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1. LETTER OF THE RECTOR MAJOR

INCULTURATION OF THE SALESIAN CHARISM

<So though I am not a slave of any man I have made
myself the slave of everyone so as to win

as many as I could> (1Cor g,t9)

1. "The Law of all evangelisation". 2. Changing cultural paradigms. Globalisation. - tnter-
religious dialogue - The youth situation. - The digital world, a continent to be leavened. g.rhe
early Church, a model and norm for inculturated evangelisation. A mission which succeeds
because it is well inculturated. - unity in faith, diversity the way it is lived. - Remembering the
poor. - A living together that brings problems with it. -The fact and the principte. 4. Looking at
Don Bosco. A ge$ture very much to the point. - "Some special souvenirs" - <We want souls
and nothing else >. - <Always remember that God wants us to exert all of energies for
poor and abandoned children >, - "A mission having been started etforts should always
be made to set up and consolidate schools D. - <God called the poor Salesian Congrega-
tion to promote ecclesiastical vocations among poor youth >. - <Absolutely att of you can
become true evangelical labourers ". - <Let the world know that you are poor>. - <With
the gentlenesss of Saint Francis of Sales the Salesians will draw to Jesus Christ the peo-
ples of America>. - "Constantly promote devotion to Mary Help ol Christians and to the
Blessed Sacrament). Conclusion.

16 August 2011
Anniuersary of the birth of Don Bosco

My Dear Confreres,

I am writing to you on the day when the three years of
preparation for the bicentenary of the birth of Don Bosco
begin. We hope and pray that each one of us may be a faithful
incarnation of our beloved Father, so that like him we may be-
come signs of the love of God especially for the young.

I wanted to take as a starting point for this circular letter a
beautiful and meaningful passage from the first letter to the
Corinthians in which Saint Paul, renouncing his rights as a
free man, declares that he has freely become the slave of
everyone in order to bring to faith in Christ the greatest
number of people. He made himself "a Jew with the Jews," a
man outside the Mosaic law for those outside the law, and he
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made himself "weak for the weak"; in a word he made himself
"all things to all." And he concludes: "I still do this, for the
sake of the gospel, to have a share in its blessings" (cf. 1 Cor
9,L9-23). Here we find the model of the missionary: he is
someone who identifies himself totally with each one of those
to whom he is sent, with the sole purpose of winning as many
as possible for his Lord!

In my last letter, dear confreres, I invited you: "to live your
lives in every part of the world with a genuine missionary
spirit"; for this I offered you "a reflection on the missionary na-
ture of the Church and of the Congregation and, in particular,
on evangelisation as the context of the normal activity of the
Church" as it is for the Congregation. Today I want to reflect
with you on a subject which is closely connected with those
dealt with previously, and develops an extremely important as-

pect to ensure that our mission in the Church is genuine and
effective. I want to speak to you about the inculturation of the
Salesian charism - a task which the more I come to know the
situation around the whole Congregation I see as extremely ur-
gent.

The Salesian charism, "the principle of unity in the Congre-
gation," is and can remain, the source of the "different ways of
Iiving the one Salesian vocation" (C. 100), if we succeed in im-
planting it, with both fidelity and creativity, in those places
where we have been sent and where we work. We can say that
this "planting of the charism" in different cultures is a task
camied out for over a hundred years by our Congregation,
starting with the first missions launched by Don Bosco in Ar-
gentina; and we can recognise that consoling fruits have not
been lacking. Nevertheless we have to admit that today the
challenge is much more demanding, as we find ourselves pre-
sent in all the continents and in contact with the most diverse
cultures. We are convinced that in order to remain faithful to
God who sends us and to the young who are those to whom es-

pecially we are sent, we have to live our Salesian identity with
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generosity; but this does not mean that we have to put it into
practice in the same way everywhere. The Salesian mission will
be meaningful and effective, and will therefore have a future, if
we succeed in being at the same time faithful to ourselves and
also "at home" in the cultural context in which it is carried out,
that is to say if, thanks to his sons, Don Bosco knows how to as-
sume the features of each of the cultures that welcomes him.

1. "The Law of all evangelisation"

"The Salesian vocation places us at the heart of the Church
and puts us entirely at the service of her mission" (C. 6). And
the Constitutions also recognise that the "mission sets the
tenor of our whole life" and "specifies the task we have in the
Church" (C. 3). This means that the mission is part of our
charismatic identity; so that the failure of the mission would
indicate the failure of the charism. A mission which is not ade-
quately inculturated is, without doubt, a failed mission: "the
[inculturated] accommodated preaching of the revealed Word
ought to remain the law of all evangelisation".'

The mission owes it origin not to the Church but to the
Risen Lord (cf. Mt 28,19; Acts 1,8), who has entrusted it to his
witnesses (cf. Lk 24,46-48) assuring them of the presence and
of the assistance of his Spirit (cf. Jn 20,22-23). What is more,
the mission of Christ owes its origin not to him but to the Fa-
ther who "so loved the world" (Jn 3,LG) as to send "his Son,
born of a woman, born a subject of the Law, to redeem the sub-
jects of the Law, so that we could receive adoption as sons."
(Gal 4,4-5). Therefore the mission comes from the inner life of
God who has generated the Son and has sent him to become in-
carnate in human history, and revealing his love in this way, to
bring the work of salvation to its completion. From God the Fa-

' Gaudiutn et Spes 44.
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ther too proceeds the Paraclete whom Jesus has sent to his
Church (Jn L5,26); and as had already happened with Jesus
(Lk 4,L8-tg), she began her mission when she received and wel-
comed the gift of the Spirit (Act 2,1-33). As it is for the Church,
so it is for the Congregation: its mission is not primarily what,
in some way, it does for others; its mission is rather making
God present in the person of those He has sent: the Son, the
Spirit, the community. In this way the mission is freed from the
excessive burden of responsibitity for the results, and becomes
the effective and visible proclamation of the love of God which
shows itself first in the lives and then in the action of those He
has sent. The Church only has meaning as the sign and the in-
strument of the communication of this "missionary" love of the
Triune God; in fact, "all the Church's activities are to be im-
bued with divine love," which is "the source of the Church's
mission."'And it is with this mission that we, by our vocation,
are associated, being "in the Church signs and bearers of the
Iove of God for young people, especially those who are poor"
(c.2).

Therefore, when "the fullness of time had come," and God
wanted to redeem those who were under the law and make
them his adopted children, "he sent his Son" among us: the
eternal Word of the Father (Jn,t4), came to be part of human
history humbling himself in the womb of a woman as in the
context of a particular culture. It is this "making himself
small" of the Word, this assuming the condition of a slave
without clinging on to his equality with God but emptying him-
self (cf. Phil. 2,6-7), and it is this making himself contingent in
time and in space - not pretending but truly so - which reveals
God's condescension to mankind, proclaiming his infinite love.
So you see in fact Jesus of Nazareth fully assuming the culture
of his contemporaries with all its greatness and its limitations,

'? Cf. BnNoorct YVI, Address to those tahing part in the X Plenary Assembly of the
Pontifical Council for Inteteligious Dialogue, Rome, 7 June 2008.
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the son of a particular people, Israel of those days. Truly obe-
dient to the Father and truly obedient to man!

And it is precisely in obeying this plan that the Son became
our SaviouL "Quod non est assumptum, non est sanatum";
"quod semel assumpsit numquam dimisit"': these two well-
known axioms of the Church Fathers express very well this
paradoxical law of salvation: there is no salvation without in-
carnation, nor is there incarnation without inculturation. Af-
firming, therefore, "the natural missionary role of the Church
means essentially bearing witness to the fact that the task of
inculturation, as the total spreading of the Gospel and its sub-
sequent translation in thought and life still continues today
and constitutes the heart, the means and the scope of the new
euangelisation."a

2. Changing cultural paradigrns

Those carrying out the mission of the Salesians in today's
world are a community of about sixteen thousand members
present in all the continents and spread through 132 different
countries. Even though not all the confreres are aware of it, the
well-known phenomenon of globalisation is a fact of life in our
Congregation. This presents us with the challenge ever more
pressing, of the realisation of the one Salesian charism in a
multiplicity of varied social, religious and cultural contexts.
There is no doubt that the Salesian charism is one and the
same, valid for all and for each individual; but it cannot be
lived out in an univocal way; if it is not well rooted in the cul-
ture in which the community carries out its mission, it will not
be able to release the potentialities for salvation it contains,

' Cf. A. Gnrr,lrranrrx, LTLK 8, pp. 954-955; Id.., Jesus der Christus im Glauben der
Kirche. I, Freiburg 1979.

n .rosN PauL lI, Address at the end of the worh of the International Council for Cat-
echesis, Rome, 26 September 1992.
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neither will it have signifrcance in the world of today, nor will it
survive in tomorrow's.

Not rarely during my visits to the Provinces, I have the im-
pression that many of our confreres, taken up with the urgent
apostolic needs of the moment, do not give sufficient attention
to this responsibility. There are also some doubts about initial
formation: it is natural that in the formation years, emphasis is
given to the personal acquisition by the young confrere of the
charism, but perhaps there is some neglect of education to an
appropriate cultural sensitivity, with particular regard to youth
cultures, or the right weight is not given to it.

We are living through a period of great change, from which
neither the Church nor the Congregation is immune, a change
giving rise to crises and to insecurity, but nonetheless evoking
new expectations and offering real opportunities, scarcely
imaginable a short time ago. I feel I must here refer, if only
briefly, to some of the facts which best illustrate the change
taking place and which raise questions about our way of living
as consecrated educators and of carrying out our mission.

Globalisation

Without doubt globalisation is a special feature of the times
in which we are living. A recent unstoppable phenomenon
which regards in the first place the new kinds of juridical, pro-
ductive and financial organisations, evolved in the so-called
'first world' with the precise intention of creating on a world
scale a single market to maximise profits, globalisation has suc-
ceeded not only in unifying and homogenising economic condi-
tions but also styles of life, culture and more generally 'politi-
cally correct' ideologies in conformity with the western model.
Globalisation has eliminated distances and frontiers, has
brought peoples and individuals closer together; nowadays it is
possible to send to all parts of the world an almost infinite
number of pieces of information. This possibility of linking to-
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gether in a few seconds places thousands of miles apart has
also resulted in conditioning systems of production and com-
merce: capital no longer has a homeland, nor are fixed places of
work guaranteed nor the security of cititizens - given the flow
of migrants and the phenomena linked to them. It should be
recognised that globalisation has offered and still offers un-
doubted advantages, but it also has to be said that it has condi-
tioned and still conditions every aspect of modern day society,
by now changed into a " global village", so that societies which
formerly were distinct for their cultures, traditions, beliefs
ands customs are now sinking into an amalgam which
threatens their separate identities.

It is a matter therefore of an ambiguous situation, with a
tendency to reduce everything and everyone to the same level
according to parameters which have no respect for differences
and which exclude anyone who does not fit in. "One has the im-
pression that the complex dynamism, caused by the globalisa-
tion of the economy and the media, eventually tends to reduce
the human person to a market variable, to a piece of merchan-
dise, which really makes the person a totally irrelevant factor
in the decisive options. Man risks feeling trampled by the face-
Iess globalised mechanisms and increasingly loses his identity
and dignity as a person. In virtue of such a dynamism, cultures
also run the risk of being homogenised if they are not accepted
and respected in their originality and richness, but forcefully
adapted to the needs of the market and fashion. The result is a
cultural product, bearing a superficial syncretism, imposing a
new scale ofvalues, derived from criteria that are regularly ar-
bitrary, materialistic, consumerist and opposed to any kind of
openness to the Transcendent."5

In the Congregation, as in the Church, we are not outside
this process and we will have to take seriously the challenge to

u JouN Paul Il, Address to the members of the Pontifical Acad,emies at the Sixth
Public Session (8 November 2001).
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promote and pass on "a living culture, a culture capable of fos-
tering communication and brotherhood between different
groups and peoples, and between the different fields of human
creativity. Today's world is challenging us, in other words, /o
know and respect one another in and through the diuersity of our
cultures."u Through our apostolic presences, and first of all with-
in our religious communities, becoming more and more pluri-
cultural, we are being called to live and to bear witness to a com-
munion in which "solitude is overcome through concern for one
another, in which communication inspires in everyone a sense of
shared responsibility, and in which wounds are healed through
forgiveness...The nature of the charism in communities of this
kind directs their energies, sustains their fidelity and directs the
apostolic work of all towards the one mission. If the Church is to
reveal her true face to today's world, she urgently needs such
fraternal communities, which, by their very existence, con-
tribute to the new evangelisation, inasmuch as they disclose in a
concrete way the fruitfulness of the "new commandment".T

Living together as brothers and as workers for peace and sol-
idarity with everyone, we promote the unity of the human
family and the transformation of the world according to the
heart of God; "from faith lived with courage, today as in the
past, flows a rich culture of love for life,"t which is a distin-
guishing feature of the Salesian charism. In this way we can ef-
fectively respond to our task and offer an original contribution,
which is that of having "to face in a creative way the challenge
of inculturation, while at the same time preserving their iden-
tity"e.

u JosN Paur, Il, Address to the Representatiues of the World of Culture and Science,
(Tbilisi, Georgia, 9 Novembre 1999).

7 VC 45. Cf. Benedict XVI, Homily on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi (23 J.une

2011).
' BrNroICt XIII, Address to the II Ecclesial Conuention of Aquileia (7 May 2011).

' VC 5l. "The cha-Ilenge ofinculturation ought to be taken up by consecrated per-
sons as a call to fruitful cooperation with grace in facing cultural diversity" (VC 79).
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Inter-religious dialogue

In the context of our apostolic activity, in addition to the
process of inculturation, we find ourselves more and more
faced, and at times challenged, by cultural pluralism and espe-
cially by religious pluralism, phenomena which pervade the
present world. The tendency to level everything down, a fea-
ture of the current process of globalisation, is opposed by a
strong affirmation of particular cultures and religions, both an-
cient and modern; they demand to be recognised and respected,
they try to affirm or to protect themselves, demonstrating at
times fundamentalist reactions when they perceive threats to
their identity and to their freedom of expression. In this way in
the current historical circumstances inter-religious dialogue
has taken on new and inevitable urgency, thus becoming an es-

sential element of the mission.

For some time the Church has been committed to "building
bridges of friendship with the followers of all religions, in order
to seek the true good of every person and of society as a
whole".'o And although the Gospel continues to be "the perma-
nent priority" of its mission, "inter-religious dialogue is a part
of the evangelising mission of the Church"": dedicating them-
selves therefore to evangelisation, each one of the faithful and
all Christian communities are called to put this dialogue into
practice.

For the Salesians who nowadays are working for young
people in every situation imaginable, the missio ad gentes rn-
cluded, inter-religious dialogue cannot be considered a mar-
ginal activity in our lives as believers and as we place ourselves
at the service of the faith, nor as a purely personal or Congre-
gational choice but needs to be seen as "an essential service to

'u BENEDIoT XIIL, Address to delegates of other Churches and ecclesial communities
and. of other Religious traditions, Rome, 25 April 2005.

" JoHN Peur, II, Redemptoris Missio. Encyclical on the permanent validity of the
Church's missionary mandate, 44.55. Rome 12 September 1990.
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humanity,"" indeed as, "something which arises from the very
demands of the faith. It issues from the faith and needs to be
nourished by the faith."13

In fact, dialogue between believers of different faiths and
also with non-believers, "must be a journey of faith";" it does
not require us to renounce any element of our Christian iden-
tity, neither in what we believe nor in what we practise, nor to
put it in parentheses or even in doubt; just the contrary: those
who question us, be they the youngsters we teach or the people
who share in our work of education, want to know clearly, and
quite rightly, who we are, what we think, and for Whom we are
working. Certainly, we educate and accompany young Chris-
tians in their faith journey; but we are equally aware that, in
ever growing numbers, young people or co-workers belonging
to other religions or indifferent from the religious point of view,
and even non-believers, seek us out as educators, travelling
companions and guides. We draw close to them therefore with
heartfelt interest, we live and work with them fully respecting
their freedom, always presenting ourselves as joyful witnesses
of Jesus Christ and loyal members of a faith community.

For us dialogue, rather than a 'method' for carrying out the
Salesian mission, is the very "way" of achieving it. And if there
is a "dialogue of action" which leads us to seek concrete forms
of genuine collaboration, "as we apply our religious insights to
the task of promoting integral human development, working
for peace, justice and the stewardship of creation," we ought
above all as educators to concentrate, on the "dialogue of life"
which involves simply "living alongside one another and

" Jealt Ltns, oARD. TAURAN, Address at the VI Conference of Doha on Interreligious
Dialogue (13 May 2008).

" Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, Letter to the Presidents of Bishops'
Conferences on the Spirituality of Dialogue (3 March 1999) 1.

'n BENEDICT YYl, Add,ress to the participants in the X Plenary Assembly of the Pon-
tifical Council for Intemeligious Dialogue, Rome, 7 June 2008.
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learning from one another in such a way as to grow in mutual
knowledge and respect."'u

In this way dialogue changes into proclamation: "two ways
of implementing the mission of the Church."'u We do it as be-
lievers and educators: entering into dialogue with other be-
lievers we bear witness to Christ and we imitate him "in his
concern and compassion for each one and with respect for the
individual's freedom."" In a world marked by religious plu-
ralism, proclaiming one's faith has new consequences, still to
be explored; having given ourselves completely to God we walk
together with people of different faiths and cultures towards
the one Father, placing them at the centre of our concerns, lis-
tening to and making our own the questions which torment
them, seeking together for answers which give meaning to our
shared history.

The youth situation

While globalisation and inter-religious dialogue are factors
that nowadays challenge the Salesian mission 'from outside',
that is to say which come from the change in the current cul-
tural paradigm, I seem to observe in the Congregation a rather
worrying phenomenon which could undermine the inescapable
responsibility we have to inculturate the Salesian charism for
the benefit of the young through education and evangelisation.
Here and there I note among the confreres a more or less con-
scious resistance, and at times an openly expressed inability to
approach s;rmpathetically, to throw light on wisely - the result
of personal study, and to welcome cordially the new forms of

" Brnnolcr )(lll, Address to Clerical and Lay Representatues of other Religions,
London, 17 September 2010.

16 Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue Dialogue and Proclamation. A Re'
flection and Orientations on Interreligious Dialogue and the Proclamation of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, 82. Rome, 19 May 1991.

" Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, Letter to the Presidents of Bishops'
Conferences on the Spirituality of Dialogue (3 March 1999).
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expression which are a feature of today's young people, as well
as the collective experiences by means of which they give ex-
pression to their 'spectacular' life styles,18 that is to say those
which they normally demonstrate in their free time, almost al-
ways on the fringes of ordinary social institutions.

Some of the results of the profound cultural change in
which we are immersed in the West are, for example, the inter-
pretation of reality more as something that is changing rather
than something of its nature stable, and the self-affirmation of
the individual who sees himself and wishes to be seen as of ab-
solute value constantly seeking himself, endowed with an al-
most limitless freedom to experiment and proud of his personal
autonomy. In this context, the young - half the world popula-
tion is under 20 years of age - unfortunately become victims
rather than protagonists. Without roots and detached from any
firm foundations they are forced to create their own personal
identity alone, and to choose the path to its fulfilment. They do
not find in society, and often not in the Church either, models
to be imitated, attractive aims to be pursued or reliable guides
to turn to, even more so since the family is not present or is in-
adequtely prepared, while the school appears to be far removed
from the world of youth and ineffective in its methods both ed-
ucational and didactic." Living according to a freedom more
and more without norms or limits, immersed in a cultural cli-
mate ever more complex and confused, surrounded and some-
times overwhelmed by a market with a multitude of differing
religious and moral values, they are obliged to "invent their
own lives without a guide book."'o

s Cf. J. GoNzAlnz-Arr,ao - J. M. GouzAr,pz-ANr,no, La juuentud actual, Verbo Di
vino, Estella 2008, 44. For a description of the life styles of young people in western so-
cieties see the monograph "De las 'tribus urbanas' a las culturas juveniles", Reuista de
estudios de Juuentud 64 (2004) pp. 39-136.

" "Is this not to hide from young people the sigrrs of the sun going down on our
culture?" (U. Gar,Irraapnt, L'ospite inquietante. Il nichilismo e i giovani, Feltrinelli, Mi-
Iano,2008, p. 13).

" J. A. MenINa, Aprender a uiuir, Ariel, Barcelona 2004, p. 183.
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The GC 26 highlights this situation when, speaking about
the new frontiers, it states: "we also acknowledge the expecta-
tions of young people who are spiritually and culturally poor,

and who ask us to be involved: young people who have lost
meaning in life, lack affection because of family instability,
those left disillusioned and empty by the consumerist men-
tality, the religiously indifferent, those lacking motivation be-

cause of permissiveness, ethical relativism, the widespread cul-
ture of death.""

This affective solitude is not the only, nor I would say the
most widespread form of existential poverty which today's
young people meet. By far the greater majority of those living
in the so-caIled 'Third World' are very familiar with economic
want, the precarious state of family life, racial discrimination,
educational and cultural shortcomings, the lack of work prepa-
ration, shameless exploitation by third parties, illegal employ-
ment as labourers, the closure of all forms of escape in their
Iives, various dependences and other forms of social deviance.

The current picture of the lost generation of youth is so des-
olate that it demands an urgent conversion and compassion (cf.

Mk 6,34;8,2-3) no less than action (cf. Mh 6,37;8,4-5), because
all of us feel that we are sent to be for them "signs and bearers
of the love of God" (C 2). A simple list of situations will make
clear how urgent the matter is:

The millions - about a hundred - of street children who
have decided to make the street their natural, 'habitat' so

intolerable was their family situation. Some find a refuge in
caves or drains, a thousand in Bucharest alone, a million in
western Europe, 12 million in the world.
About 300,000 child-soldiers, who operate in a regular army
or as mercenaries, mere youths but already engaged in the
service of death.

,, GC26, 98.
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The ever-gowing number of violated youngsters, victims of
pedophilia and of the so-called sex tourism: a million chil-
dren according to UNICEF statistics are being introduced
every year in the sex market, a market with a turnover of
13 billion dollars every year.
There are 250 million minors, boys and girls between 5 and
15 years of age forced to do work - illegal because of its
physical, psychological or mental dangers, made into slaves,
and this more than a century ofter the legal abolition of
salvery.
The number of poor and marginalised youngsters, deprived
of access to any of the benefits to which every human being
has the right is beyond calculation: more than 600 million
children are living below the poverty threshold, 160 million
of those are undernourished; 6 million die every year of
hunger: 17 thousand a day, 708 every hour...
The nobody's children without parents, homes or country
number about 50 million. Those without education, illiter-
ates come to 130 million. At least 6 million babies have been
mutilated and it is said that about 4 million women and
children have been forced to be organ donors.
Every minute in the five continents 5 babies contract AIDS.
There are almost 11 million children who have contracted
the virus. In Africa alone there are 13 million orphans as a
result of AIDS. And how many are the babies suffering from
tuberculosis, malaria, meningitis, hepatitis, cholera, ...?
There are more than 50 million babies who are displaced or
refugees victims of racial hatred, wars, persecutions,
crowded into refugee camps or wandering here and there.

Faced with such a tragic picture of the ills of the world of
the young, we Salesians cannot but be, like Don Bosco, "on the
side of the young, because we have confidence in them, in their
willingness to learn, to study, to escape from poverty, to take
their future into their own hands ... We are on the side of the
young because we believe in the worth of the individual, in the
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possibility of a different kind of world, and above all in the
great value of working for education." So many evils pricked
our consciences: on 2O April 2002, at the end of the GC25, I
and 231 representatives of the Salesians in the world signed an
appeal addressed to all those with responsibilities regarding the
young, but which above all we took as our obligation: "Before it
is too late let us save the youngsters, the future of the world.""

The digital world, a continent to be leauened

"If she wishes to remain faithful to her mission as the uni-
versal sacrament of salvation, the Church needs to learn the
languages used by men and women of every time, ethnic back-
ground and place. And we Salesians, in a special way need to
learn and to use young peoples' language... Basically it is a
question of a communication problem, of the inculturation of
the Gospel in social and cultural situations; a problem of educa-
tion to the faith for the new generations."2'

This effort to inculturate the Salesian view of life in today's
world necessarily has to take into account the new digital con-
tinent, which is not merely a technical matter; in fact it shapes
new cultural models; and if it be true that it creates previously
unheard of possibilities for inter-communication, it also pre-
sents dangers previously unknown.

The term "digital continent" is the happy choice of Pope
Benedict XVI in his World Communications Day Message for
2009, in a context where he was appealing to young people to
evangelise their peers.

There is a biblical image which can help us understand
what it means to inculturate the charism in the digital conti-
nent, one we find in Mt 13:33 (and Lk 13:20-21): the woman

2' Cf . GC 25, "An appeal to save the young people of the world", The Salesian Com-
munity today. Chapter Documents, AGC 378 (2002), pp. 110-112.

'3 PAscuAt CsAvnz, "Concluding Address at the GC 26, in "Da rnihi animas, cetera
tolle". Chapter Documents GC26, S.D.B. Publishers, Rome 2008, p. 140.
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who 'hides' yeast in three measures of flour until it is 'leavened
all through'.

What, then, might it mean to 'leaven' the digital continent
all through? It is a homely image but one that strikes home
right now at a time when the World Wide Web, to take one ex-
ample, is moving from Web 2.0 to Web 3.0, from a Web which
has concentrated on linking people interactively to one which
now seeks to link data meaningfully. This change is happening
subtly under our very eyes, not unlike the secret activity of
yeast in dough. Which of us has not clicked on a link to a major
city to be then presented with a variety of options - lodgings to
stay in, events to be part of, places to visit, and quite possibly
according to our personal interests! Did the computer know
those interests? Not as such, but it knew how to make a few
meaningful connections. The answer lies in semantics, and
only human beings can (and they do, and this is what we must
not overlook) offer these semantics in ways that machines can
interpret.

The Christian classic spiritual tradition offers us a further
image which can be helpful in this context, to be found in St
Teresa of Avila's Interior Castle, a text which is timeless in its
application: "I began to think of the soul as if it were a castle,
made of a single diamond or of very clear crystal"'n, she says,
and then leads us through seven 'mansions' or rooms, each a
place on the path to ultimate union with God at the centre. It
too can be a helpful image in the digital continent. Think of the
castle as the digital continent, with many 'rooms' and 'links'.
How do we find our way around? Are various rooms meaning-
fully connected? Could we find certain paths to arrive at the
centre? The centre is stil God, by the way, and Christ is the
guide, but "...the proclamation of Christ in the world of new

" Teresa ofAvila, St. ((Teresa de Cepeda y Ahumada, 1515-1582), Interior Castle
or The Mansions,
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technologies requires a profound knowledge of this world if the
technologies are to serve our mission adequately."'u

Or we might want to bring our 21" century fascination with
ecolory to the task. Think of a garden, maybe a bit overgrown
but with paths and lots of vines and creepers. We could follow
those paths and creepers and find our way around, but we can
also imagine how things are just beneath the soil where every-
thing is thriving with the complex, messy, but eminently
ecosystemic stuff of life!

All three images, the yeast, the castle, the ecosystem, help
us appreciate more deeply what it might mean to inculturate
the charism in the digitat continent. It is one of the tasks of
New Evangelization. In some ways it is a hidden task but with
recipes we can follow. There is a true Guide to the virtual castle
if we can but coax the technologies into serving our mission.
And we are invited into the complex, maybe messy, but emi-
nently ecosystemic stuff of life, conscious that Jesus wants us
to be there in His name!

We cannot avoid living, or at least partly living in the digital
continent today. As Manuel Castells has sagely said: "One
might say, 'Why don't you leave me alone? I want no part of
your Internet, of your technological civilization, of your net-
work society. I just want to live my life'. ...If this is your posi-
tion, I have bad news for you. If you do not care about the net-
works, the networks will care about you, anyway. For as long as
you want to live in this society, at this time and in this place,
you will have to deal with the network society."26

Instead of being dragged unwillingly into the digital conti-
nent, we have a duty to be there effectively and efficiently.
Today this means, amongst other things, taking care of mean-

'u Benedict XVI, Message for the XLIII World Communications Day (24.01.2009)-
* Cf. M. Casrrlr-s, The Internet Galaxy: Reflections on the Internet, Business, and

Society, University Press, London 2001, p.282.
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ingful structure, introducing meaningful connections into our
documents and data. We can guide search technologies, for ex-
ample, with documents focused more on semantic structure
than how 'pretty' they might need to look, and especially with
semantically prepared data. The former task belongs to every
Salesian who 'tweets', emails, or writes! The latter, to those
who have responsibility for the thousands of Salesian websites
around the world.

