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Thanks

I want to express my thanks, in
the first place, for the opportunity
that has been given to me to take
part and to speak in the V* Gener-
al Conference of the Bishops of
Latin-America and the Caribbean.

I am speaking on behalf of Reli-
gious Life in my role as President
of the Union of Superiors General,
and - on this occasion — also for
the International Union of Female
Superiors General, since I am also
representing the two Superiors
General present in the hall.

In this continent or sub-conti-
nent, as in no other, the communi-
cation of the faith and the com-
mitment to human development
have been so closely linked with
the religious life, that the Church
could not be understood without
it, as the Holy Father so rightly ac-
knowledged in his opening address
at this Conference.

As Lumen Gentium declares in
n. 44 about the religious state, that
although it does not belong to the
hierarchical structure of the
church nevertheless it belongs in-
separably to her life and witness
(cf. LG44), in Latin America and
in the Caribbean this has clearly
been so during the more than 500

years of contact between the
Gospel and the Amerindian people.

Consecrated Life today

Few other ecclesial institutions
have paid so great attention to the
renewal hoped for by the Vatican
Council IT as Consecrated Life.
Nevertheless, after 40 years and
after the many changes that have
taken place, we still find ourselves
in a process of transition. This — it
seems to me — teaches us that to-
day consecrated life has to accept
the fact that the only way to be up-
to-date is to be in a constant state
of transformation, as happens in
life that is never static. At the
same time it also needs to accept
that nothing must come between
it and God if it really wants to be
consecrated and to remain faithful
to Christ, to the Church, to its own
founders, to the men and women
of today.

Listening to the reports of the
Presidents of the Bishops’ Confer-
ences and to those of the Prefects
of the Departments of the Vatican
or of other bodies at the service of
the Church, I have to acknowledge
that we feel that we are in pro-
found agreement, above all be-
cause we are all Church, and we
are united with you in listening to
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God in his Word and in the pas-
sage of the Spirit in history, trying
to identify what God wants from
us in this world that is charac-
terised by communication and by
globalisation, by secularisation
and materialism, by hedonism
and by relativism, in which we are
called to live and to bear witness
to our faith and to carry out our
mission.

At the service of this creative fi-
delity of Consecrated Life there
were created the two Unions of the
Male and the Female Superiors
(USG in 1952, approved in 1962)
that have renewed the desire to
serve it. Certainly we need to try
to find a more effective way of dia-
logue with the Holy See (the Holy
Father and the Congregation for
the Institutes of Consecrated Life
and the Societies of Apostolic Life
- CIVCSVA) and with the Bishops’
Conferences, and to strengthen
the collaboration between the two
Unions and with the National,
Regional and Continental Confer-
ences of Male and Female Reli-
gious.

I won’t now describe the organi-
sation and the functioning of the
committees that are responsible
for their organisation and the
other ecclesial structures of collab-
oration (information that can be

found on the portal www.vidimus-
dominum.org), I want rather to
mention the search for the great
guiding principles in order to
respond to the challenges of the
world of today (cf. Topics of the
Assemblies from 1968 until the
present), and what we have most
at heart: our identity and specific
characteristics, that help Religious
Life find its place in the Church.

The International Congress on
Consecrated Life, held in Rome at
the end of November 2004, took
for its inspiration a twofold icon:
that of the Samaritan Woman (Jn.
4) and that of the Good Samaritan
(Lk. 10). These two figures repre-
sent the profound thirst for God
and the immense compassion that
ought to characterise consecrated
persons. The message is clear: in
the world, consecrated life has the
specific mission of cultivating a
strong experience of God and of
bringing close to God mankind
wounded and abandoned at the
side of the road.

To define consecrated life as a
‘Samaritan’ life implied not only
contemplating the path followed
by these two gospel figures, but al-
so to take up and to make one’s
own the social condition of a group
— as were the Samaritans at the
time of Jesus — who were living
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“on the margins” of society and of
the Church.

Making ourselves ‘Samaritans’
in this perspective, means accept-
ing rejection by the world and by
society; it involves giving up the
privileges that we as consecrated
persons have enjoyed until quite
recently, not only in the social field
but also in the Church.

