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1. LETTER OF THE RECTOR MAJOR

,.YOU ARETHE SALT OFTHE EARTH...
YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD''

(Mf 5,13-14)

Presentation of the East Asia - Oceania Region

1. Brief general presentation of the Region. Social situation. - Cultural context. - Presence of
the Catholic Church. - Consecrated life. 2. How Don Bosco arrived and his charism has grown.
Don Bosco's missionary inclination was first towards Asia. - Some historical items, starting from
Don Bosco's missionary dreams. - Don Bosco was there before the Salesians. - A missionary
region. 3. Presentation of the Region from a Salesian standpoint. The Salesians. - Community
life. - Kinds of Salesian works and aclivily: Youth ministry - Formation - llissionary commitment
and inculturation of the charism - Social communication - Sa/eslan Family - Financial solidarity -
Salesian holiness. 4. Charismatic experiences of greater significance (in the various
Provinces). 5. Some challenges. 6. Conclusion - "l am always with you".

Rome, 25 February 2007
Feast of the Holy Martyrs, Srs LuigiVersiglia and Callistus Carauario

My dear Confreres,

After my letter presenting the South Asia Region, it now gives
me great pleasure to speak to you about that of East Asia and
Oceania. More than in other parts of the world, this is where
Christians in general and Religious in particular are called upon to
be the "salt of the earth" and the *light of the world".In the face
of people with very ancient and venerable religious traditions that
permeate their culture to a great extent, it is only natural that
Christianity is seen as a western religion and hence something ex-
ternal and foreign. And so followers of Jesus must demonstrate
that Christianity, as well as being able to live amicably with other
forms of religion strongly rooted in those people, is a religion that
can harmonise with every culture in the world, but without be-
coming identifred with any of them, because they must all be pu-
rifred and raised up by Christ. Hence the need for a competent and
sustained effort at inculturation, which demands in the first place
that Christianity have a clear identity. In the Sermon on the
Mount Jesus tells us that being his disciple is a matter of being, not
of doing. And this is always an expression of the extent to which
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he is "salt" and "light" or, in other words, authentic disciples of
Jesus, who does not hesitate to tell his followers how they will frn-
ish up if they lose their identity, the same fate as salt that loses its
savour: "It can only be thrown away and people will trample on it".

Our life must be outstanding for its high spiritual quality and
be permeated by charity so that both aspects, the experience of
God and mission, make of us a transfiguring presence of Christ,
who gives light to all who are in the house. That is what Christ
hopes for, and I make it my own desire: "Let your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven" (Mt 5,LG). Speaking of the Christian life
as a proclamation, John Paul II wrote in the Apostolic Exhorta-
tion Ecclesia in Asia: "This proclamation is a mission needing holy
men and women who will make the Saviour known and loved
through their lives. A fire can only be lit by something that is itself
on fire" (n. 23). For us Salesians these images of salt and fire find
their expression in the spiritual and apostolic zeal of Da mihi an-
imas, which every confrere is called upon to reawaken in his heart.

In this part of the world, of the Church and of the Congregation
there could be no greater contradiction than a Salesian Christian
and religious presence that had become secularised, without a
clear and appealing experience of God, a bourgeois presence with-
out any solid commitment for the poor that would be an efficacious
sign of the Kingdom.

The Region of East Asia - Oceania includes twenty countries,
and though it was the frnal Region to be set up by the last General
Chapter, it recently celebrated the centenary ofthe arrival ofits
first missionaries. These reached Macao in China on 13 February
1906 to begin the first and oldest - practically uninterrupted -
foundation of the whole Region. Rightty can it be considered the
cradle of Salesian work in East Asia. Salesian activity in the
Region is a tree with already a hundred years of life with no lack
of vitality and future promise. It can in fact boast of a consider-
able number of recent new foundations. Because it is a Region so
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diversified in its make up, it includes areas in which the Congre-
gation is flourishing with growing strength, and others to which
the Congregation looks with interest and hope. It is a complex
and dynamic reality, so much so that in the last 40 years the
Provinces and Vice-Provinces that make it up have belonged suc-
cessively to four different regional circumscriptions. The decision
of the GC25 to create a Region on its own seemed the best re-
sponse to the circumstances and needs of the Provinces, Vice-
Provinces and Delegations that it now includes.

The Region embraces the following countries: Australia, Cam-
bodia, China (Hong Kong and Macao), the Fijian Islands, Philip-
pines, Japan, Indonesia, South Korea, Laos, Mongolia, Pakistan,
Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, Samoa, Taiwan, Thai-
land, East Timor, and Vietnam.

It is made up of the following Circumscriptions: the Provinces
of China, Australia, Japan, Thailand, North Philippines, South
Philippines, Vietnam, Korea, the Vice-Province of Indonesia -

East Timor, and finally the Delegation of Papua New Guinea and
the Solomon Islands.

The first five years of the existence of this new Region have
revealed many advantages in the possibility of following up the
individual circumscriptions more closely and in coordinating them
with each other. The Team Visit of 2005, which took place at Hua
Hin, Thailand, reinforced the sense of being a Region, which had
been the subject of discussion and experimentation as regards
various sectors (Provincials, Departments, activities) for at least
18 years.' At Hua Hin, however, a true sense of Region was
achieved, together with a growth of collaboration and a clear pur-
pose of coordination, expressed in the Document "Vision-Mission".

Looking at the situation of the various realities of East Asia -
Oceania, where Christianity is no more than an authentic mi-

' Cf. Missionary Animation: First Meeting of the Prouincial delegates of Missionary
Animation for Asia and Australia,Bangalore - India, 7-11 October 1992, p. 103.
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nority, one is immediately aware of how the Salesians are called
to be 'salt' and 'light', of the requirement they have of living the
consecrated life as missionaries'inter gentes', and of their task
of being 'missionaries of the young'. The Catholic Church, and
within it consecrated life and the Salesian Congregation, live in
an ocean of different peoples, of ancient religions and cultures
with deep religious roots which however are not Christian.

This makes a commitment to inculturation all the more press-
ing, in order to root Salesian life firmly in the different contexts,
making it relevant and fruitful, fostering its Christian and charis-
matic identity with due attention to cultural diversity. At the same
time, the fact of being in the minority among the peoples demands
of us that in this Region we commit ourselaes decisiaely to the
deaelopment of the missionary d.imension of the Salesian aoca-
tion, foster a missionary outl.ooh of confreres a nd communiti.es,
and, giae priority to eaangelisation.It is a matter of a long-term
commitment which demands of the Salesian the painstaking
acquiring of the ability to dialogue with local cultures and religions.'

1. Brief general presentation of the Region

The Region is very extensive in area. The most outstanding
trait is the variety of contexts and situations in which our confreres
live the religious life and carry out the Salesian mission. It is not
a simple matter to give a brief description of so variegated a social,
political and religious situation. I will try to gtve a broad outline.

The social situation
Among the countries making up the Region there are some

which only recently emerged from situations of war, of a struggle
for autonomy, sometimes from civil or ideological wars with

' Cf. Luctar.ro Oooanco, Euangelisation and Interreligious Dialogue, in Euangelisation
and Interreligious Dialogue. Batulao (Philippines) March 12-18, 1994, p. 47 -64.
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horrifying attempts at genocide. It can be said that the Region is
now peaceful and making great efforts at economic, social and
civil development, even though there still exist some areas
of struggle and tension prompted by racial, religious or political
considerations (East Timor, Aceh, the Fijian Islands, the Solomon
Islands, South Thailand, and the Philippines).

In the area covered by the Region live almost a third part of
the entire world population, and they are said to speak a third of
the world's languages. 607o of t}re population are not yet2L years
of age. China alone, with its l billion 300 million inhabitants, has
a specific demographic, economic and political influence superior
not only to that ofother countries, but even ofentire continents.
Its adoption of a market economy since 1979, and its recent entry
into the realm of international politics make of China an element
which naturally influences and will continue to influence even
more the social, economic and political life of the entire world.
The Region as a whole is very much involved, not to say a ring-
leader, in widespread rapid and deep changes which are creating
contrasting situations of light and shade, Iife and death, wealth
and poverty, social progress and recession, conquests and defeats.
In fact the Region is made up of two continents, with different
cultures and religions.

In the Region live almost 407o of the world's non-Christians.
Catholics are only 100 million, corresponding to \Vo of the popu-
lation. There is on the one hand a religious reawakening and on
the other a growing subordination of religious values to econom-
ic development, especially in the big cities. One wonders whether
one can really speak of "secularisation" in Asian society, since the
term signifies a process developed essentially in the western
Christian cultural environment. Reflecting on what has emerged
from our meetings concerning missionary animation in Asia we
cannot say that secularisation exists, but should speak rather of
the "subordination or subjection of religious values to economic
development". It could be called practical atheism with a smat-
tering of social religious sentiment.
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There are also pockets of fundamentalism of greater or lesser
activity, as a reaction to the massive social and cultural changes
that the people are unable to cope with. The financial crisis of East
Asia that was overcome only in the period 1997-1998 gave rise to
many questions concerning the economic model underlying the
so-called 'Asian miracle" and its correlation with cultural values,
imbalance, increasing environmental deterioration, social disparity
and exploitation of the workforce, growing demands for enerry and
basic materials, tensions and weaknesses laid bare by the terrible
tsunami of 2004 and the temorist attacks at Bali in2002-2004.

Widely differing forms of government exist or are evolving:
alongside ancient and new democracies (Japan, Philippines,
Australia) are found socialist systems, traditional monarchies
(Thailand, Cambodia, Japan), and military dictatorships. In par-
ticular China and Vietnam, with North Korea and Laos, repre-
sent the last great block of Marxist ideolory and totalitarianism.
All of them have to confront the common phenomena already
referred to and which are still growing; the gap between rich and
poor, the flight from the countryside and the increase in urbani-
sation with the consequent cultural dislocation, an industrialisa-
tion that pays little attention to the environment, and growing
social injustice which risks upending long-time balances.A political
democratic awareness is growing and is beginning to be of concern
even, to some extent, to countries with a communist regime.

The cultural context

Four basic systems of cultural values can be distinguished.

The first and most solidly established is the East-Asia system
with its Confucian and Buddhist roots; its influence extends to
much of the Region. This system relies on family and communi-
ty values; it acknowledges the priority for the individual of his
duty towards his family, forbears or clan and, on the other hand,
to those who are governing. Study and diligent work are consid-
ered important.
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The Islamic system, as practised in Asia, is in general more
moderate and tolerant than the Arabic type, and is mixed in with
some values of popular animism. There is also a mixed environ-
ment in the Philippines, where the culture of the Malay majority
bears the marks of a long process of Spanish colonisation.

The Pacific system of Melanesia and Polynesia is centred on
animism, the family and tribal nucleus, and on the sharing of goods.

Finally there is the western rationalist and libertarian system
which is emerging in the Region and which bears with it the roots
of the Christian vision and of the rational reaction to it. As is noted
in the Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia in Oceania (cf. n. 6), this
system, at present typical ofAustralia, is focused on happiness and
success, with a growing individualism and strong secularisation.

While we identify the presence of these various systems of
values and cultural contexts, we see at the same time that strong
local and international migration fosters the blending of these
basic cultural and religious elements.

The presence of the Catholic Church

The majority of the Catholics of the East Asia Region are con-
centrated in the Philippines, a country with a high percentage of
Catholics (8LVo of lhe 84 million inhabitants), though not without
tensions. Two other countries with a sizable percentage of Catholics
are East Timor (907o) and South Korea (ll7o), who together have
30Vo of the Catholics. For the remaining countries Catholicism is
very much a diaspora phenomenon with a percentage of Catholics
ranging fuom0.4Va (Thailand, China, Japan) to 6Vo (Vietnam).

It is a young Church, with a vitality and courage that is some-
times quite extraordinary, as in South Korea and Vietnam.
Though in some places the Church is stil considered a western
and foreign religion, it is usually seen in a very positive light.
Despite the fact that evangelisation in many parts of the Region
is relatively recent, the Church has put down deep roots, thanks
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also to the very large numbers of martyrs in the last three cen-

turies, many of whom have been already canonised or at least be-

atified (120 from China, including our own Sts Luigi Versiglia and
Callistus Caravario, 117 from Vietnam, 103 from Korea, 247 fuom
Japan, 8 from Thailand,2 from the Philippines and 1 from Papua
New Guinea).

In line with the project of the Federation of the Episcopal Con-
ferences of Asia (FABC) in the past thirty years, much credit is
due to the commitment to deepening the guidelines for the inte-
gral evangelisation of the Asian environment. One of the main
values of these cultures - harmony and accord - suggests as an in-
escapable requirement of missionary activity a fourfold dialogue
(dialogue of life, of action, of theological exchange of uiews, andof
the sharing of religious experiences), by means of which the
Gospel is shared and communicated to fellow citizens of the an-
cient non-Christian religions. A historic event was the 1"'Asian
Missionary Congress organized by the FABC at Chiang Mai (Thai-

land) in October 2006 with the theme "Telling the story of Jesus

in Asia" Recounting the story of Jesus as the best way of pro-
claiming the Gospel in Asian Countries had been suggested by
John Paul II in the Apostolic Exhortation&cclesia in Asia (n. 20).

In the countries of Oceania Catholics form a quarter of the
population, but live in two situations completely different one from
the other. On the one hand there is Australia (with 27 Vo Catholics),
a country with a hard culture characterised by a far from indif-
ferent presence of immigrants from Italy and from Europe in
general after the second world war, and also Vietnam after the
Vietnamese war, where a solid work of evangelisation is needed;

and on the other hand there are the Islands ofthe Pacific, an area
of recent evangelisation where the need is to deepen the roots
and face the diffrculties inherent in the formation of sound local
vocations both to the priesthood and to consecrated life.

In all this area the Church is facing the challenge of fostering
and inculturating a true and integral missionary spirituality, to
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make of the faithful credible witnesses in the midst of the various
religions and cultures. Only in this way can the Church overcome
the dichotomy between life and faith, between a life centred on
prayer and the sacraments and a life engaged entirely in the so-
cial area, between a Christian life closed in on itself and a life
open to dialogue with non-Christians. The new converts from an-
imist religions like the polytheists of Oceania, or those from Bud-
dhism or from Confucianism of East Asia, have embraced the
Gospel sometimes with depth and enthusiasm but sometimes on-
ly superficially. There is stil a long way to go before the Catholic
faith becomes deeply rooted in the soil of the ancient cultures.