This latter group is no minor cohort of the Congregation!
Very few communities, centres, works are without a website.
Those responsible, ultimately we hope a Salesian SDB or lay
partner, play an increasingly significant role in how the
charism is to be understood and inculturated in the digital con-
tinent. They can, in fact, determine how 'charism' becomes an
important search word today, leading to contexts which we
wish to determine rather than leaving it to the search engines
to guess, and guess wrongly.

In other words, entering the complex stuff of life that is
today's digital continent requires awareness, clarity and a
thirst for appropriate knowledge on our part. Our Social Com-
munication department is certainly working at this and can al-
ready offer confreres and lay partners interesting reflections
and in some cases precise technical advice. None of it is advice
for advice' sake, nor technology for the sake of technology. The
Social Communication sector is working hand in hand with the
Youth Ministry Formation, Missions sectors as represented by
their respective departments, on behalf of the charism and the
common mission. Together they are helping us to inculturate,
propose and spread a faith perspective based on our Father
Don Bosco's vision, in a rapidly changing world.

Summing up: the Congregation is committed through edu-
cation and anticipation to give a voice back to the young, to
help them to find themselves, and to accompany them with pa-
tience and trust as they build their own lives, and to offer the
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means to gain a livelihood; but at the same time, we are com-
mitted to offering them a way of relating to God they will find
suitable for them. And we want to do this living in their world
and speaking their language, walking side by side with them,
not only as those for whom we primarly work but above all as
travelling companions. Or does the fact have nothing say to us
that we came into existence as a Congregation, on far off 18
December L859 among a group of youngsters, to be exact with
16 of them, adolescents between 15 and 21 years of age, who
having experienced the effect on their own lives of being res-
cued and helped by Don Bosco, wanted to take part in his mis-
sion, taking on a role of major protagonists?

To recreate the Salesian charism in the most varied situa-
tions in which we find opurselves, it is not enough to adapt it to
the different circumstances of young people; much rather, it is
necessary to invest in the young, helping them to become the
protagonists, the trusted co-workers without ever forgetting
that they are the very reason for our consecration to God and
for our mission.

3. The early Church, the model and norm for incultur-
ated evangelisation"

The gospel came to birth, was formulated and proclaimed
within a particular culture. We know that the first affirmations
about the resurrection of Jesus (cf. 1 Cor 15,3-5; Acts 2,24-35),
about his being the Messiah (cf. Acts 5,42; 9,22) and his uni-
versal Lordship (cf. Acts 2,36), as well as the calls to conversion
(cf. Acts 2,40; 3,19), were all formulated in the cultural cate-
gories proper to Israel. While this new faith was being pre-

" For this biblical reflection I have relied on JueN J. Benror-ouE, Paolo di Tarso.
Una introduzione alla vita e all'opera dell'apostolo di Cristo, LAS, Rome 2009, pp. 177-
t92.
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sented to the Jews, there was no need to add long explanations
of expressions used (cf. Acts 3,2t-26), nor an introduction to
the underlying thought (cf. Acts 2,25-32.34-35). It is enough to
think of Peter's first preaching in Jerusalem on the day of Pen-
tecost (cf. Acts 2,L4-4L) in order to find a good example of evan-
gelisation that is perfectly inculturated in the religious men-
tality of both the preacher and his listeners."

A mission which succeeds because it is well inculturated

Only twenty five years after the death of Jesus, and thanks
to the marvellous missionary expansion undertaken by the
group of the 'Hellenists' (cf. Acts 6,L; 9,29), in Christian com-
munities believers of pagan origin and culture become the ma-
jority. It is obvious that the oldest disciples of the Lord were
not prepared to cope with the situation which was developing
as a consequence of the opening up of the gospel to the Gentiles
and of their incorporation in the life of the community.

It was no longer a question of frnding a place in the commu-
nity for single individuals, as had been the case with the eu-
nuch (Acfs 8,26-40) or with the centurion Cornelius (Acls 10,1-
11,18). It was necessary to become accustomed to the presence
of whole communities of different ethnic extraction, mentality
and customs, within the one and definitive people of God. The
community of Jerusalem itself where from the beginning there
had been believers from varied cultural backgrounds (cf. Acls
2,5-L2; 6,1; 9,29), had experienced the difficulties which living
together had brought (Acts 6,1-6) and had even suffered perse-
cution because of it (Acts 8,1-3). What was at stake was the
very identity of the new shared common life arising from the
one confession in Christ Jesus.

'z8 Another good example of the inculturation of the Gospel, which was not succes-
sful however, is the address by Paul at Athens, "a city full of idols" (Acrs 17,16-31).
When Paul spoke to a curious audience about a God unknown to them, they let him
speak until he mentioned the resurrection ofa dead person ..., an affirmation cultu-
rally unacceptable.
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The detailed information provided by the sources confirms
the importance attributed to this conflict by both Paul, one of
those directly involved (Gal 2,t-10),, and Luke (Acfs 15,1-35).

Even though the two accounts are not a complete formal sum-
mary nor even impartial, one can gather the essentials from
them; the discussion centred on the problem of circumcision:
should it or should it not be imposed on new non-Jewish Chris-
tians? Basically there was the desire to integrate the pagans
among the Jewish people as a condition sine qua ruon of their
insertion in the Christian community. Circumcision had been
and continued to be, the sign of the couenant (Jn 17,11), the
identification mark of the people of God and the proof of its fi-
delity; consequently it was not considered sufficient to believe
in Jesus; this faith had to be grafted onto the regime of the mo-
saic law.

The praxis of Hellenist Christians, for whom circumcision
was not imposed - as on the other hand the Jews did with the
'fearers of God' - so as not to raise obstacles in the way of the
conversion of pagans, was considered by some an opportunistic
tactic contrary to the salvific will of God. We owe it to Paul that
he clearly made known and passionately defended a missionary
practice which did not impose on the believers coming from pa-
ganism the need to become like the Jews; it is true that it was
not he who initiated this approach, but he made it his own co-

herently and with conviction (Acts 11,22). Paul speaks about
the distinction between the 'gospel of noncircumcision' he
preached, and the 'gospel of circumcision' (Gal2,7), which had
Peter as its main spokesman. It should be noted that here it is
a matter of two expressions which are unique in the whole of
ancient literature. In this way the one gospel (Gal 1,6-9) is ac-

cepted in different ways, according to the 'cultural' perspective
of those listening; what is preached is always and only Christ
Jesus; but not in the same way, and not with the same practical
implications, for Jews and Gentiles.
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Unity in the faith, diuersity in the way it is liued

Behind these events a paradigm can to be found, in other
words a norm to guide action: in fact, a great change is begin-
ning to take place in the history of Judaism, in which an heir to
its own promise makes an appearance; he does not feel obliged
to observe the law, which until then had been the only guar-
antee of partecipation in the covenant with God. This fact is
even more decisive for the origin of the Christian community,
since the gospel of Jesus was already being lived, 'indepen-
dently of the Mosaic law' (Rm 3,21), freed therefore from that
Jewish culture which until then had been its womb and cov-
ering.

At stake was nothing less than the [selflawareness of the
Christian community, which saw itself progressively detached
from the law of Moses and therefore no longer just Jewish. It
was not that the law had become useless; it had preserved its
value but only for some, while faith in the Lord Jesus was of-
fered to all and for the salvation of all. The followers of Christ,
whether Jews or gentiles became from that time on and for al-
ways the new people of God, the true Israel.

If on the converts from paganism no other servitude was to
be imposed than that sweet yoke of faith in Christ, the pagan-
Christian communities were recognised as members by ab-
solute right of the body which is the Church; within it all were
living the one faith, but not all in the same way. As Paul was to
write half way through the 50's, each one was to continue to
live 'in the part which the Lord has allotted to him' (1 Cor
7,17): just as the pagan did not have to become a Jew in order
to be a Christian, likewise the Jew did not have to give up
living as a Jew in order to become a Christian. In this way
Christian life was expressed in a plurality of cultures because a
single culture exclusively Christian did not exist.

For the Judo-Christian communities, and for the evangeli-
sation of the Jews, the prescriptions which were valid until
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that time remained in force. But that Jewish understanding of
the law, of the history of salvation and of the people of God
which did not permit along side it any other way to salvation
was destroyed. This meant a gteat change - painful certainly -
for the first Christians who were all Jews: they could continue
to obey the law (1 Cor 9,20-2L), as part of their ancestral way of
life and customs, but they could not exclude their non-Jewish
brethren from the faith. In this way the way was open not to
the fusion of groups culturally heterogeneous, but focusing
rather on living together as brothers, each one preserving his
own identity.

Remembering the poor

The agreement reached by both parties made it possible to
proclaim the Gospel to two separate audiences, that of the pa-
gans and that of the Jews, and declared equal rights between
the two missions already in fact in operation: one could be, in-
deed one should be Christians, according to Jewish custom or
that of the pagans (cf. Gal, 2,14). Thus there were different
ways of living the faith, while it remained the one, just as the
common shared life was one.

This unity, sealed by a handshake "in a sign of communion"
(:Gal 2,9), was confirmed by a request to "remember the poor"
which Paul and Barnabas were only too ready to accept. This
fact is not insignificant. Paul at once declared that he took this
task very much to heart; and in fact, collecting money for the
poor of Jerusalem became for him an integral part of his mis-
sion of evangelisation (cf. Gal 2,L0; Rm 15,25-26; 1 Cor 16,1-3;
2 Cor 8-9). The 'poor,' it should be remembered, were the
Christian Jews in Palestine, who at a time of great enthusiasm
for the immediate return of the Lord had placed at the disposal
of the community "goods and possessions" (Acts 2,45; 4,32-35).
Not forgetting them became for Paul an important part of his
ministry, in order to strengthen the communion between the
different churches (cf. 1 Cor LL,23-26; Rrn L5,27), so much so,
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that he came to consider it as a form of worship, and himself
the minister of Christ (Rm 15,16).

This 'remembering' was not limited solely to economic as-
sistance, but brought about in a practical way the unity of the
Church; it was a way of fulfilling a mutual 'debt of love' among
them (Rm 13,8). Paul could not imagine a believer, Jew or
pagan, who could think that he had no need of the other (cf. I
Cor 12,L4-26).

A liuing together that brings problems with it

An important question left unanswered by the assembly, to
judge from Paul's own testimony (cf. Gal 2,Ll-2L), was the
freedom to take part in the common table on the part of Chris-
tians coming from the pagan world. The social and cultural re-
luctance shown by the Jewish Christians to sit at table with
everyone (Lu 17,8-14; 18,6-9) reflected a traditional and deeply
felt fear - a way of thinking always present in a minority of
communities - of being assimilated and of losing their own
identity. Two models of the mission, with different ritual and
cultural demands, could only make life together difficult. The
living together of Jews and pagans, within the same Christian
community, in this way was put under threat. Would it not
have been better to confess the same faith in communities kept
separate by social, cultural, religious barriers?

Even though, for different reasons, neither Luke nor Paul
agreed with this suggestion; Luke mentions the so-called 'apos-
tolic decree' (cf. Acts L5,13-29;21,25). In this it was forbidden
to eat meat sacrificed to idols (Lu 17,8;1Cor 8,10); they were
to abstain from blood (Lu l7,lo-12) and from the flesh of ani-
mals which had been suffocated (cf. Gn 9,4; Lu 17,15; Dt 14,21);
they were to avoid illegal unions (matrimony between blood
relatives?) (cf. Lv 18,6-18; 7 Cor 5,1-13). These commands, cul-
tual in origin, were based on Old Testament laws for pagans
living in Israel (cf. Lu 17-18); and, according to rabbinical tradi-
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tion, were part of the seven commandaments which everyone
had to obey.

The existence of such a decree presupposes in the Christian
community a twofold presence, Jewish and pagan, and shows
that difficulties remained in the common life to which the mis-
sion to the gentiles had given rise. The prohibitions of things
considered 'abominations,' were connected to the fact of 'ethnic
Christians' belonging to the Judeo-Christian community 'and
were aimed at facilitating relations between the two groups.
They were intended therefore to encourage living together,
eliminating the more repugnant connotations which the Jews
associated with the pagans. Imposing only these obligations on
the 'ethnic Christians' (Acfs 15,29), did not raise questions
about their Christian identity; rather it sanctioned freedom re-
garding circumcision and the law, but asked for some renuncia-
tions of a cultural nature, in order to facilitate the common life
for the Jewish Christians. There is a principle here: more im-
portant than one's own culture is the brother for whom Christ
died, as Paul will say elsewhere (l Cor 8,lL).

Paul appears to be unaware of this arrangement: he does
not speak about it in his account of the events (Gal 2,9) and it
never appears in his letters, even though on some occasions he
had to face similar problems (cf. 1 Cor 5-6; 8,1-11,1; Rm 14). In
any case, the lack of any regulation which would give full
recognition to Christians coming from paganism as brothers
loved by God. soon became evident.

The fact and the principle

On account of these tensions, within the Christian commu-
nity of the 50's a dangerous situation, close to a schism, was
created which the assembly of Jerusalem wished to overcome.
It was recognised, not without considerable effort, that the
Christianity which was coming into being was not just a Jewish
style of a Messianic movement. If it were considered possible to
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be conscious of one's own identity, the universal nature of sal-
vation ought to be defended all the more.

The Council of Jemsalem offers us some points to resolve
our problems about the inculturation of the gospel, offering us
openings regarding ways of facing up to and resolving them. We
can learn to see:
1' That the real problems of the Christian communities are

those which arise from the preaching of the gospel. The con-
cern to safeguard the gospel in all its truth (Gal 2,5.14)
came after the work carried out in the mission, and was a
Iogical consequence of it. And again: with regard to the
problem dealt with in Jerusalem, Christians did not have
ready-made solutions; they sought them in the community
by means of dialogue and fraternal discernment.

2' That the preaching of the gospel, having to be adapted to
Jews and Gentiles, responds to the practical historical cir-
cumstances, and has to be adapted to the needs of the lis-
teners; precisely on this account problems will not be
lacking for the confession of the one faith and for life in
common. These problems, however, in so far as they are in-
evitable, cannot break the communion which arises from
the one vocation to salvation.

If in order to communicate salvation to the one hearing the
Word, the preaching of the gospel needs to be 'inculturated', in
order to live the common shared salvation, one's own culture is
negotiable; it is Paul himself who witnesses to this: "So though
I was not a slave to any human being I put myself in slavery to
all people to win as many as I could. To the Jews I made myself
as a Jew, to win the Jews; to those under the Law as one under
the Law (though I am not), in order win those under the Law.
To the weak I made myself weak to win the weak. I accommo-
dated myself to people in all kinds of different situations so
that by all possible means I might bring some to salvation. AII
this I do for the sake of the gospel that I may share its benefits
with others." (7Cor 9:L9-23). On the other hand, it is the
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brother for whom the Lord died who can never be sacrificed.
The line that can never be crossed in the proclamation of the
gospel is not therefore the culture through which it is trans-
mitted, nor that in which it is received, but the companion in
faith who can never be rejected. The reason for this is that cul-
ture, while very important, does not have an absolute value, be-
cause only love is absolute.

4. Looking at Don Bosco

In the seventies Don Bosco reached "the summit of his en-
terprises and his activities", guided solely by "the primary aim
he had always taken as his life's mission: the salvation of the
young, assistance, education"": to the care and expansion ofthe
by now numerous works for youth were added the worries and
the laborious procedures needed to give life to and to obtain ju-
ridical recognition for the organisations of support and of ani-
mation, which were the Salesian Congregation, the Institute of
the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians and the Union of Sale-
sian Cooperators. 'At the same time as this, in 1875, the frnal
initiative was developed, the missionary one ... There quickly
followed the universalisation of the educational methods and the
so-called Salesian spirit, giving rise to an operational and spiri-
tual movement virtually as vast as the world."'o

The ideal of the missions had always accompanied Don
Boscout: he lived in a period of a great missionary re-awakening,
so that his call to be an apostle of youth came to him and devel-

2' Pmtno Bnamo, Don Bosco prete dei giouani nel secolo delle libertd. Vol. II, LAS,
Rome'2009, p. 9.

'0 PIETRo Bnaroo, Don Bosco pretu dei giouani nel secolo delle libertd. Vol. I, LAS,
Rome'2009, p. 370.

3' Cf. BM X, pp. 46-48. "The former missionary aspirations which in the years of
the Convitto led him to Iearn a little Spanish and to pack his bags in order tojoin the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, Don Bosco himself explains, never left him." (PIErRo
Stru,a, Don Bosco nella Storia della Religiositd, cattolica. Vol I: Vita e Opere, ["AS,
Rome'1979, p. 168).
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oped as "the development of an initial idea ..., that of winning
souls through the Christian education of the young, especially
the poor, and through the style and the methods devised for
this"" in his educational system. So, for Don Bosco, the missions
became "the priority area in which it was possible to exercise his
special vocation as the apostle of youth."t' As he was gradually
discovering God's plans, he turned towards projects which were
different but complementary: "he continued to turn his atten-
tion to the problem of the missions and, at the same time, he be-
gan to favour the idea of founding his own Institute."sn

Certainly, the evangelisation of Patagonia was a missio ad
gentes, a genuine plantatio Ecclesiae, which was deliberately
preceeded by the presence of the Salesian missionaries among
the Italian emigrants in Buenos Aires and San Nicol6s de los Ar-
royos, 250 km to the north-west of the capital. This, not only be-
cause of their cultural proximity and their moral support, (in
fact "they would not find themselves isolated, but among
friends, among their fellow ltalians"'u), but above all, because
the disastrous religious and moral situation of the immigrants
made "more necessary a presence among the Italians than
among the natives."'u Don Bosco agreed that his confreres
should apply themselves, in the first place, to the priestly min-
istry and to the education of the sons of the Italian workers'
families. This was an apostolate not so very different from what
the Salesians were undertaking everywhere else. He believed,

" Cf. Alapnto CevIcr.m, "La concezione missionaria di Don Bosco e le sue at-
tuazioni salesiane", in Omnis teta adoret Te 24 (L932) p. 5.

" LUIGI Rrccrm, 'Il Progetto missionario di Don Bosco", in Centenario delle Mis-
sioni Salesiane 1875-1975. Discorsi commemorativi, LAS, Roma 1980, 14.

34 AGosTtNo Favalr, Il progetto missionario di Don Bosco e i suoi presupposti
storico-d,ottrinali, LAS, Roma 1976, p. 10. Don Bosco's missionary project gave rise to
an exceptional increase in vocations; as he himself recogrrised: "One of the effects of
the missionaries' departure was the increased number of applicants, priests included,
for the Congregation...an ever greater number applied for admission into the Society."
(BM xI, p. 382).

35 Cf. Prprno Srrr,r,a, Don Bosco nella Storia della Religiositd cattolica. Vol I: Vita e
Opere, LAS, Roma'1979, p. 171.

36 DoN Ceclmno, Lettera a Don Bosco (04.03.1876), ASC A1380802.
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among other things, that in this way his missionaries would be
able to prepare themselves better for the mission among the in-
digenous people ("savages", as he used to call them)", in obedi-
ence to the command of the Lord." In his own mind, in fact, the
'missions' in Patagonia occupied the first place.'n

But both in the apostolate among the Italian immigrants,
and in the mission centres among the aborigines, Don Bosco
gave special preference to young people most in need and to
providing education: "But we can, I saw it in a dream," it is
Don Bosco speaking, "we know that a missionary who gathers
a goodly group of young men about him will make progress and
do much good."'o And speaking with the Pope about the evan-
gelisation of Patagonia, he says that he had considered plan-
ning "a chain of schools ...along our side of the border almost
separating it from the rest of the continent."nt Fr Barberis says,
"Don Bosco's best hopes for the successful future of his mis-
sions was linked to his Salesians' preference for poor young-
sters: one who starts out on this road, the Blessed declared, will
not go backwards.""

The decision to "work for the ordinary people with the edu-
cation of poor youth"'3 was not only an inspired, because effec-

" " 'Savages'as used by Don Bosco is a broad term indicating all the inhabitants
of Patagonia, no longer only the Indians in an uncivilised state; this explains how
he could hope to find sons of the Indians ready to be prepared for the priesthood"
(EucrNto Cnme, Commento alla lettera 1493, A don Giouanni Cagliero, 12.09.1876:
Epistolario III Ceria, 95). Cf. FRANCIS DESRAMAU! Don Bosco en son temps (1815-1888),
SEI, Torino l-996, pp. 957-958.

38 See the farewell address of Don Bosco at the departure ceremony on 11 No-
vember 1875, in Grwro Bansrnrs, Cronichetta, quad. 3 bis, 3-9; Documenti XV 311-319.
The idea of the rnissio ad gentes will re-appear in Don Bosco's farewell address to the
departing missionaries in the following years.

" Cf. Ptrtno Bnaroo, 'Dalla pedagogia dell'Oratorio alla pastorale missionaria', in
Pietro Braido (ed.), Don Bosco Educatore. Scritti e Testimonianze, LAS, Roma '1997,
p. 200.

ao BM XII, p. 200.
n'BM XII, p. 162.

'BM XII p. 200 (the italics are mine).
t3 It seems to be an expression of Don Bosco, taken from a long conversation with

Fr Barberis on 12.08.1876. Cf. Gtuuo BARBERIs, Cronichetta, Quaderno 8, pag. 75: ASC
A0000108.
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tive, method of evangelisation" but was and is the strategic
choice which defrnes the missionary dimension of the Salesian
charismn5: "without education, in fact, there is no long-lasting
and profound evangelisation, there is no growth and maturing
process, there is no change of mentality or of culture."a6

Until 1966 the missions appeared in the Constitutions as
one of the apostolic works "on behalf of youth especially the
poor and abandoned" (art.7) and in the present Constitutions
it is said that missionary work, recognised as "an essential fea-
ture of our Congregation", "mobilizes all the educational and
pastoral means proper to our charism" (C. 30).

At the death of Don Bosco the Salesians were present in
America in Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Chile and Ecuador. They
were different countries with different needs and solutions, but
the missionary strategy of Don Bosco remained unchanged. He
had such confidence in his intuitions that he had no doubts in
predicting (1876) a promising future for his missionary strategy:
"In time it will also be adopted in all the other missions. Why do
things differently in Africa and the Orient?""

Committed as we are to taking God to the young, dear confr-
eres. let us take up the challenge of the inculturation of the Sale-
sian charism as a fundamental part of our mission, "as a call to

' "Having attracted the young, one could also, by means of the education of the sons
spread the Christian religion among the parents" (Gtulto Banseus, "La Repubblica
Argentina e la Patagonia", in Letture Cattoliche 291-292 11877) 94).

n5 "In other words a 'Salesian' mission in the course of its efforts to form the first
nucleus of the people of God, will leave in the newly born Church the stamp of the sen-
sitivity of Don Bosco's charism, especially as regards the education of the new genera-
tions and concern for problems in the youth sector" (AA.W, The Project of Life of the
Salesians of Don Bosco. A guide to the Salesian Constitutions, SDB Publications, Rome
1986, pp. 308).

a6 Letter of His Holiness BoNroIcr XVI to Fr Pascual Qhivez, Rector Major S.D.B.
on the occasion of the General Chapter XXW, in "Da mihi animas, cetera tolle". Doat-
menti Capitolari. CG26, Editrice S.D.B., Roma 2008, p. 91.

'? GIUtIo BARBERIS, Cronichetta, Quaderno 8, pag. 84: ASC A0000108. Cf. Jts6s
Bonntco, "Originalitd delle Missione Patagoniche di Don Bosco", in Mln,Io MIoar.r (a
cura di), Don Bosco nella Storia. Atti del 1e Congresso Internazionali di Studi su Don
Bosco, LAS, Roma 1990, p. 468.
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fruitful cooperation with grace in facing cultural diversity"n8 in
the young people with and for whom we are working. Let us look
again at Don Bosco, so that we can, indeed we must, learn from
him and from his farsighted apostolic wisdom, made evident in
the transplanting of the Salesian life and mission in America,
"the greatest enterprise of our Congregation."'e

For this reason I want to present to you sofite of the ele-
rnents uthieh I consider essential for inplanting and de-
aeloping our charisnr wherever, we as Salesians carry out
the mission of the Church. Living and working in all the polit-
ical, social, cultural and religious contexts imaginable, we al-
ways need to be identified with Don Bosco, with his non-nego-
tiable pastoral options, and with his pedagogical method which
is right on the mark.

A gesture uery much to the point
"When the Venerable Don Bosco sent his first sons to

America," Don Rua wrote on 1 December 1909, "he wanted a
photograph taken which showed him in their midst as he gave
Don Giovanni Cagliero, the leader of the expedition, the book
of our Constitutions. How many things Don Bosco was ex-
pressing in this gesture! It was as though he were saying: 'You
will be crossing the high seas, going to unknown lands, you will
have to deal with people with different languages and customs,
perhaps you will be exposed to great trials. I should like to ac-
company you myself, to comfort, console and protect you. But
what I cannot do myself this little book will do.""o

o" vc 79.
ae Don Bosco, Letter to Don Giuseppe Fagnano (31.01.1881): Epistolario IV Ceria,

p. 14. At the beginning of the mission he had written to the Pope that Patagonia was
"the principal objective of the Salesian mission" Cf. Letter to Pius IX (09.04.1870: Epi-
stolario III Ceria, p. 34.

50 Fr Michael Rra, Letters and circulars to the Salesians, Direzione Generale Opere
Don Bosco, Turin 1965, p. 498.
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Don Rua was referring to the historic photograph which to-
day - an inspired choice! - is in our Constitutions, at the begin-
ning of the text.5' In it, in a pose specifically chosen by himself,
Don Bosco preserved for posterity his handing over in person
the book of the Constitutions to Don Cagliero; through them he
was handing over himself. That Don Bosco is present in the Con-
stitutions is not a clever invention of his successors,s' the identi-
fication comes from Don Bosco himself. In fact he wanted his
sons to think of the Constitutions as a loving souvenir from him,
his living testament:s3 "If you have loved me in the past, contin-
ue to love me in the future by the exact observance of our con-
stitutions," he wrote in his Spiritual Testament.'Rightly there-
fore, Salesian tradition, from Don Rua onwards, has seen in the
Constitutions "always present Don Bosco, his spirit and his
sanctity."5u

The inculturation of the Salesian charism has therefore, as
an essential pre-requsite the practice of the Constitutions, a
joyful and faithful practice, sine glossa, but suited to the times
and places of the mission, open to the culture of the place and

51 It was the first photograph Don Bosco specifically wanted, and he made use of
the services of the well-known and expensive, Turin studio of Michele Schemboche.
Don Bosco wanted to immortalise the event for posterity and to publicise it. Mr Gio-
vanni B. Gazzolo, the consul of Argentina, who had come from Savona, is wearing a
splendid uniform; the missionaries are dressed in the Spanish manner, with the charac-
teristic cloak, and the crucifix on display; Don Bosco is wearing a cassock for formal oc-
casions. "We can therefore consider this picture as symbolic of him, his 'offrcial photo-
graph"' (GIuseppo Solor., Don Bosco nella fotografia deU'800 (1861-1888), SEI, Torino
t987, p. r24).

" "We can say that in the Constitutions we have all of Don Bosco; in them his
unique ideas about the salvation ofsouls; in them his perfection with the holy vows; in
them his spirit of sweetness, amiability, tolerance, piety, charity and sacrifice" (Dox
Fruppo RtNer,or, "Il Giubileo d'oro delle nostre Costituzioni", ACS 23 Il924l p. L77).

