SDB, Bishop Mathai
Kochuparampil, SDB, Bishop Robert Kerketta, SDB, Mgr. Emmanuel
Bars, SDB, Fr. Ignatius Rubio, SDB, Fr. Remo Morra, SDB, Bro.
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Santino Mantarro, SDB, Bro. Armando Frasson, SDB, Bro. Alfred
Topno, SDB, Bro. Eligius Khain, SDB, Bro. Michael Cahoj, SDB,
Mother Catherine Mania, FMA, Sr. Josephine Gaod, FMA, Sr. Rina
Colussi, FMA, Sr. Nellie Nunes, FMA, Sr. Elizabeth Edattukaran,
FMA, Sr. Felicita Syngngoh, FMA, Mother Rose Thappa, MSMHC,
St. Elizabeth Packumala, MSMHC, and so on. This is an incomplete
and random list. There are many more who should be on this list.

Among all these outstanding figures of missionaries, Archbishop
Hubert D’Rosario stands out as a giant. There is a story going back to
the late 1950s and 1960s of a conversation between Fr. Joseph Vaz,
SDB, and Fr, Dennis Duarte, SDB. During the conversation, Fr.
Dennis remarked to Fr. Vaz: “We have many good confreres and yet
we are all shadows of the Salesian spirit but Fr. Hubert D’Rosario is
the very substance of the Salesian spirit.” This is indeed a remarkable
admission.

Archbishop D’Rosario’s episcopal motto is Adveniat Regnum
Tuum, namely, Thy Kingdom Come. We can confidently say that he was
the concrete embodiment of this motto; he lived the kingdom and for
the kingdom and spent his life for the spread of God’s kingdom in
Northeast India. His sole interest in life was prompted by the desire
to promote the coming of the Kingdom of God. All else mattered
little to him; he had no other interest except the Kingdom of God. He
identified himself with the Kingdom of God. His only interest was to
push forward the frontiers of God’s Kingdom in this fruitful region of
Northeast India.

i) A Planning Missionary
By temperament and education he was a planning missionary.

He came to Northeast India from a school background from Don
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Bosco, Katpadi (Tamil Nadu) and Don Bosco High School, Matunga,
Bombay. Secondly, he seemed to have grasped well the complex and rich
concept of Evangelization and the entire range of missionary activities
to be pushed forward. He was never half hazard or sporadic or partial in
planning for mission work in Northeast India.

Recent Church documents of Vatican II and subsequent
Post-Vatican documents such as Ad Gentes, Fvangelii Nuntiands,
and Redemptoris Missio were familiar to him. In Evangelii Nuntiands,
Paul VI defined Evangelization as a complex activity. It embraces
first proclamation, catechesis, human promotion, healing ministry,
education, spread of literacy, dialogue with religions, promotion of well
instructed and active laity, establishment and promotion of local clergy,
promotion of vocations to diocesan clergy and religious life, promotion
of contemplative life, etc.

At the centre of all these varied dimensions of missionary activity,
the primacy goes to the proclamation of Jesus Christ. Thus mission
is a complex concept and activity. Archbishop D’Rosario understood
well this teaching of Vatican II and the subsequent documents of the
Magisterium of the Church on Evangelization and missionary activity.
This fact is clearly reflected in his planning for missionary activity in
Northeast India. He was a planning missionary. He insisted with all the

same type of planning in all mission work.

ii) Centrality of the Proclamation of Jesus Christ

At the centre and summit of all missionary activities and
Evangelization is the proclamation of Jesus Christ. This insistence
on the proclamation of Jesus is in sharp contrast to the confusion in
missionary work that was prevalent in India at the time and even today.

