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point of view of faith — but it
should also lead us to, 5 live more
fully our charismatic identity as
a typical path of holiness: «By
carrying out this mission we
find our own way to holiness»
(C. 2). This last statement fully
coincides with the first article of
the original Constitutions of Don
Bosco: «The object of the Salesian
Society is that its members,
while striving to attain Christian
perfection, shall be engaged in
the various works of charity,
both spiritual and temporal on
behalf of the young, especially of
the poorer classes.»

Living with fidelity to our
Constitutions is for us Salesians,
the starting point to live intensely
our apostolic consecration
together with the vast movement
that originates from Don Bosco.
In fact, as in the origins of our
Congregation, we cannot be
truly faithful to our charism if
we do not live and share it with
the other members of the Salesian
Family and the “vast movement
of persons who in different way
work for the salvation of the
young” (C. 5). Therefore, it is not
possible to look ahead to the
future if it is not shared and
truly together.

4. THE FUTURE OF OUR
CHARISM. Present and fu-
ture challenges

At this point, this part seems to
me the one that fits least in the
context of the historical Congress,
and at the same time it is the most
lively and involves a process of
planning to take us from the
present to the future, illumined by
all that we have heard, seen and
experienced, and by all that is
part of our Salesian charismatic
heritage.

4.1. OUR DNA must remain
THAT OF DON BOSCO

I truly believe, brothers and
sisters, that the future of the
charism of Don Bosco passes,
in the first place and rightly
speaking, in the only possible way,
through our fidelity to Don Bosco
and to the charism that he
embodied, because fidelity to
Don Bosco is and will be fidelity to
the Holy Spirit who raised it up
for the good of mankind and of
the Church.

All of us, our whole Salesian
Family, this large tree that has a
single common trunk through
which sap of the charism of
Don Bosco flows, as stated in our
Constitutions, the Project of Life,
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our Directories... (as we call our
documents), has Don Bosco for its
Father, the Father of the Salesian
Family and is a gift to the whole
Church.

This is why fidelity to Don Bosco
means to read his life, his mission,
evangelisation and the salvation of
youth that is a guarantee of the
future of the Salesian charism.

This is why we need to continue
to follow Don Bosco, knowing him
more and more, in order to love
Him more and more (because you
cannot love what you do not
know), in order to be able to imi-
tate the best in what is essential,
and with all the novelty and the
prophetic aspect that we must
have in these modern times in
every historical moment, in every
age. In this sense I find very
stimulating what Fr. Albera wrote
in 1920 (“in no way judgmental”
as Fr. Buccellato says in his
intervention): “There are many,
even among us, who speak of
Don Bosco, going by what they
have heard; hence the real and
urgent need to read his life with
great love, with vivid interest if
they are to follow the teachings
and imitate his example with filial
affection.”

Don Bosco is our great heritage,
of each and every one of the

members of our Salesian Family
(because he is the heritage of
the Church, as I said). And the
identity of all of our family
and of each of its groups (and of
individual members) becomes
stronger, the stronger the
recognition of the PATERNITY
of Don Bosco in everyone. We do
not need to separate ourselves as
teenagers do in their personal
evolution, distancing themselves
from their parents in order to
strengthen their identity. Our
identity is much bigger, clearer
and more solid, the clearer and
more manifest the spiritual
fatherhood of Don Bosco for
all and for each one.

And this has nothing to do with
the danger of being self-absorbed
mentioned by Pope Francis in
Evangelii Gaudium 28. We are
not, nor will be a self-absorbed
group made up of a chosen few
who look after themselves, but we
are a Religious Family that wants
to live a strong discipleship of
the Lord Jesus, with a deep sense
of belonging and communion with
the universal Church and the
local Churches, always with a
clear charismatic identity, and the
specific nature of our charism
(as a gift of the Holy Spirit to the
Church).
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4.2. The charismatic predilec-
tion for young people, especial-
ly the poorest

This is our second major securi-
ty for the future of the Salesian
charism. Young people, especially
the poor, abandoned and excluded.

The Salesian Mission, in the
whole Salesian Family, has in one
way or another, in all its branches
characteristic of this preferential
option. They are the recipients
of the Mission. What we should
point out, to be faithful to the
charism of Don Bosco, is that they
are the recipients that determine
the type of activity and works
by means of which our mission
becomes practical and effective
(cf. CSDB 1,2,14,21; CFMA 1,6,65;
PVA 2,2b; ADMA 2; VDB 6; 17
DS, ¢, d; CihsedM, 23).