53 "Make every point in the Holy Rule a souvenir of me" (MB X, p. 647. Cf. MB
XVII, p. 296)

5a Don Bosco, Memorie dal 1841 al 1884-5-6 pel sac. Gio. Bosco a' suoi figliuoli
salesiani [Testamento spiritualeJ. Edizione critica curata da Francesco Motto.
Cf. Ptrrno Bnamo (ed.), Don Bosco Educatore, scritti e testimonianze, LAS, Roma '1997,
p. 410.

* AA.VV, The Project of Life of the Salesians of Don Bosco. A guide to the Salesian
Constitutions, SDB Publications, Rome 1986, p. 80.
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of the young, a practice which, in addition to ensuring that we
obey his words and make our own his choices, is a credible ex-
pression of our "staying with him" and a filial commitment to
"doing as he did" for the salvation of the young. Don Bosco will
be able to accompany us wherever we may be sent, he will com-
fort and console us, he will protect and guide us, if we associate
ourselves closely u)ith hirn living like him. Living the Constitu-
tions is to incarnate Don Bosco: the Salesian who practises the
Constitutions represents Don Bosco and makes him return
among the young. For them nothing is more urgent: they need
him, they have a right to him.

"Sotne special souaenirs"

In the address he gave at the solemn and moving farewell
celebration for the first Salesian missionaries56 on 11 November
1875, Don Bosco promised to leave them "some written memen-
tos that would be a father's testament to the sons he would per-
haps never see again. He had jotted them down in a notebook
while on a recent trip by train. He had had copies made, and he
gave one to each missionary as he left the altar of Mary Help of
Christians."sT

Written in his own hand and almost without any corrections,
the short text appeared to be a collection ofa variety ofpieces of
advice mainly of an ascetical nature; but in fact they are, "notes
for a very practical treatise on missionary ministry,"st csu short
synthesis of missionary ministry and spirituality "u' based on four
key ideas: zeal for the salvation of souls; fraternal, apostolic and

56 A moving and contemporary chronicle of the event can be found in Cosanp
Csrer,a, Da Torino alla Repubblica Argentina. Lettere dei missionari salesiani, in Zel-
ture Cattoliche 286-287 (1876) pp. 41-60; "Partenza dei missionari salesiani per la Re-
pubblica Argentina", in L'Unitd. Cattolica 266 (1875) p. 1062: MB XI, pp. 590-591.

il BM XI, p. 364-5.
" ANGEL MenriN, Ortgen de las Misiones Salesianas. La evangelizaci6n de las

gentes seg:rin eI pensamiento de San Juan Bosco, Instituto Teol6gico Salesiano,
Guatemala 1978, p. 172.

5e PIETRo Bn"AIDo, Don Bosco prete dei giouani nel secolo delle libertd. Vol. II, LAS,
Roma 32009, p. 156.
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educational charity; a profound religious life and aspects of mis-
sionary stratery.

When Don Bosco drew up the 'Souvenirs' between Sep-
tember and October 1875, his missionary experience was lim-
ited, and that of his sons non-existent. He was writing shortly
before sending the first expedition, forced by circumstances
and full of paternal concern regarding his young missionaries
and "he did his best to make them happy, giving generously of
the treasury of his experience"uo, an experience acquired
through contact, personal or by letter, with great missionaries
during and after the First Vatican Council, and which he him-
self would continue to reflect on during the succeeding years
while carrying out his missionary project in America.u'

In spite of this, Don Bosco repeatedly insisted that the 'Sou-
venirs' should not be forgotten. The first missionaries were
still on the high seas on the way to Argentina and he already
asked Fr Cagliero to read "together the souvenirs I gave you
before your departure,"u' and it was a request he would often
repeat.u'In fact, during the decade 1875-1885 his correspon-
dence consisted solely in "a strong recommendation, explicit or
implic, about the 'Souvenirs,"'un

Why did Don Bosco give such importance to these pieces of
advice, even though he was not an experienced missionary and
he did not have any specific competence in the area? Without

* BM XI 366. Cf. Cosanp Cnur,e, Da Torino alla Repubblica Argentina. Lettere dei
missionari salesiani, inLetture Cattoliche 286-287 (1876) pp. 57-58.

u' Thus AcostrNo Fevar,o, Il progetto missionario di Don Bosco e i suoi presupposti
storico-dottrinali,LAS, Roma 1976, p. 76; FneNcts DESRAMAUT, Il pensiero missionario
di Don Bosco. Dagli scritti e discorsi del 1870-1885, in Missioni Salesiane 1875-1975,
[,AS, Roma 1976, pp. 49-50.

u' Letter to Don Cagliero (04.12.1875): Epistolario II Ceria, p. 531.
u' Cf. Letter to Don Cagliero (14.11.L876): Epistolario III Ceria, p. ll3l' Lettera a

Don Valentiino Cassinis (07.03.1876): Epistolario lll Ceia, p. 27.
* Jrsus Bonntco, "Recuerdos de San Juan Bosco a los primeros misioneros. Edi-

ci6n critica - Posibles fuentes - Breve comentario en la correspondencia de Don Bosco",
nSS 4 (1988) p. 181, nel quale sono citate parecchie lettere di Don Bosco ai missionari
in Argentina.
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doubt it was because he was very concerned that his young
missionaries should cultivate religious life, personal and com-
munity, remaining faithful to the typically Salesian way of life;
he considered this even more important than being and pre-
senting themselves as able apostles and competent mission-
aries. Everything was based on the awareness that the mission
in Argentina was the first missio ad gentes that he had under-
taken, that his young missionaries would have to create a new
form of apostolate, both among the emigrants and with the in-
digenous peoples, that they would have to transplant a charism
not yet well defined and, what was more, far from himself and
from the religious and cultural environment in which they had
gTown up.

In my opinion, in the 'Souvenirs to the missionaries' one
can see the preoccupation of the Founder, almost the apprehen-
sion of the Fatheruu regarding the fate of the mission; and this
from the dawn of the stupendous Salesian enterprise as was
the presence in Argentina. Some suggestions should also be
noted in order to be an incentive for missionary activities and
foundations, and even more determining, sotne sound adaice
for safely facing up to the present challenge of the ineul-
turation of the Salesian charism. What I am about to refer
to is certainly not everybhing that has to be done, but, and I am
convinced of this, it is the essential; there can be other things,
but this must not be missing. It is Don Bosco who is speahing
to us:

,.We utant souls and nothing else ,,

The supreme objective, the fundamental reason, the point of
departure and the criterion for the d.ssesssfitenf for any kind of

65 In the farewell address Don Bosco said to the missionaries: "I only say that even
though in this moment my soul is saddened at the thought of your departure, my heart
is greatly consoled in seeing our Congregation strengthened." "Never forget that here
in Italy you have a father who loves you in the Lord, and a Congregation that thinks of
you in every circumstance, provides for your needs and will always welcome you as
brothers" (BM XI pp. 361.362).
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effort in Salesian inculturation is not different - nor could it be

- from that of the Congregation, that is the salvation of souls,
nothing else. Don Bosco repeats it to the missionaries from the
very start, in his words of farewell ("God [...] for the good of
their souls is sending you"uu) and in the first of the souvenirs he
gives them ("Seek souls and not money, honours or digni-
ties"u'). He will repeat this constantly in his letters to the
youngest missionaries - a significant fact.ut Ten years later Fr
Lasagna was to write: "We want souls and nothing else, Make
this resound in the ears of our confreres." And on his death
bed, in a moment of "great anguish," to Bishop Cagliero he said
just these words: "Save many souls in the missions."u'

,rAlways remember that God utants us to exert all our en-
ergies for poor and abandoned child,ren>

Among the characteristic features of Don Bosco's mis-
sionary strategy the most distinctive and significant was his
"choice of the worhing classes", "a constant and unwavering
choice which follows the two parallel lines of the poor and the
young... In mission lands this is as clear as the sun."'o Don
Bosco wanted the fundamental option, his personally and that
of the young Congregation, to be transplanted in America by
his first missionaries: he shows this in the fifth piece of advice
("Take special care of the sick, the children, the aged and the
poor""), which he was to repeat with almost the same words

uu BM XI, p.360.
u'BM XI, p. 364.
68 Cf. Lettera al chierico A. Paseri (31.01.1881): Epistolario fV Ceria, p. l0; Lettera

al chierico A. Peretto (31.01.1881): Epistolario [V Ceria, p. Ll; Lettera al chierico L.
Calcagno (31.01.1881): Epistolario IV Ceria, p. 13; Lettera al chierico J. Rodriguez
(31.01.1881): Epistolario IV Ceria, p. 17.

u'BM XVIII, p. 449.
'o SEnASTIANo ceno. Beccro, "La formula missionaria salesiana", in Centenario

delle Missioni Salesiane 1875-1975. Discorsi commemorativi, LAS, Roma 1980, p.43.
" BM XI, p. 364.
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ten years later: "take special care ofthe children, the sick and
the aged."72

A year had not passed since the first expedition and he was
already thinking about sending another "twenty heroes for the
other world", when he writes to Don Cagliero: "Do what you
can to gather together poor young boys, but give the preference
to those, if it is possible to have them, who come from among
the indigenous peoples";" and a fortnight later he was in-
sisting: "Always remember that God wants our efforts to be di-
rected towards the Pampas and Patagonia and towards poor
and abandoned children."" That this special concern was not
merely an opportunistic tactic is clear from his 'Testament,'
when, after having wished for the Congregation "a happy fu-
ture ahead" "prepared by Divine Providence," he adds: "The
world will always welcome us as long as all our concern is for
the under-developed peoples, for poor children, for those mem-
bers of society most in danger,"" To serve and evangelise the
young, and among these those most in need, is the reason for
our being in the Church (C. 6), an element "very specifically
part of Don Bosco's charism".'u In the places where we are sent
we must choose the young, and among these the most wayward
or abandoned, if we want to be true Salesians. It is up to us,
present throughout the world and close to so many young
people, to incarnate God and to inculturate the Salesian mis-
sion.

" Letter /o don Pietro Allavena (24.09.1885): Epistolario IV Ceria, p. 339.
13 Letter /o don Giovanni Cagliero (13.07.1876): Epistolario III Ceria, p. 72.
1a Letter /o don Giovanni Cagliero (01.08.1876): Epistolario III Ceria, p. 81. Don

Cagliero presto se ne persuaderir.
6 BM XWI, p. 250. Don Bosco, Metnorie dal 1841 al 1884-5-G pel sac. Gio. Bosco a'

suoi figliuoli salesiani [Testamento spiritualeJ. Edizione critica curata da Francesco
Motto. Cf. PIorno BnaIoo (ed.), Don Bosco Dducatore, scritti e testimonianze, LAS,
Roma 3J.997, p. 437.

'u PAscuer Cu(lT z, Concluding Address at the GC 26, in "Da mihi animas, cetera
tolle". Chapter Documents GC26, S.D.B. Publishers, Rome 2008, p. 138.
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.A mission haaing been started, efforts should alusays be
rnad,e to set up and consolidate schools,

The missionaries sent by Don Bosco to Argentina did not
'have to' open schools to assist the Italian immigrants nor to
evangelise the indigenous people. If they took the risk of doing
so it was on Don Bosco's precise instructions. "Once a foreign
mission has been founded," he said in the "Spiritual Testa-
ment" it shall be continued with enerry and spirit of sacrifice
Always concentrate your efforts on opening schools."" This is
in fact the missionary stratery put into practice in Patagonia,
so that Don Bosco himself said: "I just want to spend the re-
maining days of my life"", which he did entirely in the field of
education: "opening colleges in the towns bordering the lands
of the Indians, welcoming there the sons of the indigenous
people, and through them drawing close to the adults. It was a
tactic similar to the one which his long experience as an edu-
cator and director of schools had found effective in civilised
places.""

For Don Bosco, t}re Missio ad gentes and education were not
two different or successive apostolic activities; he was con-
vinced (and this is a particular characteristic of his way of car-

rying out the mission in the Church)'o that in order to have an

7 BM XVII, p. 250. Don Bosco, Memorie dal 1841 al 1884-5-6 pel sac. Gio. Bosco a'
suoi figliuoli salesiani [Testamento spirituale]. Edizione critica curata da Francesco
Motto. Cf. Prorno BRaroo (ed.), Don Bosco Educatore, scritti e testimonianze, LAS,
Roma 31997, p. 438.

'8 Don Bosco, Letter to Card. Alessandro Franchi (10.05.1876): Epistolario lll
Ceria, p. 60.

?'0 PIrrno Srnn e, Don Bosco nella Storia della Religiositd cattolica. Vol I: Vita e
Opere, LAS, Rome '1979, p. 174. Cf. Jrsris Bonnsco, "Estrategia misionera de Don
Bosco, in Pietro Braido (ed.), Don Bosco nella Chiesa a seruizio dell'umanitd. Studi e
testimonianze, LAS, Rome 1987, pp. 152-164.

'o The priority given by Don Bosco to education soon gave rise to surprise and
some criticism: "Some people are saying that in Don Bosco's missions in America they
are now only concerned with opening colleges and setting up hostels" (GroveNNI B.
Fnallctsra, Francesco Rarnello, chierico salesiano, missionario nell'America del Sud,
Tip. Salesiana, San Benigro Canavese 1888, p. 117). Fr P Colbachini, a Missionary of
St Charles (Scalabrinian), wrote to a priest friend ofhis in 1887: "The Salesians in Rio,
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effective mission it was necessary to make great efforts in the
education of youth. "The corner stone and the vital principle of
Salesian missionary practice is [...] the redemption of unbe-
Iievers by means of the ministry of education among the youth
and the children ... Where the mission is a Salesian one, along
side and together with the priestly role there should be the
school ministry and teaching. All Salesian houses [...] are a
school ..., a specific means for evangelisation."s'

This strategic choice of Don Bosco, my dear confreres,
should make us think; it is an invitation to rethink and per-
haps even, and why not, reorganise our apostolate: iftheyoung
are "the home ground of our mission" (Fr Egidio Vigand), their
education is the ordinary way in which we reach out to them,
and the stable way of being with them as bearers of the Gospel.
A presence of ours which is not clearly educative, a Province
which does not promote the formation, formal or informal, of
the young, ... how can it be called Salesian? To multiply and re-
enforce the education we offer in the whole world and in each
of our works is the right way to inculturate our charism.

.rGod called the poor Salesian Congregation to prornote
ecclesiastical aoeations among poor youth>>

Once a mission was begun, the effort to set up schools had
as its aim "cultivating vocations for the priesthood and finding
some sisters among the girls."8' For Don Bosco the forming of
vocations was the "hidden" project which guided his most im-

in San Paolo, in Montevideo, Buenos Aires, and all the Salesians in the world, except
for a few in Patagonia, don't concern themselves with the mission [...J They become
teachers and directors ofcolleges ofarts and trades ...: it is a great mission, but it is
very different from what most people would think" (M. FnaxcnscoNt, Inizi della Con-
gregazione Scalabriniana (1886-1888), CSE, Roma 1969, p. 104).

" ALBERTO Cavtcna, "La concezione missionaria di Don Bosco e le sue attuazioni
salesiane", in Omnis tena od.oret Te 24 (L932) pp.5-10.12.20.24-26.

u BM XVII, 250. Don Bosco, Memorie d,al 1841 al 1884-5-6 pel sa.c. Gio. Bosco a'
suoi figliuoli salesiani [Testamento spiritualel. Edizione critica curata da Francesco
Motto. Cf. PIrrno BnaIoo (ed.), Don Bosco Educatore, scritti e testirnonianze, LAS,
Roma'1997, p. 438.
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portant decisions, especially in the field of education." As he
wrote in his 'spiritual Testament,' he was convinced that "God
called on the poor Salesian Congregation to foster ecclesiastical
vocations among boys who were poor or of low social status."'n

Scarcely six months had passed since the first expedition
when, in July L876, he asked for and received permission to
open a novitiate in America; the Salesians - just ten and very
young'u - had discovered, he tells Pius IX, "some boys who
show a desire to become priests, and seven of these having
made their request were accepted into the Salesian Congrega-
tion. It is their desire to become missionaries and, they say, to
go to preach to the under-developed peoples."'u

As well as indicating the enthusiasm for vocations which
the presence of the young missionaries provoked, this note also
reveals Don Bosco's firmest intentions: to see to it that "the
Patagonians evangelise the Patagonians". For him to have na-
tive vocations was "the most suitable means to attract adults to
the faith, to give to Patagonia its new Christian and civilised
face."" Native vocations therefore were the priority means in
advancing and ensuring education and evangelisation in the
missions. "They lvocations] have already begun to appear
among the local people and I hope that from this in a few years
only an occasional expedition [of new missionaries] will be nec-
essary."

" Cf. Antnun J. LeNtr, Doz Bosco. Historia y Carisma. I: Origen: De I Becchi a VaI-
docco. Juan J. Bartolom6 - Jesris G. Graciliano (eds.), CCS, Madrid 2010, pp. 495-96;
Arrnun J. LrNtr, Don Bosco. Historia y Carisma. II: Expansi6n: De Valdocco a Roma.
Juan J. Bartolom6 - Jesris G. Graciliano (eds.), CCS, Madrid 2011, pp. 558-559.574.

* BM XVII, p. 236. Don Bosco, Memorie dal 1841 al 1884-5-6 pel sac. Gio. Bosco a'
suoi figliuoli salesiani [Testamento spirituale]. Edizione critica curata da Francesco
Motto. Cf. PIrrno BneIoo (ed,.), Don Bosco Educatore, scritti e testimonianze, LAS,
Roma'1997, p. 415.

8' AII between the 37 years of age of Don Cagliero and the 20 of the cleric Giovanni
B. Allavena.

'u Cf. MB XII, p. 659. Letter to Pius IX (07.1876): Epistolario III Ceria, p. 70,
u'PIETRo Scoeror,a., Commemorazione ciuile d,i Don Giouanni Bosco nel centenario

della sua morte. TipograL[ra Don Bosco, Roma L988,22.
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"Wherever you go," he writes to Don Fagnano, just ap-
pointed Prefect Apostolic of Southern Patagonia - "try to set
up schools, set up junior seminaries too, so as to cultivate, or at
least seek out some vocations for the Sisters and for the Sale-
sians."88 And in the report presented to Leo XIII, he will list
among the purposes of the Salesian missions in America, "to
open hostels close to the indigenous peoples so that they may
serve as junior seminaries for the most poor and abandoned. In
this way we are making progress in propagating the gospel
among the Indians.""

Don Bosco was so convinced of the urgent need for vocation
promotion among the natives, and of the immediate success it
would have, that before sending the missionaries, he offers
them, again among the 'Souvenirs,' a "small treatise" for the
cultivation of ecclesiastical vocations, concentrated entirely on
love, prevention and frequent reception of the sacraments.e,

That he did not see his dream fulfilled during his lifetime,s'
does not weaken but rather re-enforces the strength of his con-
viction. Like him, we Salesians, "are convinced that many
young people are rich in spiritual potential and give indications
of an apostolic vocation" (C. 28). The lack of vocations experi-
enced in some Provinces and the vocational frailty which oc-
curs to some extent everywhere challenge us even more than in

8e Letter to Don Fagnano (10.08.1885): Epistolario IV Ceria, p. 334. "If in the mis-
sions and in any other way yott come across a young man who gives some hope of the
priesthood, be aware that God is placing a treasure in your hands" (Letter to Dort
Pietro Allavena (24.09.1885) : Epistolario IV Ceria, p. 339. The italics are mine)

" Memoriale on the Salesian Missions presented to Leo XIII (13.04.1880): Episto-
lariolll Ceria, p.569.

'o Josus Bonnrco, "Recuerdos de San Juan Bosco a los primeros misioneros. Edi-
ci6n critica - Posibles fuentes - Breve comentario en la correspondencia de Don Bosco",
RSS 4 (1988) p. 203. The 18th piece ofadvice can be found on p. 208. In the 'Spiritual
Testament' he will bring together and amplify these points regarding vocation min-
istry.

'gr There was to be a delay until 1900 before in the aspirantate in Bernal, Ar-
gentina, there were two sons of natives among the 12 coming from the region of Rio
Negro (LINo CansAJAr, Le missioni salesiane nella Patagonia e regioni magallaniche.
Historical-statistical Study, Salesian Press, San Benigrro Canavese 1900, p. 104).
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Don Bosco's day to create "a vocation culture in every setting,
such that young people may discover life as a call."n'

A ministry which, even if well-planned and effective in its
results, does not promote a vocation culture in our centres
would not be Salesian. The norm, criterion and the process of
the inculturation of the Salesian charism has been and should
remain the promotion of vocations in the Church. The revival
in vocations is not only a proof of the effectiveness of our apos-
tolic work; even more it is the fulfilment of our specific
charism.

,rAbsolutely all of you can become true eaangelical
labourers,

In transplanting the Salesian life and mission in America,
Don Bosco always relied on all the means he could possibly
find, whether in his religious family, in the Church or in so-
ciety. First among them all were the Salesian Brothers, who
were never missing from any expedition starting with the first;
in fact, among the eight pioneers of the mission in Patagonia,
in January 1880, there would also be a Brother, as Don Bosco
had promised the Archbishop of Buenos Aires, not only to do
catechetical work,n' but also to teach "agriculture with the
more usual arts and crafts."sn

More characteristic of Don Bosco's mind was the numerous
presence in very quick time of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians. The first six Salesian Sisters - three of them were
in their teens, while the Superior, Sr. Angela Vallese, was only
24 years of age - joined Don Bosco's missionary project in the

'g" GC26,53.
" "Don Bosco gave them the official title of catechists" (Cpsanr CHmr-a, Da Torino

alla Repubblica Argentina. Lettere dei missionari salesiani, in Letture Cattoliche 286-
287 (1876), p. 36.

Y Letter to Mons. Aneiros (13.09.1879): RAL'L A. ENtnarcas, Los Salesianos en la
Argentina. III, Plus Ultra, Buenos Aires 1969, p. 85
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third expedition, at the end of 1877.'g5 Their presence was quite
a novelty: "it is the first time there will be Sisters [...] in those
remote regions." But soon it was seen as providential; their
proverbial charity contributed "very considerably, without any
doubt, to the conversion of the Indians,"'u and to the education
ofpoor and abandoned girls. By 1884 they had educated about
a hundred girls and brought the same number to an edifying
life. In 1900 there were already the first native professed."
Sharing the same missionary practice, Salesians and Salesian
Sisters together transplanted the Salesian life and charism in
America.

"Co-apostles of Patagonia", "an instrument in the salvation
of thousands of young children,"" were the Cooperators, al-
ready present and at work in the old and in the new continent,
and seen by Don Bosco as his external face, the moral, spiritual
and material support of his apostolic endeavours. When "offi-
cially invited to take over the care of Patagonia," he says that
"the time of mercy has come for those indigenous people,"
writing to the Cooperators declaring that only "full of trust in
God and in your charity I accepted this arduous enterprise.""
Faith in God and confidence in the charity of good souls were
the resources which underpinned his apostolic dreams. For this
reason he saw the presence of Cooperators "almost as a neces-
sity for every Salesian house so that it can have life and in-
crgase."too

$ BM XIII, pp.235.241-243.
* "Los verdaderos h6roes del desierto", it La Arnirica d'el Sur 4 (1880) 1152.

'g? Cf LtNo Canre.nr,, Le rnissione salesiane nella Patagonia e regione magallaniche.
Historical-statistical Study, Salesian Press, San Benigno Canavese 1900, pp. 63-64'
104-105.

'u "Three thoughts of Don Bosco to the Cooperators" (28.01.1886), in Bollettino
Salesiano 3 (1886) p. 32.

* Cf. "Don Bosco ai benemeriti Cooperatori e Cooperatricl" , irr Bollettino Salesiano
1 (1886) p. 3. In preparing the expedition in 1886 he once again appealed to their
charity: "listen with me to the voice of the dear missionraries and to the cry which so
many of the poor of those far-off lands raise to .us" (Circolare ai Cooperatori
[15.10.1886]: Epistolario fV Ceria, p. 362).

'* "Monsignor Cagliero nel Chili", in Bolletino Salesiano I (1887) 110.
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Always under pressure to respond to the missionaries' need
"for personnel and money", Don Bosco wanted to increase the
group ofthe Cooperators: young people and adults, priests and
laity, bishops and even the Pope'o' were invited by him to take
up his apostolic project: "all of you here," he will say in his fa-
mous conference at Valdocco on 19 March 1876, "priests, stu-
dents, artisans and coadjutors, all of you can become true evan-
gelical labourers in the Lord's vineyard."'o'

There is no doubt; having seen the unlimited horizons of his
missionary project and conscious of his own insufficiency and
that of his institutions, Don Bosco sought ever wider forms of
collaboration, giving rise in fact and quite intentionally to a
movement both ecclesial and civil, "a vast movement of persons
who, in different ways work for the salvation of the young"
[and who] live in communion with each other, share the same
spirit.. continue the mission he began" (C. 5). Making the Sale-
sian Family "a true apostolic movement on behalf of the
young"103 is for us, not only a way of acting so as to change
hearts, minds and structures, but a good way to inculturate the
charism. It is an expression of fidelity to Don Bosco. It is up to
us to make our own what Don Bosco had so much at heart, and
to promote it in his way and for the same ends.

,<Let the usorld hnout that you are poor>>

First among the 'Souvenirs,' as though it were the basic
principle of the evangelising efforts of the missionaries, Don
Bosco wrote: "Seek souls and not money." He was not un-
familar with the situation in which most of the Italian priests
who had come to accompany the thousands of immigrants were
living in Argentina. "It pains me deeply to say this," the arch-

'o' Cf. Letter to Don Giovanni Cagliero (01.08.1876): Epistolario III Ceria, p. 81.
MB XIII pp. 496, 606

'o'BM XII, p. 459.
s. GC26, 31.
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bishop of Buenos Aires wrote "but the majority come to make
money and nothing else."'on

Precisely because the shortage of resources, of personnel
and funding was proverbial in Don Bosco's apostolic undertak-
ings, and since "ours ought to be real poverty ... in our rooms,
our clothes, our food, books and journeys, etc.,"tot the first mis-
sionaries lived in straightened circumstances and in the midst
of great diffrculties; when Fr Tomatis was asked what they usu-
ally ate in community, he replied with a smile: "In the morning
bread and onions; in the evening onions and bread."'ou

It is not surprising that Don Bosco did not insist too much
on this subject in the letters he sent to the missionaries; he
seemed to be more concerned, and considerably so, about the
debts incurred, the restitution of loans, which was a topic con-
tained in the regular communications to the Cooperators. His
was a poverty which was austere, industrious, full of ideas ("in
our straightened circumstances we shall make every sacrifice
to come to your aid"'o'), supported by an unfailing trust in
Providence. But precisely for this reason, since the first mis-
sionary communities survived "on loans and without any or-
ganised cooperation"tot, much more significant is Don Bosco's
advice: "Let the world know that you are poor in clothing, food
and abode, and you will be rich in the eyes of God and will win
the hearts of men."

For Don Bosco poverty in one's personal life was an indis-
putable virtue, but not a lack of means in the works of educa-

t,a Letter of Mons. Aneiros to Don Bosco (18.12.1875): MB XI, p. 603.

'o'MB D(, p. 701.

'* Cronaca di San Nicol6s de los Arroyos (1875-1876) pag. 10: ASC F910.

'o' Letter to Don Giovanni Cagliero (06.08.1885): Epistolario IV Ceria, p. 328. Cf.
Letter to Don Giacomo Costamagna (31.01.1881): Epistolario IV Ceria, p.7; Circolare ar
Cooperatori Salesiani (15.10.1886): Epistolario IV Ceria, pp. 360-363.

'ou JuAN E. Brr,z,c., Luis Lasagna, el obispo misionero. Introducci6n a la historia
salesiana del Uruguay, el Brasil y el Paraguay, Editorial Don Bosco, Buenos Aires 1969,
p. 169.
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tion.'oe As the fundamental recommendation addressed to all
Salesians, he left written in his 'Spiritual Testament': "Love
poverty [...] Let no one be able to say: these furnishings do not
suggest poverty, the poor do not eat or dress or have rooms like
this. Whoever gives cause for remarks of this kind brings disas-
ter upon our Congregation, which must be able to pride itself on
its vow of poverty. Woe to us if those from whom we seek alms
are able to say that we live an easier life than they do." And he
linked the future of the Congregation to the poverty of life of its
members: "Divine Providence has prepared a happy future for
our Congregation [...] When the desire for ease and comfort
grows up among us our pious Society will have run its course."