Hubert D’Rosario insisted on the centrality of the proclamation of Jesus
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Christ especially in new areas of Northeast India among the unreached
tribes and peoples of Northeast India. Like Paul he proclaimed Jesus
Christ in season and out of season. Raison d’étre of all evangelization
and missionary activity was Jesus Christ. The beginning and end of all

missionary activity is the proclamation of Jesus Christ.

iii) Pattern of Missionary Work

Archbishop D’Rosario planned for a holistic mission. Vatican II
and post-Vatican documents of the Magisterium have given us a new
and wider interpretation of the meaning of Evangelization. The older
interpretation concentrated on proclamation of Jesus Christ to those
who do not know him, in preaching, catechizing and administration of
the sacraments. 'This is somewhat defective and incomplete definition
of the evangelization (Evangelii Nuntiandi, EN no.17). Today we
have a much more complex, rich and dynamic meaning to the word
evangelization. The new definition is in accordance with Lumen
Gentium, Gaudium et Spes and Ad Gentes. The scope of evangelization
is wider than baptism and formation of the Christian community.
The aim of evangelization is to bring about an inner transformation
of society at large (EN 18). The centre of evangelization is always
Jesus Christ. There is no true evangelization, if the name, the life, the
teaching, the promises, the kingdom and mystery of Jesus Christ, the
son of God are not proclaimed (EN 22). It is in the light of this new
interprertation of evangelization Archbishop D’Rosario planned for the
mission in Northeast India.

One can notice clearly that every mission station has a distinct
and a common pattern. Nearly every mission centre in Northeast India
is composed of a parish Church, presbytery, a boarding school for boys
and another for girls, a high school or higher secondary school and
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a dispensary for healing ministry, a convent building for sisters and
means of transport. Every mission station or parish reflects a holistic
vision of Evangelization. Archbishop D’Rosario wanted every mission
centre to be gradually self-supporting and eventually self-governing
through its own local priests and religious. Every centre was to be also
self-propagating gradually reaching out to new areas and peoples. This

is the common mission pattern or mission vision in Northeast India.

iv) Healing Ministry

Modern health care and healing ministry were by and large
almost unknown to many village people in Northeast India. Seeing the
unhygienic ways of living in villages, the Archbishop insisted that there
should be a dispensary in every mission station and whenever possible,
even a small hospital. Thus he enlarged the Nazareth Hospital in Shillong
started by the Missionaries of Christ Jesus and later on carried on by the
Holy Cross Sisters. He also established the Rapsbun School of Nursing
for the training of religious sisters and Catholic nurses indispensable for
healing ministry in villages. They were to be agents of hygienic ways of
living and healing ministry of the Church, for the care of the old and
the sickly who had no one to care for. For this purpose the Archbishop
established old age homes in Dibrugarh and Shillong run by the Sisters
of Charity. Similarly for those affected by communicable diseases he

established centres for special care run by the Sisters of Mother Teresa.

v) Proclamation and Catechesis

Proclamation of Jesus Christ is to be followed by regular
catechesis. In order to achieve this end Archbishop D’Rosario established
centres for the training of Catechists in Dibrugarh, in Marbisu and

other places. Trained Catechists carried on the work of catechesis of the
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faithful. His regular and lengthy pastoral letters on various aspects on
the faith and the life of the Church were of great help for the Catechists

and for priests.

vi) The Word of God and Biblical Apostolate

Archbishop understood the importance of the Word of God
in the life of the people and its catechetical impact. Thus he had the
whole Bible translated into the local language Khasi. Much of the credit
of this work should go to the team composed of Fr. Henry Fantin,
SDB, Fr. Sylvanus Sngi, SDB and Francis Diengdoh of Nongpoh and
others. Within a few years every Catholic family in the Khasi hills could
have a Bible in Khasi, in their own language. Thousands of copies were
printed at various times and distributed at a highly subsidised rate and
copies were to be enthroned in each family. This Bible apostolate was
a powerful idea and had served as an incentive for other missionary
areas to have the Bible translated into their own local languages. The
Archbishop also supported the idea of spreading copies of the New
Jerusalem Bible among the priests, Religious and Sisters of the region.
Thus he readily supported the idea of importing nearly 2000 copies of
the New Jerusalem Bible in the 1980s at almost 1/3 of the prevailing
price in India. All Catholic families were encouraged to read a chapter
or two from the Bible at the end of the day.

vii) Liturgical Apostolate

Liturgy is the source and summit of all Christian life according
to Vatican II. Thus Archbishop had the old Xz Lynti Brneng (Khasi hymn
and prayer book) revised and updated several times.