For centuries consecrated life
was the apple of the eye of the
Church and of society; its service
in evangelisation and in the mis-
sion fields, as well as its social role
in human development were irre-
placeable in various areas: educa-
tion and culture, health care, so-
cial communication, agriculture,
the care of the poor, of the native
populations, of the Afro-Ameri-
cans, boys and girls on the streets,
those being exploited by the so-
called sexual tourist industry, etc.,
as is happening in Latin America,
in the Caribbean, in Asia, in Ocea-
nia, in Africa: to the point that,
without consecrated life being in-
volved in these areas, the Church
itself would be absent. Its commit-
ment in the social field, in which it
sometimes takes the place of the
State, has become so weighty that
it has even the risk of watering
down its mission, which is not
mainly one of providing efficient

and free services but that of being
a sign of the tender and saving
presence of God in the world.

Today as yesterday Consecrated
Life is called to be a sign of God’s
closeness, of his real incarnation,
of his deep-rooted solidarity with
the human race even to his death
on the cross. Today however, un-
like yesterday, Consecrated Life is
facing the challenge and the op-
portunity to renew itself, moving
the emphasis from functionalism
to the authenticity of interior and
Christian charity, that transforms
social commitment to “revela-
tion”, in the most correct sense of
the world, that is the manifesta-
tion of the love of God for the
world.

Today consecrated life would
have no significance, its witness
would be invisible and without
fruit, were it not to take seriously
its mandate to be near the poor,
the abandoned, those at risk. If
consecrated life wants to survive
in a world where there is an
“eclipse of God” (Martin Buber), it
must encounter God in his only
living image, mankind (cf. Gen.
1,26). Today as yesterday men and
women are the path-way for Con-
secrated Life.

The thirst for God and solidarity
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with humanity are inseparable
and are to be discovered and given
life in the grace of unity. Experi-
ence of God without the mission is
spiritualism, as is love for God
without love for one’s neighbour.
And the mission without the expe-
rience of God is philanthropy or
social commitment.

It is necessary to recover a pas-
sion for the glory of God and the
salvation of mankind, that finds its
source in the heart of Christ, the
apostle of the Father, and its nour-
ishment in the Word and in the
Eucharist. This passion requires
both an ability to suffer from this
passion which is the suffering of
love similar to that of Jesus on the
Cross, and also the dynamism of
the love of this passion which is be-
ing in love and a fascination.

I am convinced that Consecrat-
ed Life represents a genuine cure
for our society and a gift for the
Church, but only when it is a visi-
ble and credible sign of the pres-
ence of God and of his love (“mys-
tica”), when it challenges all that
threatens the human person un-
derstood according to the plan of
God (“prophecy”), and shows soli-
darity with men and women, espe-
cially the poorest, the most needy
and the excluded (“diaconia”).

Conclusion

Our presence today in this great
Assembly of the Bishops of Latin
America and the Caribbean pro-
vides us with the opportunity
to renew our vocation to “be and
to form disciples and missionaries
of Christ” and also to express our
hopes for the future that can be
reduced to two:

1. to be more appreciated and

taken into account,

2. to be valued not only for what

we do, but also for what we are.

In spite of our limitations, Con-
secrated Life is being called to con-
tinue its journey offering to the
Church the irreplaceable service
of “belonging inseparably to her
life and witness” (LG 44), through
pastoral activity that is more ex-
plicitly evangelising, that influ-
ences the vital elements of the
dominant culture and that brings
vocations to maturity.

5.3 Precapitular Commission and
Juridical Commission for the
GC26

Below are the two letters of the
Rector Major, addressed to the con-
freres concerned, in which he offi-
cially establishes the “Precapitular
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Commission” and the ‘Juridical
Commuission” in view of the Gener-
al Chapter 26.

5.3.1 Precapitular Commission

Prot. 07/0033
Rome, 10 January 2007

Revv.

Fr Guilherme BASANES - ANG

Fr Ivo CoeELHO - INB

Fr Carlo SocoL - CIN

Fr Marek CHRzAN - PLS

Fr Angel FERNANDEZ ARTIME - SLE
Fr Jean Noél CHARMOILLE - FRA
Fr Alberto LORENZELLI - ILT

Fr Vicente TIRABASSO - ABB

Fr José Pastor RAMIREZ - ANT

Bro. Giampietro PETTENON - INE

Dear Confreres,

First of all my greetings and best
wishes for the new year.

In the preparation of the Gener-
al Chapter our Regulations make
provision for the setting up of a
precapitular Commission with the
task of drawing up “the reports or
schemata to be sent in good time
to those taking part in the Gener-
al Chapter” (Reg. 113).

Having consulted the General
Council I have considered you for
this task. Therefore I invite you
to take part in the precapitu-

lar Commission, which under
the responsibility of the Modera-
tor, must prepare the working doc-
ument for the GC26.