As Jesus sent his first apostles as poor men ordering them
not to take anything for the journey, since they had the gospel
(cf. Mk 6,8), Don Bosco wanted his Salesians to be poor so as to
have their treasure in poor youth: "all our concern is for the
under-developed peoples, for poor children, for those members
of society most in danger. This is our real wealth which no one
will envy and no one will take from 11s."110

Those for whom we work in the first place, the young
people most in need are the reason for our 'espousing' apostolic
poverty, our witness of it "helps the young to overcome their
selfish possessive instinct and opens them to the Christian
sense of sharing" (C. 73). Proclaiming with our life that God is
our only treasure, detaches us from everything that makes us
insensitive to God while it opens us up and makes us available
to the needs of the young. Truly living evangelical poverty
wherever we have been sent, in addition to realising the true
meaning of cetera tolle, helps us to incarnate the Salesian

'0s An anecdote told by Don Rinaldi about Don Bosco's thoughts on Salesian
poverty can been found in: BM XIV pp. 435.

110 Don Bosco, Memorie dal 1841 al 1884-5-6 pel sac. Gio. Bosco a' suoi figliuoli
salesiani [Testamento spirituale]. Edizione critica curata da Francesco Motto.
Cf. Pmrno Bneoo (ed.), Don Bosco Ed.ucatore, scritti e testimonianze, [,AS, Roma 31g97,

p. 435. 437-438.
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charism: it is in fact a sure criterion which guides its implanta-
tion and provides a means of assessment wherever and when-
ever it is implemented.

"With the gentleness of Saint Franeis of Sales the Sale-
sians will d.raw to Jesus Christ the peoples of America,

Don Bosco thought of the missionary activity in America as
a continuation of what he had done and was considering doing
in Turin and in the other foundations in Europe. "The cherished
objectives of this mission" he wrote to the Pope were "to make
provision for the Italians and to try something in the pampas
[...] The first is already in hand t...1 With regard to the second,
to bring the gospel to the under-developed peoples, it has been
determined to open colleges, hostels, centres near those
tribes.""'The Salesian prefered option for schools and for the
young in the missions was for Don Bosco a well-established con-
viction; however, evangelising by educating or as he put it
"drawing close to the great mass of the people through the edu-
cation of poor youth", was, in so far as it was a missionary
method, a novelty which was not intelligible to everyone. In ad-
dition, although already in use it could lead to some failures,
since as Don Bosco thought, "those to whom the education of
the young is entrusted either do not use a suitable method, or
are lacking in the right spirit, or are not capable.""'

Therefore in the 'Souvenirs' for the missionaries, he again
draws attention to the Preventive System. In fact there was no
real need. In sending his own people to mission lands, all he did
was to transplant the major options, the pedagogical method
and the style of education which he had used at Valdocco, and in
which his missionaries had grown up and been educated. Nev-
ertheless he was to insist on apostolic charity ("Seeh souls ...",

"' Offrcial Report to Pius D( (16.06.1876), page 4: ASC A8290109.
"' Don GtulIo BARBERIS, Cronichetta, Quaderno 8, pag. 75: ASC 40000108. Cf. MB

XII, pp. 279-280.
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"tahe special cure of the sich, of the young, of the old and of the
poor ...) experienced as both fraternal charity ("Loue one anoth-
er aduise one another conect one another, and neuer be caried
away by anger or ro,ncour, let the good of one be the good of all
... )"' and pedagogical charity ("Charity, patience and gentleness,
no humiliating reprimands, no punishments euer. Be hind to
eueryone you can reach, and do no harm to anybody. This applies
to the Salesians whether they are anxong themselues, the pupils,
the boarders or others")"n.

Although Don Bosco took for granted the practice of his style
of education, it was not easy to transplant it in American lands.
Not all the Salesian houses, Don Rua writes to Bishop Cagliero,
"are directed with gentleness and with the preventive system";
and Don Bosco was to send to Don Costamagna, the Provincial
from 1880, after the death of Don Bodrato, a letter which could
be considered a short treatise on the Founder's thinking about
education: "The preventive system really is our own; never
harsh punishments, never words which humiliate, no severe re-
proaches in the presence of others . . . Use should be made of neg-
ative punishments, and always in a way so that those who are
warned become our friends more than before, and never go away
feeling humiliated by us ... Gentleness in speech, in action, in
advising wins over everything and everyone."l1s

Today as yesterday, in other continents just as in the past it
was in America, there are real challenges to putting the preven-
tive system into practice, due to cultural reasons, or to changes
in the world of youth. First of all one notes, here and there, dif-
ficulty in understanding it and putting it into practice, and often
a attitude towards to the young which is not Salesian is justified

'* BM XI, pp. 364-365. Jrsus Bonnrco, "Recuerdos de San Juan Bosco a los
primeros misioneros. Edici6n critica - Posibles fuentes - Breve comentario en la corre-
spondencia de Don Bosco", -RSS 4 (1988) pp.207-208.

"'BM XVII, p. 578
"' Letter to Don Giacomo Costamagna (10.08.1885): Epistolario IV Ceria, pp. 332-

JOD.
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on the grounds that, in that part of the world it is for adults to
speak and take the lead, and that all the young have to do is
obey. In other cases, the educational method is marked by an au-
thoritarian style which leaves no room for reason and much Iess
for loving kindness. Finally, in other parts of the world, it be-
comes really difficult to know how to interpret and to incarnate
the preventive system, especially where cultural changes have
brought the young to a high level of self sufficiency, so that they
feel that they have all the rights possible without any of the re-
sponsibility.

It is absolutely necessary to know the preventive system well
if we are to develop its great potential, modernise its applica-
tions, re-interpret its great basic ideas (the greater glory of God
and the salvation of souls; a living faith, a firm hope, theological-
pastoral charity; the good Christian and the upright citizen;
cheerfulness, study and piety; health, study and holiness; piety,
morality, culture; evangelisation and civilisation), the great
methodological guidelines (making oneself loved before making
oneself feared; reason, religion, loving kindness; father, brother.
friend; friendliness especially in recreation; winning over the
heart; plenty of freedom to jump, run, shout at will). AIl of this
for the formation of new young people capable of changing this
world.

I feel I really must say that the preventive system is an es-

sential element of our charism, which needs to be known, up-
dated according to philosophical, anthropological, theological,
scientific, historical and pedagogical developments, and that its
inculturation in the varied contexts - economic, social, political,
cultural and religious in which those we work for are living is in-
dispensible, if we really want to be faithful to Don Bosco and to
inculturate his charism. I would dare to say that this is one of
the most urgent tasks facing the Congregation.
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,,Constantly promote d,euotion to Mary Help of Chris-
tians and to the Blessed Sacrannent>>

An essential element in the Salesian mission is the presence
of Mary, a typically evangelical conviction (cf. Jn 2,L.L2; Acts
1,14) and a certainty of faith deeply lived by Don Bosco."u This
active presence of Mary in the life of the Church has been well-
described by the title of Help of Christians. Don Bosco's sou-
venir to the missionaries recommends this "devotion" which
needs to be carefully cultivated. "Here not a day shall pass," he
said in his farewill address, "without our praying for them [the
first missionariesl to Mary Help of Christians, and I believe that
Mary who now blesses their departure, will not fail to bless the
progress of their mission.""'

With the use of the title of "Mary Help of Christians" the
Salesian charism is opened up to the missionary dimension, and
a feature of Salesian missionary activity is the spreading among
the people of devotion to Mary Help of Christians, the celebration
of the principal Marian feasts, the publication of booklets and
holy pictures, the building of Marian churches in every part of
the world, the visible expression of the diffusion of Don Bosco's
apostolic and educational charism. "The Holy Virgin Mary" - he
wrote in his 'Spiritual Testament" "will continue most certainly
to protect our Congregation and Salesian houses, if we persevere
in our trust in her and continue promoting her devotion.""'

"6 It is Don Bosco's constant wish and prayer for the missionaries: May Mary
guide you to win many souls, and to reach heaven: cf. Letter to Mons. Cagliero
(10.02.1885): Epistolario IV Ceria, p. 314; Letter to Don Costamagna (10.08.1885):
Epistolario IV Ceria, p.333; Letter to Don Tomatis (14.08.1885): Epistolario IV Ceria,
p.337; Letter to Don Lasagla (30.09.1885): Epistolario [V Ceria, pp. 340-341.

1'? BM XI, p. 361. On the eve of the departure Don Bosco gave Don Cagliero a list
of recommendations and errands he had written down, which ended like this: "Do the
best you can: God will do what we cannot do. Leave everything to Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament and to Mary Help of Christians and you will realise what miracles are" (BM
XI, p. 369).

1r BM XVII, p. 235. Don Bosco, Memorie dal 1841 al 1884-5-6 pel sac. Gio. Bosco a'
suoi figliuoli salesiani [Testamento spirituale]. Edizione critica curata da Francesco
Motto. Cf. PIETRo Bneroo (ed.), Don Bosco Educatore, scritti e testimonianze, LAS,
Rome 31997, p. 415.



THE RECTOR MAJOR 53

The tradition, uninterrupted since 1875, of consigning the
crucifix to departing missionaries in the Basilica of Mary Help of
Christians expresses that conviction and at the same time be-
comes the basic condition for the renewal of the Salesian
charism in all times. Mary as she is represented in the painting
by Lorenzone, is Mother of the Church and the Queen of the
Apostles, who assists and accompanies Salesian work in the
world. The crucifix which is consigned is an expression of the
real possibility of being called by God towards horizons of gen-
erosity without limit. For so many sons of Don Bosco, courage
and fidelity have made them capable of giving their lives in mar-
tyrdom.

A typical consequence of this pastoral and educational ap-
proach, which gives visible prominence to the presence of Mary
Help of Christians through the building of churches and the
erection of statues dedicated to her, is the victory over any ten-
dency to take up opposing positions, and to have recourse to vi-
olence, by the promotion of a culture of peace and of reconcilia-
tion among peoples, groups and families, emphasising her pres-
ence as the "Star of Evangelisation" at the birth and expansion
of the Church.

Of particular significance for us is the putting of Marian de-
votion side by side with the sacramental relationship with the
Lord Jesus in the Eucharist. This shows that our entrustment
to Mary reaches its high point in recognising her as "woman of
the eucharist"lle' the more Mary makes us eucharistic minded,
so much the more she carries out her mission, that of leading us
to Jesus, of making us carry Jesus within us, of teaching us to
make of our lives a sacrifice pleasing to God, in union with the
perfect sacrifice of the Son. In the typical Salesian way of seeing
things, the work of education and evangelisation find in the re-

"e Cf. JouN Paul II, Ecclesia d,e Eucharistia. Encyclical letter on the Eucharist in
its relationship to the Church (17.04.2003) 53-58.
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lationship with the Lord Jesus and Mary the "columns," the
support and the expression of a strong faith in God to whom
nothing is impossible, and trust in Mary in whom God "has done
great things" (Lk 1,49).

What should we think, dear confreres, of Salesian founda-
tions, sometimes more than a hundred years old, where we have
not succeeded in making our youngsters and co-workers feel the
maternal presence of Mary, or even worse, where we have allowed
a progressive separation from Christ in the Eucharist to spread?
Can we call them 'Salesian,' even though they continue to edu-
cate and evangelise? I sincerely believe that if we want to remain
faithful to our Father's original project, Mary has to return as
the motive and guide of our evangelisation, and the Eucharist as
its centre of gravity and its missionary nature.

Conclusion

My dear confreres, as a Congregation we have a splendid his-
tory of the inculturation of the Gospel in mission lands. There
have been, and there still are Salesians who have fully taken
their place among the people, learning their language, rebuild-
ing their world-view, collecting their traditions and customs,
writing books of grammar and dictionaries, defending their
lands and their institutions, setting up federations of native
peoples. It is a history of which we cannot but be proud. Our
recognition, our esteem and admiration, our gratitude go to
them all. None the less, in this letter I wanted rather to deal
with the subject of inculturation from the point of view not so
much of the gospel as of the charism, so as to indicate that in
every continent (Europe, America, Asia, Africa, Oceania, andthe
Digital Continent), in every kind of context (social, political, cul-
tural and religious) and type of work (formal education, non-
formal, informal, primary level, secondary level, university level
of evangelisation or mission, of social development) the charism
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has to be inculturated. This is the reason for pointing out the
criteria indicated by Don Bosco himself in his 'Souvenirs' to the
first missionaries. In fact, these continue to be our reference
point. Neither those to whom we are sent, not the mission, nor
the method are optional for us. They have been given to us as an
inheritance to be taken up, safeguarded and developed.

I would like to conclude with two passages as eloquent as

they are demanding from the post-synod exhortation "Vita Con-
secrata", which, speaking precisely about the mutual enrich-
ment of inculturation and charism says: "The challenge of in-
culturation ought to be taken up by consecrated persons as a
call to fruitful cooperation with grace in facing cultural diversi-
ty. This presupposes serious personal preparation, mature gifts
of discernment, faithful adherence to the indispensable criteria
of doctrinal orthodoxy, moral integrity and ecclesial communion.
Supported by the charism of their founders and foundresses,
many consecrated persons have been able to approach cultures
other than their own with the attitude of Jesus, who "emptied
himself, taking the form of a servant" (Phil 2:7). With patient
and courageous efforts to initiate dialogue, they have been suc-
cessful in establishing contact with the most diverse peoples,
proclaiming to all of them the way of salvation."o And in the fol-
Iowing number the exhortation adds: "In turn, a genuine incul-
turation will help consecrated persons to live the radical nature
of the Gospel according to the charism of their Institute and the
character of the people with whom they come into contact. This
fruitful relationship can give rise to ways of life and pastoral ap-
proaches which can bring enrichment to the whole Institute,
provided that they are consistent with the founding charism and
with the unifying action of the Holy Spirit.""'

With you all I want to start this period of three years in
preparation for the bicentenary of the birth of Don Bosco, which

,ro vc 79.
",yc 90.
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ought to be for us all a real renewal, spiritual, missionary, edu-
cational, charismatic. To Mary Help of Christians our mother
and teacher I entrust each and every one ofyou.

7a



2. GUIDELINES AND DIRECTIVES

2.1 GUIDELINES FOR APPOINTING A LAY
MAN OR WOMAN AS PROVINCIAL DELEGATE
FOR SOCIAL COMMUNICATION

FT FiIibETtO GONZALEZ PLASENCIA
General Councillor for Social Communication

Our missionl, practical needs and the Salesian Magisteri-
um's wderstanding today of new culture and social communi-
cation', all lead us to appreciate the intrinsic relationship be-
tween education, communication, and evangelisation, and the
changing times in which we live'. These lead me, after reflection
with the Department team, to offer some food for thought and
some criteria which can help introduce lay Provincial delegates
into this field. Such individuals can share our spirit and the
Salesian mission openly and in an up-to-date way in the spirit of
the Church (Vatican II) and justified by our charismatic per-
spective (GC24). Not to take decisive steps in the social commu-
nication area means not only being left behind in the race, but
finding ourselves off- track, becoming mere observers and critics
of the cultural and technical evolution which is part of the lives
of those to whom we are sent.

' C. 43 We work in the social communication sector. This is a signifrcant freld of
activity which constitutes one of the apostolic priorities of the Salesian mission.

Our Founder had an instinctive grasp of the value of this means of mass educa-
tion, which creates culture and spreads patterns of life; he showed great originality in
the apostolic undertakings which he initiated to defend and sustain the faith of the
people.

Following his example we utilize as God's gift the great possibilities which social
communication offers us for education and evangelization. R 31 34, 41.

'Don Ecrnro VIceNo, La Cornunicazione Sociale ci interpella, ACG 302 (p. 3-33);
Don JuaN E. Vnccur, La Cornunicazione Sociale nella missione salesiana, ACG 370
(p. 3-44); Don Pascuar, Ctt/vnz, Con il coraggio di Don Bosco nelle nuoue frontiere della
Comunicazione Sociale, ACG 390 (p. 3-57).

' Cf. Message of His Holiness BrNrlrct XVI for the XLIII World Communications
Day, 2009 - New Technologies, New Relationships. Promoting a Culture of Respect, Dia-
logue and Friendship.
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The Church has realised the importance of communication
in the new culture. This is why Pope Benedict XVI has created a
new Pontifical Council for Evangelisation and Culture, placing
new evangelisation at the centre of digital culture, with its new
technologies and languages. The Rector Major, Fr Pascual
Chdvez, when he touches on the subject, quotes GC26 L04 I 5:
"... the need... to change our mentality and modify our structures,
mouing from...a timid attitude and sporadic presence in the me-
dia to one of responsible use and a m.ore incisiue educatiue and
euangelising animation " I note, and not as a secondary thing,
that the Pope has appointed the Rector Major as a consultant for
the new Council, because the gospel, youth and communication
are the basis of the future for the Church.

It is a fact that the gradual decrease in the number of Sale-
sians urges the vast majority of the confreres to strive for better
personal and community witness and restructure Provinces and
works in order to be more amongst the young, while some oth-
ers, we see, try to multiply their work despite the lack of per-
sonnel, with resulting increased anxiety which leads to mental,
physical, vocational exhaustion and more; some others just give
in and accept ttre status quo,let things die slowly because they
have lost the dream, the creative call, the passion for God and
the salvation of youth. Herewith the need to recognise and val-
ue the baptised lay person and his or her valuable complemen-
tarity and cooperation in the field of religion and the Salesian
mission, more so when there are few Salesian personnel trained
in the field. It is one way today of being Church and walking
with Don Bosco and the times.

First of all I offer some general considerations:

I We are aware of the importance of the communications
Sector and its Delegation on behalf of the mission of the en-
tire Province.

r There is a strong desire in all of us to transform our lives
according to the spirit and teaching of Vatican II and the
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GC24, including in this area, by sharing our spirit and mis-
sion with the laity.

r We recognise realistically that there are few Salesians spe-
cialised in the field and with little opportunity to devote
themselves to it full time.

r We are aware that the burden of responsibility on an indivi-
dual Salesian can lead to a fragmented personal presence,
weak image, superficial interventions, poor results.

r We value lay people who have a solid Christian and Salesian
preparation, with training and experience in this freld, and
who are capable of working in a team with other delega-
tions and sectors for the Salesian Mission: Youth Ministry
Missions, without forgetting Formation and Economyn.

On the basis of these guidelines I offer some practical crite-
ria that may be of help when it is thought appropriate to entrust
the Delegation for Social Communication in a Province to a lay
man or woman, a practice increasingly common in a number of
our Provinces:

1. Any kind of Delegation is within the competence of
the Provincial, so it is carried out under his leadership,
direction and responsibility. Communication, therefore, as
a sector of the Salesian Mission, has the Provinicial at its
head.

2. The Social Communication Delegation must carry
out its activities according to the principles of the
charism and the Congregation: Constitutions and Reg-
ulations, General Chapters, the Magisterium of Lhe Rector
Major and his Council and, in particular, the principles and
guidelines of the new Salesian Social Communication Sys-
tem (SSCS 20LL), and those which come from the SC De-
partment.

n Dtnozlowe Grmenaln Opnns DoN Bosco (Social Communication Department)
Guidelines for the Salesian Congregation: Salesian Social Communication System
(2'd edition), Rome 2011.
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3. The Provincial delegates leadership in SC under-
stood as a sector, field, and cultural, social and pas-
toral dimension of the mission, but not the respon-
sibility to govern, to people with a satisfactory level of
knowledge and Salesian identification who are trained and
involved and not only skilled in SC.

4. The SC Delegation, as for the Delegations for other
sectors, operates in function of the Congregation's
mission in a particular Province, and is part of its
structure and strategic plan (OPP). Other specific
plans results from this, including the Provincial Social
Communication Plan (PSCP) and, within this, but with
particular relevance to it, the Provincial Social Communi-
cation Formation Plan (PSCFP).

5. The SC Delegation's service takes the form of structures
and processes which do not run parallel with but in team-
work and mutual harmony with other Delegations
for the Provincial Mission. All departments and sectors
serve the mission, and from this arises the need for team-
work and harmony. Autonomy, however, is necessary be-
cause of specific content, methodologies and processes.

6. The Provincial, in agreement with his Council, may
delegate a la5rperson for SC leadership/animation,
preferably from the Salesian Family, beginning with an
agreed trial period, and then if this is successfully complet-
ed by drawing up a contract for a determined period, but
allowing, by mutual agreement, for the possibility of bring-
ing this contract to an end if the work is not carried out as
agreed in the contract. Likewise, at the conclusion of the
contract, the Provincial may re-appoint the same or anoth-
er lay person, or a consecrated Salesian, who can carry out
this service to the Province on a full-time basis.

7. There are no people already made for a Delegation, as it is
with Salesians. Lay people must be formed over time.
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They should not be asked to be the same as religious, but
they collaborate with the riches of their baptism and their
specialisation for the Salesian mission, a practice intro-
duced by Don Bosco and now supported by the Rector Ma-
jor and by Salesian teaching

8. The Provincial and his Council are to offer the SC
Delegate effective support, Salesian formation and pro-
fessional development in view of personal development, the
sector itself and the Salesian mission entrusted to the
Province. The world today is immersed in communication
and it depends on it. It is not just a question of tools, but
the social, cultural, pastoral and technological environment
in which we live.

9. The Provincial will provide the Delegate with a
team with which he or she will be able to carry out the
Provincial role in the best way possible and offer support
by making the appointments he considers necessary.

10. The Delegate, in agreement with the SC Team, will
prepare and present communication projects for the
Province (in agreement with the Delegates for YM
and Missions) and for formation to communication
(in agreement with the Councillor for Formation).
These will be in line with the OPB EPP and the SSCS (Sale-

sian Social Communication System: service, animation, for-
mation, information and business - production), so that the
Provincial and his Council can review and approve them.

11. The Delegate will provide the Provincial and his
Council with a quarterly account of planning and
work and use of personal time, according to an agreed
schedule or whenever the Provincial considers it conve-
nient (lwitten into the work contract).

L2. It is appropriate for the SC Delegate and Delega-
tions for Youth Ministry and Missions to work in
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close relationship - the same applies for Formation
and Finance - creating stronger and increased teamwork
on behalf of the Province's mission and in its service, bear-
ing in mind the differences and respecting the variety of
sectors, areas, methods, roles and tasks. They should work
by mutual agreement, following written guidelines which
do not depend on the personal whim of whoever is in
charge at the time.

13. If the Provincial appoints a lay person as a Coordi-
nator and a Salesian as Delegate, the Coordinator should
also take part in national or international SC meetings,
since it is this person who has the role not merely nominal
of collaboration in the ordinary work of the Delegation.

L4. The Provincial motivates the Province (SDBs and lay
people who work with us) by providing the criteria on
which he has based his choice and decision, and presents
and supports the delegate in his or her role and function in
the structure and organisation of the Province, OPP and
overall teamwork among the Provincial Delegations for the
mission.

It is my hope that these guidelines can help the Provinces,
especially the Provincials and their Councils, to provide an ever
better service to the Salesian Mission. The Social Communica-
tion Department, with its Salesian and lay personnel, is always
available to offer its help. May Mary Help of Christians contin-
ue to guide us in our service to those the Lord has entrusted
to us.
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4.1 Chronicle of the Rector Major

- April 2011

The Rector Major began the
month of April in residence. On
the morning of 1 April, in addition
to his normal office work he re-
ceived several people including the
Provincial of Milan, Fr. Agostino
Sosio. In the evening, in the Vati-
can, he had a meeting with H. E.
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone.

On Sunday morning 3 April he
presided at Mass for the Provin-
cial Council and the local Superi-
ors of the FMA Province ILS. In
the evening ofthat day he gave zul

introduction tothe Retreat for the
Prouincial Councils, Rectors and
Superiors of the ICC Province of
the Salesians and the ILS and IRO
Provinces of the Daughters of
Mary Help of Christians.

Between Monday 4 and Satur-
day 9 April Fr ChSvez led the Re-
treat, giving a meditation in the
morning and a conference in the
afternoon. The Retreat ended
with Mass on Saturday morning.

On Monday morning 11, Fr
Chixez received the Mother Gen-
eral ofthe Sisters ofCharity ofJe-
sus, Sr Apollinaris Yukiro Shimu-
ra, accompanied by the Sisters of
the General Council and by the

Provincials. He then gave a short
talk to the Vatican Press person-
nel, and at 11.00 started the In-
termediate Session of the General
Council, which was to keep the
Rector Major and the Councillors
busy until Tuesday 19 April, with
one or two meetings each day.

There were other engagements
during the week, including vari-
ous visitors and meetings. Among
the visitors was the Provincial of
Hungary Fr Simon Majooran, on
13,and Fr Miran Sajovic and Fr
Roberto Spataro from the Faculty
of Christian and Classical Litera-
ture at the I-IPS, on the 14. Among
the meetings on 12 there was one
with the leaders and those re-
sponsible for the Associations of
Volunteers in different areas of
the Congregation.

On Thursday 14, after the first
meeting of the Council the Rector
Major went to the Chamber of
Deputies for a seminar on the
"150 Years of United Italy and the
presence of the Salesians 'Making
the Italians ... with education"' on
the occasion of the publication of
the two volumes: Salesiani di don
Bosco. 150 anni di educazione in
Italia (edited by Francesco Motto)



and Le Figlie di Maria Ausili-
atrice in ltalia (1872-2010). Donne
nell'educazione (edited by Grazia
Loparco - Maria Teresa Spiga).

At midday on Saturday 16, he
went to the Nunciature Apostolic.
In the afternoon he received Mr.
Angelo Orsini, President of the
'Auxilium' Association of Chiari
(BS), with his family.

On Sunday 17,the Rector Major
presided at the Palm Sunday
Mass. After supper he gave the
Good Night to the confreres from
the UPS and the Generalate who
were making their Retreat.

On Tuesday morning 19 April,
the Intermediate Session of the
General Council concluded. In the
afternoon the Rector Major left
for Venice to spend two days with
the Salesian Community and the
EPC of Astori at Mogliano Veneto.
On his arrival he was welcomed by
the Provincial Fr Eugenio Riva,
and by the Rector of the commu-
nity Fr Maurizio Tisato. Arriving
in Astori he said evening prayer
with the community, and after
supper took part in the show
"Tracce di cielo"put on by the the-
atre group from Chioggia, which
ended with his Good Night.

On Wednesday 20, during the
morning Fr Ch6vez met all sec-
tions ofthe School, visited the var-
ious departments of the Centre

and in the afternoon preached a
short period ofrecollection for the
members of the Educative Com-
munity of Mogliano Veneto and
the teachers from Este, which
ended with Mass.

On Thursday 21 he returned to
Rome and in the evening, presided
at the HoIy Thursday celebration.

On Saturday 23, at 22.00 he
presided at the Easter Vigil with
the confreres of the Generalate
community and a group of the
faithful. The following day, Easter
Sunday, before Mass the Rector
Major received Dr. Magdi Cris-
tiano Allam.

Early on Wednesday morning 27
April, accompanied by Fr Nino
Zingale, Fr Ch5vez left for Lu-
bumbashi, for the celebration of
the centeruary of Salesian preserlce
in the Dem.ocratic Republic of the
Congo. On their arrival they were
met by the Regional, Fr Guillermo
Basafies; by the Provincial, Fr
Joachim Tshibangu and his Coun-
cil and by a large number of con-
freres; by the Provincial Sr
Bernardette Chongo Cola and
many Daughters of Mary HeIp of
Christians; by members of the
Salesian Family, Friends of Don
Bosco and young people. They
were then taken to the 'Theolog-
icum'where there was an offrcial
welcomingceremony and the Rec-
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tor Major replied with a message.
In the evening they were invited
to supper by the Governor ofthe
Region, Mr. Moise Katumbi Chap-
we and his wife.