The daily missal in Khasi was commissioned. The preparation of

the daily missal is still in progress. Its publication has been delayed due



ARCHBISHOP HUBERT D’ROSARIO SDB: A UNIQUE MISSIONARY 7

to various reasons. In any case, Archbishop Hubert took special care to

promote the dignity and orderly celebration of all liturgical celebrations.

viii) Promotion of the Laity

Archbishop held regular meetings with the laity of the diocese.
Laity in general, Catholic teachers and Professors in schools and
colleges, Catholic politicians and the youth were taken into confidence
about the work of the Church and their contribution to it. Wherever
he went, he met with the laity and the youth of especially Class X, XI
and XII and college students to encourage them in Christian living and

apostolate.

ix) Promotion of Vocations to Religious and Priestly Life

In villages and towns the Archbishop was very regular in meeting
with boys and girls in schools and colleges and proposed to them the
idea of priestly and religious life. When people asked for a new mission
centre and the establishment of a school and boarding house he always
said to them, “Give me a piece of land and some of your sons and
daughters to become priests and religious and I will establish a mission
centre for you.”

The existing St. Paul’s seminary was expanded and a new structure
built to house Class XI and XII seminarians in a separate building.
Similarly Christ King College was established below Archbishop’s House
for the study of philosophy. Seminarians could also do college studies
up to B.A. Furthermore he established Oriens Theological College for
the students of theology. He also saw to the qualifications of professors
of the seminary by sending them abroad for studies.

The need was felt for a year of spirituality before the

candidates for priesthood begin their major seminary studies. It is
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meant to be something like a novitiate before opting for priestly life.
A two-year regency for all diocesan students has been introduced

since some years.

x) Common Infrastructure

Every local Church is well established when it has seminaries
at various stages. From the very beginning of his episcopal ministry
Archbishop D’Rosario was eager to establish a minor seminary and
major seminary. Thus he established St. Joseph’s Minor seminary in
Dibrugarh and enlarged St. Paul’s seminary in Shillong. As a result local
vocations are promoted and there is a considerable number of diocesan

priests today.

xi) Archbishop D’Rosario and the Religious

Archbishop made it a point to meet and encourage
the religious on a regular basis. First he took time out to
meet all religious communities of Shillong on the occasion of
publishing of Pastoral Letters. He met the religious priests and
sisters living in Shillong and elsewhere to introduce the Pastoral
Letters. These meetings were good occasions to come to know
their pastoral problems. Thus he secured the goodwill and
collaboration of the religious of his diocese. Unlike elsewhere,
Archbishop D’Rosario never had confrontations with the
Religious. He showed himself to be sympathetic and helpful
to them. He was also very generous with the religious of the
Archdiocese. He gave them freedom to engage in apostolic
activities specific to their charism; he readily signed letters for
funds; he encouraged new ideas of apostolate no matter from

which quarters they came.
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xii) Contemplative Life in Northeast India

Ad Gentesand other Vatican Il documents speak of the promotion
of contemplative life in mission areas. Following this recommendation
of the council a contemplative community of Benedictine Sisters was
established in Umran area. The primary scope of the contemplative
sisters is to bear witness to the contemplative dimension of the Church
and to pray for the spread of the Kingdom of God in Northeast India
and for the success of the missionary work of the Church. They are a
hidden wellspring, a hidden spiritual source for the support of active

missionary life.

xiii) Social Concerns

Archbishop Hubert was equally interested in the spiritual growth
of the Christians as well as their human promotion. To this end he gave
permission to establish the Social Forum in Guwahati to push ahead
the mission of the Church in human formation and development. He

did this even against the reluctance of some Church leaders.

xiv) Personnel for Missionary Work

In the 1960s the government of India took an adverse view about
the entry of missionaries into India. Several missionaries were sent away
from the Northeast India under the pretext of it being militarily and
politically sensitive area. This was only a smokescreen for preventing
further missionary work in the region. As a result a number of foreign
missionaries were asked to withdraw from sensitive areas. Some were
allowed to relocate themselves, others were expelled from the country
and others were forced to return to their home countries or other
welcoming countries. The Archbishop supported the idea of inviting

religious sisters and religious men especially from South India — Kerala,
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Goa and Bombay regions. Thus about 40 Salesians were welcomed
into Northeast India to carry out the work started by foreign and local
missionaries. Apart from these he also invited religious sisters belonging
to various congregations especially from Kerala and Mangalore. This
influx of missionaries from South India, namely, Kerala, Mangalore,
Goa and Bombay regions and from Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
have been a great help for the expansion of the Catholic mission in