Our loyalty to God and to young
people asks us to be attentive to
the needs of the environment
and of the Church, sensitive to
the signs of the times. And “the
education and evangelisation of
many young people, especially
among the very poor, means that
we have to go to them where they
are to be found and provide
adequate forms of service in the

2 CG27, Final Address, 3.5.

context of their own life
style.”(SDB C.41). This openness
has led, in the Congregation,
in the Institute of the FMA and
other groups, to an infinite
number of activities and works
that are extraordinarily different
and admirable. We are confident
that through them, young people
and among them the poor, God
speaks to us and awaits us in
them.

As 1 suggested at the Closing
Address at the GC27, «I dare
to ask that with the ‘courage,
maturity and much prayer’ with
which we are sent to the most
excluded young people, we choose
in each of our Provinces to take
another look at where we can
remain, where we should go and
where we can leave... Needy young
people challenge us with thir
groans and theor cries of pain.”"
It is in this sense, I believe,
brothers and sisters, that the Lord
calls us in our Salesian family to
be strong, not to feel satisfied
believing that the present mission
is to preserve what others have
built in the past. Our fidelity to
the Lord and to the young today
asks of us boldness where it is
needed.
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4.3. For fidelity to the charism:
ALWAYS EVANGELISERS OF
YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN.

The predilection for the poorest
young people expressed previously
is totally inadequate in the totality
of our Salesian charism and in
our Family if it does not become
effective through a holistic educa-
tion that includes, as an indis-
pensable element, evangelisation:
“We educate and evangelise
according to a plan for the integral
promotion of man directed to
Christ, the perfect man (cf. GS
41). “Like Don Bosco, we are
called, all and on every occasion,
to be educators in the faith”
(CSDB 6,7,20 34; CFMA 5,26,66,
75...; PVA 9.1;9.3; 2 ADMA, VDB
6; 16 DS; CihscJM 5).

In fact, by way of illustrating the
importance that our family and
most of its members gives to the
evangelising dimension I can
offer you the concern shown by
the Salesian Congregation by
devoting the GCXXIII in the
year 1990 to the education of
young people to the faith, or the
commitment of our FMA sisters
in their last GCXXIII to “Being
today with youth a home that
evangelises”, from the viewpoint
of a discipleship that narrates the
experience of Faith, listening to

what God says today, open to the
changes necessary to returning
to walking with young people,
to having the courage together
to make prophetic gestures.

With this sensitivity I recalled
at the end of the GC27 that
as SDBs we are, first of all,
evangelisers of the young, fellow
travelers, courageous in proposing
challenges in faith, and this is
why we need to live and grow in a
real pastoral predilection for the
young.

4.4. The sharing of the spirit
and mission of Don Bosco in
the Salesian Family and the Laity

We know that one of the funda-
mental elements of Vatican II was,
and continues to be, the theologi-
cal model of the Church as the
‘people of God’, thus enhancing
the baptismal consecration, which
belongs to every Christian. This
implies a factor which we do not
always take into account, and that
is that everyone “reborn in Christ’
in so far as he is baptized is called
to the perfection of love, that is,
to holiness. (cf. LG 42, quoted in
VC 30). To this perfection of love
belongs inseparably the joint
work in building the Kingdom
of God. This becomes a reality,
in our family, by means of the
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‘communion and sharing in the
spirit and mission of Don Bosco’.
We live this spirit of the Council
in this reality that is our religious
family, which is expressed in
article 1 of the Salesian Family
Charter: «With humble and joyful
gratitude we acknowledge that
Don Bosco, by the initiative of God
and the maternal mediation Mary,
gave rise in the Church to a
singular experience of evangelical
life. The Spirit shaped in him a
heart filled with a great love for
God and for his brothers and
sisters, in particular the little ones
and the poor, and in this way
made him Father and Teacher
of a multitude of young people
as well as the Founder of a vast
spiritual and apostolic Family».

In this sense, I think that what
one would expect from us now
and in the coming years is the
growth as a family in a real sense
of communion, understanding,
knowledge, and also the search
for the good of youth and
evangelisation. It is to go further,
with more force, than what we
have already done, which is
already valuable in itself, but it
can sometimes stagnate in a
respectful attitude, with no little

ignorance of the other members
of our family.

Moreover, since the Pope asks
the whole Church, to be a Church
that goes out, this challenge is
for us as a family. We are a great
religious force in the Church,
and with simplicity and humility,
we must remember that we are
truly yeast in the dough, we
have to say that we accept the
challenge, as I said above,
“To Reawaken the World” (the
challenge that the Pope has
launched to religious).