The whole of Thursday morning
28, was spent at the 'Theolog-
icum', where the Rector Major
met most of the confreres, Sale-
sians in formation and the pren-
ovices. Following his formal ad-
dress Fr Chdvez talked with those
present. Then the Rector Major
paid a visit to the sick and those in
the Don Bosco Clinic. After lunch
he returned to the Provincial
house and then in the evening
went to call on Archbishop Jean-
Pierre Tafunga, SDB.

On Friday morning 29, at the
Cit6 des Jeunes the Rector Major
celebrated the Centenary with the
young people of the Salesian
Youth Movement of the Province
and the boys and girls from the
houses of the SDB and the FMA.
In the afternoon he met the Sale-
sian Family.

He spent Saturday 30 at Kanse-
bula. On his arrival he was wel-
comed at the Cathedral by Bishop
Gaston Ruvezi SDB, with the
priests of his diocese. He then
greeted the children from the
Shibukeni Primary School, the
students from the Kwesu Senior
School and those for the FMA Col-

lege. Then he went to the Salesian
cemetery, where he paid his re-
spects to the six Salesian pioneers
and founders ofthe Salesian pres-
ence in the Congo, and then met
the community of the FMA
novices and a group ofthe Sisters
who were making a Retreat at
Kwesu. At Kansebula he then met
the SDB novices and postnovices.
After lunch before returning to
the Provincial house he was wel-
comed by Bishop Ruvezi in his
house and had a meeting with
some of his close collaborators and
visited the School.

- May 2011

On Sunday 1 May, the Rector
Major presided at the Solemn
Centenary Concelebration in
which the whole Salesian Family
took part, and during which 8 con-
freres made the perpetual profes-
sion: six from this AFC Province
and two others from AFO.

On Monday morning 2, accom-
panied by the Regional, Fr
Guillermo Basafles, by the Provin-
cial Fr Joachim Tshibangu and
other Councillors and by the Rec-
tors of the houses in Kinshasa, Fr
Chixez left for that city. After be-
ing welcomed at the airport, they
immediately went to Masina,
where there was a celebration in-



cluding the inauguration of a stat-
ue of Don Bosco, the blessing of a
new bell for the Church of Mary
Help of Christians, Holy Mass,
lunch and a concert ending with
the Good Night . Later the Rector
Major visited the "Caf6 Mozart" of
the FMA, who gave him supper.

On Tuesday 3, at Masina there
was a meeting together with Mass
with the confreres of the three
communities in the Kinshasa
area. He then left for the airport
for the return journey to Rome.

Having arrived in Rome on 4
May, in the afternoon after lunch
the Rector Major greeted a group
of Bishops from the Bengal Re-
gion of India, including two Sale-
sians, the Archbishop of Calcutta,
Mons. Lucas Sirkar and Bishop
Joseph Gomes of the diocese of
Krishnagar, who had come to
Rome for the "ad limina" visit.

On Saturday morning 7, with
his Vicar, he received Dr. Carlo Di
Cicco, Deputy Director of the Os-
servatore Romano, Later he
presided at the community Mass
of the Generalate on the first an-
niversary ofthe death ofFr Paolo
Marin. In the evening with the
Councillors in residence, he went
for supper to the Salesian com-
munity in the Vatican.

On Sunday 8 the Rector Major
left for the TeamVisit to the North

Europe Region - the Atlantic arud,

Gerrnan Zone, which was being
held in Germany at the Aschau-
Waldwinkel house between Mon-
day 9 and Friday 13 May.

At the end of the Team Visit the
Rector Major, Fr Adriano Bregolin
and Fr Marek Chrzan went to
Poland. On their arrival they were
met by Fr Slawomir Lubian,
Provincial of the Warsaw Pro-
vince. In the house the met the
other Provincials and Vice Provin-
cials of the Polish Provinces.

Saturday 14 was spent on a
meeting with the Provincials and
Vice Provincials. At midday the
Rector Major presided at a Mass
at which those taking part were
the Superior General of the
Michaelites, the Superior General
of the Michaelite Sisters, the two
FMA Provincials, the Provincials
and Vice Provincials of Poland,
confreres of the community and a
group ofyoungpeople.

On Sunday 15, after Mass the
Rector Major his Vicar and Fr
Marek Chrzan left for the
Uleraine. On their arrival at Kiev,
they were met by the Delegate, Fr
Rino Pistellato and other confr-
eres. In the afternoon Fr Ch6vez
had a meeting with the confreres
of the Ukraine-Byzantine Delega-
tion and then another with the
Council of the Delegation. This
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was followed by a Marian celebra-
tion at which the FMA, parents of
the Salesians, members of the
Salesian Family friends, co-work-
ers and young people took part.

On Monday 16, the Rector Ma-
jor took part in the Divine Litur-
ry at which the Major Archbishop
Sviatoslav Shevchuk presided,
and then met the confreres of the
Latin rite, which was followed by
another meeting with all the con-
freres in Ukraine. After lunch
they left for Minsk, Belarus,
where they arrived after mid-
night.

On Tuesday 17, Fr Ch6vez
blessed the community house and
then had a meeting with the con-
freres in Belarus, followed by a
visit to the constmction site of the
new church, Mass and lunch. In
the afternoon the Rector Major,
with those accompanying him
paid a visit to the Archbishop,
Mons. Tadeusz Kondrusiewicz
and then went to see the two oth-
er houses in Minsk, Borobliany.
From there they went to the air-
port and left for Moscow, in -Rzs-
sia.

On Wednesday morning 18, the
Rector Major met most of the con-
freres who are carrying out the
Salesian mission in the various
centres in Russia. After the meet-
ing, Mass was celebrated in the

parish of the Cathedral, at which
the Salesian Family also took part.
In the afternoon he visited the
Don Bosco house in Fili; and also
visited an Art Gallery.

On Thursday 19 there was a
meeting with the Council of the
Circumscription followed by Mass.
After lunch the Rector Major and
his Vicar went to the airport to re-
turn to Rome.

On Friday morning 20, Fr
Chixez went to the Congregation
for the Institutes of Consecrated
Life and the Societies of Apostolic
Life for a meeting of the "16 Com-
mittee."

On Saturday 21, at midday
he went to the Auxilium for the
celebration of the Patron of the
Faculty.

On Monday morning 23, there
was a meeting of the USG Execu-
tive Committee at the General Cu-
ria ofthe Congregation ofthe Sa-
cred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. In
the afternoon Fr Chixez left for
Turin. In the evening he gave the
Good Night in the Basilica of
Mary Help of Christians, after
evening prayer and then after
supper he met the leaders of the
"Andiamo Ragazzi" Music Group.

Tuesday 24May was the Feast
of Mary Help of Christians. The
Rector Major met the Director of
the Turin Mission Office, Fr Pier
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Luigi Zuffetti, then the European
novices, then the Archbishop of
the Archdiocese of Turin Mons.
Cesare Nosiglia. In the afternoon
he had a meeting with the FMA
and in the evening presided at
Mass in the Basilica and took part
in the traditional Procession.

Having returned to Rome, be-
tween Wednesday 25 and Friday
27 Fr Chixez presided at the half-
yearly USG Assembly and from
Friday evening 27, :until Sunday
29 he took part in the World Con-
sultative Committee Meeting of
the Salesian Family at which he
presented the "Charter of Identi-
ty of the Salesian Family," the let-
ter launching the three years of
preparation for the bicentenary of
the birth of Don Bosco and the
topic ofthe Strenna for 20t2.

Early on Monday morning 30
May the Rector Major went to
Genzano. He presided at Mass
with the Rectors of the Circum-
scription of Central Italy (ICC)
and, after breakfast gave them a
talk. In the afternoon he received
Bishop Jesirs JuLrez SDB, of the
Diocese of EI Alto, in Bolivia.

On Tuesday 31 May after the
Councillors returned to Rome for
the Plenary Session of the Coun-
cil there was a meeting together to
share ideas in the Rome - San
Tarcisio house.

- June 2071

On Wednesday l June the Sum-
mer Plenary Session of the Gener-

al Council began and will then
keep the Rector Major and the
Council occupied until the end of
JuIy.

The work of the Council is clear-
ly the priority task of the Rector
Major during the two months of
June and July. However, in the
time available, there are also nu-
merous audiences, meetings and
other activities, to which this
chronicle briefly refers.

On the evening of Friday 3 June
the Rector Major paid a visit to
the Gerini - Studentate communi-
ty. He was welcomed by the Supe-
rior of the UPS Vice Province, Fr
Joachim D'Souza, by the Rector of
the Community Fr Riccardo
Castellino, by the Rector of the
Gerini Centre and by the staff and
students.

Amongmeetings he held during
the week 6-11 June could be men-
tioned that with Fr. David Jaeger,

OFM, the legal representative of
the Salesians in the Holy Land for
everything regarding the house of
Beitgemal (on Monday 6), with Fr
Nihal Kahanawitaliyanage, Supe-

rior of the Vice Province of Sri
Lanka (on Tuesday 7), with the
Secretary of State, H. E. Cardinal
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Tarcisio Bertone (on Thursday 9),
with Fr Simon Manjooran,
Provincial of Hungary (on Friday
10), with Fr Josef Claes, Provin-
cial of North Belgium-Holland (on
Saturday 11).

On Friday evening 10 the Rec-
tor Major officially welcomed a
group of new Prouirucials, who had
come for a course of formatioru at
the beginning of their term in of-
fice.

The course began on Saturday
11 with Mass together with the
Council, at which the Rector Ma-
jor presided. He then also spent
part of the morning with the
Provincials.

The course for new Provincials
continued until 24 June with a
fixed programme of meetings with
the Councillors and the Depart-
ments and moments of reflection
and sharing. In these days the
Rector Major met with each of the
Provincials in turn to reflect to-
gether on what regards the
Provincial himself personally and
the leadership of the Province.
Other audiences and meetings al-
so continued. Among these was a
meeting, which included the Vic-
ar, with the General Council of the
FMA, at the invitation of Mother
Yvonne Reungoat, on the evening
of Monday 13, to share some
ideas.

On Saturday 18, the Rector Ma-
jor led a morning of recollection
for the Provincials including a
talk and Mass. At one point in the
course of the morninghe received
and chatted with two confreres
from India: Archbishop Chinnap-
pa Malayappan of Madras-Myla-
pore, and Bishop Joseph Anthony
Irudayraj, of Dharmapuri.

Among meetings in this period,
in addition to those with the
Provincials, some Councillors and
some confreres of the community,
were those with the Rector of the
Vatican community Fr Pietro
Migliasso, on Monday 20, the con-
freres responsible for the Vatican
Press, Bro. Antonio Maggiotto
and Bro. Giuseppe Canesso, on
Tuesday 21. A meeting with H. E.
Cardinal Raymond Leo Burke on
Wednesday 22 should also be men-
tioned.

On the afternoon of 23 June the
Rector Major had a meeting with
the Administrative Committee of
the UPS. He then had a meeting
with the Provincials to whom af-
ter evening prayer he gave a Good
Night thus bringing to an end the
course of formation.

On Friday 24 June the Solemni-
ty of Saint John the Baptist, as is
traditional (recalling the celebra-
tions held at Valdocco for Don
Bosco), the Feast of the Rector Ma-
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jor was celebrated. Fr Ch6vez
presided at Mass at which in addi
tion to confreres ofthe Generalate
and the new Provincials, H.E.
Cardinal Raffaele Farina, other
Provincials, various Rectors of
houses in Rome, the Superior of
the Vice Province of the UPS and
the Rector Magnificus, Mother
Yvonne with frve of the FMA Gen-
eral Council took part. Afterwards
the guests attended the lunch
which followed with some cele-
bratory items.

On Saturday morning 25, Fr
Chixez presided at the 'Curatori-
um'of the UPS.

Between Sunday 26 June and
Saturday 2 July the Rector Major
with all the General Council made
aRetreat led by Fr Andrea Bozzo-
Io in the Alpine house of Santa
Fosca, in the Dolomites, which de-
pends on the Salesian house of
Belluno, in the North East Italy
Province.

- July 2011

Having returned to Rome on
Saturday 2 .Jiuly, with the Council-
lors, during the following week
the work of the Plenary Session of
the Council is resumed inter-
spersed with various activities and
a number of audiences.

Amongthe audiences and meet-

ings on 4 July was that with two
Comboniani missionaries, Fr.
Danilo Cimitan and Fr. Firmo,
with Fr Adriano Bregolin and Fr
Guillermo Basafles, and in the
evening a meeting with Archbish-
op Riccardo Ezzatti SDB of Santi-
ago in Chile.

On Thursday afternoon 7 the
Rector Major and all the Council-
lors went to Castel Gandolfo for a
joint meeting of the two General
Councils SDB - FMA.

On Friday at the usual time in
the morning Fr Chdvez presided
at a meeting of the Council and in
the afternoon accompanied by the
Vicar and the Regional, he trav-
elled to Hungary. Welcomed by
the Provincial Fr Simon Man-
jooran, they went to the Provin-
cial House where they held a
meeting. This was followed by
supper and a visit to the city of
Budapest.

The following day, Saturday 8,

the Rector Major and his compan-
ions held a series of personal
meetings after which there was a
meeting with all the confreres of
the Province followed by Mass and
lunch. In the evening they re-
turned to Rome.

On Sunday 10 July in the Gen-
eralate the Rector Major joined in
celebrating the 6Oth anniversary
of ordination of Fr Angelo Botta,
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for a long time a missionary in
Ecuador, where he was also
Provincial, and then for many
years Secretary of the Rector Ma-
jor.

Among the events of the week
11-17 July in addition to the meet-
ings of the General Council, on
Monday 11 at midday, there was a
visit from H. E. Cardinal Raffaele
Farina, together with Dr. Bruno
Bruni, Mr. Edgardo Iozia and Fr
Gianni Caputa; on Wednesday L3

a meeting with the Provincial
Council of Germany;on Friday 15

a meeting with the Councillors
who would be taking part in the
Team Visit to the Interamerica
Region.

On Saturday morning 16, Fr
Chi;vez had a meeting with the
Executive Committee of the IUS,
and then received the President of
the SYM in Europe, David Viagu-
lasamy, accompanied by Fr Fabio
Attard and his Department.

On Sunday 17, at midday he re-
ceived the coordinators of the
Salesians-Cooperators of the
Lazio Region, Paolo and Marina
Palombi.

The following week was mainly
spent on work of the Session of
the General Council However,
among the many meetings was
that on Wednesday 20 with Dr.
Piergiorgio Bassi accompanied by

a group of business men. In the af-
ternoon ofThursday 21 he went
to Castelgandolfo to give a talk to
the new FMA Provincials.

On Saturday afternoon 23,he
left for Turin where he was wel-
comed by the Provincial Fr Ste-
fano Martoglio, who took him to
ChAtillon. From there the follow-
ing morning he went to Les
Combes, where he met H. E. Car-
dinal Tarcisio Bertone, and then
took part in the blessing ofour re-
structured Alpine house called
"House of the Popes," and after-
wards in the concelebrated Mass.

On Monday 25, among a num-
ber of meetings, in the morning
there was one with a group of Rec-

tors from the AFC Province ac-
companied by Fr Guillermo
Basafles, and in the afternoon a
meeting with the group preparing
the Spirituality Days of the SaIe-
sian Family.

On the following days the work
of the General Council continued
with some further audiences. The
2011 Summer Plenary Session of
the Council concluded on Friday
29 July. On the previous evening
during the Good Night to the con-
freres the Rector Major gave an
account of the Session mentioning
some of the main topics dealt with
and the decisions taken.
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4.2 Chronicle of the General
Council

On 1 June 2011 the Summer
Plenary Session of the General
Council began and kept the Coun-
cillors busy until 29 July 2011. In
addition to the plenary meetings,
29 in all, there were other meet-
ings of groups or commissions for
the study of various topics. During
this session, there was also - be-
tween 11 and 24 June - the gath-
ering of new Provincials who had
meetings with the Rector Major
and the Council. The Councillors
also made their contribution to
other meetings especially those
held at the Generalate. As always
in addition to the more pressing
issues or problems for the anima-
tion and guidance ofthe Congre-
gation, sufficient time was given
to the ordinary matters of busi-
ness coming from the Provinces,
such as: appointments of Provin-
cial Councillors and the approval
of the appointments of Rectors,
the opening and canonical erec-
tion of houses and/or activities,
matters regarding confreres and
economic-administrative issues.
The following is a summary of the
more important items on the
agenda.

1. Appointment of Provincials

In this session the Superior was
appointed for five Provinces. Fol-
lowing a careful process of dis-
cernment, and taking special ac-
count ofthe results ofthe consul-
tation held in the Province the
General Council made the neces-
sary provision. Here is the list in
alphabetical order of the Provin-
cials appointed during the session:
Fr Gregory Chambers, for the
Province of Australia; Fr Claudio
Ciolli, for the Vice Province of
Madagascar; Fr Pasquale Cris-
tiani, for the Province of Southern
Italy; Fr Jean Claude Ngoy, for the
Province of Central Africa; Fr Gio-
vanni Rolandi, for the Province of
East Africa.

In n. 5.3 of this number of the
AGC there are some biographical
details of the Provincials appoint-
ed.

2. Reports of the Extraordinary
Visitations

The examination of the reports
of the Extraordinary Visitations to
the Provinces presented by the re-
spective Visitors is always one of
the more important items on the
agenda of the General Council for
the animation of the Congregation



ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL 73

in its various local presences. This
study provides the opportunity to
reflect together on the progress of
each Province on the basis of the
Visitor's observations and to offer
suggestions for action regarding
its government. This results in
recommendations useful for the
Rector Major's concluding letter
and in proposals for initiatives
and guidance on the part of the
General Council. During this ses-
sion, reports from the following
ten Provinces or Vice Provinces
were studied: the Province of
North Belgium; the Province of
S5o Paulo, Brazil; the Province of
Seville, Spain; the Province of
Croatia; the Province of Vene-
zuela; the Province of Vietnam;
the Circumscription of Central
Italy; the Vice Province of Mada-
gascar; the Vice Province of Ango-
la; the Vice Province of Southern
Africa.

3. Topics of study and practical
decisions

In the course ofthe session, as
well as matters concerning the
Provinces and Regions, the Coun-
cil considered some issues con-
nected more generally with the
government and animation of the
Congregation, paying particular

attention to the Project of anima-
tion and government for the six-
year period and to the life and ac-

tivity of the Council itself. Some
practical decisions were made re-
garding matters discussed. The
main topics considered were as
follows.

- The Strenna of the Rector
Major for 2O12. Opening the
work of the Plenary Session, the
Rector Major presented the topic
for the Strenna for 2012:

"I am, the good shepherd..
The good shepherd, lays

down his life for his sheep"
(Jn 10,17)

Let us make the young our
life's mission

by coming to know and
imitate Don Bosco

The theme of the Strenna for
20L2 is closely linked to the first
year ofthe three years ofprepara-
tion for the bicentenary of the
birth of Don Bosco, which is total-
ly concentrating on knowing his
history. The Rector Major recom-
mends the study of Don Bosco
and, through the events of his life
to know him as an educator pas-
tor, founder, guide, legislator. It is
a question of a knowledge which
leads to love and to imitation.



- Rethinking Salesian Youth
Ministry. Following the presen-
tation by the General Councillor
forYouth Ministry the Council ex-

amined the document: ARethinh,-
ing of Salesian Youth Ministry -
An. aid for reflection. in the com-
munities and Prouiruces. It is an
outline for reflection, which to-
gether with a letter from the Rec-

tor Major will be sent to the Rec-

tors and Confreres of local Com-
munities who are asked to offer
their own contributions to the re-
thinking ofthe pastoral praxis of
the community in order to reflect
further on the basic lines of Sale-
sian ministry and to assess their
impact on everyday praxis.

DBI (Don Bosco Interna-
tional). The General Council con-

sidered theMission Statement and
the map of strategic aims for the
three year period 2012-20L4 of
"Don Bosco International", re-
peating that the starting point
ought to be that of identifying its
way of operating in line with the
priorities of the Rector Major and
his Council. DBI ought to be a for-
mal platform for dialogue with the
European Institutions and the al-
ready existing Salesian networks
at the service ofthe Congregation.
The guidelines presented will be

the basis for strategic plan which
will be presented to the Rector
Major and his Council in the win-
ter session December 2011 to Jan-
uary 2012, for approval. The Gen-
eral Assembly of the DBI in Janu-
ary 2012 will adopt this plan.

- Assessment half way
through the six-year period.
The final part of the session was
devoted to the assessment half
way through the six year period of
the Project of animation and gov-

ernment of the Rector Major and
his Council 2008-2014, according
to the scheme which in the first
part requested a reflection on the
implementation of the Project in
the individual sectors and regions
through a series of questions:
How was the Project communi-
cated and received in the Congre-
gation/Regions? What has been
achieved of what was planned and
with what results? What are the
new elements introduced in these
three years which were not
planned? Meanwhile, in the sec-

ond it was requested that an as-

sessment be made on the func-
tioning of the Departments, on
their relationship with the Re-
gions and the Provinces, of their
collaboration with other Depart-
ments and with the Regions.
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- Study of the structure of
the central government of the
Congregation. In view of a re-
sponse to the request made at the
GC26 (n. 118), the General Coun-
cil began in this session the study
of an important and quite de-
manding subject regarding the as-
sessment of the Central Govern-
ment of the Congregation, with
regard to both its composition and
its functioning. Taken into con-
sideration were: the chapters in
the Constitutions and the Gener-
aI Regulations about the service of
authority, the "Vad,emecum for the
life and action of the General
Council" and the summary of the
reflections of the General Council
2002-2008 on this subject ofthe
Assessment of the Government of
the Congregation.

- Special Circumscription of
East Europe. The General Coun-
cil studied the subject ofthe reor-
ganisation of the Salesian pres-
ences in the Special Circumscrip-
tion of East Europe, taking into
consideration the work carried out
by the relevant Commission set up
by the Rector Major and the re-
flection undertaken in a meeting
of the Rector Major, his Vicar and
the Regional for North Europe
with the Council of the Special
Circumscription of East Europe,

held in Moscow the previous May,
to identiSz solutions for the future.

- Charter of Identity of the
Salesian Family. In the course of
the session the final draft of the
Charter of Identity of the Sale-
sian Family was presented by
the Rector Major and approved by
the Council. It gathers together
the reflection and the experience
which has been comingto maturi-
ty in these years starting from the
two previous 'Identity Cards' on
communion and on mission in our
Family and which - assumingand
integrating these previous two
documents- describes the charis-
matic identity of the Salesian
Family: in other words everything
that refers to the mission, to the
spirit, to relationships, to forma-
tion, to the methods of education
and evangelisation. The Charter
of Identity of the Salesian Family
will be translated into various lan-
guages and officially handed over
to the Salesian Family in January
20t2.

- Approval of the Consoli-
dated Account for 2010. In the
course ofthe session, the General
Council - following its presenta-
tion by the Economer General -
examined and approved, accord-
ing to the norms of the General
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Regulations, the Consolidated Ac-
count of the Direzione Generale
Opere Don Bosco at 31 December
2010.

- Distribution of the "Mis-
sion Fund". The General Coun-
cil considered and approved the
proposals presented by the Com-
mission for the n. 148 - June 2011

- distribution of assistance from
the "Mission Fund." These are
funds coming from the Mission
Offices for the benefit of the nu-
merous projects and plans of the
Congregation.

Among the significant events
during the session the following in
particular are noted:

. Meetingof the two Gener-
al Councils of the Salesians of
Don Bosco and of the Daughters
of Mary Help of Christians, held
on Thursday 7 July at the "Santa
Rosa" House at Castel Gandolfo,
with the purpose of sharing ideas
about and discussing the three
years of preparation for the Bi-
centenary of the birth of Don
Bosco: common experiences and
specific experiences, and the
Chq.rter of Identity of the Salesian
Family.

. Retreat (Santa Fosca di
Cadore, 26 June - 2 July). A very

beautiful and enriching experi-
ence was the Retreat at Santa Fos-

ca di Cadore, preached by Fr An-
dreaBozzolo, lecturer at the In-
ternational Theological Institute
in Turin-Crocetta, with the sub-
ject "Haue at heart only souls ", a
theme very much in tune with the
beginning ofthe three year period
ofpreparation for the bicentenary
of the birth of Don Bosco.

Intermed.iate Session of the
General Council

This is a short summary of the
intermediate session of the Gener-

al Council held between 11 and 19

April 2011 with the presence in
addition to the Rector Major and
his Vicar, of all the Councillors for
the various sectors and the two
Regional Councillors involved in
the subject The main topic of the
meetings was the careful study of
the two Regions: Latin America,
South Cone, and Interamerica.

As regards the Latin America,
South Cone Region the follow-
ing challenges were identifred: Re-

turning to Don Bosco in South
America, in other words, promot-
ing today among the Salesians the
nature ofour consecrated life; pro-
moting the right number and
quality of the confreres in the
Salesian communities to ensure
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their vitality, spiritual, fraternal
and apostolic; promoting a re-
thinking of Youth Ministry and of
vocation promotion, taking up and
putting into practice the decisions
of the GC 26, regardingthe second

and third key issues; ensuring a
good quality formation; working
on the reordering of the Salesian
presences, their management and
sustainability.

As regards the Interamerica
Region the challenges and the
working guidelines are the fol-
lowing: promoting the quality of
consecrated life, seeking to har-
monise charismatic identity and
apostolic passion in order to live
the gospel in a radical manner ac-
cording to the GC26; strengthen-
ing the Youth Ministry apostolate
and within it vocation promotion
(Cf. Letter of the Rector Major in
the AGC 407, Strenna for 2011)
with the co-responsible participa-
tion of lay people; ensuring an ini-
tial and ongoing formation aimed
at living the gospel in a radical
manner; starting the process of
the reordering ofthe presences in
the Provinces in order to simplify
the works, reduce their number
and begin new presences, if ap-
propriate; strengthening the pres-
ence of the Salesian Family in the
Region.

4.3 Chronicle of the General
Councillors

The Vicar of the Rector Major

At the conclusion of the winter
plenary session of the General
Council, the Vicar of the Rector
Major, Fr Adriano Bregolin went
to Lugano, in Switzerland, for the
celebration of the Feast of Don
Bosco. Here he met the local ed-
ucative community and presided
at the solemn Mass on 31January.
In the afternoon of the same day
he returned to Rome.

Starting on 3 February he car-
ried out the CanonicalVisitation of
the "Blessed Michael Rua" Com-
munity -Generalate. The Visitation
ended on 11 February. A short rest
followed. Having returned to Rome
he remained in residence between
20 and 25 February.

On26 he left for Bangalore (In-
dia) to take part in the TeamVisit
to the "South Asia" Regloz. When
this was over, on 6 March with the
Rector Major he went to Thailand.
Having arrived in Bangkok, the
following day he went to Hua Hin
to take part in the Team. Visit to
the "East Asia - Oceania Region".
The Visitation finished on 12
March. For the next few days a
short visit to Burma had been



planned but the Vicar of the Rec-
tor Major had to forgo this on ac-

count of some travel problems
which would not have allowed him
sufficient time with the confreres.
He therefore stayed in Hua Hin
with the Rector Major, during the
days Fr Chixez was preaching a
Retreat to the Provincials of the
Region. He then returned to
Rome on 16 March.

After a short stay at the Gener-
alate, on 19 March Fr Adriano
Bregolin left for Santiago in Chile,
where he took part in the Team
Visit to the 'America South Cone"
Region. At the end of this, on Sat-
urday 26 March, with the Rector
Major he met first of all the Rec-
tors and then a large part of the
Confreres of the Province of Chile,
gathered for an Assembly which
was held in Macul. In the after-
noon of the same day at the "La
Gratitud Nacional" Salesian
house in Santiago, he took part in
the meeting with the young peo-
ple of the Salesian Youth Move-
ment and then of the Salesian
Family in Chile. On Sunday 27
March with Fr Chdvez, in the
morninghe went to the Provincial
House of the FMA for Mass and a
meeting with the Sisters; in the
afternoon he had a meeting with
the Provincial Council. On 28 he
left again for Rome.

Between 31 March and 2 April
he carried out the CanonicalVisi-
tation of the "Saint Francis of
Sales" Community in theVatican.

