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Archivio Storico Salesiano - Drohan Francis Gerald

Database anagrafico
della Societa Salesiana

sabato 10 dicembre 2011

368187 Drohan Francis Gerald -P ta 9
defunto il 12/09/2010 a Beppu (Giappone) - Nato il 28/11/1919 a CLANMEL (TIPPERA
diocesi di Waterford.

Apparteneva alla Ispettoria [GIA] GIAPPONE.
B Noviziato
Casa dal al Note
OXFORD 28/08/1935 05/09/1936
Professioni
Data Tipo Luogo Note
05/09/1936 |12 Triennale COWLEY-Oxford
05/07/1939 |Triennale TOKYO
05/09/1942 |Perpetua SUNBURY
Ordinazioni
Data Tipo Luogo Note
10/04/1945 |Lettore MELBOURNE
26/03/1946 |Accolito MELBOURNE
26/03/1946 |Diacono MELBOURNE
28/07/1946 |Presbitero MELBOURNE
Residenza in comunita
dal al Casa Note
01/09/1985 |12/09/2010 |MIYAZAKI
Note generali:
Arrivo in Giappone come missionario il 22 novembre 1936.
Titoli di studio civili
data Titolo Citta Istituto
Abil. Lingue

Lingue conosciute: Gaelico, Inglese, Italiano, Giapponese

Dati familiari:

Padre: Thomas Madre: Mary Cuni
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21/9/2010 - Giappone - “Si & comportato bene: ama il lavoro”. Storia di |
un missionario }

{ -~

(ANS - Beppu) - Domenica 12 settembre, all’eta di
quasi 91 anni, € venuto a mancare don Francis Drohan,
sacerdote salesiano, missionario instancabile in
Giappone. La sua passione per il lavoro, la sua

" temperanza e la sua discrezione costituiscono un

| modello per tutti i giovani missionari.

| Don Francis Drohan nacque il 28 novembre 1919 a

| Clanmel, in Irlanda, e all’eta di 15 anni inizio il noviziato

| presso la casa salesiana di Cowley-Oxford. Dopo aver
emesso la prima professione, inizid giovanissimo il suo

mandato missionario e il 22 novembre del 1936 mise piede per la prima volta in

Giappone.

Nonostante la giovane eta il missionario esibiva gia nitidamente quelli che sarebbero
rimasti i tratti fondamentali del suo agire missionario. Alla richiesta di rinnovo dei voti,
nel 1939, il suo Direttore scrisse sulla lettera di accettazione: “Si & comportato bene:
ama il lavoro”, una frase che sintetizza perfettamente I'intera esistenza di don Drohan.

Nel 1941 venne trasferito in Australia, a Melbourne, dove rimase fino al 1953,
completando la sua formazione e divenendo sacerdote, il 28 luglio 1946. Tornato in
Giappone nel 1953, si dedicod pienamente all'insegnamento nella scuola di Miyazaki, ma
per motivi di salute, avendo contratto la tubercolosi, dovette trascorrere alcuni anni in
ospedale. Neanche in questo stato perse la voglia di lavorare e durante la convalescenza
svolse il ruolo di cappellano per le Figlie di Maria Ausiliatrice di Yamanaka.

Negli anni seguenti, dopo un breve soggiorno in Irlanda, riprese ad insegnare, dapprima
presso la “Salesian junior High School” di Meguro, e poi al centro educativo di Osaka.
Avvio un laboratorio linguistico, uno dei primi negli istituti salesiani, e seppe dare un
grande impulso allo studio dell‘inglese in un’epoca in cui le giovani generazioni
giapponesi erano molto desiderose d‘impararlo.

Dopo vari trasferimenti prima in Australia, poi a Roma, quindi nuovamente in Irlanda,
nel novembre del 1980 tornd ad Osaka, dove rimase fino al termine della sua attivita di
docente, per poi trascorrere gli ultimi 26 anni a Miyazaki. In quest’ultima comunita si
segnald come instancabile confessore; primo ad entrare in cappella ogni mattina, venne
soprannominato dai suoi confratelli “I’anima silenziosa della casa”.

Nella sua vita da docente uni una grande professionalita alla vicinanza verso colleghi e
studenti. Pur molto esigente, non era aspro e sapeva capire quanto chiedere a ciascuno,
trovando l'occasione e le tecniche adatte per ottenere il massimo dal singolo allievo. Per
i Salesiani di Don Bosco e per le Sorelle della Carita di Miyazaki svolse un altro
fondamentale servizio, quello di traduttore, grazie alla sua profonda conoscenza di
inglese, francese, italiano e giapponese, mostrando anche in questo settore le sue usuali
caratteristiche di costanza e dedizione.