Consecrated life
For the majority of the Churches of East Asia the present is like

a new springtime with all its promises: the foundation of new local
Churches (e.g. in Mongolia, with 450local Catholics after the first
15 years of missionary work), the birth of new local missionary
institutes (Korea, Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia), a fresh procla-
mation of the Gospel and the flourishing of vocations despite the
diaspora-like situation (Vietnam, South Korea). Within the Church
of East Asia we are witnessing an impressive growth. The last
15 years has seen a fourfold increase in the number of priests, men
religious have increased by 40Vo and women religious by 307o.
Hundreds of missionaries "ad gentes" and "ad vitam" have gone
out from the local Churches.

In the Pacific part of the Region many religious Congregations
are still looking for expressions of consecrated life in local cul-
tures shared by missionary members from abroad and by indige-
nous members. In Australia on the other hand the efforts of con-
secrated persons are directed towards pastoral work for vocations
and the formation of lay collaborators in line with the various
charisms of the Congregations concerned.

I think we can identify four main challenges for Consecrated
Life in the Region:
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mysticism: in a Region which is in general deeply religious, it
is essential to ensure in the consecrated members a strong
personal experience of God;
prophecy: religious communities are called upon to be coura-
geous in living the Gospel as an alternative model for living;
inculturation of the Consecrated life, which ensures that the
religious do not feel themselves to be like fish out of water nor
seem as foreigners in the eyes of their fellow citizens;
seruice for the benefit of the poor, and those marginalised for
economic, sexual, racial or religious reasons.

2. How Don Bosco arrived and his charism has grown

Don Bosco's missionarTr inelination was first towards Asia

Don Bosco lived the extraordinary missionary springtime of
the Church of his day, and originally fostered a missionary voca-
tion with his thoughts on Asia, in particular on China, and more
generally on English-speaking countries, Australia among them.
This was the missionary world he first approached as he sought
his true vocation, making contact at one time with the Reformed
Franciscans and at another with the Oblates of Mary or when he
read missionary magazines then beginning to circulate in Pied-
mont (Annals of the Propagation of the Faith or the Museum of
Catholic Missions). Images conjured up in his mind of the mis-
sionary world were predominantly of Asia and especially of the
persecutions in China and Vietnam, of the heroism of missionar-
ies and martyrs, of the new era that was opening for the Church
and for evangelisation in the wake of the British and French
armies. The Annals, that Don Bosco began to read from a time
soon after his ordination, gave an account almost week by week
of the strength and political activity of the West, which made it
possible for missionary penetration and the work of evangelisa-
tion to be resumed. In consequence, even inhabitants of the Ce-

Iestial Empire, whose immense number staggered Don Bosco,
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could attain salvation. He was particularly impressed by the mar-
tyrdom of the courageous young priest Gabriele Perboyre, whose
picture he kept in his room and of whom he would later write in
the first edition of his Ecclesiastical History.In this book, his first
serious work which would run into several editions, he wrote
about the relaunching of the missions, but especially of the events
taking place in those years in China and Japan.

As the fame of Don Bosco grew, the great missionaries of
Africa, Lavigerie and Comboni, came knocking at his door in
search of help and collaboration. During the First Vatican Coun-
cil various bishops of China too came to Valdocco seeking person-
nel. With Timoleone Raimondi, a missionary from the Seminary
of Milan and then Prefect Apostolic of Hong Kong, Don Bosco ne-
gotiated over several months between 1873 and 1874 about the
opening of a house in Hong Kong. The negotiations were unsuc-
cessful and the draft contract remained a dead letter because -
though Don Bosco was unaware of this at the time - of a veto im-
posed by the Superior of the Milanese Seminary. It was in this cli-
mate of uncertainty left by the suspended discussions that Don
Bosco, convinced by now that it was time for his Congregation to
expand to foreign parts, turned his gaze to Argentina, an envi-
ronment less remote from a cultural and linguistic standpoint,
and soon decided to send his first missionaries to work among the
Italian emigrants in Buenos Aires and among the Indians around
San Nicolds de los Arroyos (11 November 1875). Nevertheless he
never stopped thinking about Asia, as witness the fact that he
gave Fr John Cagliero less than two years to organise the works
in Argentina before leaving for India where he had accepted a
Vicariate Apostolic. But South America was to absorb energies
and personnel to such an extent that Don Bosco was able to think
about China again only in 1885, after obtaining the Vicariate
Apostolic of Patagonia. He accepted the fact that it was now too
late for him to do anything concrete about China. Later his sons
would see what could be done, but for him Asia would have to
remain a goal, a dream, a field of work for the future.
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In the Barcelona dream Don Bosco was later to see, from the
top of the hill of his earlier dream at the age of 9, that in the
future a work would be opened at Peking as a fulfilment of his
mission to the young that would embrace the world: just as at
Valdocco so throughout the world, from Valparaiso to Peking. The
vision became a constant preoccupation, an aim and prophecy
which would lead him to write in his spiritual testament: "In due
course our missions will reach China, and precisely Peking"'and
on his deathbed he astonished Bishop Cagliero by saying to him
repeatedly: "Don't forget Asia!"

Some historical items, starting from Don Bosco's missionarlr
dreams

Reading over again our Father's five missionary dreams, and
especially the final two, we find that his missionary zeal was di-
rected explicitly towards the people of China, of Mongolia (Tar-
taria) and of Australia;'this, together with the conclusion already
quoted from his spiritual testament, indicates a fervent desire in
his heart for the salvation of the young people of Asia. Genera-
tions of Salesian missionaries have grown up with the encourag-
ing awareness that Don Bosco had dreamt about them, seen them
in his missionary dreams.

The dream of 1886, his spiritual testament and his frequent
references in conversations to China, had created a marked sense

of anticipation in Salesian circles. Fr Arthur Conelli, to whom
Don Bosco had confided his desires with regard to going to China,
to such an extent that he was generally considered as the intend-
ed leader of an expedition to that country lost no time after the
Founder's death in making contact with the ecclesiastical au-
thorities of Macao. Negotiations took place in three phases and
continued until 1905 when the Salesians and the Bishop of Macao

' Cf. P BneIoo (a cura di), Don Bosco Educatore, scritti e testimonianze, LAS Rome
1992,p.438.

'Cfr. MB X,53; MB XY 91; MB XVI,385; MB XVII,643-7;MB XVIII,72-74.



THE RECTOR MAJOR 15

finally reached an agreement. The first six Salesians, three priests
and three brothers (two of them still novices) with Fr Luigi
Versiglia at their head, reached Macao on 13 February 1906 and
took over the small Oratory of the Immaculate Conception
entrusted to them by the Bishop. The six set to work at once by
opening a school of arts and trades. The first years were difficult
and apparently without future prospects. In 1910 in fact the
Salesians were expelled from Macao after being caught up in the
republican revolution. The set back proved to be only a brief one
and led to new fields of work: the first mission in mainland China
(at Heungshan, now Zhongshan, 1911-1928) and a return to the
Orphanage with a broader contract and new confreres that
enabled the Salesians to set up a true and proper school.

In the meantime the Chinese Empire fell and the Republic
was born (1911); the new China was anxious to learn from the
West, and the school of arts and trades was in a good position to
serve as a model for similar institutions to be set up all over the
vast territory. The school continued to develop, but expansion
took place in another direction when in 1917 the Sacred Congre-
gation of Propaganda Fide entrusted to the Salesians a mission
in the northern part of the province of Guangdong, detaching it
from the Apostolic Vicariate of Canton (now Guangzhou). After a
two-year period of preparation the new Apostolic Vicariate of
Shiuchow (now Shaoguan) was erected, with Fr Luigi Versiglia
as its first Vicar Apostolic. It was the least developed and most
difficult of the three territories the Salesians could have hoped
for: the Lord was preparing for them a road bristling with sacri-
fices, but one which the first missionaries, with the First World
War only just behind them, were able to face with courage and
self-denial. In 1918 Fr Versiglia, on receiving the gift of a chalice
from Don Albera, recalled that in Don Bosco's dream of China he
had seen two chalices, one filled with the sweat and fatigue of the
missionaries and the other brimming over with blood.

Meanwhile efforts made to strengthen and improve the school
at Macao were bearing fruit: the government of Hong Kong and
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some philanthropists wanted something similar for the young-
sters of the British colony, and for it to be entrusted to the Sale-
sians; and from Shanghai insistent requests were coming for the
acceptance of an orphanage. Furthermore the first missionary
novices from abroad were beginning to arrive, an innovation that
led to a good deal ofdiscussion. In 1934 a considerably large group
of young confreres set out for Shanghai led by Fr Sante Garelli, a

veteran of China. Among them was the cleric Callistus Caravario.
They settled in the Chinese quarter among the poor. In 1923 the
Chinese Vice-Province came into existence, but found it difficult
to take on the new commitments: a good house of formation was
needed for the young confreres who continued to arrive from
abroad and for the first local vocations, but there was a lack of
suitable personnel, as also offinancial resources.

Requests were also coming from the Holy See to accept a mis-
sion at Kyushu in Japan (1925) and one in Thailand (1925). In this
way the first missionaries destined for Japan arrived, led by Fr Vin-
cent Cimatti. With the increasing commitments, in 1926 the Vice-
Province was erected as the SinoJapanese Province. The Provincial
had to look after the vast area stretching from Thailand to Japan.

Unfortunately it was not all plain sailing: civil war broke out
in China, followed by Bolshevik activity. It was no longer wise to
keep the house of formation at Shiuchow, and the novices and
philosophy students had to make the risky journey to Macao. The
Nationalist and Communist Parties, aided by Russia, joined forces
to overcome the resistance of the warlords and unify the country.
From Guangdong the army advanced northwards, reaching
Wuhan and Shanghai. At Nanking there were violent episodes also
against missionaries. The alliance was broken and the Nationalists
launched a great purge of the forces of the left. The Salesian school
at Shanghai was occupied by the troops and transformed into a

hospital for those with infectious diseases. The Superiors decided
to evacuate the Institute and send the confreres elsewhere,
beginning with the youngest. In this way it was possible to begin
Salesian work in Hong Kong ("St. Louis Industrial School"), in
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Timor (Dili, where amongothers the cleric Callistus Caravario was
sent) and in Thailand, to which country the Extraordinary Visitor,
Fr Peter Ricaldone, transferred the novitiate with the novices,
Novice Master (Fr Gaetano Pasotti) and some confreres, 28 in all!
Challenges, trials and difficulties served only to foster develop-
ment: it seemed almost like a return to the experience of the prim-
itive Church, compelled by wars and persecutions to swarm in all
directions. In this way two new independent missions came into
existence: Japan, which was to have as its Prefect Apostolic (1935)
and later its Provincial (1937) Fr Vincent Cimatti, and Siam with
Fr Gaetano Pasotti first as Prefect Apostolic (1934), then Provin-
cial (1937) and eventually Vicar Apostolic (1941).

The greatest trial, a real moment of darkness and light, was
the martyrdom of Bishop Luigi Versiglia and Fr Callistus Car-
avario. They would not be the only ones to give their lives in the
course of the mission to their flock. Three other missionaries
would follow them. Various others died before they had reached
50 years of age, cut down by illness and fatigue.

In the thirties the missions of Thailand and Japan became
consolidated, amidst further difficulties and challenges: personnel
never sufficient, large numbers of young people to be formed and
inculturated, native vocations to be fostered. For 22 years China
was led by Fr Charles Braga (1930-1952), the "little Don Bosco of
China", formed in Turin under Fr Cimatti and matured in Shiu-
chow in the shadow of Bishop Versiglia. He became the Father of
the Salesians of China. With him, and prompted by new mission-
ary strategies China became enriched with new satellite founda-
tions. Local vocations began to appear, at first tentatively as
though from an arid soil, and then vigorously, especially during
the war years when the entire studentate had to move to Shang-
hai soon after the completion of its residence at Hong Kong.
Fr Braga it was who gave life to this period of great poverty, but
of even greater Salesian fraternity and communion; he was every-
thing to everyone, This was the golden age in the history of the
Chinese Province.
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The Province emerged from the war with a strong band of
well-motivated confreres and of young people who promised well
for the future. In 1946 the house of Peking was opened, the
"House of the Madonna", as it used to be called by its first Rec-

tor, Fr Mario Acquistapace: the poorest house in the Province!
Don Bosco's prophecy had been fulfilled. The Superiors thought
it was time to divide the works into two Provinces, one in the
north with headquarters at Shanghai, and the other in the south
centred on Macao. Japan, on the other hand found that all its 1o-

cal vocations had been swallowed up by the war and they were
compelled to begin again from scratch. Thailand, impoverished
in personnel because of numerous losses was to find in new foun-
dations the spirit of renewal.

But in fact it was China itself that bore the brunt of the storm.
With the advent of Mao and the proclamation of the Peoples' Re-

public, the Chinese people rose up. Foreigners, imperialists and
missionaries were all expelled and their property confiscated: the
people reclaimed the right to manage the education of the country
by themselves. Some Chinese confreres remained in the country to
stay with the youngsters if possible, but before long they found
themselves in prison where a number would die, sacrificing their
Iives through fidelity to the Pope. But also from this tragedy new

life was to come. Not only did Salesian works for refugees develop

in Hong Kong, Macau and subsequently also in Taiwan (1963), but
new foundations were made in other countries of the East.'

In 1951 Salesian work began in the Philippines with two
schools: at Victorias (Neglos) in the south and at Tarlac (Luzon)

in the north. In 1958 the foundations in the Philippines were de-

tached from the Chinese Province, to form a Vice-Province which
was later erected as a Province in 1963. A great increase in voca-

tions in the seventies and eighties led in 1992to the Province be-

ing divided into two with headquarters at Manila in the north

, On the development ofSalesian work in China, see the recent study ofCharles Socot ,

Don Bosco's Missionary call and China, in RSS n. 49, July-December 2006, pp. 215-294'
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and Cebu in the south respectively. To the Philippines were
entrusted also the works in East Timor (1975-1998) and in Indo-
nesia (1985-1998). Finally the mission in Pakistan was entrusted
to the southern Philippines Province (1998).

Since 1952 the mission had been growing also in Vietnam.
After a first foundation at Hanoi with Fr Francis Dupont, who
was killed in the war (11945), the work was taken up again in
1952 with Fr Andrej Majcen. In L974 a Delegation was set up,
which in 1984 became a Vice-Province. The confreres followed
the exodus to the south after the population split into two parts,
and lived 15 years of isolation (1975-1990) from which thy
emerged impoverished but highly motivated. In 1999 the Vice-
Province became a Province and in 2001 was entrusted with
responsibility for the new mission in Mongolia.