On 3 April he went to Sicily, to
Zafferana Etnea, where he had a
meeting with the Rectors of the
Sicilian Province on the subject
"Animation of Salesian Communi-
ties and the care ofreligious disci-
pline."

Having returned to Rome, with
the Rector Major he preached a
Retreat to the Salesian Rectors of
the Circumscription of Central
Italy and the FMA Superiors of
the Rome and of La Spezia, be-
tweenSand9April.

After this during the following
week he took part in the Interme-
diate Session of the General Coun-
cll. This ended on 19 April. In the
afternoon of the same day he ac-
companied the Rector Major to
Mogliano Veneto for a meeting
with the Salesian community and
the local educative community.

Havingreturned to Rome or,2t,
he celebrated the Easter festivities
and then remained at the Gener-
alate until 7 May.

On 8 May he left with the Rec-
tor Major for Germany where at
Aschau- Waldwinkel, in Bavaria,
there was t]i,e Team Visit to the At-
lantic-Gerrnan zone of the North
Europe Region. between the
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evening of 8 and the morning of
13 May.

At the end of this, the Vicar with
the Rector Major and the Region-
al Councillor Fr Marek Chrzan
went to Warsaw. At the Provincial
House, on 14 May, he took part in
a meeting of the Provincials and
Vice Provincials of the four Polish
Provinces. Then on 15, still with
the Rector Major and the Region-
al Councillor he went on to Lviv,
Ukraine, for a visit to assess the
situation of the East Circumscrip-
tion. Here he took part in meet-
ings with the confreres of the
Byzantine rite Delegation and
with the confreres of the Latin
rite. The following day still with
Fr Pascual C}:.il.lez and Fr Marek
Chrzan, he went to Minsk, where
in the morning of 17, there was a
meeting with the Salesian confr-
eres who are working in Belarus.
In the afternoon, with the Rector
Major and the Regional Council-
lor he left for Moscow. On Wednes-
day morning 18, with the Rector
Major he met most of the confr-
eres who are living their Salesian
vocation and mission in the vari-
ous works in Russia. After the
meeting there was Mass in the
Cathedral parish, in which the
Salesian Family took part. In the
afternoon he visited the Don
Bosco centre at Fili. On Thursday

19, there was a meeting with the
Council of the Circumscription,
followed by Mass, and in the af-
ternoon he returned to Rome

On Saturday 21 May at midday
the Vicar accompanied the Rector
Major to the Auxilium for the cel-
ebration ofthe Patron ofthe Fac-
ulty.

Between Wednesday 25 and Fri-
day 27, with Fr Chdvez he took
part in the Half-yearly Assembly
of the USG and between Friday
evening 27 and Sunday 29 he
presided at the meeting of the
World Consultative Committee of
the Salesian Family, at which were
presented the "Charter ofIdenti-
ty of the Salesian Family," the let-
ter launching the three years of
preparation for the bicentenary of
the birth of Don Bosco and the
topic ofthe Strenna for 2012.

In the month of June and July
the Vicar took part regularly in
the meetings of the General Coun-
cil as well as the Retreat held at
Santa Fosca between 26 June and
2 July.

On Thursday afternoon 7 July
with the Rector Major and all the
Councillors he went to Castelgan-
dolfo for a meeting of the two
General Councils SDB - FMA.

On Saturday afternoon 23 July
with the Rector Major he travelled
to Turin. From there with the
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Provincial Fr Stefano Martoglio,
he went to ChAtillon, to meet the
confreres and spend the night.
The following day 24 July, in the
morning he went to Les Combes,
where with the Rector Major he
met H.E. Cardinal Tarcisio
Bertone and took part in the
blessing of the restored "House of
the Popes." The same day he re-
turned to Rome.

The Councillor
for Formation

At the end of the winter plenary
session of the General Council, in
February 2011 the General Coun-
cillor for Formation, between 7

and,12, took part in Rome in the
Theological Seminar of the Union
of Superiors General (USG) and
the International Union of Female
Superiors General (UISG) on the
Theolory of the Apostolic Conse-
crated Life. On 13-19 he held a
meetinghalf-way through the six-
year period with the Regional Co-
ordinators of Formation at Quito;
then on l9-2lhe visited the aspi-
rantate, the formation communi-
ties of the prenovitiate, novitiate
and postnovitiate and met the
Provincial Formation Commission
of the Province of Ecuador. Final-
ly,22-28 in Mexico he visited the

interprovincial formation commu-
nities of MEG - MEM: the pren-
ovitiate at Irapuato, the novitiate
at Coacalco, the postnovitiate at
Mexico City, the theologate at
Tlaqueplaque, which operates in
collaboration also with the An-
tilles Province; he met the forma-
tion teams and took part in the
"Curatoria" of all these communi-
ties; he reflected with the Provin-
cial Formation Commissions of
the two Provinces MEM and
MEG.

In the month of March 201 1, on
10 he took part in the celebration
of the 25'h anniversary of the In-
ternational Voluntary Movement
for Development (VIS) in Rome.
Between 16 and 18 he visited the
theologate of San Justo and the
ISET theological study centre at
Buenos Aires and then took part
in the Provincial Formation Com-
mission of the Province of South-
ernArgentina (ARS). On 19-20 he
visited the aspirantate and the
formation communities of the
prenovitiate, postnovitiate and
theologate in Santiago, Chile and
took part in a meeting of the
Provincial Formation Commission
of the Province of Chile. Then 21-
26 he took part in the Team Visit
to the Americq. South Cone Region.

lnApril, between 2 and9 he vis-
ited the Circumscription EST,
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with the Regional Councillor for
North Europe Fr Marek Chrzan,
meeting the confreres in Belarus
at Minsk and at Smargon, the con-
freres in Russia at Moscow and
Gatchina, the confreres in
Ukraine of the Latin rite at Ko-
rostyshiv, at Peremyshlany and at
Bibrka, the confreres of the
Ukraine Delegation of Greek
Catholic rite at Lviv. After return-
ing to Rome, on 15 April he took
part in a meeting of the Group of
personnel at the UPS and on 16
the Council of Administration of
the Opera PAS; on 29 he took part
in the "Curatorium" of the "Saint
Thomas" formation community in
Messina.

In May 2017, on 2 he met the
Italian prenovices at Genzano. On
6-8 he visited the Salesian com-
munity and the theological facul-
ty ofBenediktbeuern; and then on
B-13 he took part in the Team Vis-
it to the Atlantic-German zone of
the North Europe Region at As-
chau - Wandwinkel. Afterwards,
in Africa, onL9-2L he visited and
took part in the "Curatorium" of
the novitiate and the postnovitiate
in Lom6 (Togo) and he chaired a
meeting of the Formation Com-
mission of the AFO Vice Province;
between 21 and 27 at Yaound6
(Cameroon) he visited the forma-
tion communities for the specific

formation of Salesian clerics, for
the specific formation for Salesian
brothers and the prenovitiate; he
took part in the "Curatorium" of
the theologate and chaired the
meeting of the Formation Com-
mission of the ATE Vice Province.

lnJune, participation in the ple-
nary session of the General Coun-
cil was accompanied by some oth-
er commitments. On 11 he chaired
the "Curatorium" of the "Zeffti-
no Namuncur6" Community of
Rome-Gerini; on 13 in Rome he
took part in the Theological Com-
mission of the Union of Superiors
General; on 18 in Turin he
chaired the "Curatorium" for the
specific formation of Salesian
brothers at Valdocco and the Com-
mission for the "Project for the
Salesian Places ofInterest"; on 23
in Rome he took part in the Coun-
cil of Administration of the Opera
PAS and on 25 the "Curatorium"
of the UPS.

The Councillor
forYouth Ministry

During the months of February
and May 2011, the main task as-
signed by the Rector Major to the
Councillor for Youth Ministry Fr
Fabbio Attard, and which was his
priority occupation for most of the
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time between 12 February and26
May, was the Extraordinary Visi-
tation. of the North Belgium
Prouince with the Delegation of
Holland.

Before this Visitation, at the be-
ginning of February the Depart-
ment organised two important pe-
riods of reflection. The first was
the meeting of an international
team on the process of the re-
thinking of Youth Ministry be-
tween 3 and 6 February 2011, and
immediately afterwards between
7 and 10 February 20L1, a meet-
ing of the Consultative Committee
of the Deparbment on the frrst key
issue of the GC26: Returning to
Don Bosco.

In addition, during the months
of March and April 2011, the
Councillor took part infour Team
Visits: to Bangalore, India, for the
South Asia Region between 1 and
5 March 20II;to Hua Hin, Thai-
land, for the East Asia - Oceania
Region, between 8 and 12 March
2011; to Santiago in Chile, for the
Latin America - South Cone Re-
gion between 2L and 26 March
2011; and to Aschau-Waldwinkel,
Germany for the Atlantic-German
zone of the North Europe Region
between 8 and 13 May 2011.

At the end of the month of May
2011, the Councillor was invited
to Malta to offer a reflection on

the subject of Youth Ministry in a
postmodern context to a group of
ministers, linked to the presence
and the work undertaken by the
Jesuits on the island.

The months of June and July
were devoted mainly to the ple-
narlz session of the General Coun-
ciI.

The Councillor
for Social Communication

At the conclusion of the winter
plenary session of the General
Council, the General Councillor
for Social Communication, Fr. Fil-
iberto Gonzilez, after a short time
in Mexico to resolve a passport
problem, on 9 February left for
Luanda, Angola, to begin the Ex-
traordinary Visitation of the "Ma-
maMuxima" Vice Prouince of An-
gola, which was his priority con-
cern and kept him very busy until
7 April2011. On 10 February he
opened the Visitation in the com-
munity of the aspirantate at
Viana, in the presence ofthe con-
freres from Luanda, the post-
novices, the prenovices and the as-
pirants. The following day he had
his frrst meeting with the Provin-
cial and with the Delegate for
Youth Ministry and his team. On
11 he had a meeting with the
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Provincial and the Provincial
Council. After some other meet-
ings duringthe followingdays (in-
cluding one with the Formation
Commission, one with the Provin-
cial Economer, with the Delegate
for Youth Ministry and with the
Project Office) and after visiting
the Provincial House of the FMA
at Kasenga, on 16 Fr Filiberto be-
gan the process of visiting the in-
dividual Communities, every-
where meeting the confreres indi-
vidually and as communities, the
co-workers, the young people and
the groups of the Salesian Family
present and working in the area:
Luanda-S6o Paulo (17 -21 Febru-
ary); Cabiri (2L-23 February);
Kala Kala (23-24 February); N'-
Dalatando (24-27 February); Don-
do (27 February - 3 March); Calu-
lo (3-6 March). On 7 March at
Cabiri there was a meeting with
all the Principals of the schools in
the Vice Province together with
the Provincial. The visits to the
communities then continued:
Viana, aspirantate (7-9 March);
Benguela (11-15 March); Luena
(17 -21 March) ; Luanda-Palanca,
postnovitiate (2I-25 March);
Cabinda (26 -27 March), and he al-
so met the local Bishops; Luanda
- Lixeira (28 March - 4 April), also
meeting the Nuncio Apostolic on
29. Having completed the visit to

Lixeira, on 5 April in the head-
quarters of the Vice Province, the
Councillor met the Council of the
Vice Province to draw up the con-
clusions of the Visitation. On 6
April at Luanda-Palanca he met
the young confreres on their quin-
quennium. On 7 April he present-
ed to the Rectors of the Vice
Province gathered in the Provin-
cial House Luanda, the final re-
port. After lunch with the Superi-
or and his Council, the Rectors,
confreres of the communities in
Luanda and the postnovices he
left for Rome.

Having returned to Rome, Fr
F iliberto Gonzillez took part in
the meetings of the Intermediate
Session of the General Courucilbe-
tween 11 and 20 April. Immedi-
ately afterwards, accompanied by
Fr Julian Fox, between2S and29
April he chaired a meeting of the
Provincial Delegates for SC from
the East Asia - Oceania Region at
Manila - Tuloy, and between 1 and
6 May, still accompanied by Fr Ju-
lian Fox, he chaired a meeting of
the Provincial Delegates for SC
from the South Asia Region at
Tiruchy. The main topic of both
these meetings was the new, 20L1,

Salesian Social Communication
System (SSCS).

Between 12 and 15 May at Gen-
zano, he chaired a meeting of the
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Delegates for SC together with
representatives for the "Project
for Europe", accompanied by Fr
Julian Fox and Fr Donato Lacedo-
nio. Between 20 and 23 he visited
the Province of Hungary meeting
the Provincial and members of his
Council, the Delegate for SC and
the person responsible for the SB.
On 26-27 April, at Munich in
Bavaria, he met the Directors of
the Publishing Houses: CCS
Madrid, ELLEDICI Turin, DON
BOSCO Munich, Edigoes Sale-
sianas Oporto.

In the months of June and July
Fr Filiberto's main engagement
was taking part in the meetings of
the Summer Plenary Session of
the General Council.

The Councillor for the Missions

Immediately after the winter
plenary session of the General
Council Fr. V6clav Klement left
for several visits in four Provinces
in the Africa-Madagascar Region,
visiting especially some frontier
presences meeting Provincial
Councils and confreres involved in
missionary promotion. In Ethio-
pia (AEt 30 January - 5 Febru-
ary) he visited six communities; in
Chad and in the Central African
Republic he visited three commu-

nities (ATE, 6-11 February); in
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Nigeria he
visited six communities (AFW 12-

19 February); in Zambia and Zim-
babwe he visited five communities
(ZMB,20-25 D February). On his
returnjourney he had a short stop
over in Johannesburg (AFM, 26-
27 February).

The Councillor dedicated almost
the whole of the month of March
to Team Visits, with the Rector
Major and other General Council-
lors (South Asia, at Bangalore -

India; East Asia - Oceania, at Hua
Hin - Thailand; America South
Cone at Santiago in Chile). In
these Team Visits among the oth-
er contributions he presented a vi-
sion of 'Salesian Mssionary Cul-
ture' and a first draft of 'Mission-
ary Formation of the Salesians of
Don Bosco', prepared jointly with
the Councillor for Formation. In
between the Team Visits and the
return to Rome he took the op-
portunity to make two short vis-
its: one to the Delegation of In-
donesia (ITM) at Jakarta between
13 and 16 March; the other to the
historic missionary places in
North - Central Patagonia (ARS)
between 26 March and 2 April.

Before the intermediate session
of the Council Fr. Klement took
part in the III General Assembly
of "Don Bosco Network" at
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Krakow (4-5 April). He followed
this up with a short a visit to see

the progress of 'Project for Eu-
rope' in the Provinces of Great
Britain and Ireland (6-10 April),
meeting some new missionaries
and the Provincial Councils to as-

sess the process for their welcom-
ing and formation in the two
Provinces.

During the intermediate session
of the General Council (11-20
April) the Councillor for the Mis-
sions organised a meeting at the
Generalate for the Directors of
Missionary Voluntary Service
(AUL, AUS, CEB GBR,IRL, PLS,
SUE), gathered together in the
context of Salesian Missionary
Day 2011 on Missionary Volun-
tary Service (ll-l2April). The Di-
rectors decided to exchange and
share on a permanent basis their
formation material and their ex-
periences of accompaniment in
the communities which host vol-
unteers. In this way an informal
network has been created which
better oversees missionary Volun-
tary Service and helps the
Provinces just starting.

Afterwards Fr Klement carried
out the Extraordinary Visitation
of the "Blessed Michq.el Rua" Vice
Prouince of Johannesburg (AFM),
in the three countries (South
Africa, Swaziland and Lesotho)

between 2L April and 26 May. It is
the smallest Circumscription in
Africa: it has 3 novices and 52 con-

freres of whom 10 in initial for-
mation; it has 7 canonically erect-
ed communities and 4 other pres-

ences. In 2011 the Vice Province
celebrated 5 ordinations to the
priesthood and 3 ordinations of
deacons: this is contributing to the
relaunching of missionary spirit
and ofthe vocational culture. It is
signifrcant that among the 16 lo-
cal confreres there are 5 brothers;
it should also be noted that in the
last six years two frontier works
have been opened (Lesotho
Maseru, CFP at Ennerdale).

The last period before the ple-
nary session of the General Coun-
cil was devoted to the annual
meeting of the Directors of the
five Mission Offices (Bonn, New
Rochelle, Madrid, New Delhi and
Turin), held in Madrid 2l-29May;
also taking part were the Econo-
mer General Bro. Jean PauI
Muller and Fr. Stanislaw Rafalko.
Fr. Klement returned to Rome on
29May.

On Pentecost, 12 June, the
theme for the 25th Salesian Mis-
sionary Day for 2012 was an-
nounced: "Telling the story of Je-
sus ,.Teaching material for every
community have already been
sent to the Provinces (2 DVD with



formation material and 8 short
films, a poster, prayer and booklet:
all are available on the site
www.sdb.org).

The Economer General

After his appointment as
Economer General, Jean Paul
Muller used the first two months
getting to know the workings of
the Economer's Department and
the various structures of the Di-
rezione Generale.

During the course for new
Provincial Economers in the
month of February and the course
for new Provincials in June he in-
creased his knowledge of the con-
cerns and the opportunities ofthe
individual Provinces.

Taking part in the Team Visits
to the Latin America South Cone
Region in Chile and to the At-
lantic-German zone of the North
Europe Region, in Germany gave
the Economer General a good op-
portunity to introduce himself and
to reflect on the implementation
of the GC26, especially on the sub-
ject ofpoverty.

A first meeting with the
Economers of the CISI, on 29 April
in Rome - Sacred Heart and a later
meeting on 6 May in Verona with
the Council of Edulife s.p.a. helped

the Economer to familiarise him-
self with these associations.

On two occasions the Economer
General held meetings with the
Council of Administration of the
Opera PAS to study the financial
organisation of the University in
Rome, the investments necessary
and possible synerry among the
various Salesian works involved.

Taking part in the General As-
sembly of the "Don Bosco-Net-
work" (4-6 April) at Krakow,
Poland and the international
meeting of the Mission Offices in
Madrid (26-29 May) helped him
understand the connections be-
tween the Direzione Generale and
the various organisations which
are working for the benefit ofour
young people throughout the
world.

The Councillor for the Africa -

Madagascar Region

At the end of the winter plenary
session of the General Council, the
Regional Councillor for Africa
and Madagascar, Fr. Guillermo
Basafles, left for Argentina, where
between 29 January and 14 Feb-
ruary he was mainly with his fam-
ily. On 30 January at Alta Gracia -

C6rdoba he presided at the first
professions ofthe novices from the
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Provinces of ARN, ARS, PAR and
URU. The following day at C6rdo-
ba, in the Provincial House of
ARN, he celebrated the 25th an-
niversary of his own religious pro-
fession, with some of his compan-
ions in the novitiate and their for-
mer Director of Novices Fr Juan
Cantini. Then on Saturday 12

February Fr Gillermo Basafles
presided in the Salesian house of
Santa Isabel - Buenos Aires (ARS),

at the 50'h anniversary of the mat-
rimony of his parents, Juan Carlos
and Teresita del Carmen.

Having arrived in Africa, be-
tween 16 and 25 February he was
in the AFC Province to begin the
Consultation process for the ap-
pointment of the new Provincial.
In addition to a meeting of the
Provincial Council he chaired var-
ious assemblies of confreres for
this purpose: at Lubumbashi on
18 February, at Kinshasa on 21

and at Goma on 23. For the same
purpose of holding a Consultation
for a new Provincial the Regional
Councillor went to AFE, where he
was able to meet the confreres at
Morogoro -Tanzania, on 28 Feb-
ruary and then at Nairobi -

Kenya, on 2 March.
Afterwards, Fr Guillermo

Basafies went to the Vice Province
of AGL to bless the first stone of
the church of Mary Help of Chris-

tians at Buterere - Burundi, on 4
March and the following day to
Kigali - Rwanda, to bless the new
Provincial House.

Between 7 March and 25 April
in the name of the Rector Major
he carried out the Extraordinary
Visitation of the "Mary lrnmacu-
late" Vice Prouince of Mo.dagascar
and Mauritius.He had meetings
with the confreres in all 11 com-
munities and also with the Sale-
sian Bishop of Ambanja, Mons.
Rosario Vella. During the Visita-
tion he was also able to start the
Consultation process for the ap-
pointment of the new Superior.

Between 27 April and 2 May,
with the Rector Major he took
part in the celebrations for the
centenary ofthe Salesizm presence

in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, held in Lubumbashi and
Kinshasa.

On the afternoon of 4 May he
was already in Kankan - Guinea
Conakry. There in the name of the
Rector Major he presided at cele-

brations for the 25'h anniversary
of the foundation of our presence
in that country. The main event
was the celebration of Mass in the
Cathedral at Kankan, where the
first African Salesian missionary
'ad gentes', Fr Engelbert
Ruhinyrrra, who died on 2 Decem-
ber 1996 is buried.
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On 5 May the Councillor met the
Council of the Vice Province of
AFO at Bamako - Mali, and imme-
diately afterwards took part in the
Retreat for the Rectors and other
confreres in the Vice Province in
the centre at Sebenikord.

Between 11 and 18 May he vis-
ited the AFW Province, in fact
Ghana. At Ashaiman he took part
in a Provincial meeting of Salesian
Brothers and also in a meeting of
the Council of the Vice Province.
He was also able to visit our two
communities in Sunyani, giving
special attention to the novitiate.

On 20 and 21 May he took part
in the 'Curatorium' of the novi-
tiate and the post-novitiate of
AFO andATE at Lom6-Gbodjome,
in Togo, attended also by the
Councillor for Formation. The
solemnity of Mary Help of Chris-
tians Fr Basafles spent with the
communities in Lom6.

On the morning of 26 he re-
turned to Rome in view of the
summer plenary session of the
General Council.

The Councillor for the Latin
America - South Cone Region

At the conclusion of the winter
plenary session of the General
Council, the Regional Councillor

for Latin America, South Cone,
Fr. Natale Vitali, left for Chile,
where on 31 January he celebrat-
ed the Feast of Don Bosco in the
parish of Mary Help of Christians
in Puerto Natales.

He had a talk with the Provincial
of Chile, Fr Leonardo Santib6flez,
and visited the retreat house ofl,o
Caflas, Santiago, to prepare for the
planned Team Visit.

On 9 February he travelled to
Porto Alegre, Brazil, to meet the
Provincial Council, giving the
Provincial the letter of the Rector
Major at the conclusion of the Ex-
traordinary Visitation, carried out
previously.

On 10 February he left for the
Prouince of San Paolo, Brazil to
begin the Extraordinary Visita-
tion, on 14 Febmary with a meet-
ing of all the Rectors and the
Provincial Council.

The communities visited were
22 and 147 the Salesians he met
personally; he also spoke to the
students of theology from the
Provinces of BCG, BMA, BPAand
BRE, who are studyingin the stu-
dentate at Lapa, San Paolo.

On 17 March he took part in a
meeting of the schools of the Sale-
sian Network of Schools in the
city of Brasilia.

Between 21 and 25 March he
took part in the Team Visit to the



ACTIVITIES OF THE GENEBAL COUNCIL 89

Latin America - South Cone Re-
gloz which was held in the city of
Santiago in Chile, with the Rector
Major and the Councillors for For-
mation, Youth Ministry, the Mis-
sions and the Economer General.
It was the first time that there
had been a Team Visit in the Re-
gion as such, with the participa-
tion of all the Provinces. In the
course of the Team Visit the new
Archbishop of Santiago, Mons. Ri-
cardoEzzati SDB, paid a visit and
presided at Mass on 24 March.

Between 11 and 20 April Fr Na-
tale Vitali returned to Rome to
take part in the Intermed,iate Ses-
sioru of the General Council, in the
course of which there was an as-
sessment of the Latin America,
South Cone Region.

Having returned to America, on
Good Friday he took part in the
"Dead Jesus" procession in the
Salesian parish of "Nossa Senho-
ra Aparecida" in Itaquera, San
Paolo, and on Holy Saturday he
had a meeting with Fr. Jonas Abib
the Founder of"Cang6o Nova" a
group which is now part of the
Salesian Family.

On 1 May the Councillor took
part in a Youth Meeting in city of
Campinas and on 4 May in the
quarterly day of recollection for
the Paulist Region.

On 9 May he took part in the

'Curatorium'of the Novitiate, in
the city of Alta Gracia, C6rdoba,
with the five Provincials of the
CISUR, and on 10 May in the 'Cu-
ratorium'of the Postnovitiate in
the city of C6rdoba.

On 12 May he had a meeting
with the Provincial Council of the
BRE Province to prepare for the
assessment of the Extraordinary
Visitation, and he did the same on
15 May in the URU Province.

On27 May he concluded the Ex-
traordinary Visitation of the San
Paolo Province (BSP) with ameet-
ing of Rectors and of the Provin-
cial Council and on 29 he returned
to Rome to take part in the sum-
mer session of the General Coun-
cil.

The Councillor for the
lnteramerica Region

At the conclusion of the winter
plenary session of the General
Council, Fr. Esteban Ortiz
Gonzdlez, Councillor for the In-
teramerica Region, on Saturday
29 January set out for Cochabam-
ba, to take part - on 31 January -
in the installation of the new
Provincial of Bolivia, Fr. Crist6bal
L6pez Romero. At the installation
Mass the three Salesian Bishops
in Bolivia: Archbishop Tito Solari
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of Cochabamba, Bishop Jes(rs
Juirez of El Alto and Auxiliary
Bishop Fernando Bascop6 of El Al-
to concelebrated and the Rectors
and a large number of Confreres
took part.

On 1 February the Regional
Councillor went to Guadalajara
and met with Fr. Salvador Cleofds
Murguia, Provincial of MEG, and
his Council to reflect on the letter
of the Rector Major, with the
guidelines given after the Extraor-
dinary Visitation of the Province.

On 3 he travelled to Mexico City
to meet with the Provincial of
MEM, Fr. Miguel Aguilar Medina,
and his Council.

On 4 February he went to San
Juan, in Porto Rico, and met with
the Council of the Delegation to
prepare, among other things, for
the Extraordinary Visitation of
the Antilles Province which will
be held during the second part of
the current year (2011); and with
the same purpose he went to Ha-
vana (Cuba), where he also had a
meeting with the Council of the
Delegation on 6 February. On 8
February he arrived in Santo
Domingo (Dominican Republic) to
meet the Provincial Fr. Victor
Pichardo, and his Council.

On 10 February Fr. Esteban Or-
tiz Gonziiez arrived in Caracas
(Venezuela) to begin the Extraor-

dinary Visitation of the "Saint
Luhe" Prouince of Venezuela
IYEN); after meting the Provin-
cial Fr Luciano Stefani, and the
Provincial Council, on l-1 he be-
gan to visit the Communities and
hold meetings with the Provincial
Commissions.

On 9 April he interrupted the
Extraordinary Visitation to VEN
and travelled to Rome to take part
in the Intermediate Session of the
General Council (11-19 April),
during which the two Regions of
America: Interamerica and Latin
America - South Cone were stud-
ied.

On2l April the Regional Coun-
cillor returned to the Venezuela
Province to continue the Extraor-
dinary Visitation until 17 May
when he finished visiting the 30
Communities of the Province, in-
cluding the Missionary Communi-
ties of the Vicariate of Puerto Ay-
acucho.

On 20 May he held a meeting
with the Rectors of the Communi-
ties and the following day closed
the Extraordinary Visitation pre-
senting to an Assembly of the
Confreres the frnal report and tak-
ing part in the Provincial celebra-
tion of the "Day of Fidelity", when
the anniversaries ofthe confreres
are remembered; on this occasion,
in particular the hundredth birth-
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day of Fr Giuseppe Berno, a Sale-
sian missionary was celebrated.
Finally in the afternoon of the
same day Fr. Esteban Ortiz
Gonz{lez held a meeting with the
Provincial and his Council.

On Sunday 22May the Region-
al Councillor went to Quito and
the following day held a meeting
with Fr. Marcelo Farf6n, Provin-
cial of ECU, and his Council to as-

sess the implementation of the
recommendations of the Rector
Major aJter the ExtraordinaryVis-
itation, held in 2009. During the
following days tr'r. Esteban trav-
elled to Guayaquil and Machala to
greet the Confreres and the faith-
ful where he had worked as parish
priest in the past. On 24May he
presided at Mass in the Sanctuary
of Mary Help of Christians at
Guayaquil and on Saturday 28
took part in a commemorative
dinner for the 100th anniversary
of the foundation of the'Crist6bal
Col6n'College.