The Moderator will inform you
of the calendar of work and other
details of the meeting that will be-
gin on Monday 1 October 2007.
On my part I thank you for your
readiness to organise your com-
mitments so that you will be able
to take part and collaborate in this
important task.

Let us already entrust to the
Holy Spirit the work of the preca-
pitular Commission and the fruits
of the capitular process. May Mary
Help of Christians and Don Bosco
bless you. With fraternal affection.

Fr. Pascual CHAVEZ VILLANUEVA
Rector Major

5.3.2 Precapitular Juridical Com-
mission

Prot. 07/0051

Rome, 16 January 2007

Revv.

Fr Marian STEMPEL

Fr Francesco MARACCANI
Fr José Ramén URIia
Rome

Dear Confreres,

First of all my greetings and best
wishes for the new year.




DOCUMENTS AND NEWS ITEMS 83

In the preparation of the Gener-
al Chapter our Regulations make
provision for the setting up of a
precapitular Juridical Commission
with the task of examining the
minutes of the elections of the
Delegates of the Provinces, Vice
Provinces and Circumscriptions
to the General Chapter.

Our General Regulations in
article 115 say: “At least three
months before the opening of the
General Chapter, the Provincials
will send to the Moderator the min-
utes of the elections, which will be
examined by an appropriate com-
mission appointed by the Rector
Major or in his absence by the Vic-
ar General. If any defects should be
discovered the Moderator will see
that they are rectified in good time
and if necessary the elections will
be repeated”.

Because of your competence
and preparation I have decided
to entrust this task to you. There-
fore I appoint you members of
the precapitular Juridical
Commission, whose President is
Fr Marian Stempel. In addition to
the minutes of the elections of
Provincial Delegates to the GC26,
it will examine the general lists
of the confreres of the Provinces
in view of the Provincial Chapters.

I thank you for your readiness to
organise your commitments so

that you will be able to carry out
this task. Let us already entrust to
the Holy Spirit the work of the
precapitular Juridical Commission
and the fruits of the capitular
process. May Mary Help of Chris-
tians and Don Bosco bless you.
With fraternal affection,

Fr. Pascual CHAVEZ VILLANUEVA
Rector Major

5.4 Salesian Bishops

1. COSTELLOE Timothy, Auxil-
iary Bishop of MELBOURNE,
Australia

On 30 April 2007 the Press Of-
fice of the Holy See published
news of the appointment by Pope
Benedict XVI, of the Salesian
priest Timothy COSTELLOE as
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdio-
cese of MELBOURNE, in Aus-
tralia, assigning him the titular
see of CLUAIN IRAIRD.

Fr Timothy Costelloe, born in
Melbourne on 3 February 1954, is
the first Australian Salesian to be-
come a Bishop. He did his novi-
tiate at Lysterfield, making his
first profession on 31 January
1978. He made his perpetual pro-
fession on 8 September 1985 and
was ordained priest on 25 October
1986 at East Bentleigh, St. Peter’s
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Church. He obtained a licence in
Theology at the Salesian Pontifical
University in Rome and a doctor-
ate in Theology from the ‘Univer-
sity of Melbourne’.

After priestly ordination he un-
dertook various pastoral roles (in-
cluding parish priest at Victoria
Park) and responsibilities connect-
ed with Salesian formation. He
was a Consultant and Secretary
General during the Synod of Bish-
ops for Oceania, held in Rome in
1998. In 2002 he was appointed
Rector of the new formation com-
munity at Clifton Hill, and this
year he was also parish priest of
the nearby parish. He was Provin-
cial Councillor with responsibility
for formation and collaborated in
the same field in the East Asia-
Oceania Region.

2. CAPELLI Luciano, Bishop of
the Diocese of GIZO, Solomon
Islands.

On 5 June 2007 the Press Office
of the Holy See published news of
the appointment by Pope Benedict
XVI, of the Salesian priest Lucia-
no CAPELLI as Bishop of the
Diocese of GIZO, in the Solomon
Islands. At the time of the ap-
pointment he was Rector of the
“Don Bosco Technical School” in
Honiara (Solomon Islands).

Fr Luciano Capelli, Italian in
origin, was born on 19 October
1947 at Tirano, in the Province of
Sondrio, and became a Salesian on
16 August 1965, when he made his
first profession, in the novitiate at
Missaglia (the Lombard-Emilian
Province). Responding to a mis-
sionary vocation he soon left for
the Philippines, where he did his
philosophical studies and practical
training. After perpetual profes-
sion (24 May 1971) he returned to
Italy for theological studies, in
Messina and in Turin. He was or-
dained priest in Tirano on 28 June
1975. Afterwards he obtained a li-
cence in Education.