Northeast India.

xv) The Promotion of Print Media

Several Catholic book centres were established in the Assam
plains, Guwahati, Meghalaya and other places. The St. Paul’s Sisters
and St. Paul’s Fathers were able to establish them with the help of the
Archbishop. They promote the spread of Christian literature, religious

films and liturgical articles.

xvi) Promotion of the History of the Mission in Northeast India

Archbishop D’Rosario commissioned a short history of the
Shillong Archdiocese prepared by Fr. Orestes Paviotti, SDB, under the
title The Work of His Hands. When Sacred Heart Theological College
published a large volume on the History of the Catholic Church in
Northeast India 1890-1915, a translation from the original German
account by C. Becker, the Archbishop supported the venture by taking
several hundred copies of the book. The book is now available in one
single volume, The Catholic Church in Northeast India 1890-1950.
Similarly he supported the publication of the centenary volume of
Catholic Church in Northeast India.

The news bulletin of the archdiocese called the Regnum appeared
with clock-like regularity. It practically contains the current history of
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the archdiocese. It will serve as a precious sourcebook for future mission

historians.

xvii) An Indigenous Missionary Congregation: the VSDB

The background of his mission experience in Northeast India, the
situation prevailing in the inaccessible villages and the great distances to
be covered by missionaries prompted Archbishop D’Rosario to establish
a religious congregation of women called Visitation Sisters of Don Bosco.
Their main task is direct missionary work, bringing Christ to remote
inaccessible villages all over Northeast India and to bring Christ and
his healing touch and human promotion to people in villages. They
are about 120 (as of May 2013) sisters working in different dioceses
of Northeast India and in South Sudan, Africa. Their very existence is
a proof that the Church in Northeast India is fast becoming a Local
Church as Vatican II says: a self-supporting, self-propagating, and a
missionary Church. (Cf. AG.15, 17, 18)

Conclusion

Archbishop D’Rosario identified himself, his life and works with
mission of the Church in Northeast India. He had no other interests
or concerns. He has left behind a great missionary legacy similar to the
missionary legacy of St. Francis Xavier, Fr. Constant Lievens, SJ and
Bishop Anastasius Hartmann, OFM Cap. We can see in the following
pages the extent and range of mission that he was engaged in. Like
Paul, he identified himself with mission. He could have easily written
an epitaph on his own life as Paul did, “For me to live is Christ.”
Paraphrasing these words of St. Paul he could well define his life as

follows: “For me to live is mission.”
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Biographical Sketch
Fr. Joseph Thelekkatt, SDB!

As I get down to the task of writing a brief biographical sketch
of Archbishop Hubert D’Rosario, memories of by-gone years crowd my
mind. I first met him while I was a novice at Sunnyside in 1965, hardly
a year after his episcopal ordination. He was then a young and handsome
bishop. The next memorable meeting was in the Cathedral of Shillong
when he was installed as the first Archbishop of Shillong-Guwahati in
1969. Since then I have had occasions to come in contact with him in
various capacities. But it was as Provincial that I had reasons to have close
dealings with him. Our meetings were cordial and always very enriching
for me. He used to guide and encourage me in my work. I could see that
he loved our congregation and was very appreciative of the support he
received from it for his ministry and apostolate. Towards the end of his life,
when he had to be hospitalized frequently, he impressed me with his spirit
of faith, prayer and his willing acceptance of suffering. At his funeral I was
deeply touched by the demonstrations of love and affection by his flock.