Salesian work in South Korea began in 1954, when Fr
Archimedes Martelli was sent from Japan to Korea and made a
first foundation at Kwangju. In 1972 a Delegation was formed,
which in 1984 was erected as a Vice-Province and in 1999 became
a Province.

Salesian work in East Timor, after a first tentative attempt at
foundation from Macao in the years 1927-L929 was relaunched
from Portugal in 1946. Subsequently, during the difficult period
of the Indonesian invasion (1975-1999), the work was entrusted
to the Philippines Province, passing later to the Province of Cebu
in 1992 when the subdivision of the Philippines Province took
place. With the increasing number of confreres and foundations,
the Vice-Province of Indonesia-East Timor was erected in 1998.

In still more recent years new foundations continued to in-
crease with youthful vigour, spreading in various directions with
the ingrafting of Don Bosco's charism in new environments and
prompted by a newly found missionary vocation.

The initiative for work in Cambodia came from Thailand and
began with the help given to the Khmer people in the refugee
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camps. The first foundation at Phnom Penh was opened in 199L.
The first Salesian work in Laos began in a similar way in 2004,
managed entirely by our Laotian past-pupils, with the assistance
of confreres from Bangkok.

Meanwhile Japan opened a difficult mission at Tetere in the
Solomon Islands in 1995. Since April 2005 this mission has been
part of the new Delegation of Papua New Guinea and the Solomon
Islands.

In the Pacific the Salesians arrived in Australiair. 1922, and
it is from the Province of Australia that two courageous initia-
tives have taken their origin. The frrst of these took the Salesian
charism to Samoa in 1978 where it has given rise to many voca-
tions, linked with the formation of local catechists; the second
Iaunched the Salesians in the Fijian Islands in 1999.

Don Bosco was there before the Salesians

From the historical details it is clear that some 30 years were
to pass between the first request to go to China and the arrival in
that country (1874-1900). In the case of the Philippines it took 60
years (1891-1951), and in that ofKorea 45 years (1909-1954). For
Vietnam it took 26 years (1926-L952), and for East Timor 20 years
before the definitive arrival. These delays were due in part to po-

litical and social vicissitudes, to prejudice on the part of some ec-

clesiastical authorities, and to the difficulty of communications
between friends of Don Bosco present in local parts of the Region
and the Superiors in Turin. In fact from the time of his canoni-
sation in 1934, the holy educator was venerated by local clergy in
many places before our arrival.

As is the case in other Regions, it must be said that Don Bosco
was known in many countries before the arrival of the first Sale-
sians: the first Salesian Cooperators were there and ADMA, the
Association of DonBoscoBoys and schools with Don Bosco's name
(Philippines). There were biographies of him in local languages
(Korea - Seoul: Review l{yoh Hyang,1934; Vietnam - Phat Diem:
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Luk Ly,1937), there were his statues in local churches and sem-
inaries founded in his name (for example in Vietnam, the Trung
Linh Seminary - 1939), there were Catholic schools and junior
seminaries founded in Don Bosco's name (as in Indonesia start-
ing from the '40s).

In recent times the response of the Congregation to requests
for foundations has become much faster, and the time between
the first invitation and the arrival of the Salesians has become
much shorter: 3 years for Samoa (1978), 4 years for Pakistan
(1998), 3 years for Mongolia (2001). Indeed, in some countries the
beginning of the Salesian mission preceded our initiative, as in
the case of Indonesia (from the Philippines to East Timor in1985),
in Cambodia (by Thailand in 1991), for Laos (by Thailand in
2004), and for Flji (bV Australia in 1999).

A Missionary Region

The Region has been blessed by the presence of great mission-
aries, pioneers in some countries: Bishop Luigi Versiglia (1881-
1930), Bishop Ignazio Canazei (11946), Fr. Charles Braga (11972),
Fr. Mario Acquistapace ( 1916-2002) in China; Mgr. Vincent Cimatti
(1883-1965) in Japan; Fr. Andrej Majcen (1905-1999) in Vietnam;
Fr. Archimedes Martelli (1916-1984) in South Korea; Bishop
Ernest Coppo, Bro. Celestine Acerni (the first Salesian to set foot
on Australian soil at Kimberley in 1923) and Fr Joseph Ciantar
(1893-1967) in Australia, and many other outstanding confreres.

I would also like to mention some pioneers in more recent
years, 'founders' in the respective countries of the Region:
Fr Joseph Carbonell in Indonesia, Fr Valerian Barbero in Papua
New Guinea; Bro. Joseph Ribeiro in East Timor (1946); Bro.
Robert Panetto and Fr. Walter Brigolin in Cambodia (Phnom
Penh, 1991); Fr Peter Balcazar and Bro. Francis Tanaka in the
Solomon Islands (Tetere, f995); Fr. Peter Zago and Fr. Hans
Dopheide in Pakistan (Lahore and Quetta, 1998); FrJulian Fox in
Fiji (1999); Fr Charles Villegas in Mongolia (Ulaanbatar, 2001).
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3. The Region from a Salesian standpoint

The Salesians

The Confreres present in the Region at the momentu xeL,257,
with 60 novices and 9 Salesian Bishops. Over the last 20 years the
number of confreres has risen substantially by 340 Salesians, with
new foundations in more than seven countries with 50 new com-
munities. Some Provinces show a regular growth (North and
South Philippines, Korea): others are growing quite quickly (Viet-
nam and East Timor): still others show a reduced number of con-
freres as compared with twentyyears ago (Australia, China, Japan,
Thailand). Today missionaries from abroad form only lSVo of lhe
confreres and their average is 65 years. In the same period up to
2006 some 80 confreres born in the Region had left for the mis-
sions od gentes. Vocational perseverance is in line with the world
average wilh 46Vo leaving after profession; although Vietnam has
something of a record in this regard with only SVoleaingthe Con-
gregation after profession. The majority of the confreres live and
work in major cities, and this has an influence on their style of
life, on the economy, on the kind of people they are working for and
the kind of work they do. No fewer than 353 confreres, almost a

third of the total, are in various phases of initial formation. The
number of Brothers is increasing thanks to the commitment to
vocational promotion in all the Provinces: at present the Region
has 201 lay confreres, of whom 47 are in temporary vows.

Community life

Most of the Region's communities, as I have said, are situated
in major towns and cities, and in some Provinces there are a con-
siderable number that are linked with various stages of formation,
all of which has an influence on the quality of life. Cardinal Joseph
Zen of Hong Kong confirms that the most important contribution

6 Statistics 31 December 2006.
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made by the Salesian charism to the cultures of the Region has
been its witness to the family spirit which makes both the person
of Don Bosco and our Congregation very attractive. There is an
ever-greater awareness of the importance of the community and of
its witness for evangelisation and vocational growth.

The number of Salesian communities has shown a notable
increase over the last twenty years. In 1986 there were in the
Region 76 canonically erected communities; in 1996 the number
had risen to 106 and in 2006 it had reached 130. And there are
also 30 other foundations not yet canonically erected, mainly in
mission areas (Pakistan, Mongolia, Cambodia, Thailand, Philip-
pines, Indonesia, Vietnam).

Kinds of Salesian works and activity

Youth ministry
As everywhere in the Church of Asia and Oceania strategic

importance is given to formal educational structures (academic
schools and centres for vocational training). In some areas there
is an emphasis on works of a social character which represent a
very important help for poor youngsters.

This is one reason why the majority of the confreres are in-
volved in the school sector. There are282 schools with 100,900
pupils, 350 Salesians and 4,200lay collaborators, the majority of
the latter non-Christians. From the small parish schools of East
Timor to the big Institutes with thousands of students in Thai-
Iand, formal education is a field that is given priority because of
the great opportunities it presents in the world of culture in a so-
ciety still far from the Gospel. In the last ten years also Salesian
University Institutes have grown up in the Philippines, in Papua
New Guinea, not to speak of the first polytechnic at Tokyo-Ikuei
(now known as the "Salesian Polytechnical Institute").

The 106 parishes, with numerous mission stations and a
Catholic population of some 876,000, are served by 200 confreres.
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From the huge parishes in Catholic locations, with dozens of sta-
tions and thousands of Catholics to parishes and mission stations
in places of first evangelisation with only a handful of the faith-
ful, we are contributing our specific style of evangelisation to the
local Churches.

There are 39 centres of vocational training, with t0,262
pupils and animated by 151 confreres. This is a matter of a priv-
ileged field in the process of development and in areas of first
evangelisation, because it provides a direct response to the needs
of poor youngsters, launching them into the world of employment
through a solid human, Christian and professional education and
training.

Various educational works are flanked by boarding estab'
lishments or hostels, a total of 38 with 3,168 youngsters who
live with us 24 hours a day. Such places provide outstanding op-
portunities for deepening the life of faith of young Catholics, and
at the same time give us a gradual and vital way of approaching
young non-Catholics in matters of faith. We need only recall that
it is from this kind of setting that the most affectionate of our
past-pupils emerge and those committed to our mission and to
the Salesian Family.

There are 60 Oratories or Youth Centres attended by 16,000
boys and girls,looked after full-time by 68 Salesians. Hundreds of
youngsters in developing areas frequent our sports facilities, con-
tent with the games provided and motivated by the serene educa-
tive atmosphere they frnd there; there are extra-scholastic activi-
ties in developed countries in the area of media education, groups
of social service and groups committed to a journey of faith.

The SalesianYouth Movement exists in all the Provinces in
widely diverse forms, beginning from organised groups in our
schools and extending to the voluntary missionary movement de-

veloped recently in some Provinces. In the mainly Catholic coun-
tries, like the Philippines and East Timor, thousands of young-
sters are involved in the movement at national level; in other coun-
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tries the commitment is expressed in the projects of groups which
meet together for certain Salesian feasts, especially at school or
parish level. The finest fruit is undoubtedty the missionary vol-
unteer movement: the "Don Bosco Volunteer Group" in Japan
(1991), the "Torch Movement" in Hong Kong (1995), the Interna-
tional Youth Volunteer Movement in Korea (2002), The Missionary
Volunteer Movement in Manila (2003), and the early stages of the
International Volunteer Movement in Australia (2006). Hundreds
of young people, non-Christians among them, have taken part in
the Salesian mission; some have also started on the path of Chris-
tian initiation and even that of vocational initiation. These move-
ments, with common initiatives around the Region, form a natur-
al link among young people from the different countries.

The Region has examples of Sl different kinds of social work,
for the benefit of 3,378 youngsters. We are in close contact with
street-children, youngsters in reformatories, children of lepers,
and children without families, with a variety of educational
responses. There are many house-families (Korea, Japan), entire
'Boys Towns' ("Youth off the streets" in Engadine, Australia;
"Boys Town" in Taiwan, "Tuloy sa Don Bosco" at Manila, "Don
Bosco Boys Town" at Cebu, "Bangsak" in Thailand founded near
the island of Phuket after the terrible tsunami of 2004); there is
also a regular service for delinquent youngsters (Provinces of
Korea and South Philippines) and provision for young workers,
especially for immigrants from within the country concerned or
from outside it (Korea, North Philippines, Japan, Vietnam).

For vocational promotion there are 23 aspirantates of var-
ious kinds, with some 1,057 young people in a process of discern-
ment. Concern for vocations is a speci{ic trait of our pastoral work
in many Provinces, where we have to face many challenges of the
Church, with its shortage of clergy and strong diocesan emphasis,
and where it is difficult to make male religious life clearly visible.
Praiseworthy efforts are being made for this purpose in several
Provinces (Korea, Japan, Thailand, Vietnam). A good number of
our confreres are from mixed families, Catholic-Protestant, Bud-
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dhist, Moslem, and there are indeed some confreres who asked to
be baptised so that they could follow Don Bosco.

Formation

In the area of initial formation, in addition to the above-

mentioned 23 major and minor aspirantates, there are in the
Region 6 novitiates, 11 postnovitiates, 7 houses for the specific
formation of priests and a house for the specific formation of
Brothers. The three houses of formation in the Philippines (novi-

tiate of Cebu-Lawaan, postnovitiate of Canlubang, specific for-
mation for priests and brothers at Manila-Paraflaque) are inter-
provincial. There are only two Salesian study centres for the
postnovitiate: Dalat (Vietnam) and Canlubang (North Philip-
pines), and two for theologT: Xuan Hiep (Vietnam) and Manila-
Parafiaque (FIN). The others in formation attend interreligious
or diocesan study centres with Salesians among the teachers.
At present some 70 young confreres among the 353 in initial
formation are doing their studies or practical training outside
their Provinces of origin.

As regards ongoing formation, there has been progress at a
personal level in responsibility for one's own vocational growth,
expressed also in the commitment to draw up a personal life-plan
and put it into practice.

In the local communities greater importance continues to be

given to the 'community day.' Since the GC25 neighbouring com-

munities have frequently been coming together for the monthly or
quarterly day of recollection. For the formation of Rectors some

Provinces have produced monthly leaflets (North Philippines, Ko-
rea), and all the Provinces try to include this element during their
meetings at provincial level. The Rectors are growing in their abil-
ity to animate the community from both spiritual and pastoral
points of view. Since the '90s the opportunity of formation courses

has been offered every three years with the participation of all the
Provinces.
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The four Regional Congresses of the East Asia - Oceania Re-
gion that have taken place since 1986, have increased sensitivity
concerning the promotion and fostering of the vocation of the
Salesian Brother. The recent Seminar on this theme in Cambodia
(2006) was a further step forward, involving all the Provincial
Councils, all the vocation promoters and all engaged in formation
guidance, for a whole year.

Missionary commitment and, inculturation of the Salesian
Charism

Over the last hundred years the Region has received about a
thousand missionaries from other countries. In the '20s of the
last century there was a huge surge of young missionaries, formed
in the missionary territories. Working in the Region at the present
day there are still some 150 missionaries from abroad. From the
'60s of the last century local confreres began to take over the man-
agement of the Provinces. Nowadays we have local confreres go-
ing into missions ad gentes, both within and outside the Region.
So far there have been about a hundred of them. The greater
number of these have gone out from the Philippines (75), then
from Vietnam (25), from Korea (9), from East Timor (6), from
Japan (5), and from Australia (4).