To this reality of the family
I add the urgency of the mission
shared with the laity. Of course
this appeal is inevitable for
us (religious and consecrated
persons and in our family). As
I said to my confreres at the end
of the SDB GC27: «the shared
mission between SDB and lay
people is no longer optional
— in case there is anyone who
still believes it — and it is because
the Salesian mission in the world
today so clearly demand it...,
reflection on this mission, the
process of conversion by our
SDB confreres in this regard
is something we cannot go back
on.»"

' Address of the Rector Major at the conclusion of the CG27, 3.7.
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4.5. The missionary dimension
of our Family as a guarantee of
authenticity and fidelity to the
charism of Don Bosco

The missionary dimension has
always been a priority since
the beginning of the Salesian
Congregation and the Institute
of the Daughters of Mary Help
of Christians. Even with the
shortage of personnel and
faced with the difficulties of the
beginning, Don Bosco wanted to
send the most suitable Salesians
and FMA to the ‘other end’ of
the world, in Patagonia.

The Second Vatican Council,
renewing the Church’s missionary
commitment, has stressed, first,
the deep theological meaning:
«Having been divinely sent that
she might be “the universal
Sacrament of salvation”, the
Church in obedience to the
command of her founder and
because it is demanded by her
own essential universality strives
to preach the Gospel to all men»
(AG 1). «<The Church on earth is
by its very nature missionary
since according to the plan of
the Father it has its origin in the
mission of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.» (AG 2).

The development of the great
tree of our family has meant that
some of the younger branches
also have a strong missionary
character ‘ad gentes’, in full
harmony with the heart of Don
Bosco.

In our more recent history as
the Salesian Congregation, and
also in our FMA Sisters, the
missionary dimension in the post-
conciliar stage was reflected
mainly in two situations, in many
ways completely different: the
Africa Project and the Project for
Europe.

The first was presented by the
Rector Major Fr E. Vigano in 1980
with these words: «I must insist
on an all-important premise:
Project Africa is for us Salestans
today a veritable grace from
God»". Further on after a brief
summary of the missionary
activity of the Congregation, he
wrote: «The place for Don Bosco’s
charism is in the local churches
- to collaborate in bringing the
Gospel to the young, to mould
them into “honest citizens and
good Christians.” A hundred years
ago the Salesian Vocation went
to South America and established
itself in strength. Fifty years

" VIGANO Egidio, Letter, Our African commitment, in ACS 297 (1980), p. 5.




80 ACTS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

later it turned to Asia and
has flourished in a number of
countries there. Today it goes
to the black Continent and
will humbly implant itself in
loyalty to Don Bosco and become
vigorously African. Our Project
Africa has been placed under the
motherly protection of Mary Help
of Christians.»*

Then in 2008, General Chapter
26, in the context of the “New
Frontiers”, declares: «Given
the interdependence of peoples,
Europe’s destiny involves the
entire world and becomes a
concern of the universal Church.
This opens up a new frontier
with respect to the past; for
us Salesians it is an invitation
to ‘give greater attention to
the training of young people in
the faith” (Ecclesia in Europa,
n. 61)»"%.

The Rector Major, Fr Pascual
Chéavez, in this regard, in the
closing speech of the GC, recalled
the words addressed to the Holy
Father Benedict XVI: «It is aimed
at re-dimensioning our Salesian
presence for greater impact and
effectiveness in this continent.
That is, seeking a new form of

¥ Ibid, p. 16-17.
16 GENERAL CHAPTER XXVI, “Da mihi animas, cetera tolle”, Rome, 2008, n. 99 (p. 70-71).
Y Ibid, p. 147.

evangelisation in order to respond
to the spiritual and moral needs
of these young people, who to us
appear as wanderers without
guides and without destination.»"

Two projects, at the same time
completely distinct yet basically
identical, because they are born
from the same charismatic
identity: a fine example in our
family of creative fidelity to
Don Bosco and his charism, but
the challenge for the future is
pressing us.

4.6. Not power and strength, but
humble service

I conclude by expressing to
our Salesian family what, at this
time I consider as an intuition
that resonates in my heart, that
is maturing and entering into
dialogue with the data, the
reality seen and known, the
information...

What I call intuition, that in
me is a STRONG BELIEF is this:
Our fidelity to Don Bosco as the
Salesian Family in this XXI
century and in the years after
the Bicentenary, asks us a service
to the Church, the People of God,
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to the young, especially the
poorest, and to the families that
is characterized by service in
simplicity, familiarity, in humility,
to be and to live for others, to give
and give oneself to young people
from the reality of our presences
because we have accepted that
this is the way to live. Our fidelity
is at serious risk when we live
with power and strength, from the
moment we have it or offer it or
take it... And if this power and
force is connected with money,
then the risk becomes greater. Pay
attention, sisters and brothers, to
this real and very dangerous
temptation.