1 Fr. Joseph Thelekkatt, SDB, holds a doctorate in Psychology and is a former Provincial
of Guwahati province. At present he is on the staff of Don Bosco Renewal Centre,
Bangalore.
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Early Life

Hubert D’Rosario was born of Boniface and Isabella D’Rosario
on 21 February, 1919, in an obscure hamlet near Calicut, Kerala.
Hubert was the fourth in a family of seven children, two boys and five
girls. His younger brother was named Claude Mervin while the girls
were named Ethel, Stella, Irene, Muriel and Dorothy. His father was
a Mangalorean and his mother a Malayalee. Fervent Catholics, they
inculcated deep religious values in the young boy. Mr. D'Rosario was a
railway officer, and the family moved about a lot on account of transfers
and promotions. Soon tragedy was to stalk their steps. At the age of ten,
Hubert lost his mother.

All the responsibility of the care and nurture of his children now
rested on Mr. Rosario’s shoulders. He loved his children and sought the
very best for them. He believed in maintaining strict discipline, and the
children missed the loving presence of a mother. However, the family
continued to be well-knit, and the members were attached to each
other. Tragedy stared into the face of Hubert again, when his younger
brother, Claude Mervin, a pilot in the Indian Air Force, was killed in an
air crash at a very young age. The loss was a very painful blow to Hubert
who loved his brother fondly.

In 1936, Mr. Boniface D’Rosario was transferred to Tirupattur
railway station which came under the then Madras Presidency. By then
Hubert had passed the Matriculation examination from a Jesuit school
at Calicut. The teenager was scouting around for his next step in life
when he met the Salesians. He found his way to the church and the
Salesian novitiate at Tirupattur, a stone’s throw away from the railway
station. There he used to be found watching with bemused wonder and
keen interest the animated games of the Salesian Clerics. Being at an

impressionable age, he was attracted by the buoyancy and cheerfulness
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of those future missionaries. Seeing the lad, the clerics used to invite
him for a game. He tried to join in and somewhat enjoyed playing
football. Naturally, he was no match for the sheer muscular prowess of
the likes of McGlinchey, Corcoran and others. But it was fun.

i) Salesian Vocation

More than the clerics, it was the Rector, Fr. Joseph Carrefio
who stole the boy’s heart. A native of Spain, Fr. Joseph Carrefio was
a vivacious and amiable priest with a heart as large as the sea, with a
wisdom that was truly uncommon, and an ability and enthusiasm that
were, in many ways, extraordinary. To add to these qualities, he was
proficient in Spanish, Italian, English, Latin and Greek, besides being a
gifted musician and scientist.

Fr. Carrefio befriended the young Hubert, spoke kindly to him
and the boy was instinctively drawn to the Salesian Family. He liked the
Salesian community immensely, and had a special love for the affable
Rector. The final decision came naturally. One glorious day, Fr. Carrefio
leaped on to a motorbike, rode to the home of Mr. D’Rosario, picked
up Hubert and brought him to the community that became his home
away from home. The endearing Salesian priest remained a constant
source of encouragement to the young boy on his path to Salesian

priesthood.

ii) Life in the Aspirantate

Life in the aspirantate like life anywhere, had its ups and downs
for young Hubert. One gloomy cold night, terribly homesick, he cried
bitterly under the cover of his blankets. The Rector passed by and heard
the sobbing and sniffling. Without saying a word, he took off his coat

and covered him. The next morning, not knowing whose coat it was, he
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approached the Prefect of Studies and was told that it was the Rector’s.
He was asked to go and return it to the Rector and thank him. It was
a strategy that the Rector sometimes had recourse to in order to banish
blues and cement relationships.

On another occasion, most of the boys fell ill and Hubert was
one of them. The doctor was promptly summoned, and the sick were
lined up for a check-up. At the end of the medical examination, the
doctor asked the Rector whether the boys got sufficient food. It appeared
that much of the ailment was due to malnutrition. Nourishing diet was
prescribed for all; and for young Hubert who was growing up fast, an
extra egg a day, along with butter and fruit. In no time homesickness
and other ailments vanished into thin air.

Aspirantate life had its frolicsome days as well. A young cleric,
Bro. John Med, fresh from Europe, was given the task of teaching
Latin to Hubert and his companion, Devadas. It was often an ordeal
for the cleric who was struggling with English in which the students
were fluent. The teacher and his pupils raced their own language
steeplechase. And it would be a moot question to raise whether the
boys learned more Latin than the Brother did English. The hilarious
part of it was that the class often broke off in stomach-clutching

peals of laughter.

iii) Initial Formation

In December 1936, both Hubert and Devadas were admitted
to the novitiate, with Fr. Carrefio as the Novice Master and Bro. John
Med as the Assistant. The story of grappling with languages continued
as there were four Iralian novices fresh from Italy and four Indians. The
novice Hubert enjoyed the fatherly affection of Fr. Carrefio who took

him as his secretary since he was noted for his exemplary conduct and
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fine handwriting. Genuine family spirit reigned in the novitiate. There
was ‘joie de vivre’ all around.