Since nearly all the confreres come from backgrounds with a
Christian minority, their missionary spirit in general, and in par-
ticular the conviction of being missionaries of the young, is of great
importance. We have already said that many of the families from
which our confreres come, and the majority of the young people we
encounter in our surroundings are of other religions. And so in
the words of the FABC we can speak of the grou'th of missionary
awareness 'inter gentes', which well expresses the real situation
of the majority of the Salesians. There are five countries still in
need of a strengthening of Salesian personnel: Papua New Guinea,
the Solomon Islands, Mongolia, Pakistan and Cambodia.'

' Cfr. AGC 395, Missionary cornmitment of the Salesians of Don Bosco today, p. 64.
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The Congregation looks at China with the heart and faith of
Don Bosco, but at present must limit itself to continuing to offer
services of assistance to the poor and the sick, services compati-
ble with the laws and policies of the country which do not allow
the presence and activity of Religious Institutes, especially in the
fields of religion and education.

Social eotnrnunication

From the humble beginnings of the Salesian Bulletin in the in-
dividual countries, the commitment in this field has increased to
the extent that we now have several publishing houses (Don Bosco
Sha in Tokyo, Salesiana Publishers in Manila, Vox Amica in Hong
Kong, Don Bosco Media in Seoul), which contribute to the growth
of the Salesian Family and to evangelisation. Commitment is al-
so growing in the world of audiovisuals, of the internet, of media
education in our Oratories and Youth Centres. Recently also two
radio transmitters have begun to function, in Thailand and at
Tetere in the Solomon Islands.

Nowadays in almost every Province the Salesian Bulletin
can be found in the vernacular, and all nine Provinces have their
Provincial Newsletter, some of them in digital form. Among the
confreres the SMS is used for quick and economic communication.

Particularly significant is the decision by all Provinces to
adopt English as the language of communication, which implies
the obligation on the part of all the confreres to gradually acquire
a working knowledge of the language. The Region also has a net-
work of Salesian news, AustraLasia Link, begun in 1997 after a

meeting of the Delegates for Social Communication. The editor
resides in Rome, and is linked with dozens of correspondents in
all the Provinces, and provides a daily service of news of all the
Salesian Family. The network was strengthened, after the Team
Visit of 2005, by the launching of the new BOSCONET website
(www.bosconet.aust.com), which provides resources of Salesiani-
ty in English.
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The Salesian Family

Animation of the Salesian Family and s5merrybetween its var-
ious groups is one of the strong points of the Region. As well as
the 1,150 Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, there are four
other Congregations of Women, all of them born in a missionary
context: 1,040 "Caritas Sisters of Miyazaki", founded by Mgr. Vin-
cent Cimatti and Fr Antonio Cavoli; 96 "Sisters Servants of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary" founded by Bishop Gaetano Pasotti;
25 "Sisters Announcers of the Lord", a Congregation born in the
mind and heart of Bishop Luigi Versiglia and founded by Bishop
Ignazio Canazei; and 65 "Daughters of the Queenship of Mary
Immaculate", founded by Fr. Carlo della Torre.

Among other consecrated groups of the Salesian Family is the
Congregation of St Michael the Archangel (6 members in Aus-
tralia and Papua New Guinea), and two Secular Institutes: the
Don Bosco Volunteers (VDB) with 132 members, launched in 1g6g
at Macao and now present in all the Provinces; and the Volun-
teers with Don Bosco (CDB) with 3 members, begun in 2000 in
Korea.

Outstanding among the lay groups is the Association of Sale-
sians Cooperators, which is growing in both quantity and quali-
ty, thanks to the regular Regional Congresses begun in 1993. To-
day there are 2,035 Cooperators in 120 Centres, with many young
aspirants; they are accompanied by SDB and FMA Delegates. The
Don Bosco Past-Pupils are organised in all the Provinces and meet
at regional level every four years. Their contribution to the Sale-
sian mission varies from one place to another. They are present in
large numbers among our lay collaborators in schools and parish-
es;they are committed workers in the local Churches, and are al-
so found among the diocesan clergy and in posts of responsibility
in the social and political spheres.

Also functioning well in every Province is the Consulting
Group of the Salesian Family, and the resulting syner5/ produces
considerable apostolic fruits and growth of the Salesian spirit.
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The days of spirituality in all Provinces and the family retreats
(North Philippines) are occasions for becoming better acquainted
with each other and more effective in working for the young.

There are also some works that are wholly or partly entrust-
ed to particular groups of the Family such as the VDB, the Sale-

sian Women's Association, and the Cooperators (social works in
Thailand, retreat houses for young people in the Philippines, the
after-school centre at Hong Kong, and the direction of some Sale-
sian schools).

Financial solid,arity

With the variety of different situations in mind, we make
strong appeals to benefactors and local authorities to ensure the
sound functioning of our works, even in non-Christian environ-
ments. There are many places in need of external help to which
our modest missionary, planning and development offices (sta-

tioned in the Provinces of Australia, China, Japan, Korea and
North Philippines) do their best to respond.

Provincial solidarity is everywhere on the increase, as also is
a professional approach to administration with the regular use of
budgeting and balance sheets. Regional solidarity is also grow-
ing, and not only when it is a question of meeting emergencies
following natural disasters (as, for instance, in 1995 in the Philip-
pines at Bacolor, when the eruption of a volcano buried one of our
schools and the associated aspirantate, or the tsunami of 2004 in
southern Thailand), but also for the development of certain works
(e.g. the building of the new novitiate in Vietnam in 2006) or for
the support of those Provinces that have many vocations but few
financial resources.

Salesian holiness

In some places the Salesian charism has been implanted by
great Salesians of whom the holiness or heroicity of virtues has

already been officially recognised: Saints Luigi Versiglia and
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Callistus Caravario, protomartyrs of the Congregation in China;
the Venerable Vincent Cimatti in Japan; Fr Carlo della Torre in
Thailand and Fr Andrej Majcen in Vietnam, and those of whom
the Causes for beatifrcation and canonisation have been recently
introduced. Among the martyrs in China following the advent of
communism we recall Cleric PeterYeh, Frs Joseph Fu and Simon
Leung, and Bro Jerome Yip, who died a martyr of charity in a
concentration camp. The Salesian missionar5r spirituality of these
confreres was expressed in a deep and attractive simplicity. We
may recall the motto of Peter Yeh (T1953): All for Jesus, Jesus
for all!

I do not hesitate to mention particularly the figure of the Ven-
erable Vincent Cimatti (1879-1965). Fr Renato Zigg1otti, b'n Suc-
cessor of Don Bosco, who had been a pupil of Fr Cimatti, left us
this testimony: "For me Mgr. Cimatti is the most complete Sale-
sian I have ever known for piety, ability, fraternal spirit, fatherli-
ness, and skill in winning over souls. More than a most versatile
and likeable teacher of pedagogSr, he was a real educator and a
true copy of St John Bosco". Any visitor to the Cimatti Museum
at Tokyo-Chofu, is immediately impressed by the rich charismat-
ic qualities of the "Don Bosco of Japan": gathered there are more
than 900 of his musical compositions, 6,150 letters, more than
10,000 original photographs, hundreds ofbooks and articles deal-
ing with philosophy, spirituality, agriculture and the natural sci-
ences. All this was for spreading the Gospel in places where evan-
gelisation was most difficult. His zeal for the application of the
preventive system in schools, in seeking vocations, in personal
presence among young Salesians at the times of work and recre-
ation, has been passed on to new generations of local Salesians
and lay people. The name of Jesus Christ, with that of Don Bosco,
has been spread far and wide through the hundreds of musical
concerts he gave in Japan, Korea and China. Whether as a for-
mation guide in Turin, or leader of a missionary expedition, or as
Rector of a house of formation or Provincial or Vicar Apostolic, he
was always outstanding for his Salesian gentleness and kindness.



32 A?TS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

4. Charismatic experiences of greater significance

To implant, and make the Salesian charism take root and
become inculturated in the young Churches of Asia or Oceania, a
great deal of patience is needed if our spirit and activity is to be

faithfully expressed in local cultures. This is a great challenge that
demands knowledge and love from both the standpoint of the
culture concerned and that of Don Bosco and the Congregation. In
this important work, carried out with courage and optimism,
efforts have been made to make available all the salesian sources

and to translate the letters of the Rector Major in the seven main
languages of the Region: Chinese, Japanese, Thai, Korean, Viet-
namese, Indonesian and Tetum. There is the first abbreviated
translation of the Biographical Memoirs in 5 volumes (Hong Kong,
2005). But the most important thing is that all the Provinces are
making a special effort to get to know Don Bosco better and bring
him to life in their particular environment. Some Provinces pub-

lish Salesian spirituality reviews in the vernacular (Japan, Thai-
Iand), or send confreres for courses of Salesianity in Rome or
Berkeley, USA. The movement for a return to Don Bosco, to which
we are invited by the letter of convocation of the GC26, was
received with great enthusiasm and has given rise to interesting
initiatives, such as Provincial or Regional seminars and retreats
based on the theme.

Dialogue between the cultures from which our confreres come

and those in which they are working, together with the witness of
a Salesian living of the Gospel of Christ, is producing good re-

sults. There is no doubt that our closeness to the people, our pres-

ence among the young, and our educative and pastoral style, with
its welcoming friendliness and family spirit, its religious and spir-
itual quality, draw people to us and make us in general esteemed

by the local Church.

It is very encouraging to find expressions of "Valdocco" finding
their place in local culture in various parts of the Region. Beginning
from China-Macao, Salesian Institute (1906) to Thailand-Banpong
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(1927) and Bangkok-Don Bosco (1946), to Japan-Tokyo, Sugina-
mi (1934), and then China-Beijing (1946-1954), Australia-Sydney,
Engadine (19 47 ), Philippines - Manila, Mandaluyong ( 1 954), Philip-
pines-Visayas, Victorias (1952), Est Timor-Fatumaca (1964), South
Korea-Seoul, Dae Rim Dong (1963), Vietnam-Saigon, GoVap
( 1963- 1976), Papua New Guinea - Araimiri ( 1980), Samoa - Alafua
(1980), Indonesia-Jakarta, Sunter (1992) and others.

I would now like to present some significant experiences and
ways chosen to express the charism, which could provide inspira-
tion also for confreres of other Regions.

InAustralia our confreres with a large number of lay people
have been animating eight secondary schools since 1998 through a
"Salesian Schools' Charter" based on the Oratory criteria (c. 40).
All planning, animation and evaluation are standardised in line
with this joint vision adopted and shared effectively by all teach-
ers in our schools. In their training process they have studied
more deeply what they understand by the statement that the
educational environment resembles "a home that welcomes, a
parish that evangelises, a school that prepares for life and a play-
ground where friends can meet and enjoy themselves" (C. 40).

In the Chinese Province the preparation for the centenary of
Salesian work (2001-2006) was guided by a movement towards
Salesian holiness, to rediscover Don Bosco with the 20,000 pupils
and teachers of our schools. Around this animating nucleus the
synergy of the Salesian Family was developed which was able to
reach poor youngsters. During the centenary celebrations I was
able to visit, amongother places, the "DonBosco Discovery Centre"
at HongKong, TangKingPo College, whereyoungpeople can meet
Don Bosco in an interactive exhibition. And among the many
works of this Province I cannot fail to mention "Youth Outreach",
a great Youth Centre open24 hours a day, especially for youngsters
exposed to dangers on the streets of Hong Kong.

In lhe Philippines the golden jubilee of Salesian work in 2001
led to the courageous decision to commit ourselves to a greater ex-
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tent to young people who are very poor, of whom the majority live
in country areas. For this reason many rural foundations were
made, especially with vocational training centres designed to meet
the local needs. From 1994 the consulting body of the Salesian
Family of Manila can serve as a model for other Provinces for its
style of animation. Its leadership rotates among the different
groups for the organisation of meetings for spiritual or formative
purposes, for celebrations or for particular apostolic activities.
Since 2002 inthe Province of Cebu the CLAY Dort Bosco Institute
has been developed, which is still the only example in the Region
of a project of Salesian formation carried out by lay people for the
laity and the young. Our novices of Lawaan are also involved in
weekly discussion sessions on the Memoirs of the Oratory with the
formation guides and members of Don Bosco CLAY.

According to its recent Provincial Operational Plan, the
Province of Japan is directing its activities towards young people

at risk and to the working classes that Japanese society finds it dif-
ficult to assimilate. It is a question of young and migrant workers,
not limited to Catholics though the latter form the majority. The
two parishes of Yamato and Hamamatsu are models of a multi-
cultural approach within the Japanese Catholic Church. In the
same setting, services are offered to immigrants of no less than
eight different linguistic groups. Meanwhile the zealous vocation-
al campaign continues in the Province: this is quite exceptional in
the whole of the Japanese Church when it is remembered that
Christians form less than L%o of the population. Biblical school
camps, introduced in 1973 at Nojiriko, have become a real focus

of attention for our three aspirantates. At present we have about
50 aspirantates at Yokohama, Yokkaichi and Chofu, of whom a
large number came through the experience of biblical camps.

The only Vice-Province of the Reg;on, Ind.onesia - East Timor,
has enjoyed an almost miraculous vocational growth in the last
two decades, during which it has grown from 19 to 170 confreres,
with the opening of many formation centres. In fact after twenty
years work in Indonesia we now have more than 50 native confr-
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eres, who are carrying out a delicate work in the largest Islamic
country in the world. In East Timor, the poorest country in Asia
and despite the very difficult situation it is experiencing, the
charism is growing, thanks to the closeness and generous dedica-
tion of the confreres to the suffering people in their commitment
to re-evangelisation and human advancement.

South Korea is a Province that since the '70s has concen-
trated very much on the mission to poor and abandoned young-
sters, with numerous house-families, commitment to young delin-
quents, and some Centres for Vocational Training. Despite the
very rapid social and cultural changes that are taking place in the
country the Salesians manage to adapt successfully to the new
situation and carry out an effective mission for this section of poor
and marginalised youngsters. A11 the phases of initial formation
take place alongside these young people who were the objects of
Don Bosco's special care, so as to be make it possible to live con-
secrated life in interaction with them. The Korean Salesian con-
freres have developed a particular method of evangelisation
through Youth Centres attended by thousands ofpupils from state
schools during the year and by others coming from diocesan
parishes of the dynamic Korean Church. Remarkable too is the vi-
tality of the Salesians Cooperators, due to their good and incul-
turated formation and the apostolate they carry out alongside the
Salesians in works for young people in difficulty. The Province,
moreover, carries out a missionary commitment in North East
Asia at the explicit request of Fr Egidio Vigand; in the last decade,
10 missionartes ad gentes have left Korea for different parts of
the world.