Ricoverato nel maggio scorso, ad agosto & stato trasferito alla casa per anziani di Beppu,
ma i salesiani di Miyazaki hanno fatto installare un ascensore all’interno della loro opera
pur di riaverlo fra loro. “Siamo molto grati all’Ispettoria irlandese e alla Congregazione
per averci mandato un cosi grande missionario” ha espresso don Aldo Cipriani, Ispettore
del Giappone, durante I'omelia funebre.
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Da: mallnews [mailto:jbfox@sdb.org]
Inviato: mercoledi 15 settembre 2010 8.23
A: undisclosed-recipients:

Oggetto: australasia: Fr Drohan

australasia #2715

Work and temperance - and 74 years a missionary in
Japan

BEPPU: 15 September 2010 -- Move over, Vincent Cimatti, and make a little room for your
faithful companion Francis Drohan, and perhaps there's a little work still to be done in paradise?

Let's hear from Fr Cipriani, Provincial in Japan as he returns from the funeral rites of this faithful
missionary, 71 years in Japan.

"Yesterday we bade good bye to Fr Drohan. The church in Beppu was filled with Salesians,
Salesian Sisters, Caritas sisters, Cooperators and friends.
He had been hospitalized in May in Miyazaki and though he had brlef moments of getting better,
he never recovered completely. At the end of August, (he could not stay any longer in the hospital
since the 3 month period had passed, he was sent to the Home for the elderly in Beppu ( some
200km from Miyazaki). The house at Miyazaki installed an elevator, to have him back.

He was happy to be together again with the confreres, but day by day his health got weaker and
weaker. He no longer could take food. It was on Sunday morning, 12 September, at 9:35 that he left
for paradise. He was 91.

The confreres of the house had just finished Sunday mass in the chapel just in front of his room. I
received the news just minutes before starting the First Mass of the newly ordained priest. Fr
Kitagawa, in Chofu. I was able to let the confreres know the sad news and have a memento in the
mass.

Fr Drohan arrived in Japan in November 1936 at the age of 17. He had made his first profession
in the same year in the novitiate at Oxford. At first he was at the studentate in Tokyo where he
studied and at the same time helped in the nearby technical school ( printing, tailaoring etc ). At his
renewal of vows in 1939, underneath his letter of request, the Rector had written: ‘Si e’ comportato
bene: Ama il lavoro’. 1 think this is a note that describes best the life of Fr Francis: He was a hard
‘worker’: as a priest, a teacher, a translator, a linguist and a skilled carpenter.

In 1941, months before the start of the war, he was sent to Australia to study theology. He had to
remain there until after the war. He was ordained in Melbourne in 1946. (He returned to Australia
many years later for a brief spell, teaching in Adelaide, amongst other things).

He returned to Japan in 1953 and was assigned to the school at Miyazaki. He worked hard.
Unfortunately his health deteriorated. He contracted TB and had to spend some years in hospital;
during his convalescence he acted as chaplain to the FMA in Yamanaka, a place very near Mt Fuji.
He was back in Ireland for 2-3 years and again in Japan in Meguro Salesian junior High School.
After two years there he went to Osaka where he spent a further five years, giving a very great
impulse to the study of English ( it was a time when the Japanese were very eager to learn English).
He started the Language Laboratory: one of the first in the Salesian schools, reaping great
successes. Everyone recognized his high professionalism and at the same time his closeness with
the other teachers and the students. He was very demanding but never harsh. He knew how to wait
for the right time for the individual student.Then, after five years in Australia, in 1976 he spent a
little time at the Catacombs of St Callisutus in Rome, and after a brief stay in Ireland returned to
Japan in November 1980, first in Osaka, until the retirement year for school, 65 and then to



Miyazaki where he spent the last twenty six year. 'L.’anima silenziosa della casa' (the silent soul of
the community). He was the first into the chapel in the morning, served the communities of the
Caritas Sisters as a chaplain for Mass, benediction , confessions. He was confessor both for the
confreres of the house and for all priests and religious of the area.

Work and temperance marked him out. He kept always doing things. One of his most rewarding
work were the many translations he did. He translated the most important documents of the Caritas
sisters from Japanese/Italian into English. They are a treasure for the future of the Sisters since
English is ever more used as a common language. He also translated many articles and books from
English/Italian/French into Japanese for the Salesians and the Salesian family, the main ones being
Petite vie de Don Bosco, Robert Schiele’; 'A meta con don Bosco' the life of Fr Rua by Guido
Favini and the Lives of Salesian Family Saints. This last has been published in a 10 booklet series.

We are very grateful to the Irish Province and the Congregation for having sent us a so great
missionary. Thank you Fr Drohan. Pray for us all from Paradise".
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