The novitiate year was followed by a two-year course of
philosophy in the same house, under the enthusiastic guidance of Fr.
Meliga. Hubert absorbed knowledge like a sponge, and grew in good
spirit and steadiness of life. He was docile and unassuming, serious-

minded, affable to all and active at work.

iv) Vocational Crisis

He was, however, soon to learn that bouquets and brickbats
intersperse the human pilgrimage. During the initial year of Practical
Training at Broadway, Madras, Hubert experienced a major vocational
crisis. His rector-cum-provincial found very few good qualities in
the cleric. Hubert felt this way of life was not meant for him. He
contemplated leaving the Salesian Society.

It was at this critical juncture that the good Fr. Carrefio once
again appeared on the scene. He was wont to visit all the young clerics in
Practical Training and chat with them as a father does with his growing
sons. In the course of unburdening himself, Hubert revealed to his old
novice master that he was thinking of leaving the Salesians. The latter
encouraged him to stay on, counselling patience and perseverance. His
timely help dispelled doubts and anxieties from the mind of Hubert.

I have heard from his contemporaries, that Fr. Carrefio
encouraged local vocations wherever he found himself. Many like
Hubert had been supported in their youthful years by his solicitous care
and concern. Later in life, Archbishop Hubert like many other confreres
would often reminisce in glowing and loving terms about the great
qualities of Fr. Carrefio. For him, Fr. Carrefio came to epitomize the

ideal Salesian and priest. Qualities he particularly admired in him were
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his fatherliness, his openness, cheerfulness and an ability to understand
and accept those under his charge. “When Fr. Carrefio died, a part
of me also died with him”, the Archbishop would say, adding that,

unfortunately today many do not have a heart that is as large as his.

His First Contacts with Northeast India

‘During the latter part of his Practical Training, Bro. Hubert
came to Dibrugarh as the assistant of the Novices. Fr. Edward Gutierrez
a very eminent formator of Salesian India was the Master of Novices
and in him young Bro. Hubert had an excellent spiritual guide. After his
Practical Training he was sent to Shillong to do his B.T. in St. Edmund’s
College. These were his initial contacts with the area that would be
the domain of his missionary activities for more than a quarter of a
century. He stayed at Don Bosco Technical School and attended the
B.T. College. Though a student, he pitched in to help and did his share
of “assistance” and teaching as the other “assistants” did. His days as a
student of theology seem to have passed off uneventfully as he seldom

shared about them.

A Priest For Ever

Bro. Hubert had set his eyes on the day of his ordination and
that “dream-day” dawned on 16 April 1947. Hubert D’Rosario was
ordained a priest of God at St. Mary’s parish church, Kotagiri by Msgr.
Renatus Guega, Bishop of Mysore, to which diocese Kotagiri then
belonged. The church was packed to capacity and the Salesian choir
added solemnity and devotion. After the ordination service, dressed in
his priestly vestments, the new priest blessed his father who, with tear-
sodden eyes, kissed his hand. At lunch time, in reply to expressions of

gratitude by Fr. Hubert, Bishop Renatus spoke for half an hour. He
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expressed his joy for the privilege he had had to ordain a Salesian. He
added that he would always consider Fr. Hubert as his beloved son in
Jesus Christ. The Bishop expressed great joy and satisfaction at the work
done by the Salesians in his diocese and exhorted them to increase and

multiply and open more industrial schools.

First Year of Priestly Ministry

Tirupattur was the first posting of young Fr. Hubert. He was
appointed Vice-principal in the newly established college which had
just been inaugurated with Intermediate courses only. Fr. Hubert was
loved by his superiors, staff and students, and esteemed for his fairness
and religiosity. He laid a good foundation to the institution and set up a
solid tradition. So much so, that when Fr. Murphy took over as Principal
of the upgraded college, he found the college on sound footings and
easy to manage. Next, he was sent to Trivandrum as Prefect of Studies
and Headmaster. Those were not so easy days for that institution. Later

the institution reverted to diocesan management.