The Province of Thailand is numerically the smallest in the
Region. Despite this the Salesians are the first religious Congre-
gation in the country. One of the best opportunities for being pre-
sent among Buddhist young people are our numerous schools in
which we offer an education to 21,000 students. These schools are
very much appreciated and our Buddhist Past-Pupils take their
affection for Don Bosco with them into society. Thanks to the
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Past-Pupils the great Salesian Family is also united and well an-
imated. The expansion that has taken place into the neighbour-
ing countries of Laos and Cambodia is evidence of the Salesian
missionary spirit with the valuable help of our past-pupils who
are teachers and educators.

Vietnann is the most numerous and dynamic Province of the
Region, with an ardent missionary spirit as regards both its own
people and those of foreign countries. In the last four years the
Province has sent out some 30 confreres as missionaries od
gentes, and is distinguished for the painstaking zeal of its voca-
tional promotion, with well prepared weekly meetings and espe-

ciatly the follow up of university students in their growth in faith.
The promoting of the Salesian Brother also finds its highpoint in
Vietnam. Special mention is due to the exceptional testimony af-
ter l-975 to revive the Salesian charism despite the loss of all the
educational institutions. In addition to the 25 parishes which have
helped us to survive in the years of difficulty, there have grown
up recently various vocational training centres that are highly
regarded by both the government and the people. All this goes to
make of this Province one of the Salesian Provinces in the world
with the most charismatic vitality.

Finally there is the Delegation of Papua New Guinea a,nd
the Solomon Islands. The mission is carried out in poor areas
among a population of which the majority is Christian, but in
need of evangelisation and education for its young people, as well
as social development.

5. Some challenges

In the light of the multicultural and multireligious context of
Salesian life in the Region and of the specific contribution our
charism and mission are called upon to offer to the countries in
which we are working, the following are challenges we have to
confront:
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A. In the spiritual and, charismatic area we may identify
three main challenges:

- at cultural level: the risk of secularism and materialism in
an environment which is sensitive to the religious aspect of life
and requires not only social service but also the witness of a deep
experience of God;

- at personal level: the temptation to seek social status
which gives priority to a professional approach, reducing Salesian
Iife rather to a 'state of life' than a 'project of evangelical life';

- at institutional level: a somewhat weak and merely for-
mal sense of belonging to the Congregation and the fulfilment of
its guidelines, which, among other things, is manifested in the
weakness of initial formation as a result of precarious formation
conditions and the shortage of Salesian study centres, and in the
unsatisfactory adoption and application of the pastoral model of
the Congregation.

What these challenges tell us is that we need a Salesian life of
greater MYST ICAL intensity.

B. In the eaangelising and pastoral area there are three
main challenges:

- at cultural level: the tendency to individualism, expressed
in the lack of courage in facing difficulties arising from the fact of
being a minority among non-Christians, especially against the
background of Confucianism and Buddhism.

- at personal level: exaggerated activism, which can turn us
into secular professionals rather than consecrated persons, and
poor preparation for interreligious and intercultural dialogue;

- at institutional level: resistance in responding to changes
of lifestyle and of work so as to be more meaningful and effective,
and come closer to poor youngsters in our service to them.

These challenges are faced through a Salesian mission lived as
SERVICE.
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C. In the area of religious and. eommunity life we may note
three main challenges:

- at cultural level: the absence of an inculturated commonly
shared model of the consecrated life, and the difficulty of ex-
pressing our religious consecration by a more visible and credible
witness to the Gospel, in the awareness of being called to help the
Christian faith have a strong cultural impact;

- at personal level: the temptation to live in a way that con-
ceals our Christian and consecrated identity, by accepting cultural
elements that have nothing to do with the project of Salesian life;

- at institutional level: the urgent need for reshaping the
works in every Province, to ensure the experience of community
life and give quality to the pastoral educative project.

These challenges tell us of the need to recover a Salesian life
permeated by PROPHECY.

D. In the fii.nctioning of the Region we may identify two main
challenges:

- at the level of regional eoordination: the isolated na-
ture of some works, physical distances, Ianguages, differences of
a social, cultural, ecclesial and vocational nature that make it dif-
ficult to reach a more effective, deep and practical level of sharing;

- at the level of regional animation: the lack of a region-
aI centre as a contribution to the integration, coordination and
boosting of the Provinces in the different areas of the Salesian
life and mission: formation, youth ministry Salesian family, social
communication, missions and economy.

These are challenges that prompt us to believe in the value of
SYNERGY.

We can sum up all the challenges in the need to build
and live a Salesian spirituality that is truly missionary
and inculturated, which can help us
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to avoid the danger of activism, of the seeking of a soft and
easy life, and of the lack of charismatic identity;
to overcome the dichotomy between life and faith, between
being and doing, between the evangelical counsels - mission -

community life;
to make the living presence of Don Bosco more apparent in
the Region of East Asia - Oceania.

At this point I feel I must mention, among the many confr-
eres of outstanding qualities, two Salesians who have been able to
bring Don Bosco to life again by accompanying their people and
giving them sure guidance in moments of great difficulty. I am
referring to Cardinal Joseph ZenZe-kiun, Bishop of Hong Kong,
who was named a Cardinal at the time the centenary of Salesian
work in the East Asia - Oceania Region was being celebrated, and
Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize for
his role on behalf of his sorely tried country of East Timor. The
fact that God has given to the Congregation saints, martyrs,
founders, wonderful educators and great bishops is the best guar-
antee that Don Bosco can be given an ever more Asian counte-
nance.

Conclusion - "I am with you always"

From a geographical point of view the place most distant from
Rome is somewhere in the Region of East Asia - Oceania. I was
able to verify this for myself during my journey to Australia and
Samoa in 2004. It was the first Samoan Rector, who was absent at
the time of my visit, who in May 2006 expressed as his dream:
"I would like to visit the holy places of Don Bosco, and at least
once in my life meet the Rector Major personally."

Some confreres of the Region have been able to make a pil-
grimage to the Salesian holy places, and others have made the
effort to come close to Don Bosco in local cultures and languages.
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As Successor of Don Bosco I have been able to visit all the
Provinces of the Region, (the last one Vietnam in April), and now
I have personal knowledge of so many confreres and works. For
some Provinces their last visit from a Rector Major had been as
much as 24 years ago. There were also some places where no
Rector Major had ever been at all, Iike the Solomon Islands, Pak-
istan, Mongolia, Laos, and Fiji. Well then, by this letter I want to
express my closeness to all of you, but I also want to make each of
you feel that he is close to all the Salesians throughout the world.

"Without Mary Help of Christians we Salesians are nothing"
was one of the five pieces of advice given to missionaries in China
by the first Salesian, Bishop Luigi Versiglia, in far off 1920.

Many local Churches in East Asia and Oceania venerate the
Mother of Jesus and of the Church as the Help of Christians -
she is the Patroness of Australia, of China, of Vietnam and of the
Churches of Oceania. So as not to exclude anyone, many Salesian
communities of the Region pray each day with the ejaculation:
"Maq/, our help, pray for us!" Her living presence is deeply felt.
I entrust to her the future of this Region of ours, the most distant
from Rome in terms of time, distance and culture, but not on
that account any less loved by Don Bosco and identified with the
Congregation.

May Mary Help of Christians, Don Bosco's Teacher, bless and
guide the generations of confreres growing up in this Region.

Affectionately in Don Bosco,

7-6*ffi7a



4. ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

4.1 Chronicle of the Rector Major

- December 2006

Having returned from Monteor-
tone, where he has spent the last
three days of November, on 5 De-
cember the Rector Major opened
the Winter Plenary Session of the
General Council which was to con-
tinue until Friday 26 January
2007.

On the afternoon of Sunday 3
December he went to the "Pius XI"
Clinic to visit Archbishop Angelo
Amato, who was recovering from
an operation there. In the morning
of the following day he attended a
meeting in the headquarters of the
Union of Superiors General.

In the evening of Tuesday 5 De-
cember, he held a meetingwith the
Missionaries who had been taking
part in a formation course organ-
ised by the Councillor for the Mis-
sions.

In the evening of Wednesday 6,
he went to the UPS, to preside at a
meeting of the Academic Senate.

In the evening ofThursday 7 he
again went to the UPS for the con-
ferral ofa Doctorate honoris causa
in Communication on Mr Robert
Mohlant, former Secretary Gener-
al of the World Catholic Associa-
tion for Communication SIGNIS.

On the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, Fr Ch6vez inaugurat-
ed the group of confreres' rooms
recently renovated in the Gener-
alate. In the evening he went to
Grottarossa, for Mass and the
Marian Procession.

He was engaged throughout the
following day seeing confreres
from the Generalate and else-
where.

On Sunday 10, in the early even-
ing he presided at Mass in honour
of Nuestra Seflora de Guadalupe,
at the invitation of the Rector of
the Mexican College in Rome. On
his return, at supper he officially
welcomed the Provincials who had
come for their introductory course.

On Monday 11, in the morning
he had a first meeting with all the
Provincials after which he went to
the Vatican, where accompanied by
the Superior General of the Sons
of Divine Providence, Fr Flavio
Peloso he had an appointment with
the Secretary of State, Cardinal
Tarcisio Bertone. In the eveninghe
went to the UPS for the tradition-
al meeting before Christmas be-
tween the Rector Major and all the
community of the Vice Province.
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On Thursday 14 in the morning
he preached at a day ofrecollection
for the confreres of the Testaccio
community and in the afternoon
he presided at Mass.

At midday on Saturday 16 he
greeted a group of Salesian Past
Pupils including the Presidents
and Delegates from the whole of
Europe. In the evening accompa-
nied by most of the Councillors
and the Provincials who were pre-
sent he took part in the celebra-
tion ofthe episcopal ordination of
Bishop Raffaele Farina, in the
Basilica of St Peters.

On Sunday 17, after the Mass at
which Bishop Farina presided, the
Rector Major received him and his
relatives in his office, and after-
wards Bishop Adriano Van Luyn
and Archbishop Lillo La Piana.

On Monday 18 during the morn-
ing, he leads a day ofrecollection
for the Provincials. On Wednesday
20 the course for the new Provin-
cials comes to an end as all join in
celebrating the Rector Major's
birthday.

On Thursday morning 21, with
all the General Council he goes to
Genzano, to the Novitiate commu-
nity, for a day of recollection in
preparation for Christmas.

On Saturday 23, in the morning
he presides at a meeting of the
Executive Council of the USG in

its central offices. In the afternoon
he takes part in the commemora-
tion of the 25'h anniversary of the
Salesian Historical Institute.

On Sunday 24, duringthe morn-
ing, he goes to the Generalate of
the FMA to offer Christmas greet-
ings to Mother Antonia Colombo
and the Councillors. At Midnight
in the Salesian Generalate he
presides at the first Christmas
Mass.

Between Wednesday 27 andEri-
day 29 he chairs meetings of the
General Council after the Christ-
mas break and before that for the
New Year. At midday on Friday 29

receives Bishop Carlo Chenis, re-
cently appointed the Bishop of
Civitavecchia - Tarquinia.

On Saturday morning 30, he re-
ceives news ofthe death ofFr Pao-
lo Natali, and in the afternoon
with all the Councillors still resi-
dent he goes to the UPS to pray for
his eternal repose. In the evening
he goes to the Vatican to present
the Strenna to the Salesian com-
munity, and stays for supper with
the confreres.

On Sunday 31, in the afternoon
he goes to the Generalate of the
Daughters of Mary HeIp of Chris-
tians to present the Strenna for
2007 and having returned home,
before evening prayer gives the
same presentation to the confreres
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of the community of the Gener-
alate.

- Januaryt 20OZ

On the first day of the New Year
2007, the Solemnity of the Divine
Motherhood of Mary early in the
morning Fr Chrivez leaves for
Turin, where he celebrates Mass
at 10.00 in the Basilica of Mary
Help of Christians. Afterwards,
accompanied by his secretary,
Fr Juan Jos6 Bartolom6, and the
Provincial of the Circumscription
of Piedmont and the Val d'Aosta,
he leaves for ChAtillon, where he
is welcomed by the confreres in the
community. He dines with them
and then continues his journey to
Les Combes, where he spends a
few days rest until Saturday 6, the
feast of the Epiphany when he
returns to Rome.

During Sunday 7 January, the
Rector Major receives the Provin-
cials of Slovakia, of Warsaw,
Poland, some Councillors and per-
sonnel from the UPS.

Between Monday 8 and Friday
12 he presides at meetings of the
General Council. In the evening
of Tuesday 9, there is a meeting
between the two General Councils
SDB-FMA. In the afternoon 10, he
receives the Ambassador of Chile
to the Holy See, H. E. Pablo Cabr-
era, and afterwards the Dean of

the Faculty of Social Communica-
tion of the UPS. In the afternoon
of Thursday 11, he has a meeting
with Fr Ugo De Censi. On Friday
he has a very full agenda of meet-
ings with: Fr F6lix lJrra, the new
Provincial of Bilbao; Sr Appoli-
naris, Mother General of the Sis-
ters of Charity of Miyazaki, ac-
companied by other Sisters of the
Council; Archbishop Nicola Cotug-
no, Salesian Archbishop of Monte-
video; Fr Dam6sio Medeiros,
Provincial of Manaus; Fr Miguel
Agustfn Aguilar, the new Provin-
cial of Mexico (MEM).

On Sunday 14 Fr Chrivez speaks
with some of the Provincials of the
CISI holding their half-yearly
meeting.

Between Tuesday 16 and Thurs-
day 18 there are meetings of the
'plenum' of the General Council.
In the evening of Tuesday 16, with
the Vicar, the Economer General
and the Regional Councillor, Fr
Vdclav Klement, he goes to the
Embassy of Korea to the Holy See,
for a dinner in honour of H. E.
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone. On
Thursday 18 he gives the Good
Night to those taking part in the
Spirituality Days of the Salesian
Family

On Friday 19 in the morning he
takes part in the Spirituality Days
of the Salesian Family; in the
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evening he receives the two can-
didates proposed as Dean of the
Faculty of Social Communication
at the UPS, Fr Franco Lever and
Fr Giuseppe Costa.

On Saturday 20, in the morning
he speaks with the Provincial of
Rosario Argentina, Fr Joaquin
L6pez, and in the evening presides
at Mass with those taking part in
the Spirituality Days. The follow-
ing morning, after once again pre-
siding at Mass, he concludes the
Days with his closing address.