Our strength lies in living a real
life of communion and fraternity
that is more evangelical in order
to be more inquiring, attractive
in itself, and our communion
in service, within each of our
institutions or groups, and in our
own family will speak for itself.

Wanting to end with the
Pope’s appeal, I think his call to
conversion, to the humility of
being a church (and the Salesian
Family, I would say) that always
welcomes, that testifies to the
mercy and tenderness of the Lord,
that brings the consolation of God
to women and men, does not leave
us indifferent, as well as the call
to be a poor Church and for the
poor. And his invitation to live
in joy, with deep joy to the point
of being able to wake up the world
is a wonderful challenge that
motivates us and launches us in
the mission entrusted to us®.

And in the written words as the
title of the letter of convocation
of the bicentenary of the birth
of Don Bosco, this charismatic
fidelity is guaranteed if we put
our energy and our life into
“belonging more to God, more
to our brothers and sisters,
more to young people.”

** Cf. Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life,
Rallegriamoci, Parole del Magistero del Papa Frencesco, nota 45, 46, 47, 50.
Cf. La Civilta Cattolica, Risvegliate il mondo. Dialogo di Papa Francesco sulla vita

religiosa, 2014 I, 5-6.
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5.3 Our dead confreres (2™ list 2014)

“Faith in the risen Christ sustains our hope and keeps alive our communion with our
brothers who rest in Christ’s peace. They have spent their lives in the Congregation, and
not a few have suffered even to the point of martyrdom for the love of the Lord... Their
remembrance is an incentive to continue faithfully in our mission” (Const. 94).

SURNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV
ALONSO BURGOS Emilio Arévalo (Spagna) 1911212014 98 SSM
Fu Ispettore per 7 anni
P ANDRADE Arnaldo de Magalhdes  Araxa (Brasile) 1211212014 80 BBH
P AXPE BADIOLA Jesus Logrofio (Spagna) 21/09/2014 78 SSM
P BALLERINI Mario Roma (ltalia) 14/12/2014 85 IcC
P BARROS Vieira Humberto de Recife (Brasile) 27/10/2014 80 BRE
P BERCEDO AGUILAR Benito Cambados, Pontevedra (Spagna) 13/11/2014 82 SSM
P BLOYET Bernard Caen (Francia) 10/11/2014 85 FRB
P BRAIDO Pietro Roma (ltalia) 11/11/2014 95 UPS
P BUI Peter Luong Los Angeles (U.S.A.) 22/10/2014 66 Suo
P CANDUSSO Pietro Castello di Godego (ltalia) 11112/2014 95 INE
P CAPPEL Amalraj Veeralur (India) 08/11/2014 63 INM
L CHEMELLO Giovanni Castello di Godego (ltalia) 04/10/2014 81 ICP
P CIPRIANI Aldo Tokyo (Giappone) 31/10/2014 65 GIA
Fu Ispettore per 5 anni e 10 mesi
L COLOMBERO Celestino Bologna (ltalia) 22/10/2014 74 ILE
P CORRIAS Benedetto Nuoro (ltalia) 30/09/2014 69 IcC
E CORSO Jodo S&o Paulo (Brasile) 15/10/2014 86 —
Fu per 5 anni Vescovo Ordinario di Campos (Brasile) e per 9 anni Vescovo emerito
L COSGAYA HOSPITAL Elias Leon (Spagna) 3011212014 78 SSM
L CUMAN Ataides Noel Belo Horizonte (Brasile) 30/12/2014 12 BBH
P DE BERNARDIN Giuseppe Venezia-Mestre (ltalia) 12/11/2014 92 INE
P DE MARTINI Albino Lombriasco (ltalia) 23/08/2014 89 ICP
P DE PAOLIS Michele Foggia (ltalia) 30/10/2014 93 IME
Fu per 4 anni Ispettore in Uruguay
P DIEZ DEL POZO Antonio Cochabamba (Bolivia) 23/09/2014 88 BOL
P DOMANSKI Apoloniusz Stupka (Polonia) 10/10/2014 82 PLN
P D'SOUZA Richard Mumbai (India) 1711012014 85 INB
P DUMRAUF Antonio Alberto Bahia Blanca (Argentina) 26/09/2014 86 ARS
P FANTIN Mario Caracas (Venezuela) 2711112014 79 VEN
P FERNANDEZ GOMEZ Arsenio Logrofio (Spagna) 06/10/2014 94 SSM
P FERNANDEZ PABLO Timoteo Madrid (Spagna) 08/11/2014 85 SSM
P FONDE Joseph Malta 04/11/2014 87 IRL
P FOX Karl Hannover (Germania) 15/10/2014 82 GER
L FRANCIONI Marino Buenos Aires (Argentina) 25/11/2014 92 ARS
L GARCIA VERDUGO Jesus Arévalo (Spagna) 14/102014 74 SSM
P GAVENDA Teodor Dubnica nad Vahom (Slovacchia) 09/12/2014 57 SLK
P GIL VASQUEZ Jaime Sevilla (Spagna) 13/12/2014 84 SMX