Returning to the Philippines he
filled a number of positions of re-
sponsibility: he was Rector of the
community of Tarlac between
1981 and 1984, then for six years
he was Rector of the large house of
Mandaluyong, in Manila (1985-
1991). Appointed Provincial Coun-
cillor and Rector of Quezon City in
1991, the following year the Rec-
tor Major appointed him Provin-
cial of the Province of North
Philippines (cf. AGC 344, p. 52). At
the end of the six year period in
1999, he moved on to the Salesian
missionary work at Honiara, in
the Solomon Islands, of which he
was appointed Rector in June
2001.
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In addition there have been
the following transfers of Sees:

* Mgr. Oscar Julio VIAN MORA-
LES, transferred to the Met-
ropolitan See of Los Altos,

Quetzaltenango-Totonicapan
(Guatemala)

On 19 April 2007 the Presss of-
fice of the Holy See announced
that H.H. Pope Benedict XVI had
appointed Mgr. Oscar dJulio
VIAN MORALES, S.D.B., Met-
ropolitan Archbishop of LOS AL-
TOS, QUETZALTENANGO-TO-
TONICAPAN, in Guatemala.

Born on 18 October 1947 in
Guatemala City, professed as a
Salesian on 7 December 1965 in
the Province of Central America,
ordained priest at Guatemala on
15 August 1976, Mgr. Oscar Julio
Vian Morales was appointed Vicar
Apostolic of El Petén (Guatemala)
on 30 November 1996, with the tit-
ular see of Pupiana (cf. AGC 358,
p. 96). He was consecrated Bishop
at El Petén on 1 February 1997.
Now he moves to the new Metro-
politan See as Archbishop.

* Mgr.Bruno PEDRON appoint-
ed Bishop of the Diocese of
Ji-Parana (Brazil)

On 11 April 2007 the Presss
office of the Holy See announced
that H.H. Pope Benedict XVI
had appointed Mgr. Bruno PE-
DRON, S.D.B., Bishop of the
Diocese of JI-PARANA, in Brazil.

Born on 3 June 1944 at Tor-
reglia, in the Province of Padua,
in Italy, Bruno Pedron made
his first profession as a Salesian
on 16 August 1963 and was
ordained priest on 6 April 1974.
On 24 March 1999 Pope John
Paul II appointed him Coadiutor
Bishop of the Diocese of Jardim
(Brazil), where he was ordained
on 21 May 1999. In August of the
same year he became the Bishop
Ordinary of the same Dioces of
Jardim.

Now the Holy Father has tran-
ferred him to the Diocese of
Ji-Parani, where he succeeds
the Salesian Bishop. Antonio
Possamai, whose resignation on
account of age the Pope has ac-
cepted.
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5.5 Our dead confreres (2™ list 2007)

“Faith in the risen Christ sustains our hope and keeps alive our communion with our
brothers who rest in Christ's peace. They have spent their lives in the Congregation, and
not a few have suffered even to the point of martyrdom for the love of the Lord... Their
remembrance is an incentive to continue faithfully in our mission.” (C. 94).

SURNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV
P AERTS Victor Houthalen (Belgio) 17-04-2007 84 BEN
L AMOR MARTINEZ Emilio Burgos (Spagna) 25-05-2007 83 SLE
P AROCHA GONZALEZ José Luis  Caracas (Venezuela) 20-03-2007 83 VEN
P BAROFFIO Giuseppe Torino 23-04-2007 89 ICP
P BATTISTELLO Antonio Negrar (Verona, Italia) 12-04-2007 80 INE
P BELLETTI Antonio Torino 10-06-2007 85 ICP
P BETTIN Antonio Castello di Godego (Italia) 25-03-2007 90 INE
L CALOVI Ezio Cochabamba (Bolivia) 02-06-2007 81 BOL
P CARONNI Amedeo Manaus (Brasile) 25-03-2007 85 BMA
L CATALANOTTO Cristoforo Roma 22-04-2007 84  UPS
P CERNANSKY Pavol Beckov (Slovacchia) 19-04-2007 85 SLK
P DE WAELE Jozef Kortrijk (Belgio) 17-03-2007 94 BEN
P DEANE Patrick Dublin (Irlanda) 09-05-2007 80 CIN
P DEZZUTTI Davio Torino 28-04-2007 80 ICP
P DOUGLAS Hugh Salford (Gran Bretagna) 10-06-2007 87 GBR
L FALETTI Giuseppe Vigliano Biellese (Italia) 12-04-2007 91 ICP
P FELICI Sergio Roma 13-06-2007 81 UPS
P FOSSATI Luigi San Benigno Canavese (Italia) 11-04-2007 87 ICP
P FRIGERIO Pietro Ferrara (ltalia) 27-04-2007 58 ILE
P GALLO Severino Torino 23-03-2007 80 ICP
L GIANCOLA Giovanni Battista Civitanova Marche (ltalia) 25-03-2007 71 IAD
P GIBBONS James Farnborough (Gran Bretagna) 09-05-2007 77 GBR
P GLIWA Tomasz Wroctaw (Polonia) 23-05-2007 83 PLO
P GONZALEZ SORIA Héctor Montevideo (Uruguay) 23-03-2007 85 URU
P GULLINO Michele Torino 25-03-2007 88 ICP
P GUTIERREZ QUINTANO Ramén  Toledo (Spagna) 05-04-2007 71 SBI
P HERAS Nilo Esmeraldas (Ecuador) 31-05-2007 51 ECU
N HROMADKO Jan Monti Tatra (Slovacchia) 12-06-2007 30 CEP
P IAFOLLA Antonio Paolino Ancona (ltalia) 01-04-2007 77 IAD
P IGLESIAS RODRIGUEZ Agustin  Madrid (Spagna) 07-06-2007 74 SMA
P JAVORSKY Stefan Levoca (Slovacchia) 12-04-2007 82 SLK
P JIMENEZ IGLESIAS José Manuel Madrid (Spagna) 31-05-2007 78 SMA
P LAFOUGE Henri Chevilly-Larue (Francia) 25-05-2007 69 FRA
P LAMAUTE Serges St. Petersburg, FL (USA) 26-04-2007 90 SUE
P MADDHICHETTY Amala Joseph  La Crosse, Wisconsin (USA) ~ 09-06-2007 44 INT
P MARTINEZ BASCONES Laurentino Puertollano (Spagna) 03-04-2007 81 SMA
P MELLANO Enrico Santo Domingo (R.D.) 31-03-2007 84 ANT
Fu Ispettore per sei anni
P MIGLIAVACCA Enrico San Marino (Rep. San Marino) 11-06-2007 84 ILE
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SURNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV
P MILAZZO Carmelo Pedara (Italia) 02-06-2007 90 ISI
P O’LEARY Kevin Melbourne, VIC (Australia) 20-04-2007 81 AUL
L ORAPPANKAL James Rajapuram (Kerala, India) 25-05-2007 47 IND
P PEPE Antonio Lecce (Italia) 31-03-2007 52 IME
P PILLING James Farnborough (Gran Bretagna) 08-05-2007 82 GBR
P PRIOUL Michel Caen (Francia) 11-04-2007 84 FRA
P RACCA Alfredo Domingo San Luis (Argentina) 16-05-2007 87 ACO
L RAMIREZ Luis Quito (Ecuador) 04-05-2007 90 ECU
L RAMOS Jaime Rodolfo Manique (Lisbona, Portogallo) 13-06-2007 82 POR
P RATHNASWAMI Tarcisius Chennai (India) 23-04-2007 77 INM
P RESI Gustavo Pordenone (ltalia) 13-06-2007 91 INE
P SALCEDO MONTES Crescenciano Guadalajara (Messico) 15-05-2007 77 MEG
P SANDERS Arnold Kortrijk (Belgio) 14-05-2007 80 BEN
P SANTOS José Estoril (Lisboa, Portogallo) 17-03-2007 80 POR
P SERWA Zdzistaw Lad (Polonia) 29-03-2007 76 PLN
P SHIRIEDA Giovanni Bosco Roma 10-06-2007 75 UPS
P STELLA Pietro Roma 01-06-2007 76 UPS
L SWAIN Peter Engadine (Australia) 13-04-2007 86 AUL
P SZILVAGYI Janos Szombathely (Ungheria) 12-03-2007 71 UNG
P TAMAYO Félix Bogota (Colombia) 24-05-2007 67  COB
P TOMAS GARCIA Angel Valencia (Spagna) 22-05-2007 65 SVA
Fu Ispettore per sei anni
P VAN LUYN Jacobus Wilhelmus N. Hoog Soeren (Olanda) 05-04-2007 72 BEN
P VISI Carlo Arezzo (ltalia) 11-06-2007 84 ILT
P ZAILO Virgilio Torino 30-04-2007 84 ICP
P ZINDO Matteo Torino 05-04-2007 83 ICP