Between Tuesday 23 and Friday
26 the {inal week of the plenary
session of the General Council is
held. In the afternoon ofTuesday
23 the Rector Major presides at a
meeting at which there is consider-
ation of a proposal regarding forms
of financial management connect-
ed with the Salesian Pontifrcal Uni-
versity and the UPS Vice Province.

On Thursday 25, in the evening,
he gives the Good Night to the
community of the Generalate,
with an account of the work un-
dertaken during the past two
months and the following day con-

cludes the plenary session of the
General Council with Mass and a
final meeting. In the course of the
day he then receives, in addition to
the Councillors, some missionaries
and the Ambassador of Korea to
the Holy See.

On Monday 29, after having
received the Provincial of the
Wroclaw Province, in the afternoon
he leaves for Turin to celebrate the
feast of Don Bosco there. On his ar-
rival at the end of evening prayers
he gives the Good Night to the
SDB and FMA communities of
Valdocco. On 31 January he pre-
sides at two Masses. In the course
of the day he also inaugurates a

new printing press, makes some
recordings for First Radio and
takes parb in a performance of the
story of the yellow umbrella from
the2007 Strenna.

- February 2007

Having returned to Rome on the
morning of 1 February, the Rector
Major was informed of the death
of the Salesian Cardinal Antonio
MariaJavierre Ortas. After dinner
he went with the Vicar and some

Councillors to the Vatican to pray
before the remains. The following
day at midday in St Peter's Basili
ca he took part in the celebration
of the funeral, at which the Holy
Father Benedict XVI presided. In
the evening he then took part in
the celebration of the Day of Con-
secrated Life.

On Saturday 3 February he be-
gan ajourney to India, starting his
visit in Kerala, in the Province of
Bangalore, on the occasion ofthe
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50'h anniversary ofthe presence of
the Salesians in Kochi. On 4, after
havingbeen welcomed by the com-
munity in Aluva, he went to Don
Bosco Vaduthala, the cradle ofthe
most fruitful Salesian work in Ker-
ala, for the jubilee celebrations.
The following day, in Aluva, he
met the Novices and the confreres
in temporar5r rrows, then those per-
petually professed, followed by the
Salesian Family. After lunch he
visited the house in Snehabhavan
for street children, managed by
the Salesians in collaboration with
the local authorities of Kochi.
Afterwards still in Kochi, he
launched the celebrations for the
25'h anniversary of the house in
Vennala.

After this Fr Ch6vez went to the
Vice Province of Goa, which was
celebrating the diamond jubilee of
the presence of the Salesians in
Panjim. Here the Rector Major
had engagements on 6 and 7 Feb-
ruary. On the first day after being
welcomed at the Provincial House
in Odxel, he gave a conference to
the confreres of the Vice Province,
after which he went to Don Bosco
in Panjim. Here he presided at a
solemn concelebration, attended a
concert specially prepared for the
occasion and met the parents of
the confreres. Early in the morn-
ing of the next day he paid a visit

to the Basilica "Bom Jesus", to
pray before the casket of St Fran-
cis Xavier. Then he returned to
Panjim for a meeting with the Co-
operators and Past Pupils, gave a
press conference and took part in
the "Youth Rally", in the Kala au-
ditorium, where he responded to
the two thousand youngsters from
the schools of the Salesians and
the FMA who filled the hall. In the
evening he went first to Quepem,
where he celebrated Mass and
attended a concert, and then to
Fatorda, where he met the Daugh-
ters of Mary Help of Christians
and the SMI.

From Goa Fr Ch6vez went to the
Province of Mumbai, where he
stayed between 8 and 10 February.
On the first day, in the morning, he
was kept busy in the house at
Kurla, where he had a meeting
with the young people from the
College of Engineering, with those
from the Naval Academy, those in
Vocational Formation and those
from groups of parishes. The whole
evening programme was held at
Dominic Savio in Andheri, and
included a meeting with 1,500
youngsters from our schools, an-
other with the aspirants and pren-
ovices, another with the Past
Pupils, and Mass with the Salesian
Family. On the second day the
Rector Major visited the region of
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Gujarat. Having arrived in Baroda,
he immediately went to Vish-
wamitri for the blessing of the
"Shelter Don Bosco"; taking part
in the ceremony were street chil-
dren, friends and benefactors, rep-
resentatives of development agen-

cies and Salesians. Then having ar-
rived at the Salesian community in
Baroda, he was welcomed by the
youngsters from the school and the
people from the parish. After lunch
he left a once for Narukot, where
he had a meeting with representa-
tives of the communities which
work with the tribal groups of the
Gujarat region. After this he met
the missionaries and other male
and female religious who collabo-
rate with the Salesians in the mis-
sions. After supper he returned to
the Baroda community. The fol-
lowing day he returned to Mumbai,
this time to the house of Matunga.
After being welcomed there by the
confreres, teachers and pupils he
met in turn the novices and the
confreres in initial formation, and
the perpetually professed confr-
eres. He then presided at Mass for
the Salesians. In the afternoon he
met the teachers and collaborators
in the area of development. After
grving a press conference, he visit-
ed "Shelter Don Bosco" for street
children and took part in a concert
for the 50*h anniversary of the

Basilica of Mary Help of Chris-
tians, which was also attended by
the Archbishop of Mumbai, Mgr.
Osvaldo Gracias, and the Salesian
Archbishops Mgr. Dominic Jala, of
the Archdiocese of Shillong, and
Mgr, Chinnappa Malayappan, of
the Archdiocese of Chennai.

On 11 and 12 still in the
Province of Mumbai, Fr Ch6vez
was involved in the first meeting
of all the Provincials of the South
Asia Region to examine the situa-
tion regarding: religious life in the
South Asia Region, the challenges
today facing the Provinces and
Vice Provinces of the Region, the
fundamental choices to overcome
these challenges, the urgent need

to evangelise, missionary expan-
sion in the Provinces, community
life and prospects for the future.

In particular, in the evening
of Sunday 11 February the 50'n

anniversary was celebrated of the
well-known Sanctuary of Mary
Help of Christians, the "Don
Bosco's Madonna". Taking part in
the celebration were the two Sale-

sian Archbishops Mgr. Jala and
Mgr. Malayappan, the Regional
Fr Joaquim D'Souza, the Provin-
cials from the South Asia Region, a
good number of confreres, mem-
bers of the Salesian Family, bene-
factors and a large group of devo-

tees of the Madonna.
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From Mumbai the Rector Major
flew to Ranchi, in the New Delhi
Province where he stayed on Tues-
day 13 and Wednesday L4 Febru-
ary. On the first day under the rain
that made it necessary to carry
out in the church what had been
planned for outside, in the house
of Hatia he had a meeting with
the youngsters from the different
works, presided at Mass and
attended a concert. On the second
day, at Kokar, he met the confreres
from the area, blessed the founda-
tion stone of a new building for the
school paid a visit to the Archbish-
op, H. E. Cardinal Telesforo Toppo,
had a meeting with the Salesian
Family and presided at Mass. In
the eveninghe left for Delhi, where
he had a meeting with the confr-
eres of the Province and some
members of the Salesian Family.

The travels ended sooner than
expected, without his being able to
visit the Vice Province of Myan-
mar, which was celebrating the
Golden Jubilee of the Nazareth
Aspirantate, because he was un-
able to obtain an entry permit.
However, Fr Chdvez has promised
to visit on another occasion.

So on 16 February he returned
to Rome where he remained until
Wednesday 2L, engaged in the
normal office work. On the
evening of Saturday 17 he had a

meeting with Bishop Luc Van
Looy, and on Sunday 18 he had
supper with Mother Antonia
Colombo and a group of young
FMA from the Italian Provinces
attending a formation meeting in
the Salesianum and concluded
with the Good Night.

On Ash Wednesday the Rector
Major presided at Mass and the
imposition of the ashes with the
community of the Generalate. The
following day he left for Mexico to
spend a few days with his family,
at Saltillo, and for an annual med-
ical check-up at Guadalajara, from
where he left on 2 March for
Paraguay, to preach a Retreat for
the Provincials of the two Regions
of America.

4.2 Chronicle
of the General Council

On 4 December 2006 the winter
plenary session of the General
Council began, and the Councillors
were kept busy until 26 January
2007. In addition to the plenary
sessions, 24inall, there were oth-
er meetings of groups or commis-
sions for the study ofvarious top-
ics. During this session, there was
also the gathering of new Provin-
cials - between 10 and 20 Decem-
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ber 2006 - who had meetings with
the Rector Major and the Council.
The Councillors also made their
contribution to other meetings es-

pecially those held at the Gener-
alate. As always, in addition to the
more pressing issues or problems
for the animation and guidance of
the Congregation, sufficient time
was given to the ordinary matters
of business coming from the
Provinces, such as: appointments
of Provincial Councillors and the
approval of the appointments of
Rectors, the opening and canoni-
cal erection ofhouses and/or activ-
ities, matters regarding confreres
and economic-administrative is-
sues. The following is a summary
of the more important items on
the agenda.

1. Appointment of Provincials

In this session the appointment
was made of the Superior of three
Provinces. Following a careful
process of discernment, andtaking
special account ofthe results ofthe
consultation held in the Province,
the General Council made the nec-

essary provision. This is the list in
alphabetical order of the Provin-
cials appointed in the course ofthe
session: Miguel Agustin Aguilar
Medina, for the Province of Mexi-

co - M6xico; Filiberto Gonzd,lez

Plasencia, for the Province of
Mexico - Guadalajara; Fdlix Urra
Mendta, for the Province of Spain
-Bilbao.

No. 5.4 in this issue of the AGC
provides some biographical details
ofthose appointed.

2. Reports on ExtraordinarY
Visitations

The examination of the reports
of the Extraordinary Visitations to
the Provinces presented by the
respective Visitors is always one of
the more important items on the
agenda of the General Council for
the animation of the Congregation
in its various local presences. It
provides the opportunity to reflect
together on the progress of each

Province on the basis of the Visi-
tor's observations and to offer sug-
gestions for action regarding its
government. This results in rec-
ommendations useful for the Rec-

tor Major's concluding letter and
in proposals for initiatives and
guidance on the part ofthe Gener-
al Council.

During this session reports were
considered from the following 8

Provinces: the Province of Brazil -
Campo Grande; the Province of
Brazil- Manaus; the Province of
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India - Madras (Chennai); the
Province of Korea; the Province
of Italia - Liguria Tuscany; the
Province of Slovakia; the Province
of West United States; the
Province of Hungary.

3. Topics studied and decisions
made

In the course of the session, as
well as matters concerning the
Provinces and Regions, the Coun-
cil considered some issues con-
nected more generally with the
government and animation of the
Congregation, paying particular
attention to the Project of anima-
tion and government for the six-
year period and to the life and ac-
tivity of the Council itself. Some
practical decisions were made re-
garding matters discussed. The
main topics considered were as
follows.

- Questions relating to the
GC26. The General Council, fol-
lowing the presentation by the
Moderator of the GC26, examined
further the work undertaken in
the intermediate plenary session
of the Council in October 2006,
and made some basically definitive
proposals regarding issues of or-
ganisation, methodolory and the
Regulations of GC26.

- Evaluation of the Govern-
ment of the Congregation. An
important and demanding issue in
this session has been the further
study ofwhat had been done in the
intermediate Council (October
2006), regarding the evaluation of
the Government of the Congrega-
tion (structure and method of ani-
mation of government, at three
levels: Congregation - Province -
Community). In addition to the re-
flection in depth in the Council,
the individual Councillors gave the
Rector Major their own personal
contributions on the matter. The
issue will be considered further in
the next summer plenary session
in order to define it better and pre-
sent it as a contribution of the
General Council to the GC26.

- Evaluation of the progress
of IUS and prospects for the
future. As the General Councillor
for Youth Ministry introduced the
matter the General Council noted
the progress made by the IUS and
prospects for the future: Report
and analysis IUS 2001 (Common
Programme 1 and 2); the Identity
of the IUS and a policy for a SaIe-

sian presence in the field of higher
education by means of three strate-
gic measures: the formation of the
personnel - basis of the institutions
(plan for future progress - econo-
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my) - network of the IUS. After
considering the question, the Gen-
eral Council is of the mind to pay
more attention to the capacity of
the Provinces that make a request
to set up a university; to give more
importance to the pastoral aspect

that ought to be present as an es-

sential element of its identity and
not optional; that it is necessary to
consolidate what has already been
done before any further steps
ahead are taken and to ensure the
involvement of other people in
their management and animation.

- Examination of the dossier
"Salesian presence in the Is-
lamic world". Starting from an
awareness of the problems and
challenges that our foundations in
the Islamic world are facing the
General Council made some obser-

vations that should serve in the
future for the formulation of the
policy of the Congregation in the
Islamic world: the great variety of
Islamic settings; the fundamental
criteria to be applied everywhere;
formation for a demanding dia-
logue with Islam; the need for a
new plan for our presence in MOR;
the phenomenon of the increasing
Muslim presence in Europe.

- Re-structuring of the
Provinces of Italy (ILT-IAD-
IRO-ISA). After a careful study of

the progress of the four Provinces
and in view of the positive re-
sponse in a consultation ofthe con-

freres in the four Provinces con-
cerned, the General Council has
responded positively and has ap-
proved in general terms the set-
ting up of a new Circumscription
starting from 1"'September 2008.

- The document of the USG on
o'Pastoral approach to the
problem ofthe sexual abuse of
minors on the part of priests
and religious". After a brief ex-

amination of the document within
the Council, the Rector Major rec-

ommended that the Regional
Councillors especially should pre-

sent it to the Provincials and study
it with them. It is a document in
line with two other documents
sent to the Provincials in 2002 and
2004 with guidelines regardingthe
abuse of minors.

- Approval of the Budget for
2OO7. During this session, fol-
lowing its presentation by the
Economer General, the General
Council examined and approved,
according to the norms of the
Regulations , the Bud.get for 2007
of the Direzione Generale Opere
Don Bosco.

- Distribution of "Mission
Funds". The General Council
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considered and approved the pro-
posals made by the Commission
for the n. 139 - December 2006,
distribution of assistance from the
Mission Fund. These are funds
coming from the Mission Offices
for the benefit of the many pro-
jects and activities of the Congre-
gation.

