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Sarasit College,
Banpong, Ratchaburi, 70110,
THAILAND

Dear Confreres,

On Friday, 31st January, 1997, solemnity of the Feast of St. John
Bosco, our dear confrere,
Fr. Domenico della Ferrera, SDB
passed away to celebrate with our father and founder, Don Bosco, whose
life and mission he had lived so unassumingly and so humbly all his life in
this land of the Free, Thailand.

A word on Father Domenico della Ferrera’s History !

His Beginnings

Rev. Fr. Domenico della Ferrera was born on 17th of May 1906 at
Benevagienna in the province of Cuneo, Italy. His parents were Michele
and ‘Antonia. He received his early education at the school of his
hometown. During the outbreak of World War I and its post activities, he
helped his parents working in the fields. He was only then 11 to 16 years
old.

On October 1925, he applied as an aspirant at Cardinal Cagliero
Salesian Center, Ivrea. The following year 1996 in the month of
September saw him received the cassock from the hands of Reverend Fr.
Philip Rinaldi. On the 20th October of the same year, he volunteered to be
a missionary to China. On the 27th of December 1926, he entered the
Novitiate at Macau with Rev. Fr. Gajetano Passotti ( who later on became
the Bishop of Ratchaburi, Thailand) as his novice master.

In the year 1927, His Excellency Bishop Perros, the Bishop of
Thailand, invited the salesians to work in this country. Rev. Fr. Ricaldone,
then the Vicar to the Rector Major, was assigned to bring eleven novices
from Macau to Thailand as the first group of missionaries. And Rev. Fr.
Domenico della Ferrera was one of them !

Father Domenico’s priestly formation was done at Bang Nok
Kwaek Seminary and on 26th of January 1936 he was ordained priest of
God for the Salesian Society at the age of thirty. Together with him were
our pioneer-Salesians: Cesare Castellino, Costanzo Cavalla, Andrea
Ceccarelli, Carlo della Torre and Andrea Vitrano.

Wherever Father Domenico was assigned, he always worked
zealously for the good of souls and in faithful fulfulment of his duties. His
many assignments were as follows:
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1936 assistant pastor at Bang Nok Kwaek

1938 assistent pastor at Kok Mot Ta Noi

1940 assistant pastor at Bang Nok Kwaek

1943 assistant pastor at Wat Phleng

1953 assistant pastor at Kok Mot Ta Noi

1955 economer at Sarasit School, Banpong

1958 economer at Don Bosco Technical School, Bangkok
1966 pastor at Huai Krabok

1975-1985 pastor at Pranburi
1985-1991 confessor at Salesian Aspirantate, Huahin
1991-1997 confessor at Sarasit School, Banpong

His last Years

Father Domenico entered the San Camillo Hospital at Banpong on
the 30th of August 1996 with a cold, headache and heavy coughing. He
had no appetite and ate very little. The doctor diagnosed him and found
out that he had a throat infection. He had to stay at the hospital. His
condition worsened so much due to his heavy coughing that made him so
tired. His fever-temperature went up and down. During this period he
began to loose his memory and to forget things.

On the 13th of September 1996, he was so tired that his breathing
stopped. The doctor tried to revive him, to re-pump his heart. Finally, he
has to be confined to the Intensive Care Unit ( ICU). With the help of the
cardiac sustainer, his heart began to function normally. By the 20th of
September, he could breathe without the machine’s help. However, due to
his pulmonary fluid, his improvement did not last long.

On the 4th of October 1996, he could no longer talk.On the 13th of
October he was out from the ICU. From the 22nd of January 1997 his
condition showed signs of increasing weakness. His heart was beating
abnormally. His condition has greatly worsened. At 10.20 a.m. of 31st of
January 1997, the feast of St. John Bosco, the Good Lord called him so
peacefully to celebrate with our father and founder at the eternal home.
The doctor confirmed his death and recorded: died due to heart failure and
lung imflammation.

His Lifestyle

There is a saying that “how one lives his life as a child and as a
young man will be how he lives his life as an old man”. So the last
moments of one’s life reflect very well the way one lives his entire life.
The observation on Father Domenico’s last years of life gave insights to
the truth of this saying that showed some of his outstanding virtues, such
as, as follows:
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Piety

Picty was his first outstanding virtue. He began his daily activities at
5.00 a.m. He was always the first to be in the chapel, spending time in
praying, saying the rosary, meditation and mass. He knew the problem of
his eyesight and therefore, he prepared himself by memorizing the entire
mass prayers and readings in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary. So
during the last ten years, he has been celebrating the Marian Mass by
memory.

After a short rest in the afternoon, he would spend hours and hours
in the chapel. After his showers, he would again spend the time praying
the rosary.

Father Domenico was indeed a man of prayer. While praying, his
lips would be moving, his eyes closed, his hands laid on the pew, his head
lowered. This is the picture as we see him everyday.