On 29 May he returned to Rome
to take part in the summer ses-
sion of the General Council.

The Councillor for the East Asia
and Oceania Region

At the conclusion of the winter
plenary session of the General

Council, the Regional Councillor
Fr. Andrew Wong left for Manila,
in the Philippines on Monday 31
January 2011. On Sunday 5 Feb-
ruary he joined the Salesian Fam-
ily in Makati, taking part in the
concelebrated Mass at which Bish-
op Leo Drona SDB presided. On 9
February he went to Cebu, in the
Southern Philippines, to meet the
Provincial Council.

On 17 February he left Manila
for Saigon (H6 Chi Minh), inViet-
nant, for the Extraordinary Visi-
tation of the Province which be-
gan with a visit to the communi-
ties situated on the periphery of
the city. On Monday 21 February
he went to North Vietnam to visit
the various Salesian presences; he
also had the opportunity to meet
the Bishop of Hanoi and those of
other Dioceses in which the confr-
eres are working. On25 February
he returned to South Vietnam to
celebrate the Feast ofSs. Versiglia
and Caravario in the community
at K'Long, a missionary commu-
nity working with tribal people.

At the beginning March 2011,
on 2 he met the Provincial of Viet-
nam and his Council at the post-
novitiate in Dalat. On 3 March he
left Saigon to go to Thailand, to
prepare for the Team Visit to the
Region, which began on 8 March
with Mass at which the Rector
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Major presided, and ended on Sat-
urday 12 March with a conference
by the Rector Major and concele-
brated Mass. Afterwards between
Sunday 13 and Wednesday 15 the
Rector Major preached a Retreat
for the Provincials, who also had
the chance to speak with the Rec-
tor Major personally.

On Wednesday 15 March the
Regional left Bangkok for Ulan-
baatar, in Mongolia, to continue
the Extraordinary Visitation;
Mongolia, in fact is a Delegation of
the Vietnam Province. On this oc-

casion, the Regional was also able
to speak with the Bishop of Mon-
golia, Mons. Wenceslao Padilla CI-
CM.

On Tuesday 22 March from
Ulanbaatar he returned to Saigon
to continue the ExtraordinaryVis-
itation in Vietnam. On Saturday
26 he had a meeting with the
Provincial and the Council of the
FMA present in Vietnam. On
Wednesday 30 he had a meeting
with Cardinal John Baptist Pham
Minh Man, Archbishop of Thdn-
Ph6 HO Chi Minh (Saigon).

At the beginning of April he con-
tinued his visits to the communi-
ties in the South and the Centre of
Vietnam. On Sunday 17 he met
the confreres of the Provincial
House for the celebration of Palm
Sunday, and stayed there also for

the celebrations of the whole of
Holy Week. On Holy Thursday he
had the opportunity to concele-
brate the Chrism Mass in the
Cathedral of Saigon with the Car-
dinal.

On Thursday 28 April the Re-
gional had a meeting with the
Provincial and his Council. And
on Friday 29 the Extraordinary
Visitation concluded with a meet-
ingwith the Provincial, his Coun-
cil, all the Rectors of the commu-
nities in Vietnam, in the house of
K'Long.

On 4 May Fr. Andrew Wong left
Saigon for Melbourne, in Aus-
tralia, to start the consultation
process for the appointment of the
new Provincial. He held meetings
with confreres in various places in
Australia until 13 May, when he
went to Suva, Fiji, to consult the
confreres in the formation house
ofthe Pacific zone ofthe Province.
The following day, 14 May, from
Fiji he went to Samoa for the con-
sultation. On Monday 16 he left
Samoa for Sidney and then Mani-
la.

On Thursday 19 he went to La-
hore, in Pakistan, for a special as-

sembly of the confreres who are
workingin that country. Also pre-
sent was the Provincial of the
Southern Philippines, Fr. George
Militante. On24 May Fr. Andrew
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Wong celebrated the solemnity of
Mary Help of Christians with the
confreres and the students of the
Lahore community. In the evening
he left Pakistan for the Philip-
pines. On Friday 27 he left for
Rome, to take part in the summer
session of the General Council.

The Counci!lor for the
South Asia Region

The Regional Councillor for
South Asia, Fr. Maria Arokiam
Kanaga, after leaving Rome at the
end of the winter plenary session
of the General Council, arrived in
Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh, on
31 January the Feast of Don
Bosco, to take part in the Nation-
al Assembly of the Past Pupils of
India. On 1 February he visited
various Salesian houses in West
Arunachal Pradesh. He also had a
meeting with Bishop Michael
Akasius Toppo of Tezpur, before
travelling on to Chennai and
Tiruchy. After a short visit to his
parents, on 5 February he took
part in the installation of the new
Provincial of Tiruchy, Fr. Albert
Johnson.

On 6 February he travelled to
Chennai, holding a meeting with
the Provincial Council of the INM
Province. On 8, he went to Banga-

lore, and held a meeting with
some confreres to determine the
programme for the Retreat to be
preached by the Rector Major and
the programme for the Team Vis-
it. The following day he reached
Guwahati, where he presided at
Mass to celebrate the 25th an-
niversary of the entry into the
Salesian Family of the MSMHC
Congregation.

On 11 February the Feast of Our
Lady ofLourdes, the Regional be-
gan the Extraord,inary Visitation
of the Guwahati Prouince (ING),
with a meeting with the Provin-
cial Council and another with the
Rectors of the communities in the
Province. Thenbetween 12 and 18

February he visited the three
houses in Tura, in the Garo Hills
District. Afterwards on 21 he re-
turned to Bangalore to welcome
the Rector Major and his secre-
tary, Fr. JuanJos6 Bartolom6. The
Rector Major then preached a Re-
treat to all the Provincials and the
members of their Councils and the
Directors of Novices in the Re-
gion. This was followed by the
Team Visit to the South Asia Re-
gion by the Rector Major and
some members of the General
Council. The Visit was held in
Bangalore, at the National Bibli-
cal, Catechetical and Liturgical
Centre (NBCLC), between 1 and 5
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March. After this the Regional
went to Hua Hin, Thailand, to
take part in the Team Visit to the
East Asia and Oceania Regionbe-
tween 8 and 12 March. When this
was over Fr. Maria Arokiam took
the opportunity to visit the Sale-
sian houses in the south of Thai-
land for three days. Then between
16 and 18 he visited some commu-
nities in Sri Lanka.

After this break, due to the var-
ious activities mentioned, the Re-
gional returned to the Guwahati
Province to continue the Extraor-
dinary Visitation, beginning at
Agartala, in the State of Tripura,
starting from 19 March. Then un-
til 19 May the Regional carried
out his Visitation in Tripura (6

houses), Mizoram (3 houses),
Lower East Assam (5 houses),
Jaintia Hills (3 houses); in addi-
tion the houses in the city of
Guwahati and some in the diocese
of Bongaigaon in Assam and
Nongstoin in Meghalaya. During
these Visitations he also met the
Bishops of Agartala, Aizwal, Di-
phu, Guwahati, and Tura to speak
about the Salesian presences in
their Dioceses. The Regional also
held other meetings on a zonal ba-
sis in five different places to share
ideas about the problems in these
parts of the Province. In every
Salesian presence the Regional al-

so visited the houses ofthe groups
belonging to the Salesian Family,
such as the FMA, MSMHC, SMI
(Sisters of Mary Immaculate) and
the VSDB (Visitation Sisters of
Don Bosco, Shillong). In this frrst
part of the Visitation the Region-
al went to 38 houses and pres-
ences in total.

Interrupting the programme of
the Visitation, on 20 May the Re-
gional travelled to Chennai. Here
he received the perpetual vows of
two confreres from the INM
Province, presiding at Mass on the
Solemnity of Mary Help of Chris-
tians on 24May, which was also
the 25th anniversary of his own
ordination to the priesthood. The
following day he celebrated the ju-
bilee with his parents in his home
town, Varadarajanpet. After a
thanksgiving visit to the Sanctu-
ary of the Marian Basilica in Ve-
lankanni on 27 May, Fr. Maria
Arokiam returned to Rome on 30
May to take part in the summer
session of the General Council.

The Councillor for the
North Europe Region

After the winter session of the
General Council, the Regional
Councillor Fr Marek Chrzan, left
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for Croatia to celebrate the Feast
ofDon Bosco. On Sunday 30 Jan-
uary at Zagreb he took part in the
solemn Mass at which 15 new
Salesians-Cooperators made their
promise. On 31 January he went
to Zepte in Bosnia, where in the
Salesian school le took part in the
Solemnity of Don Bosco, blessing
a new monument to the Father
and Teacher ofYouth.

Between 4 and 6 February he re-
turned to the Generalate in Rome
and took part in a seminar on
"Rethinking Salesian Youth Min-
istry."

Between 10 and 16 February he
was in the Irish Province for a fact
finding visit, during which he took
part in the celebration ofthe 50th
anniversary of the Our Lady of
Lourdes parish in Dublin, en-
trusted to the Salesians. He then
visited all the Salesian communi-
ties in Ireland.

On 24 February he began the
Extraordinary Visitatioru of the
Croatia Prouince. He began with a
meetingwith the Provincial Coun-
cil at Zagreb and a visit to the
community of the Provincial
house. He then visited: the parish
community of Zagreb - Kne1ija,
then the parishes of Zagreb -

Jarun, and Zagreba - Rude5. Be-
tween 11 and 15 March the Re-
gional visited the formation house

inZagreb - Podsused, and then the
house in Rijeka (school and three
parishes); then the houses of
Zadar, Split and Dubrovnik.

Between 2 and 9 April the Re-
gional was in the EST Circum-
scription with Fr Francesco Cere-
da and the Provincial Fr Giuseppe
Pelizzari and visited some pres-
ences in Belarus, in Russia
(Moscow and Saint Petersburg)
and in the Ukraine, to examine
the mission beingundertaken and
the situation in view of the future
re-organisation of the Circum-
scription.

On ll April he visited the Croa-
tian confreres in the community
of San Tarcisio in Rome;then be-
tween 12 and.14 he went to Turin
to meet the Croatian confreres
and others from the North Europe
Region in the formation commu-
nity oftheolory at the "Crocetta."
Here he also took part in the
meeting of the 'Curatorium'.

On 15 April he returned to
Croatia to continue the Extraor-
dinary Visitation. First he visited
the community of Zepte in
Bosnia, and then met the confr-
eres of the community of Badljev-
ina in Slavonia. He spent the days
of Easter atZagreb in the Provin-
cial House. After Easter he visited
the confreres in the presences of
the community of Beli Manastir.
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On29 April he ended the Extraor-
dinary Visitation at Zagreb, hold-
ing meetings with the Provincial
Council and the confreres who
had come for a special final meet-
ing. On 30 April he returned to
Rome to take part on 1 May in the
beatification ofJohn Paul II.

Between 7 and 13 May he took
part in the Tearn Visit to the At-
lantic-Germo.n zorle of the North,
Europe Region in Germany at As-
chau-Waldwinkel. On 14 May he
took part in the meeting of the
Rector Major and his Vicar with
the Provincials of the Polish
Provinces in Warsaw.

Between 15 and 19 May with
the Rector Major and his Vicar he
once again visited the Special Cir-
cumscription of the ESI taking
part in meetings with the confr-
eres in the Ukraine, Belarus and
Russia. On 21 May he took part
in the ordination to the priest-
hood of confreres from the
Province of Krakow at OSwigcim,
in Poland.

On 23 May he went to Brussels
to take part in the conclusion of
the Extraordinary Visitation of
the North Belgium and Holland
Province, carried out by Fr Fabio
Attard.

On 29 and 30 he went to War-
saw for the Conference ofSalesian
Provincials of Poland and the East

(KSIP). On 30 May he returned to
Rome to take part in the summer
session of the General Council.

The Councillor for the
West Europe Region

At the end of the winter session
of the General Council, the Re-
gional Councillor Fr Jos6 Miguel
Nrinez left Rome to travel to M6ri
da, to take part on 29 January in
the celebration of the fiftieth an-
niversary ofthe Salesian presence
in that city. On 31 still in M6rida
he celebrated with the young peo-
ple and the Salesian Family the
Feast of Don Bosco and presided
at the ceremony of the taking of
their Promise by the Salesians-Co-
operators.

On 1 February Fr Jos6 Miguel
went to Seuille to begin in the
name of the Rector Major the Ex-
traordinary Visitation, of that
Province. The Visitation contin-
ued until the end of May, with
some interruptions for Regional
matters and other tasks entrust-
ed to the Regional.

Between 6 and 12 February he
went to Mexico to preach a Re-
treat to the Rectors of the two
Provinces (MEG and MEM) at
Guadalajara.

On his return he continued the
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Extraordinary Visitation of
Seville.

On 23 February the Councillor
took part in the Prize Distribution
ceremony at the "Colegio Mayor
San Juan Bosco" in Seville, at the
solemn opening of the university
academic year.

On2-4 March in Barcellona he
chaired a meeting of the Iberian
Conference and the annual meet-
ing of the West Europe Region at-
tended by the Provincials and Vice
Provincials of all the Provinces.

On 5-6 March he took part in a
Provincial meeting of the Confra-
ternities ("hermandades y
cofradias") of Andalucia in the city
of La Lfnea de La Concepci6n
(Cadiz) and on 27 March a in a
meeting of the "Hogares Don
Bosco" at Pozoblanco (C6rdoba).

In the month of April on 2 the
Councillor took part in the Re-
gional Committee of the Past
Pupils at Malaga. On the t he took
part in the annual meeting of the
teachers of vocational training
and gave a conference entitled:
"Don Bosco and vocational train-
ing: challenges and charismatic
prospects for a renewed practice."

On 16-17 April at Madrid -

Carabanchel Fr Jos6 Miguel
Nriflez chaired e meeting of the
Provincial Councils of Spain for
the process ofthe Restructuration

of the Salesizur presences in Spain.
Later he chaired two other meet-
ings with the Provincials to con-
tinue the process, also in Madrid
on 9 May and 20 June.

Still in April, between 21 and
24,the Regional took part in East-
er Youth Gatherings held in San-
lricar La Mayor (Seville), San Jos6
del Valle (Cadiz) and Antequera
(M6laga).

In the moth of May on 8 chaired
the Provincial Assembly of the As-
sociation of Mary Help of Chris-
tians at Triana (Seville). On 14 he
took part in the ordinations to the
diaconate of six confreres from
AFO (3), ATE (2) and SSE (1),
students in Seville, and in the
priestly ordination of a confrere
from SSE in the Basilica of Mary
Help of Christians.

On 15 he flew to the Canary Is-
lands for the Extraordinary Visi-
tation to the three Salesian houses
there and to celebrate the novena
of Mary Help of Christians on the
islands of Gran Canarias and
Tenerife.

On 28 May, the Province Feast
Duy, the Regional Councillor
presided at the Salesian house in
Triana (Seville), which was keep-
ing the 75th anniversary of its
foundation. It was a day of
thanksgiving on which to con-
clude the Extraordina4r Visitation



ofthe Province carried out in the
name of the Rector Major over
four months.

During the Visitation the Coun-
cillor also met the Bishops of the
Dioceses of Huelva, Jerez, Cadiz,
M6rida-Badajoz, C6rdoba, Tener-
ife, Gran Canaria and Seville.

On 31 May he returned to Rome
to take part in the summer ple-
nary session of the General Coun-
cil.

The Councillor for the
Italy Middle East Region

The Regional Councillor for the
Italy Middle East Region, Fr Pier
Fausto Frisoli, at the conclusion of
the winter session of the General
Council, took part on 29 January
in the celebrations for the 75'h an-
niversary ofthe Foundation ofthe
Salesian Centre in Taranto.

Then on 30 January he resumed
t};.e ExtrqDrdinary Visitatioru of the
" Sacred Heart" Circumscription
of Central ltaly (which he had be-
gun in September 2010), visiting
in turn the communities of Genoa
- Sampierdarena (where he cele-
brated the Solemnity of Saint
John Bosco), Vallecrosia, Alassio,
Genoa - Quarto, Yarazze, La
Spezia, Loreto, Ancona, Macerata,
Civitanova Alta, Civitanova

Marche, Porto Recanati, Vasto,
L'Aquila, Sulmona, Ortona, Rome
- Don Bosco, Rome - Speranza,
Rome - Blessed Philip Rinaldi,
Rome - San Tarcisio, Rome - Tes-
taccio, Latina, tr'rascati, Genzano,
Arezzo, Rome Borgo - Don Bosco,
Rome - Gerini, Rome - Sacred
Heart, Rome - Pius XI.

On 18 February he took part in
the National Directive Council of
CNOS-Schools. On 14 March and
26-27 May he chaired the meeting
of the Provincial Council of the
Circumscription. On 28 May he
concluded the Extraordinary Vis-
itation, presiding at the Assembly
of the Rectors and the members of
the Provincial Council at Gen-
zano.

The planned journey to Syria
with the Provincials of the Region,
organised for 1 to 8 May, was can-
celled because of the worsening of
the political situation in the coun-
try.

The Secretary General

Implementing the guidelines for
the planned programme of the six-
year period, the Secretary Gener-
al Fr Marian Stempel in agree-
ment with the Rector Major and
the Regional Councillors organ-
ised in this period a meeting of the
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Prouincial Secretaries of the Inter-
q.merica Region, held in the "Ta-
bor" Retreat House at Santa Eu-
lalia, Chosica, Lima, between 2

and 6 May 2011.
As was indicated in the letter

calling the meetings, their pur-
pose was updating and an ex-
change ofideas. Subjects on the
agenda were those of particular
interest to the Secretary and the
Provincial Secretariat with regard
to documentation, to the statis-
tics, juridical aspects, the archives
and libraries. Special attention
was given to the archives and to
the various juridical issues. The
active participation ofthe Secre-
taries and the fraternal atmos-

phere of the meetings should be
mentioned, as well as the value of
the opportunity to get to know the
different situations.

After the meeting at Chosica,
thanks to the kindness of the
Provincial and several confreres,
the Secretary \tras able to visit
some of the houses in the
Province admiring the rich variety
of the works and the commitment
ofthe confreres.

A special word of thanks for
their hospitality is due to the com-
munity of the community of the
Provincial House, Lima - San
Jos6, which hosted the Secretaries
and gave them a Salesian wel-
come.
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5.1 Our entrustment to Mary

Below is the text of the talk giuen
by the Rector Major, Fn Pascual
Chd.uez Villanueua, at the conclu-
sion of the VI International Con-
gress of Mary Help of Christians,
held at Czestochowa (Poland) be-
tween 3 and 6 August 2011, an inz-
portant euent for the whole Sale-
sian Family.

1. Mary, pilgrim of faith
I want to begin this Marian re-

flection proposing some passages
from the encyclical "The Mother
of the Redeemer," in which
Blessed Pope John Paul II pre-
sented her as a pilgrim in the
faith.

Starting with the Annunciation
there begins for Mary "a faith
journey": her whole life is seen
transformed by the invitation of
God to collaborate in his plan for
the salvation of all men through
the conception in her virgrn womb
of his Son, Jesus. Mary "respond-
ed, therefore, with all her human
and femining ,,f,,>" (Redemptoris
Mater,13). The gospel underlines
the fact that Mary grows in her
understanding of God's plan of
salvation; on various occasions it
is also said that she did not imme-

diately understand what was hap-
pening (cf. Lk 2,L9), or what was
being said (cf. Lk 2,33;2,51). For
this reason she kept all these
things in her heart, meditating on
them. It is not possible to grow in
faith without the attitude of spiri-
tual depth, of which Mary is the
most beautiful example.

We can even say that the one
who helped Mary the most to
grow in faith was her own Son Je-
sus, who invited her to follow a
path which goes from a mother-
hood which is simply physical to
the fullness of what is already pre-
sent at the starting point: moth-
erhood in the faith.

From this point of view it is pos-

sible to contemplate in the gospel
texts passages in which the Moth-
er ofJesus appears successively.
Blessed John Paul II highlights
this process. With regard to the
first ofthese gospel texts, the find-
ing of the child Jesus in the Tem-
ple the Pope writes: "Thus even
his Mother, to whom had been re-
vealed most completely the mys-
tery of his divine sonship, lived in
intimacy with this mystery only
through faith! Living side by side
with her Son under the same roof
and faithfully persevering "in her
union with her Son," she "ad-
vanced in her pilgrimage of faith,
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...And so it was during Christ's
public life too that day by day
there was fulfrlled in her the bless-
ing uttered by Elizabeth at the
Visitation." (Redemptoris Mater,
L7).

With regard to the marriage
feast at Cana (Jn.2, 1-11), John
PauI II insists: "That event al-
ready quite clearly outlines the
new dimension, the new meaning
of Mary's motherhood... Jesus
means above all to contrast the
motherhood resulting from the
fact of birth with what this "moth-
erhood" is to be in the dimension
of the Kingdom of God." (.Be-

demptoris Mater,2t).

It is necessary to understand in
the same sense the passages in
which it would seem that Jesus
shows a lack of respect for his
mother, which in fact have the in-
tention of underlining this process
in the faith. In Lk 8,19-2l,when
they tell Jesus: < your mother and
brothers are standing outside and
wish to see you>, he replies: "My
mother and my brothers are those
who hear the word of God and do
it"". John Paul II comments: "Is
Jesus thereby distancing himself
from his mother according to the
flesh? ... One must nevertheless
note that the new and different
motherhood which Jesus speaks

of to his disciples refers precisely
to Mary in a very special way. Is
not Mary the first of "those who
hear the word of God and do it?"
(Redemptoris Mater, 2O).

So too, when a woman in the
crowd wanting to praise him cries
out: "Blessed is the womb that
bore you, and the breasts that you
sucked", Jesus replies: "Blessed
rather are those who hear the
word of God and do it" 17P L1,27).
In the encyclical the Pope com-
ments: "But to the blessing ut-
tered by that woman upon her
who was his mother according to
the flesh, Jesus replies in a signif-
icant way... He wishes to divert
attention from motherhood un-
derstood only as a fleshly bond, in
order to direct it towards those
mysterious bonds of the spirit
which develop from hearing and
keeping God's word" (Redemp-

toris Mater,20).

But it is above all in the scene at
the foot ofthe cross, as Saint John
describes it (Jn \9,25-27), that J e-

sus associates his Mother Mary
with his radical emptying of him-
self ('kenosls'). It is precisely in
stripping herself from her physi-
cal motherhood of Jesus that
Mary becomes the Mother of the
Mystical Body of Christ, the
Church; so that every Christian,
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as a'beloved disciple' of the Lord,
is the'son of Mary' (Origen).

The highpoint of this Messianic
Motherhood in the faith and for
the faith we find in the last bibli-
cal passage to speak of Mary: the
book of the Acts, which describing
the Apostles gathered in the Up-
per Room in expectation of the
Holy Spirit tells us that "All these
joined in continuous prayer, to-
gether with several women, in-
cluding Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with his brothers." (Act 1,14).
Mary is present at the beginning
of the Church, as she was at the
incarnation of the Son of God in a
most special, unique way. "In the
redemptive economy of grace...
there is a unique correspondence
between the moment of the Incar-
nation of the Word and the mo-
ment of the birth of the Church.
The person who links these two
moments is Mary: Mary at
Nazareth and Mary in the Upper
Room at Jerusalem. In both cases

her discreet yet essential presence
indicates the path of "birth from
the Holy Spirit." Thus she who is
present in the mystery of Christ
as Mother becomes-by the will of
the Son and the power of the Holy
Spirit-present in the mystery of
the Church" (Redemptoris Mater,
24).

2. Mary in Salesian life
The special Salesian way of

reading the Gospel invites us to
have a maturity and a firmness al-
so in our devotion to Mary, ac-
cording to the example and teach-
ing Don Bosco in our way of living
and spreading our filial love for
the Virgin.

The Salesian charism is above
all the result of a divine initiative:
"through the motherly interces-
sion of Mary the Holy Spirit raised
up St John Bosco to contribute to
the salvation of youth" (SDB Con-
stitutions art. 1).

The emphasis naturally is
placed on God Our Lord, whose
plan for the salvation ofyouth it is
- and from the point ofview ofthe
Trinity - on the Spirit who oper-
ates as the strength which realis-
es God's salvation in history rais-
ing up co-workers with God. This
language recalls the account ofthe
Annunciation, in which the Holy
Spirit is given to Mary "so that
the impossible may become possi-
ble": the incarnation ofthe Son of
God.

We want to stress the charis-
matic nature of the Salesian Fam-
ily which comes to birth as God's
plan and initiative rather than
man's plan and initiative, yet with
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all the sensitivity of God that Don
Bosco had in doing the best for the
young. Even more, this sensitivi-
ty needs to be accepted as a gift of
the Spirit, who raised up Don
Bosco, and formed in him "the
heart ofa father and teacher, ca-
pable of total self-giving" (C. SDB
1), and guided him in the founda-
tion of that spiritual apostolic
movement which is the Salesian
Family.

The most interesting aspect of
this action of the Spirit, however,
is that Don Bosco experienced it
through the motherly mediation
of Mary. It is as though for Don
Bosco Mary was the incarnation of
the Spirit: given to him as "The
teacher under whose guidance he
would learn and obtain wisdom."
(MB I, p. 27). And on the other
hand, Mary teaches him to open
himself to the action of the Spirit
and to allow himself to be led by
Him, even to being changed into
"deeply the man of God, filled
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit
..." (C. SDB 2l).In this way, and
"living as though he saw the in-
visible" (Heb 1L,27), Don Bosco
dedicated his whole life to the ser-
vice of the young and placed his
charism at the service of the
Church, first of all through the
Salesian Society and then through
the whole Salesian Family.

From this active presence ofthe
Holy Spirit and the maternal as-
sistance of theVirgin Mary we can
draw on the strength needed for
our fidelity and the support of our
hope (cf. C. SDB 1). In no way is
this some sort of the personalisa-
tion of the Holy Spirit in Mary;
rather it is a question ofan insep-
arable union through which the
Holy Spirit acts as the transform-
ingpower of the individual within
himself and as the strength which
frees forces capable of transform-
ing history. In this way Mary acts
as "mother and teacher" as mod-
el and guide, who educates us in
the faith and teaches us to become
children of God, as she did with
her divine Son. Today as yester-
day, with us as with Don Bosco,
"the Spirit raises up through the
motherly intervention of Mary"
missionaries of the young, apos-
tles consecrated to their salvation.

2.7 The presence of Mary in
the So,l.esian Family

The presence of Mary is an es-

sential element in the identity of
the Salesian Family and conse-
quently of the vocation of every
Salesian. Devotion to Mary is es-

sential in our lives as it was in the
life of Don Bosco and as it was in
the foundation of the Salesian
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Congregation and of the first
groups of the Salesian Family.

In the life of Don Bosco the ac-
tion of Mary is describes with
three words: "indicate" "guide"
and "support". Mary Most HoIy
pointed out to him the field of his
labours, guided him in all his en-
terprises and supported him in
the foundation ofthe first groups
of the Salesian Family. The pres-
ence of Mary is real and is possible
thanks to the assumption into
heaven of Mary, who continues to
intervene with motherly care in
the history of mankind, as she did
at the marriage feast of Cana. For
the members of the Salesian Fam-
ily this solicitude by Mary on be-
half of a young couple, who were
about to see their festivities inter-
rupted, is also manifested in a way
in little John Bosco's "dream at
nine years of age" who then re-
ceives from Mary the pointer to
poor abandoned young people and
those in danger, as the specific
field of his activity and the gift of
an educational approach of kind-
ness as a pastoral method.

As for the beloved disciple at the
foot of the cross, Mary was given
to Don Bosco as mother and
teacher in order to learn that spir-
ituality, that programme of educa-
tion and that pedagogical system

which is the Preventive System,
with its roots in the love of God,
which preserves from negative ex-
periences that could seriously im-
pact on the lives ofthe young, and
which releases the best energies
present in the hearts of every
young person.