The first Indian Salesian Rector of the Province

Fr. Hubert’s next assignment was as Headmaster and later as
Rector at Katpadi. The distinction of being the first Indian Rector of
Madras Province was his. He did good work there among the poor
children of North Arcot most of whom were orphans or marginalized.
That brought him in 1958 to his new port-of-call, Bombay, as Rector
and Principal of Don Bosco School, Matunga. Here again, he was the
first Indian to be the head of such a big institution. Fr. Ignatius Rubio
assisted him ably as he would do later in Dibrugarh and Shillong.

Fr. Bosco Pereira, SDB, of Bombay Province narrates the happy

recollections of the time when Fr. Hubert D’Rosario was his first Rector,
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at Don Bosco Matunga. That was about 45 years ago and little Bosco
was just 11 at that time.

“His love was tough, gentle and serious”, is how Fr. Bosco
remembers Fr. Hubert. At any given time, anyone would know where
to find him. Going to meet him in the office was a pleasure because the
little boys came out with a handful of sweets or a postcard or a medal.
But had he done some punishable mischief during the day, he dared not
approach the Rector’s office; the latter’s piercing looks could kill a bad
soul. Otherwise those same eyes radiated love and kindliness. He always
had a good word for everybody. Being summoned to the office was itself
a great reward or punishment.

Fr. Hubert was very particular as to how the boys looked and
dressed — one hair style for all, shorts touching knees. Sunday was a
holy day; it was a custom to have two Masses for all the 200 boarders,
one of which he would regularly celebrate. At 3.00 pm there would
be a conference in the Church for all, at which the superiors and the
boys were present. Nobody would be distracted that time. His stories
from church history and Salesian history and the lives of the saints were
narrated with pep, unction and high drama. No kidding, no talking,
and no sleeping would be entertained during that hour. The talk was
invariably followed by solemn benediction. Everything had a sense of
awe. Fr. Hubert gave it that tone. During those days, the boys kissed his
hands with reverence.

At interval times, Fr. Hubert would be out of his office, always
encircled by a throng of boys. He had a soft corner for the hockey
and football players who had won many a trophy for the school. Every
victory would be celebrated with a very special Benediction service on
the following Sunday. There would be sweets for all, and a special treat

supplemented by a rosary and a medal for the winners.
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Monthly Recollections and annual retreats received the utmost
importance during Fr. Hubert’s rectorship. The boarding boys looked
forward to these events, also because they were always accompanied
by something special at table and ended with an outing or a picnic.
Fr. Hubert made these spiritual exercises very refreshing for body and
soul. The prayer “For the one amongst us who would be the first to
die” sounded deadly, and was recited with awesome fear. It was often a
turning point for many.

Fr. Rector made regular rounds in the study halls and dormitories.
Those were serious moments. He always had something to whisper to
the naughty ones. Anyone punished by the Assistant would hang his
head in shame. What compounded thc embarrassment was that the
Rector witnessed the punishment. The latter would inquire from the
others why the boy was standing or kneeling, and would mollify both
the boy and the brother with a “kind word in the ear”. The boy would
be made to sit down. And that passing encounter would ensure that
there was no more trouble till the end of the study. The boys saw Fr.
Hubert as just and impartial.

Sodalities were popular in those days though not all would be
admitted into them. One had to apply and then the Rector with his
council and the group Assistant selected those found fit. Fr. Hubert
kept an eye on the potential Dominic Savios and Francis Bessucos.
Every year he selected and sent some boys to the Salesian aspirantate
at Lonavla.