Besides his special Salesian devotion to the Blessed Sacrament,
Mother Mary and St. John Bosco, he had in his heart a preferential love
for St. Theresa of the Child Jesus. He spoke with confidence and gratitude
to this saint. He often mentioned that the church he built at Huai Krabok
was due to her special intercession. Each brick, each grain of sand, each
thrower of cement, each bar of iron was provided by St. Theresa. When he
moved to Huahin whose church was dedicated to St. Theresa, he asked her
to help him built another church in Pranburi. And it was so. This time, he
named the church, the Holy Family.

His Poverty

His style of life was so simple. His room was unadorned. He had
an ordinary bed, a small study table, chair, few clothes, some old books, a
pair of magnifying glasses and a few necessities.

For journeys, he would be very thrifty. He normally travelled by
train on a third class. Though a very good driver, he would rather take the
ordinary bus. When given a car by a good benefactor, he asked the
superior to sell that car.

His Way of Living

Father Domenico never bothers no one! Therefore, he wanted to do
things by himself. He walked with a stick , wanting no one to assist him. If
he needed a help, it would be just for a short time and then would “push”
that helper aside when he could stand by himself. Though his eyesight
bothered him, he would try his best to move around by himself. Once he
narrated this incident. One day as he was walking at the market , he
stumbled over the fruit stall that left the fruits all scattered down. Instead
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ol eettimy angry, the owner felt so sorry for him and gave him a basket of
bahanas

Fven on matters of death, he still planned to bother no one. The
reason why he requested to be at Sarasit Community was to spend the last
stage of his hife near the Salesian Cemetery. His logic was simple. “When
L die™ he sard. “there would be no problem of bringing my coffin there”
He often told the confreres that “when [ die, whether today or tomorrow,
bury me right away with no flowers or decorations”. Thus, he really died
peacefully without causing any trouble to anyone.

On the last day of his life, a nurse came to clean his room as usual.
While cleaning she noticed that Father Domenico was still alive. Just a
little after, a Salesian came to visit him but found him dead. He had
passed away as if he was just sleeping . Truly, while he was alive, he
wanted no one to be bothered and so when he died, it was also so.

His Up-to-date Kowledge of Events

Though he was hardly able to see and hear, he knew about of any
current event that goes around. And that included political news. He could
explain the daily happenings. In fact, we in the community used to call him
the spectal “Thar Rath News Correspondent” ( Thai Rath is the most
widely circulated newspaper in Thailand).

He knew all world and current events because he would not allow
himself to be left behind. His data came from listening to the radio and
reading the newspapers, both in Thar and English. When he was asked
how he could read when he could hardly see, he answered that “ [ use
magnifying glasses”. He usually read the headlines which gave him enough
understanding of what news followed. He could analyse global current
events just like any news expert. His other method to get news was
through contact and conversation with others. He would ask questions
from people around him and connect those ideas and events. And
surprisingly, the news were always correct. In this way, he made his life
always happy

His Compassion and Understanding

When he meets a confrere coming back from a trip, he would
mquire 1f he had already eaten. He always was so interested with the
confrere’s health. He has always shown his concern and care for everyone.

A confrere has narrated this incident and experience with Father
Donmenico. Father Domenico was, then, the economer at Don Bosco
Technical School and Orphanage in Bangkok. One day this confrere went
to ask him for a bar of soap. Father Domenico, however, answered back,
“Don’t bother me”. The confrere was so disappointed and left the office
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very angry. But when he went to his room and to his surprise he found a
dozen bars of soap on his bed. Father Domenico has provided him as he
has requested.

This spirit of compassion and understanding was later on his key to
remember the names of all the faithful in the parish where he worked.

Always a Salesian with and for the Young

When the boys were in the playground, Father Domenico would
always be present. When his age could hardly made him walk, he would
sit on the bench conversing with the young or playing chess matches with
them, always winning over them though. He was indeed a chess
grandmaster.

When the confreres are not around, he would be the right person
guarding the house, walking around or sitting and spending that time
praying the rosary.

On First Fridays, he would be the first at the confessional box to
allow the catholic students approach the sacrament of Reconciliation.
Daily he would also be there always available for confessions of the daily
mass goers. Father Domenico took care of their souls and always loved to
be with them.

Conclusion

Such was the simple and the real facts of the observable history of
Father Domenico della Ferrera. With these virtues that we saw in this
humble priest and a great missionary, we thank him for his dedication and
service rendered until his last breath of life on earth. As we ask for
continued prayers for this our departed confrere and brother in Don Bosco,
we hope that his exemplary life may be an inspiration to many, young and
not so young, to follow him on the path to holiness.

Through the intercession of our Lady and St. Theresa of the Child
Jesus, may we have more quality vocations so that Don Bosco’s spirit and
work may grow and expand now and always.

With brotherly affection,
Fr. John Bosco Dheparat Pitisant and Community
Sarasit College, Banpong, Thailand

For the necrology

Fr. Domenico della Ferrera, born at Benevagienna , Cuneo, I[taly on
May 17,1906, died at Banpong, Thailand on January 31, 1997 at the age
of 91, 70 years of profession and 61 years of priesthood.
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