For every Salesian Mary ought
to be a real mother and teacher
who takes him into her school, un-
der her control, and enables him
to gradually acquire those atti-
tudes which make educative-pas-
toral work among the young pos-

sible. Devotion to Mary can be ex-
pressed through religious prac-
tices, but is is above all a life expe-
rience as it was for Don Bosco.

With Don Bosco we believe that
Mary is present among us and
continues her "mission of Mother
of the Church and Help of Chris-
tians" It is worth noting that Don
Bosco very wisely combines the ti-
tle of Help of Christians with that
of Mother of the Church. With re-
gard to this insight of Don Bosco -
it should be remembered that on-
Iy at the conclusion of the Second
Vatican Council in the closing ad-
dress did Paul VI officially pro-
claim Mary as "Mother of the
Church" - it is important that we
never separate these two titles. As
disciples of Jesus we are the
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Church, which has Mary as its
mother, and as Christians we con-
tinue to be under the protection of
Mary and we are called to be
'helpers' of the young in prevent-
ing and fighting against all the
evils which threaten them, from
the physical, economic and social
points of view as well as the moral
and spiritual aspects

Once again the aspects of 'moth-
erhood' are highlighted, in the
sense ofthe unconditional prefer-
ential acceptance of those most in
need, and in the sense of loving
kindness as a basic attitude in
dealing with the young; aspects
represented in this twofold title
with which every Salesian calls on
Mary.

In this way we entrust ourselves
to Mary "the humble servant in
whom the Lord has done great
things, that we may become wit-
nesses to the young ofher Son's
boundless love." (C. SDB 8). Our
"totus tuus" obliges us to live with
the spirit of Mary, the spirit of the
Magnificat, in order to live our
pastoral and educative Mission.

Entrustment is a filial gesture:
abandoning oneself to Ma4r, as an
infant does in its Mother's arms,
but with the awareness of some-
one who entrusts themselves to a
person and consecrates them-

selves to her in order to indicate
dedication and belonging. In this
way our devotion to Mary involves
dedication, trust, belonging, avail-
ability. The hymn of the 'Magnifi-
cat' is an invitation to gather to-
gether all the anguished history of
humanity, which began to be re-
newed in Mary, the new Eve, and
through her. From this arises the
mission of every Salesian which
does not consist in doing things no
matter how important, but in be-
ing "witnesses among the young
of the inexhaustible love of the Fa-

ther manifested in Jesus."

So far we have wanted to show
who Mary is in the Church and in
our Family, and at the same time
to suggest a programme to make
it a fact of life, so that our love be-
comes expressed in docility, imita-
tion and a commitment to make
visible, credible and effective the
love of God for the young.

2.2 Mary in our liaes and in
our prayers

The reason for our Marian de-
votion is the fact that "Mary,
Mother of God, holds a unique
place in the history of salvation"
(C. SDB 92). Devotion to her is
not a matter of the emotional or
sentimental, but rather an ex-
pression faith. Our affection for
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her is above all a recognition of
her role as the Mother of Our Sav-
iour and of the mission with which
the Lord himself has entrusted
her on behalfofthe Church and of
humanity. Here we find again the
Mariology of Luke and of John,
who present Mary as the first one
to believe, as the example of the
disciple as the teacher of the
Christian. But we also find the
Mariolory of Don Bosco, who ven-
erated her as the Immaculate
HeIp of Christians.

As Christians we can discover
four typical features which char-
acterise our devotion to Mary and
which we are called to cultivate
and to imitate:

1) Her life of faith as an openness
and a readiness to accept the
will of God, well documented
in the Gospels especially at the
Annunciation;

2) Her concern for those in need,
those who, precisely on ac-
count oftheir poverty or ofbe-
ing abandoned have more need
to experience the fact that God
loves them, as she did visiting
her cousin or being attentive at
Cana;

3) Her fidelity under trial, which
is at the same time the revela-
tion that salvation is to be
found in the cross and in par-

ticipation in suffering, which
Mary learned and lived stand-
ing at the foot of the cross;

4) Her joy at the marvels worked
by the Father, having experi-
enced the faithfulness of God
to his promises and the mar-
vels brought about in us, in our
young people, so that we too
can join in Mary's hymn of the
'Magnificat'

As Salesians, furthermore, we
recognise her work as the
"teacher" of Don Bosco to whom
she indicated the Salesian mission
and the apostolic interior life
which leads us to unite in a won-
derful way passion for God (who
calls us and consecrates us to
Himselfl with the passion for the
Kingdom (humanity, the young),
to whom we are sent and to whom
we dedicate our lives.

For Don Bosco the twofold invo-
cation of the Immaculate and the
HeIp of Christians is not insignifi-
cant. They are not two titles
which can be switched like labels.
Mary Immaculate and Mary Help
of Christians are concerned with
the Salesian mission, with those
for whom it exists and with the
method of education.

In so far as she is the Immacu-
late one Mary represents the di-
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vine pedagory, the force of love
which has the great power to open
the hearts of men and women and
therefore ofthe young, "so that
they know they are loved..." Don
Bosco would say, and which leads
them to "understand and love the
things that are not agreeable to
them ... such as discipline, study
and self mortifrcation They must
learn these things with love" (BM
XVII, p.88)

We are in the presence of the
translation into pedagogical
terms of what Saint John de-
clares: "This is the love I mean:
not our love for God but God's
love for us when he sent his Son"
(1 Jru 4,10).It means that the ex-
perience of love as lived and
recognised produces in the hu-
man being the desire to respond
with all one's efforts, those which
flow from the heart. It is not sur-
prising that Don Bosco concen-
trated all his pedagory oflove and
on loving kindness. This led him
to make his own the Preventive
System which puts the emphasis
on going out towards the young,
taking the first step and having
special regard for the least. Mary
Immaculate, therefore, repre-
sents for Don Bosco the incarna-
tion of the anticipating love of
God, especially for poor, aban-

doned young people and those in
danger.

As Help of Christians Mary rep-
resents both the defence of those
most in need in their abandon-
ment and the motherly care of one
who takes them by the hand and
leads, educates and forms them.
Undoubtedly the title of Help of
Christians in the times of Don
Bosco had overtones different
from those it might have in our
day. In any case, the main victims
ofthe current social, neo-liberal
and secularised model are cer-
tainly the young; either because
they lack what is necessary their
normal development is compro-
mised, and they are tempted to
pursue life styles which do not
lead to its fullness, or, because
closed in on themselves, in a com-
fort zone, they lose the meaning of
life, the capacity to give them-
selves, generosity and service, or-
ganising their lives with God, the
source oflife, on the fringes.

Those to whom we are sent in
our mission, the poor, abandoned
young people and those in danger
are an incentive for our devotion
to Mary Help of Christians.It is a
matter of those who have no oth-
er help than that which comes to
them from God who is proud to be
their defender.
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3. By way of a eonclusion...
and a point of departure

The challenges we face nowa-
days in bearing witness to and
proclaiming Jesus Christ are dif-
ferent from those the disciples of
Jesus met. In facing them suc-
cessfully we are not alone nor are
we stripped ofdefences. Today as
yesterday we have a mother and a
model who educates us in the faith
and teaches us to be believers:
Mary.

If when the Father sent the Son
into the world he entmsted him to
Mary as mother and teacher, she
will help us to acquire the great
attitudes by which she lived and
knew how to build up in Jesus: the
constant search for the Will of
God, and the total acceptance ofit
in our lives, which leads us to give
ourselves like her in the practical
and humble service of the young
as an expression ofour love for Je-
SUS.

If the Father chose Mary the
humbly young girl from Nazareth,
so that she would collaborate with
him in the salvation of mankind,
being the Mother of his Son Jesus
Christ, and granted her the full-
ness of grace, with which she ful-
ly corresponded, with the obedi-
ence offaith and total dedication,

then Mary will also help us to
know how to welcome God into
our lives so that, guided by the
Holy Spirit, we may continue to
grow in maturity in our faith and
merit the blessing of the Lord:

"Blessed are those who hear the
word of God and do it. "

How can we make our entrust-
ment to Mary practical and keep
it in our hearts, making fruitful
thejourney undertaken in prepa-
ration for this Congress and the
experience we have had of the
Congress itself?

. Special attention should be giv-
en to the current situation of
the family which has the prima-
ry responsibility for education
and is the frrst place for evange-
lisation. The whole Church has
taken note ofthe serious diffi-
culties in which the family flrnds
itselfand recognises the need to
provide extraordinary help for
its formation, its development
and for the responsible exercise
of its task of education. The
Salesian charism in guiding
families returns to its origins
and in coming into contact with
the spirit of Don Bosco the fam-
ily acquires strength and evan-
gelical joy. We too are called to
act in such a way that youth
ministry is always more
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open to familyministry. The
presence of families and of
young couples who under the
guidance of Mary share a faith
journey, consisting in formation,
sharing and prayer, is an ex-
pression ofa providential gift of
Mary Help of Christians who is
taking care of the new genera-
tions.

. In view of the celebration of the
second centenary ofthe birth of
our Father Don Bosco (16 Au-
gust 2015) I ask the Association
of Mary Help of Christians to of-
fer to all the groups ofthe Sale-
sian Family some suggestions,
guidelines and apostolic ex-
periences with the young in
order to emphasise the Mar-
ian dimension of Don
Bosco's history, pedagogy
and spirituality.

. I should like to invite you to un-
dertake guidance and the an-
imation of the groups of the
Salesian Family, especially at
local level, in a Marian spirit of
service, of communion and a
special apostolic sensitivity, es-
pecially towards those most in
difficulty.

. Finally I want to announce that
the VII International Con-
gress of Mary Help of Chris-

tians will be held in Ttrrin at
Colle Don Bosco on the oc-
casion of the second cente-
nary of the birth of Don
Bosco in 2015. May it be a
Salesian Family event attentive
above all to the family as the
prophetic place for a commit-
ment to a new evangelisation
and to putting into practice the
preventive system in the face of
the educational emergency of
our times.

I conclude this talk of mine with
the blessing of God, invoking the
help and the intercession of Mary
Help of Christians on all of you
and on the whole Salesian Family.

7?#"ffi^
Rector Major

5.2 Publications for the
150th anniversary of the
Unification of ltaly

Below is some iruformation from
those responsible for the Salesian
Historical Institute regarding
some significant initiatiues on the
occasion ofthe celebrations for the
150th anniuersa.ry of the Unifica-
tion of ltaly - publications and
other euents - relating to the actiu-
ities undertaken by the Salesians
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andthe Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians, in different types of
works especially in the field of ed-
ucation, during their presence in.

Italy for ouer one hundred and
fifty years (it should be noted that
the foundation of the Salesian So-
ciety took place two years before the
proclamation of the Unification of
Italy).

On the occasion of the 150'n an-
niversary of the Unification of
Italy (1861 - 17 March - 2011) var-
ious studies, appearing in books
and magazines, have thrown light
on the activities of the Salesians
throughout the country in the pe-
riod under consideration. To be
recommended in particular for
every Provincial Library are the
following: Salesiani d.i Don Bosco
in ltalio. 150 anni di educazione
in ltalia (Rome, LAS 2011), edit-
ed by Francesco Motto; Le Figlie
di Maria Ausiliatrice in ltalia
(1872-2010). Donne nell'edu-
caziorue, edited by Grazia Loparco
- Maria Teresa Spiga (Rome, LAS
20ll); J. M. Pnnlluzo, Scuole Pro-

fes sionali Sa.lesiane. Momenti del-
lq.loro storia (1853-1953) (Rome,
CNOS-FAP 2010); G. MeNrnnI,
Salesiani laici per il mondo del la-
uoro, Turin, LDC 2011 (for ordi-
nary readers). Also n. 56 (July-De-
cember 2010) of "Ricerche Sto-

riche Salesiane" is entirely dedi-
cated to the Unification of Italy.
Two major seminars have been
planned: the first in April 201L, at
the "Sala delle colonne" in the
Parliament Building, with the
presence of the Minister for
Youth; the second, to be held on 26
October 2011, in the Sala della
Protomoteca in the Campidoglio
(Rome), where the first civic com-
memoration of St Don Bosco on
the day after Easter Sunday in
1934 took place, in the presence of
highest authorities of the State
and ofthe Church.

5.3 New Provincials

Below (in alphabetical order) we
prouide some biographicq.l details
of the Prouirucials appointed by the
Rector Major with his Council in
the course of the plenary session. -
June-July 2011.

L. CHAMBERS Gregory, Pro-
uincial of the AUSTRALIA
Prouince

Fr Gregory CHAMBERS has
been appointed to lead the "Mary
Help of Christians" Province of
AUSTRALIA and succeed Fr
Francis J. Moloney.

Born on 13 October 1950 at
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Mentone (Australia), Gregory
Chambers made his first religious
profession on 31 January 1969 in
the novitiate at Lysterfield. Per-
petually professed on 31 January
1975, he was ordained priest on 10

June 1978 at East Bentleigh.
In the first years after ordina-

tion he exercised his educative
and pastoral ministry in the hous-
es ofChadstone and Sunbury. Be-

tween 1992 and 2005 he was in
succession Rector of the commu-
nities of Glenorchy, Chadstone
and Ferntree Gully. Since 2005
until the present time in 2011 he
was School Principal of "Ru-
pertswood College" in Sunbury.

A Provincial Councillor since
1994, in 2009 he was appointed
Vice Provincial, a role he occupied
until his appointment as Provin-
cial.

2. CIOLLI Claudio, Superior of
the Vice Prouince of MADA-
GASCAR

Fr Claudio CIOLLI is the new
Superior of the "Mary Immacu-
late" Vice Province of MADA-
GASCAR. He succeeds Fr Er-
minio De Santis.

Claudio Ciolli was born in Rome
on 16 January 1968 and has been
a Salesian since 8 September
1989, when he made his first pro-

fession in Rome at the end of the
novitiate year at Lanuvio. He
made his first contacts with Mada-
gascar during his initial forma-
tion, spending three years in the
Salesian houses in Ivato "Notre
Dame de Clairvaux" and in Ijely.
On 1 September 1996 he made his
perpetual profession at Betafo
(MDG). Havingreturned to Rome
for theological studies at the Sale-
sian Pontifical University he was
ordained priest in Rome on 10 Oc-

tober 1998.
Returning to Madagascar, be-

tween 1999 and 2004 he exercised
his educative and pastoral min-
istry in the house in Fianarantsoa,
Between 2004 and 2009 he was
Rector of "Notre Dame de Clair-
vaux" house in Ivato. In 2009 he
became Rector of the Vice Provin-
cial House. A Provincial Council-
lor, in 2005 he was Delegate for
Youth Ministry in the Vice Pro-
vince; and in 2009 he also under-
took the roles of Delegate for the
Missions, Vocations and Salesians-
Cooperators.

3. CRISTIANI Pasquale, Prouin-
cialof the SOUTHERN ITALY
Prouince

To lead the "Blessed Michael
Rua" Province of SOUTHERN
ITALY the Rector Major with his
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Council has appointedEr Pasqua-
le CRISTIANL He succeeds Fr
Pasquale Martino.

Pasquale Cristiani was born on
20 September 1951 at Andria, in
the Province of Bari (Italy). He
made his first profession on 12
September 1969 in the novitiate
at Vico Equense. On 24 Septem'
ber 1975 he made his perpetual
profession and at the end ofhis
theological studies at the studen-
tate in Castellammare di Stabia,
he was ordained priest at Cerig-
nola on l July 1978.

After devoting the first years of
his priesthood in the apostolate
among the youngsters in Cerigno-
la and Torre Annunziata, Fr Cris-
tiani was parish priest of the Mi-
nor Basilica dedicated to St Do-
minic Savio in Lecce and then
Rector of the same religious com-
munity. Between 2000 and 2005
he was Delegate for Youth Min-
istry in the Southern Province.
When he was appointed Provincial
Fr Cristiani was Rector of the
"Saint John Bosco" Institute in
Taranto.

4. NGOY Jean-Claude, , Prouin-
cial of the CENTRAL AFRICA
Prouince

Fr. Jean-Claude NGOY is the
new Provincial of the "Mary As-

sumed into Heaven" Province of
CENTRAL AFRICA. He takes the
place of Fr. Joachim Tshibangu.

Jean Claude Wa Kayumba, was
born at Kabenga, Shaba (Dem.
Rep. of the Congo) on 15 May
1964, and made his first religious
profession on 24 August 1989 in
the novitiate at Kansebula. Fol-
lowing the normal Salesian for-
mation curriculum, he made his
perpetual profession on 9 July
1995 and was ordained priest at
Kipushi on 12 July 1997.

After ordination he worked for
two years in Kansebula, and was
then for two years (1999-2001) at
Rome-UPS in the "Blessed
Michael Rua" community in
which he was also a Councillor.
Having returned to his Province,
for three years he was in the com-
munity of Lubumbashi-Imara,
and then in 2004 he was appoint-
ed Director of Novices at Kanse-
bula. In 2006, he was called to the
Provincial house in Lubunbashi,
as Rector and joined the Provin-
cial Council with the role of
Provincial Delegate for Formation
and for the Salesian Family. Since
2007 he has been Vice Provincial
also exercisingthe role ofRector
of the formation community in
Kansebula.



DOCUMENTS AND NEWS ITEMS 1'13

5. ROLANDI Giouanni, Prouin-
cial of the EAST AFRICA
Prouince

To lead the "Saint John Bosco"
Province of EAST AFRICA the
Rector Major with his Council
has appointed Fr Giouanni
ROLANDI.

Born in Turin on 29 September
1963, Giovanni Rolandi made his
profession as a Salesian on 8 Sep-
tember 1983 at the end of the
novitiate year at Pinerolo. After
his postnovitiate he left for Kenya,
where he did his practical training
at Embu and theological studies at
Nairobi. Perpetually professed on

9 September 1989, he was or-
dained priest on 13 April 1991 at
Colle Don Bosco.

After ordination, he spent three
year in the formation house of
Rome - San Tarcisio. Having re-
turned to the Province he was at
Moshi, in Tanzania, and then in
1995 he moved to NairobiUtume,
where between 1999 and 2005 he
was Rector. In 2005, he moved to
the Provincial house and was ap-
pointed Vice Provincial and
Provincial Delegate for Forma-
tion, roles he was still undertak-
ing when he was appointed Pro-
vincial.
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5.4 Our dead confreres (2d list 2O11)

"Faith in the risen Christ sustains our hope and keeps alive our communion with our
brothers who rest in Christ's peace. They have spent their lives in the Congregation, and
not a few have suflered €ven to the point of martyrdom lor the love of the Lord....Their re-
membrance is an incentive to continue faithfully in our mission" lC. 94).

SUBNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV

L ALFONSI Pie'trc
P AZEVEDO Geraldo da Costa
L BATnSTELLAAbssando
L BAZAGCO Giuseppe
P BEJARAN0Carlos
P BERSANO Julio
L BOCCHlOTTlAntonio
L BON0tll PieEo (Rino)
P BUSI Domenico
P BZDOCK Karl- tleinz
P CAttPO GUz[tAN Paso
P CANTINI Juan Alberto Francisco

Fu lspettore per 18 anni
P CARDEN0SO CAMINERO Antodir
P CASATI C. Annunzio (Nunzio)
L CELERIER Roger
P CELI-A Leonado
P CHAKKHAMAKILJoSeph
L CHIOCCA Pietro
P CHOAndtwSeongTae
P CINTRA Geraldo
P COCCIO Aldo
P DALLAVECCHIALeone
P DEDAPPER Marc
P DELALANIIE Gilles
P ITESRAiTAUT uichel
P DEVIO Angelo
L DlTlGCOTarcisio
P DiAZ PARDO Pedro Antonio
P DIVER Patrick
L IXTDAS Kdroly
P ERBEAFranco
L FARFAN zutiGa Ose OaUrlet
P FERNANDEZ D{EZ AIbiNO

P FORDVincent
P FOSKER Roy
P FRONTIt{lAngelo
P FURDYNA Kazimiez
P FURLOTT|Erminio

Venezia-tu{estre (ltalia)

Belo Horizonte (Brasile)

Torino

Macerata (ltalia)

Bogoti (Colombia)

56o Pauto (Brasib)

Roma

Arese (ttalia)

Arese (ftalia)

Essen (Germania)

Logrono (Spagna)

C6rdoba (Argentina)

1 8/06/201 1

0210612011

1510812011

06/08/201 1

0610712011

31/08/20r 1

0810712011

1 8/08/201 1

01/06/201 1

0710712011

2010812011

1410712011

2710812011

1610712011

2610512011

2910812011

0210812011

040512011
2010412011

1310712011

06/0s/201 1

2610412011

31/05/201 1

2310412011

1110812011

1310712011

01/06/201 1

1 3/05/201 1

06/08/201 1

2410512011

0910712011

1710512011

2710612011

040612011
1910412011

0910712011

2610612011

1110712011

79

84
83

71

77

80

78

84

86

76

90

83

88

61
aa

79

67

69

51

88

88

85

65

78

87

89

70

98

68

86

76

85
OR

81

88
86

82

91

INE

BBH
tcP
rcc
c0B
BSP
rcc
ILE
ILE

GER
SBI

ARN

SLE
ILE

FRB

IME

INK

rcc
KOR

BSP

tcP
INE

BEN

ATE
FRB

IME

rcc
c0M
SUE

UNG

tcP
PER

SLE

AFM
AFW

tcP
PLN

ILE

Leon (Spagna)

Sesto San Giwanni (ltalia)

Toulon (Francia)

Salerno (halia)

Kochi, Kerala (lndia)

Milano (ltalia)

Seoul (Corea del Sud)

S5o Paulo (Brasile)

Torino

Venezia-Mestre (ltalia)

Leuven (Belgio)

Mikolongo, Libreville (Gabon)

Toulon (Francia)

Moffetta (ltalia)

Roma

Cali(Colomba)
Elizabeth, NJ (USA)

Sz6kesfeMrvdr (Ungheria)

Novara (ltalia)

Cusco (Peri)
teon (Spagna)

Cape Town (Sud Alrica)
Akwatia (Ghana)

Torino

Aleksandr6w Kulawski (Polonia)

Arese (ltalia)
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SURNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV

P GARCIA RAMOS Isauro
L GOMEZ MATETimoteo
L GONZALEZ GIL Cipriano

Fu lsryttore per 6 anni

L GRIENBERGER Karl

P HEMBROM Bimal Batholomew
P HOMMEL Piet

P HOORELBEKE Jean-Pierre
L KECKEISSEN Joseph Edward

P LABONTE Adelard
P LIZIN Julien
L L6PEZ MARISCAL Pudenciano
P L6PEZ NUNEZVictor Manue|

P LUlZTheoptile
P MAAS Kees

P MACUA Jos6 Luis
L MARINELLI Franco
L MARTENS Michel
P MARTIN Laurcnce
P MAZEWSK|Andzej
P MERCADO SEPULVEDA Angel
L MINAR Michele
P MONTERO MARROQUI Antonio
P MURPHY Ralph

P NASELLI Salvatore
P NELISSENJan
L NGUYENVanTho Giuseppe
P NIETO CORTES Luis Alfonso
P NOWAKTadeusz

P NOWAKWhdislaw
L OLIVEIBA Mario Pires

P PARDO Giuseppe
P PAULAAnt6nioPacheco
P PENZO Pietro
P PiAS SILVEIRA Manueloriental
P PILLET Lorenzo
L P|NAKATTAbraham
P POJERValentino
L BOSSETTO Felice

P RUBINKIEWICZ Ryszard

L RUFFATO Giorgio
L SALVIATO Gino
L SANABRIA Antonio
L SANCHEZMaTos
P SECHI Antonio
P SL0MP Albano

Cambados (Spagna)

Logrono (Spagna)

Sevilla (Spagna)

2810812011
't3/06/201 

1

2710912011

SLE

sBl
SSE

GER
tNc
AFC
BEN

CAM
SUE
FRB

SMA

CAM
FRB

BEN

SBA
ILE

BEN

GBR
UPS

clL
tcP
SSE

SUO
tst

BEN

vtE
c0M
PLS

PLS

BBH
tst

BBH
INE
UBU

tcP
AFE

INE

INE

PLS
INE

rcc
coB
SBA
rcc
BSP

Buxheim (Germania)

Kolkata (lndia)

Lubumbashi (Congo R.D.)

Leuven (Belgio)

Quetzaltenango (Guatemala)

Woodbridge, NJ (USA)

Lidge (Belgio)

Avila (Spagna)

San Salvador (El Salvador)

Toulon (Francia)

Driebergen-Rijsenhrrg (Olanda)

Barcelona (Spagna)

Arese (ltalia)

Helchteren (Belgio)

Hammersmith (Gran Bretagna)

Ljubljana (Slovenia)

Santiago del Cile

Torino

Sevilla (Spagna)

Los Angeles (USA)

Messina (ltalia)

Apeldoorn (0landa)

Ben Cat, Go Vap (Vietnam)

Medellin (Colombia)

Krak6w (Polonia)

Bielsko Biala (Polonia)

Belo Horizonte (Brasile)

Messina (ltalia)

Belo Horizonte (Brasile)

Castelf ranco Veneto (ltalia)

Paysand0 (Uruguay)

Torino

Moshi (Tanzania)

Venezia-Mestre (ltalia)

Venezia-Mestre (ltalia)

Lublin (Polonia)

Venezia-Mestre (ltalia)

Roma

Neiva (Colombia)

Barcelona (Spagna)

Cagliari (ltalia)

Campinas (Brasile)

08/05/201 1

0410512011

2010612011

1910712011

03/04/201 1

2410712011

1210712011

040712011
140512011
1810712011

09/08/201 1

221cf,12011

0510712011

1 6/08/201 0

2010412011

2710412011

01/05/201 1

1810712011

3010712011

1410712011

0710612011

10/05/201 1

06/08/201 1

31/05/201 1

2510612011

1510712011

31/05/201 1

1610712011

0410512011

1 3/06/201 1

09/08/201 1

2110812011

2310712011

1 3/06/201 1

1 0/05/201 1

3010412011

071042u1
1310712011

18/06/201 1

240612011
2410712011

2A0712011

75

89

75
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SURNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV

P SNARSKI Stanislaw
P SOLiSV|LLAV|CENC|O Humberto

Fu lspettore per 6 anni

P SORANOGiuseppe
P SOSA VELAZOUEZ Jose Tomds
P STEFANI Dusan
P STRALLA Jos6llomingo
P TATULLI Francesco
P TOPNO Nathaniel
P TORRAS PENA Alfonso
L TRABUCCHICaTIo
P TROADECDenis
P VERDECCHIAAmedeo

Fu lspettore per I anni
P VIK ladislav

Fu lspettore per 12 anni
P VlOTTl Sebastiano
L VIVAS RIVERO Francisco
P WABNAKULASURIYA N. Femando
P XALXO George
P YAO Lucas
P ZAJEC ChiI
P ZANOLO Pietro
P ZUCCHI Romano

Piaseczno (Polonia)

Ouito (Ecuador)

Messina (ltalia)

Fernando de la Mora (Paraguay)

Venezia-Mestre (ltalia)

San Nicolds de los Arroyos (Arg.)

Salerno (ltalia)

Borgang, Assam (lndia)

Ar6valo (Spagna)

Pinerolo (ltalia)

Mulhouse (Francia)

Civitanova Marche Alta (ltalia)

Praga (Rep. Ceca)

Torino

Roma

Nochchiyagama (Sri Lanka)
Heseg, Ranchi (lndia)

Chaochou (Taiwan)

Belgrado (Serbia)

Lombriasco (ltalia)

Bra (ltalia)

81

91

3110712011 93
03/05/2011 95

1110F,12011 91

2410612011 77

2310812011 65
2810712011 67
071042u1 u
08/08/2011 71

1610812011 71

0410612011 88

2310412011

1310412011

2210712011 88

09/05/201 1

0310712011

1610612011

06/05/201 1

2210812011

2407,2011
31/08/201 1

2610812011

89

76

29

61

94

83

85
72

PLE

ECU

tst
PAR

INE

ARN

IME

IND
SMA
tcP
FRB

tcc

CEP

rcP
UPS
LKC
INN

crN
SLO
tcP
tcP