For so much to be emblazoned in an 11 year old’s head, Fr.
Hubert D’Rosario must have been an arresting personality. Fr. Bosco
winds up his memories of Fr. Hubert expressing his delight that Fr.
Hubert recognized the signs of Salesian vocation in him and helped

him to follow his call.
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A member of the General Chapter

In 1958, Fr. Hubert attended the General Chapter of the
Salesian Congregation along with the Provincial, Fr. A. Pianazzi. He
had the unique distinction of being the first Indian to attend the
General Chapter as a delegate. The election as a delegate for the General
Chapter was indicative of the esteem and appreciation in which he was
held by the confreres of his province. There were rumours that young Fr.
Hubert would possibly be the next Provincial. God had other designs
for him. When the See of Dibrugarh became vacant, Fr. Hubert was
appointed its bishop by Pope Paul VI on 6 July 1964.

His call to be a Bishop

His call to the episcopal ministry reminds me of the call of
Abraham. He was called by the Lord to leave the familiar terrain of
his own native province and led to the Northeast India frontiers of
India. The land, its people, their languages and customs were totally
alien to him. He had scarcely settled down in the midst of his people
in Dibrugarh giving a fresh impetus to the work of the Church, when
further summons from the Holy Father urged him to fold up his tent
once more and move on to the newly created archdiocese of Shillong-
Guwabhati as the first Metropolitan Archbishop of Northeast India in
1969.

When he took over as Bishop of Dibrugarh and later as the
Archbishop of Shillong-Guwahati, beyond the fanfare and the festivities,
there was also a feeling that an outsider had become the leader of the
Church in Northeast India. To make matters worse, he did not know
the local languages. He was painfully aware that he would take a long
time to make himself fully accepted and loved. As he himself confided

to me on more than one occasion, he had felt the isolation and the
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loneliness keenly. And yet, he knew that his duty was to prove himself,
in course of time, a good pastor and effective shepherd of his people.
He tried to learn the local languages and took to touring the villages
assiduously. Many missionaries attest that the Archbishop was at his
best in the villages. He could have easily sought popularity at the cost
of his duties as a Church leader. But he had a resolute will and rock-like
faith to hold on to what he considered right, whatever be the obstacles
that came on his way. Herein we see the traits of a great religious leader
imbued with a deep faith, and commitment to God and to his people.

In course of time, through sincerity of purpose, hard work, and
unflinching loyalty to the cause of his people, he came to be accepted
and respected by his clergy, religious and the faithful. His funeral was a

visible proof that he who had come as a stranger had truly become our

“beloved Father in the faith.”

a) Bishop of Dibrugarh

The bishop-elect and Fr. Anthony Alessi, the then Provincial,
paid a short visit to Dibrugarh and was given a warm welcome in front
of the Cathedral. He was ordained bishop at the Shrine of Mary Help of
Christians, Matunga, Bombay on 6 September 1964 by His Eminence
Valerian Cardinal Gracias. The motto that he adopted on his coat of
arms was the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer: “Adveniat Regnum
Tuum” (May Your Kingdom Come). Soon after his consecration he flew
to Rome to attend the third session of the Second Vatican Council then
in progress. Thus, he started off his episcopal ministry as a “Council
Bishop”, endeavouring to implement the reforms initiated by the
Council and translate into action its vision and guidelines.

On December 12, 1964, Bishop Hubert arrived in Dibrugarh
by car, having landed at Jorhat by flight earlier. Bishop Marengo and
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a multitude of people gathered in front of the Cathedral to welcome
the new pastor. The territory of Dibrugarh diocese at that time was
composed of the present districts of Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Sibsagar,
Jorhat, and Golaghat in Assam, the districts of East Arunachal Pradesh,
and the states of Nagaland and Manipur. The total Catholic population
of the diocese then was approximately fifty thousand.

Soon after his arrival in Dibrugarh, the young Bishop managed
to rope in the services of Fr. Ignatius Rubio from Don Bosco Matunga.
On February 1, 1965 Fr. Ignatius took charge as the new Vicar General
and Mission Procurator of the diocese. Till the end of his life Fr. Ignatius
remained a companion, fund-raiser, builder and willing executor of
Bishop Hubert’s plans and projects. It would be difficult to forget the
indelible mark Fr. Ignatius Rubio has left on the present dioceses of
Dibrugarh, Kohima, Imphal, Shillong, Guwahati, Tura and Diphu.

Under Bishop Hubert’s five year-long pastoral ministry,
the Diocese of Dibrugarh witnessed great progress in 