- Meeting with the team of
the SC Department. Following
a request by the General Council-
lor for Social Communication, the
General Council held a meeting
with the Team of ANS and of the
sdb.org portal in which there was a
briefpresentation ofthe work of
evaluation and of the planning of
the new ANS site, and considera-
tion of possible forms of dialogue
and collaboration between the
Councillors and the Agency and
the Portal, which are valid instru-
ments at the seryice of the anima-
tion and government of the Con-
gregation.

- Promotion of the "Mamma
Margaret Association" which
arose from the initiative of one
mother to bring together the
mothers of Salesians, so that they
might get to know each other and
share their life experiences. The
Association would have this aim:
to bring together the parents of
Salesians so as to cultivate their

own Christian vocation; meeting
periodically to get to know each
other and to share all that might
be relevant to the vocation oftheir
own sons; to help and support par-
ents who are sick, elderly or inca-
pacitated; drawing close and lis-
tening to them, understanding
and providing comfort for parents;
helping and guiding them; pray-
ing for the intercession of those
parents who are already in the
Father's house.

- Strengthening of the Sale-
sian presence in some Euro-
pean Provinces. Following a pre-
sentation by the General Council-
lor for the Missions, the General
Council considered the need to
strengthen the Salesian presence
in some European Provinces, es-

tablishing priorities and criteria.

- Report on the activities of
the Departments. The General
Councillors responsible for the
Departments gave reports on the
activities of their Departments
during the period January - De-
cember 2006.

Among significant events in
the course of the session the fol-
Iowing should be mentioned:

. Meeting of the General
Councils SDB and FMA, that
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took place on 9 January 2007, at
the SDB Generalate, with two
items on the agenda: the presenta-
tion of the two General Chapters of
the SDB and FMA; some points of
information. Fr Francesco Cereda,
as Moderator of the SDB GC )O(VI,
gave a clear presentation of the
theme of the Chapter, in its
essentials, with the basic structure
of the theme and the use of five
modules for reflection and the
process of community discern-
ment, to be undertaken in the pre-
capitular phase. In their turn the
General Council of the FMA pre-
sented the broad outlines of the
)OilI General Chapter, focused on
the theme: Call.ed to be, today, a
sign of the anticipatory loae of
God. Moving on to some items of
interest the Rector Major spoke
about what had emerged in the
evaluation process during the Ex-
ecutive Council Meeting of the
USG and UISG. It was noted - he
said - that in these meetings the
various religious Institutes show a
unity of spirit, but not always uni-
ty in their intentions and projects.
It is necessary to move on from
spiritual accord to a sharing ofpro-
jects so as to make a joint contri-
bution to solving some of the great
problems in the world. (Sudan Pro-
ject; Fight against AIDS; the
health Iield). Finally the election of

the Rector Major as the new Supe-
rior of the USG was noted. On the
part of the FMA there was the pre-
sentation of a report on the China
Seraice now arrived at a second
phase, which consists in a process

of the FMA and the Daughters of
Don Bosco becoming better ac-
quainted, and the Jerusalem
Project offered to the FMA to fos-
ter a renewal of Salesian religious
life, starting from a lived experi-
ence and consideration of the Word
of God in those places where Jesus
lived, died and rose again.

. A Day of Recollection at
Genzano. On Thursday 2l De-
cember, the General Council had a
full Day of Recollection that was
held at our novitiate in Genzano,
directed by Fr Jesris Manuel Gar-
cia, associate professor of Spiritual
Theolory at the UPS, with reflec-
tions entitled "Give us the eyes to
contemplate the Mystery of Your
Love".

. The Spirituality Days of the
Salesian Family (18-21 January
2007). These were a fine experi-
ence of Salesian spirituality on the
topic of the Strenna, with a very
successful combination of illumi-
nating material, good group work,
friendly exchanges among those
taking part and the groups of the
S$ ofcelebration and ofprayer.
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5.1 Message of the Rector Major
to the young people of the
Salesian Youth Movement

Below is the Message that the
Rector Major, Fr. Pascual Chdvez
Villanueva, sent to the young peo-
ple of the Salesian Youth Move-
ment (SYM) on the occasion of the
Feast of Don Bosco 31 January
2007. The Message, written in a
novel way, is meant to convey
what Don Bosco himself would
want to say to young people today
through his Successor.

Dear Friends,

As the successor of a dreanter,
I too had a dream and I want to
tell you about it, with the same
simplicity and trust that our father
Don Bosco used to confide in the
young people during the Good
Nights at Valdocco.
I dreamt that he was writing

this message to you, personally
himself, almost lilze a new letter
from Rome.

I haue just lent him my hand
(and my computer).

So, here is Don Bosco's m.essage

to you.
Read it with the same simplicity

and loue as the young people of his
time.

A fond wish from me too.

Fr Pascual CHAwz Vrr,uNuova

My Dear Young People,

Even though far from you in
time, I am thinking of you and
I feel you close with your desire
to live and to be happy. With my
prayers I support your highest
aspirations and I am close to you
in your moments of difficulty.

You are my life and therefore
these words are from one who
loves you tenderly in Jesus Christ.

I should like to have all the gen-

tle and strong love of Mamma
Margaret in order to speak to your
heart and communicate to you
that great passion for life that from
my infancy she passed on to me. In
her mother's heart, the heart of
God the lover of life was beating,
and I learned to recognize it in the
splendour and warm brightness of
the dawn and the dusk, in the poor
who knocked at the door of the
house. Mamma found the right
words, the right gestures in order
to reveal with simplicity the love
that embraced life, and a love that
healed the wound opened by the
death of my father.

Dear young people, I address the
same tender and strong words to
you. Life is the most precious gift
you have received: respect, defend,
love and serve life, the whole of
life and the life of everyone!
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God who is passionate about
life does not want us to trade with
human life. Human beings are not
goods. There were times when hu-
man beings were bought and sold
and unfortunately it is not over
yet. It was happening on the
streets ofValdocco, as it happens
today in the squares and on the
streets ofyour cities.

I have never forgotten what
I saw in the prisons and on the
streets, the horrible reality of
those days. It changed my life:
I decided to spend my life to free
the young from all kinds of pris-
ons, the material ones and those
of loneliness, of ignorance, of
delinquency, of confusion and of
desperation.

My times were sad, but you too
are livingthrough dramatic events
in which once again predominates
contempt for human life, terror-
ism, abuse and the exploitation of
women and children. In such a
situation you cannot remain indif-
ferent, especially as young people.

From you should come a new
enerry, a movement that speaks
of God's love for human life.

Dear young people, I want to
show you a way to respond to this
mission and to live a full, happy
and fruitful life. The secret is your
friendship with Jesus Christ. In

Him the mercy and the tender-
ness of a God who loves life can be
seen. He entered fully in a unique
a marvellous way into human
events; He spent His whole life
Iiberating, saving and giving life
to all those oppressed by evil. He
knew joy, friendship, but also pain,
persecution and death. By giving
His own life through love and
rising from the dead, He gave rise
to a life that is full and eternal.

His Resurrection is like the
eruption of a volcano that demon-
strates that within the universe
there is the flame of God's fire,
that the new vital forces ofa trans-
figured earth are already at work.

Dear young people, in order to
understand and to live this mys-
tery that is in the heart oflife, you
need to raise your eyes.

"What do you see, Jeremiah?"
the Lord asks the prophet. "I see

a branch of an almond tree " (Jer
l,ll-Lz). The almond tree is
the first to flower and announce
springtime. Being awake enables
the prophet to see what is invisi-
ble in the branch that flowers.
Only the eye that is attentive and
awake manages to see this mira-
cle, the miracle of life that is
reborn after the winter. To under-
stand your heart, the profound
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mystery of life, you need to be
awake, with your eyes attentive
and enlightened by faith.

Raise your eyes from the every-
day distractions that lead you to
empty thoughts; begin to live the
more profound and intimate side
ofyourselves, give yourselves to
prayer that will reveal to you the
depth of God's heart and that of all
men and women. From the deep
wells of your soul, draw up a new
understanding of things, a wider
vision of history, the fraternity
that is born from the heart of the
Risen Christ, that is manifested
in the Church. She is the "sacra-
ment" of the mercy of God in this
world. She is the house of God
accessible, warm and welcoming,
the place where human suffering
is listened to, in a special way that
ofthe young and the poor.

Your society, at least that ofthe
west, is very rich, but it has to
take into account the new forms
ofpoverty. And the Church cannot
take its place anywhere else than
close to the Cross of Jesus, the
source ofResurrection. Its place is
close to the little ones, to people
worn out and wounded, to those
who do not matter or who remain
cut off from the great caravan of
progress. Christ, once again, is
crucified outside the city, on the

margins of history. The "Samari-
tan" Church needs to be there: the
poor are her "holy land". And this
holy land is the fertile field of your
youthful commitment.

The Church must make visible,
in a transparent way, the beauty
and the love of God who wants to
live in our midst today. And you,
dear young people, need to build
this Church, as Christ wants it, the
face of the mercy of the God of life.

This is the path that I wanted
to teach my dear young people at
Valdocco and which I invite you to
build in your own youth centres.
Valdocco was not an anonymous
space like a street, but a really
welcoming house, a very human
place, rich in the values and the
warmth of a family. My mother
Margaret gave us all the care and
tenderness of a mother. I gave
all the Iove of a father. Like a real
father of a family, I gave my
children a house, clothes, bread,
work, education and recreation.
I devoted myself with great pas-

sion to this mission and I asked
the Lord to help me meet and wel-
come many young people, and to
free me from everything that was
not in their interests.

The oratory became a place of
life and a place for the young to
meet, where the expectations and
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the initiatives of the young, their
language and their direct involve-
ment found welcome, support and
space.

They were on their way to beco-
ming mature men and Christians,
enthusiastic about life, according to
the spirit of the freedom of the Go-
spel. The strong personalities who
matured at Valdocco are living
proof of it: from Dominic Savio to
Michael Magone, to the pioneer
missionaries, Cagliero, Lasagna,
Costamagna, Fagnano, and so many
other outstanding personalities.

I was educating my young peo-

ple in freedom and creativity:
I wanted them to make enlighte-
ned decisions; I gave reason its
proper place; I increased the cate-
chism lessons and the good nights,
in which I explained why and how
we should believe. I wanted the
young to be enthusiastic in the
choices they made, without human
respect. I urged them to take the
initiative in every field. I didn't
keep them closed up for fear ofthe
world. We went out with courage
to the parishes, to the needs ofthe
city, of the Church and of the
world. It was an incredible envi-
ronment overflowingwith life and
enthusiasm. We believed we were
capable of changing the world and
the love that bound us together
was the sign of it.

I dream that every work of mine
can be like my first oratory and
I am thinking of you making my
dream a reality. My dream is to see

young people meeting Christ and
finding in Him the meaning and
the joy of life, the answer to their
expectations and ideals, their role
in the Church and in the world.
My dream is to see you, the young
people of the Third Millennium, as

the resource ofthe present, devel-
oping your talents and your ener-
gies for good, putting yourselves at
the service of others, in order to
rejuvenate society and the Church.
My dream is to see you as mission-
aries amongyour friends, present-
ing in the day-to-day events the
face of Christ in which everyone
recognizes themselves.

This dream of mine becomes
practical in my own commitment
and in that of the Salesian family
to be always clearly and explicitly
promoters of the culture of life
against all that can threaten and
diminish it; bearers of the love of
God, fathers and teachers of the
spirit, intelligent guides capable of
accompanying you in the search
for beautiful and all-embracing
projects of life.

In this task count always on the
maternal help of Mary the Help of
Christians, the Mother in difficult
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times, who was for me a Mother
and a teacher and who promised
to take under her special protec-
tion all those who enter a Salesian
house. Entrust yourselves to her
with complete confidence and you
too will see miracles in your life.

Dear young people, always feel
that I am close to you. I have only
one wish, and that is to see you
happy now and forever, following
the path ofthe gospel beatitudes
in order to be able to take part all
together in the great feast of life
in heaven.

Turin, 31st January 2007.

Affezio natis simo in G. C.

e,/* 1.-., y'jrr-z-"-o

5.2 Consecrated life, a Samaritan
life
The Prophecy of consecrated
life in the Church today

Below is a reflection writteru by
the Rector Major on the occasion
of the Day of Consecrated Life on
2 February 2007, the feast of the
Presentatioru of the Lord in the
Temple. It wqs published in the
Osseruatore Romano.

Few ecclesial institutions have
made such great efforts to take se-
riously the invitation of the Second

Vatican Council to renewal as Con-
secrated Life. Nevertheless, after
40 years and after so many changes
that have taken place we find our-
selves once again in a process of
change, without having reached
the expected target set. This teach-
es us, I believe, that, nowadays,
religious life itself has to accept,
above all, that the only way to
make itself relevant is to be in a
constant state of transformation
just as life itself is, and at the same
time to be convinced that nothing
in it must come before God for it to
become indeed consecrated.

Rather than an identity crisis
I maintain that for consecrated life
one has to think of a credibility
crisis. We find ourselves - why not
admit it? - in a situation of stale-
mate. The International Congress
of Consecrated Life, held in Rome
at the end of November 2004,
drew its inspiration from a twofold
icon: that of the Samaritan woman
(Jn 4) andthat of the Good Sama-
ritan (Lh 10), signs of the profound
thirst that only God can satisfy
and of the immense compassion
for the human race by which con-
secrated men and women should
be identified. The message is clear:
consecrated life has a specific
mission in the world, to make God
closely present, to bring him close
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to those who are wounded, aban-
doned at the side of the road; to
become, therefore, a Samaritan
life,thirsting for God and compas-
sionate towards those in need.

The notion of 'Samaritan'

To describe consecrated life as a
'samaritall' Iife, implies not only
looking at the spiritual journey un-
dertaken by these two characters
in the gospel, but, above all taking
on board and making one's own
the social condition of a "group",
that is living "on the margins" of
society and of the Church.

Becoming'Samaritans', in this
sense, means accepting rejection
by the world and by society; it
brings with it the renunciation of
the privileges that until a few
years ago we enjoyed, and not on-
ly on the social level but also the
ecclesial level, where the "new
movements" seem to have the
better part. It means embracing
poverty, understood not only as a

shortage of economic means, but
as a lack of power, and walking
through life with greater humili-
ty, becoming also the object of
prejudice.