P GUARNIERI Hugo S&o Paulo (Brasile) 17/11/2014 93 BSP
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SURNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV
L GURINI Annibale Monviso (CN - Italia) 13/09/2014 67 ICP
P JENDRYCZKA Henryk Wejherowo (Polonia) 13/11/2014 80 PLN
P KASOBKI Jan Trier (Germania) 30/10/2014 85 GER
P LENS John Manoharabad (India) 28/11/2014 93 INH
P LINDSAY Michael Bolton (Gran Bretagna) 03/11/2014 92 GBR
L LO WING-TAK Joseph Hong Kong (Cina) 28/10/2014 74 CIN
P LUZOVEC Janko Caleta Olivia, 1711212014 83 ARS
Santa Cruz (Argentina)
P MAIOLINO Domenico Messina (ltalia) 27/09/2014 83 1|
P MAIRAL LOPEZ Jests Barcelona (Spagna) 13/12/2014 84 SMX
P MARCONETTI Luigi Campo Grande (Brasile) 11/10/2014 86 BCG
P MARIO Giampaolo El Alto - La Paz (Bolivia) 29/12/2014 75 BOL
P MATTIELLO Angelo Borgomanero (ltalia) 10/10/2014 80 ICP
P MATTIOLO Giovanni Venezia-Mestre (ltalia) 24/11/2014 94 INE
P MESIDOR René Port-au-Prince (Haiti) 28/10/2014 80 HAI
P MINJ Santosh Guwahati (India) 15/09/2014 55 ING
P MONTAGNOLI Ermanno Arese (Italia) 05/10/2014 86 ILE
L MUKENDI Pascal Lubumbashi (Congo R.D.) 26/10/2014 47 AFC
P MULLER Blazej Prostéjov (Rep. Ceca) 11/11/2014 85 CEP
P NERY Benvenuto Americana (Brasile) 25/11/2014 90 BSP
P NIETO ESTEVEZ José Antonio Ubeda (Spagna) 13112/2014 84 SMX
P NOTELE Frans Leuven (Belgio) 271112014 76 BEN
P OCCHIO Giuseppe Etobicoke (Canada) 13/12/2014 91 SUE
P OTRADOVEC Ludvik Brno (Rep. Ceca) 14/11/2014 85 CEP
P PAROUX Jean Nice (Francia) 15/11/2014 85 FRB
P PEREYRA VILLAREAL Ricardo Montevideo (Uruguay) 03/10/2014 92 URU
P PEREZ GOMEZ Ramén Leon (Spagna) 26/09/2014 73 SSM
P PERRONE Francisco Bahia Blanca (Argentina) 2311212014 67 ARS
L PINTON Egidio Roma (ltalia) 30/092014 92 IcC
P POLO Giuseppe Venezia-Mestre (ltalia) 01/11/2014 80 INE
P PUN Juan Lima (Peru) 12/11/2014 82 PER
P REBINSKI Carlos Posadas (Argentina) 28/11/2014 71 ARN
L REDOLAR SANCHEZ José Antonio  Arévalo (Spagna) 09/10/2014 65 SSM
P ROHBACH Michael Amberg (Germania) 28/12/2014 82 GER
P ROSA Dante Arese (Italia) 011212014 87 ILE
P SAMPAIO do Régo Luiz Barbalha, Ceara (Brasile) 17/09/2014 76 BRE
P SPIDALIERI Rocco Salerno (ltalia) 27/10/2014 101 IME
P TRAVAGLINO Dante Hugo Hipélito ~ Rosario (Argentina) 24/12/2014 92 ARN
P VALENTE Giuseppe Santa Cruz (Bolivia) 0410/2014 79 BOL
L VEGLIA Mario Torino (ltalia) 19/08/2014 98 ICP
L WATSON André Toulon (Francia) 30/10/2014 89 FRB
P ZAGO Luigi Fossamo (ltalia) 15/09/2014 4l ICP
P ZIMNOWODZKI Wiadistaw Lad (Polonia) 18/09/2014 88 PLN