For centuries Consecrated Life
has been the flower in the cap of
the Church; and its social role in
the field of evangelisation and hu-

man development (agriculture, ed-

ucation, health, caring for the
poor...) was indispensable, as it con-

tinues to be in so many parts of the
world, in Latin America, Asia,
Africa. So great was its presence in
the social area, with a role that
took the place ofthe State, that it
ran the risk of adulterating its mis-
sion in this world, which is not sim-
ply that of doing things efficiently
and freely but of becoming a meta-
phor for God, a sign of his tender
and salvifrc presence in the world.

Thirsty for God,
(Jn 4,1-42)

John's narrative shows us a Je-

sus, tired and thirsty, who goes to
Jacob's well, where a Samaritan
woman also comes, from whom he
asks for a drink. It is surprising
that Jesus' physical need leads
him to break ethnic and cultural
barriers. In this context ofbroken
boundaries it is He who presents
Himself as the 'gift of God', 'the
spring of living water.'

Jesus is the gift of eternal life for
whoever believes in Him. He bet-
ter than anyone else knows the
needs of mankind, its immense
thirst for meaning, for happiness
and for salvation. Jesus awakens
in the Samaritan woman a'desire'
for the spring of living water that
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He offered. It is precisely her long-
ing for happiness that leads the
Samaritan woman to try to satisfy
it, without success, passing from
one experience to another.

In the light of this text, conse-
crated life needs to take a serious
look at itself in order to take ac-
count honestly and courageously
and even with pain and humilia-
tion of its lack of fidelity to its
Lord, of its seeking for security
even at the cost of losing its identi-
ty and relevance. Perhaps it would
be necessary to identifi, the names,
the faces, of the successive 'hus-
bands' of this religious life, with
whom it lost its joy, enchantment
and passion. Where did it try to
slake its thirst? With what waters?

Like the 'Samaritan woman' re-
ligious life can feel dissatisfied
with itself and empty, without joy
and without enthusiasm, without
vitality and without passion. Like
the 'Samaritan woman' conse-
crated life needs to meet Jesus the
spring of living water, in order to
find again the meaning of life, the
joy of living and of doing which
makes it credible and attractive; it
needs to start again from Christ
with evangelising zeal that makes
it meaningful and fruitful. The
new evangelisation needs new
evangelisers, who speak of God

not by hearsay but because they
have met Him and they cannot
keep quiet about their experience
of this meeting and feel the urgent
need to proclaim Him.

It is not enough to work for the
Kingdom or for the values of the
Kingdom, it is necessary to see
ourselves at the service of the
King to feel ourselves as servants
of the only Lord. Only Jesus can
be the foundation of our life. Only
Jesus deserves all our love. Only
Jesus makes sense of what we are
and what we do.

At one utith humanity
(Lk 10,25-37)

The'good Samaritan'in Luke is
not a real person but a character in
a parable; with this story Jesus re-
sponded to a Master of the law who
had put him to the test. The Scribe
wanted to know whom he should
love being ready to fulfrl the divine
commandment. Jesus, like a good
teacher, replied in such a way that
the Scribe himself says what he al-
ready knows; in fact, seeing that he
had replied well, He says to him:
"Do this and you shall live". Eter-
nal life is not reached through re-
vealed knowledge to which we have
access, but rather through the
transforming and divinising power
ofLove (cf.lCor l3).
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The same can happen to conse-
crated life as happened to the
Scribe, that is to have a theoreti-
cal knowledge ofGod and ofJesus;
one might think that this is suffi-
cient to obtain salvation, without
realising - or not wanting to ac-

cept - that salvation is not some-
thing outside ourselves, as though
it were a prize for the choices we
make or for our renunciations or
the reward for our formal fulfil-
ment of the law, but something
within, that is to say, the transfor-
mation that love accomplished in
us. To us too, the Lord says today:

"Do this and you shall liue".

The parable of the 'good Samar-
itan' is disconcerting especially
for us religious. It shows in a bad
light the thoughtless and selfish
attitude of people who by their pro-
fession ought to be more sensitive
to the needs ofothers, and that of
the 'good Samaritan' who decides
to take care of the poor man who
has been attacked, robbed, wound-
ed and abandoned at the edge of
the road. In the world 'invented'
by Jesus, those who by vocation
are consecrated to the worship of
God (the priest, the levite) and
ought to be closer to Him show
themselves indifferent to the one
in need, while the one who is so-

cially marginalised and considered

far from true worship (the Samar-
itan) shows himself to be sensitive
and comes to the aid of the one

who by chance he finds wounded.

Today, like yesterday, consecrat-
ed life is called to be a sign of God's
closeness, of his real incarnation,
of his radical solidarity with man
even to death on the cross. But to-
day, unlike yesterday, consecrated
life is faced with the challenge and
the opportunity of renewing itself
changing the emphasis from for-
malism, exterior and pharisaical,
to the authenticity of charity, inte-
rior and Christian, in sl.nthesis to
being like Jesus "who went about
doing good to all".

The needs of our neighbour
show us where God is waiting for
us and are an incentive for the
imagination and the apostolic gen-

erosity of consecrated life. And
this, if it is 'Samaritan', needs to
respond to what is urgent today
and pay attention to what is nec-

essary for tomorrow: it will cure
the wounds, making the effort to
provide a remedy not short-term
but long-term; it will take upon
itself the needs of the man it finds
on the street and will concern
itself with his full recovery. Today
consecrated life would become
irrelevant, its witness invisible,
were it not to take seriously the
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command to be the neighbour of
those in need. If consecrated life
wants to survive in a world where
God has been eclipsed "the eclipse
of God" (Martin Buber), it needs
to find God in His only living icon
man (cf. Gen 1,26), the neighbour
who is suffering and in need, that
is his way in to Him.

I don't know whether sometimes
the concept of mission that we have
leads us to react by putting up
barriers social, cultural, religious,
sexual, making it a fine pretext and
a good excuse for not doing any-
thing. I don't know whether or not
we ought to be more daring, more
prophetic, less calculating, taking
more risks. Certainly this would
require a change of our mentality,
it would lead us to be more flexible,
to know how to respond to the un-
expected, to be ready to change our
plans if it would bring compassion
and solidarity to all those waiting
for them even though they may not
ask.

The Primacy of God.

Giving God the first place that
is His due does not mean becom-
ing slaves to timetables and pro-
grammes, but serving Him wher-
ever He is waiting for us: "f was
hungry, thirsty, I was in prison, or
sick ... " (cf . Mt 25,31-46) .It is nec-

essary, allow me to say this as a
Salesian, to recover the passion of
"Da mihi animas cetera tolle", the
spiritual and apostolic programme
of Don Bosco and the reason for
his tireless activity for "the glory
of God and the salvation of souls,"
a passion for God and for his peo-
ple, that found its source in the
heart of Christ and that implies
the ability to suffer (passion as
suffering for love) and to be en-
amoured with Him (passion as
being in love and fascination).

"Da mihi q.rlimas" puts at the
centre ofthe life ofthe consecrat-
ed person the sense ofthe father-
hood of God, the riches of the
death and the resurrection of
Christ and the power of the Spirit,
which are given to everyone. At
the same time it produces in the
consecrated person the ardent de-
sire to make these gifts known to
others and to make them savour
them, so that they may have a hap-
py life, illumined by faith, in this
world and save it for eternity.

"Cetera tolle" motivates the con-
secrated person to keep a distance
from a certain liberal light model
of consecrated life. Attributing the
crisis of consecrated life to the
predominant culture, that is to
factors such as secularism, con-
sumerism, hedonism, is not suffi-
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cient. Historically, consecrated life
arises as an alternative proposal,
as a counter-cultural movement,
as protest and the revival of faith
in a stalled situation. It is the
weakness of motivation and of
identity in the face of the world
that nowadays makes it fragile.

By way of conclusion

I am convinced that Consecrated
Life represents a genuine cure for
our society and a gift to the
Church, on condition, however,
that it be a visible and credible sign
ofthe presence and the love ofGod
("mystica"), that it be a critical re-
sponse to all that threatens the hu-
man being, understood according
to God's plan ("prophecy"), and
that it be on the side of the human
race, especially the poorest, most
needy, those excluded or put to one

side ("diaconia").
Consecrated Life will again be

Iuminous, radiant, attractive if it
turns more decisively to God and
to man as the two poles around
which its life revolves: God as the
source and summit of all our activ-
ity, and man who has need of us as

the focus of our worship of God. It
seems that today more than ever
what is being asked of us is to
listen to the Spirit and to let our-
selves be guided by Him.

5.3 Message of the Rector Maior
for the 150'n anniversary of the
death of Saint Dominic Savio

On. the occasion of the 750'h

anniuersary of the death of Saint
Dominic Sauio, 9 March 2007, the

Rector Major sent a m.essage to

Salesians, to m.embers of the Sale-
sian Family and to the young.
Here is the text of the message.

My Dear Salesiq.n Confreres,
Brothers and Sisters
of the Salesian. Family,
My Dear Young People,

I want to send all of you a spe-

cial message today when we recall
the 150'h anniversary ofthe death
of Dominic Savio. For all of us he

represents one of the most beauti-
ful fruits of Salesian Spirituality. It
is with great joy therefore that we
want to remember him and pray to
him on this special occasion.

We are still full of gratitude for
what the Lord enabled us to ex-
perience in 2004, when we cele-
brated the 50'h anniversary of his
Canonisation. The pilgrimage of
his relics around Italy, Spain and
Lebanon was an opportunity for
deep reflection: on the call to holi-
ness, on the richness of Salesian
Spirituality, on the importance of
an education that aims at the all-
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round development of our young
people.

Today we renew our thanks to
the Lord in prayer as we contem-
plate how much the Lord wished to
accomplish in the short life of this
great young saint and in our com-
mitment to being educators ac-

cording to the heart of Don Bosco,

and therefore ofbeing able to ac-

company ouryoungpeople on their
journey of life and of holiness.

I arn therefore wrtting to you
Dear Salesians:

We are on the threshold of a new
General Chapter, in which we
want to concentrate on renewing
within ourselves Don Bosco's spir-
itual programme: Do mihi animas
cetera tolle. These are words to
which we want to give new life and
to make our own, and that show us
the urgent need there is to hand
ourselves over totally to the Lord
and to the mission he has entrust-
ed to us. Offering Him all our ef-
forts, investing all our resources,
giving free rein to creativity, like
Don Bosco we will be men capable
of giving life, above all "the life of
God." It is that fullness of life that
will enable our young people not
only to develop all their human
talents in harmony, but also to
commit themselves openly andjoy-

fully to living to the full the gospel

values that throw light on every
human experience and give it im-
portance.

Guided by Don Bosco, Dominic
became a saint by cultivating a
strong friendship with Jesus and
Mary, seeing in fidelity to his
everyday duties a response to
God's will, being at the service of
his companions with a great spir-
it of dedication and with a love
that was able to bring joy and a
readiness to do good.

For us, my dear confreres, this
day is like a new "vocational call."
To be for the young what Don Bosco

was for Dominic Savio: guides capa-

ble of leading them to the utmost
heights, towards the fullness of life,
towards joy and holiness.

I arn writing to you
Dear Sisters and Brothers
of the Salesian. Family,
consecrated and laity:

The great heritage that we
all share is Don Bosco. He is
the "foundation" of our Salesian
Charism. From him there came "a
vast movement of persons who in
different ways work for the salva-
tion of the young " (SDB Const.
art. 5). The apostolic approach
that unifies our mission is the
commitment to education.



64 ACTS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

Today the challenge presented by
education is becoming more diffr-
cult and more demanding, Faced
with the continuing presence of sit-
uations of serious disadvantage and
poverty in developing countries; in
the face ofterrible social conditions
for great masses of children and
young peoples who are living aban-
doned on the fringes of the rich me-
tropolises; confronted by the spiri-
tual poverty of millions of young
people who in spite of a climate of
material well-being, from the spir-
itual and moral point of view are
living confused lives, we cannot re-
main indifferent. "As he landed he

saw a great throng and he ha.d conl-
passion on them, because thqt were
lih,e sheep without a shepherd..."
(Mk 6,34). We look at these young
people with the eyes of Jesus and
with the eyes of Don Bosco and we
hear their cry for help. We are
called to work with great commit-
ment in the field of education. We

are called "to work together," to re-
discover, with a spirit that is up-to-
date and full of vitality, the gr:eat

"means of education" that Don
Bosco has given to all of us, the
"Preventive System." They are
simple things, the essentials that
Don Bosco lived in his own life and

enabled him to form a generation
of Saints among his boys.

My dear friends, may the memo-

ry of Dominic Savio renew in you
the commitment to be educators
who work "together" in a shared
apostolic project. "In the face ofthe
old and the new needs of the
young, always be ready to respond
without hesitation or uncertainty.
Put before them a plan of life such
as Don Bosco did with Dominic
Savio. Help the young people to ac-

cept life as a gift and to live it with
true freedom and joy. Tell them
that what will give them strength
and guarantee their growth is
friendship with Jesus, and having
experience of God. And, finally,
teach them to open themselves to
responsibility, to service, to soli-
darity, to charity".'

I am writing to you
my dear Young People:

You have always been Don
Bosco's great passion. He spent
himself to his last breath for you.
Today, more than ever, you are in
my heart and you are "the reason
to live" for those who have chosen
to commit themselves to the SaIe-
sian mission. I am writing to you

'From the homily ofCard. Tettamanzi, on the occasion ofthe 50'h anniversary ofthe
canonisation of Saint Dominic Savio, at the Mass in the Duomo of Milan, in the presence
of the Saint's casket, 9 March 2004.
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because I know "your hunger" for
genuine life projects. I am writing
to you because I know "your
thirst" for deep joy. On this day
when we remember the 150'n an-
niversar;r of the death of Dominic
Savio I invite you to look to this
young person who in his way of life
can be a real model for each one of
you. May he teach you his secrets.

The first is that of being open to
great ideals. Above all, let your-
selves be taken up by a great desire
for a Christian life of the highest
quality. This means having very
clearly in your plan of life the aim
and the real desire to become
"saints". This was Dominic Savio's
great desire; may it also be a desire
that is cultivated in the heart of
each one ofyou.

The second secret that Dominic
teaches us is that our Christian
Iife needs to be constantly "healed
and renewed" by the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and to become
strong by being nourished by "the
Bread of Life" in the Eucharist. In
spite of all the difficulties, we can
be strong by living a real relation-
ship of friendship with Our Lord
Jesus, through the sacraments. In
this journey of the Christian life,
Mary, as the Immaculate Concep-
tion is by our side to show us the

beauty ofwhat is good, just, pure,
loveable, worthy ofpraise, and as
the Help of Christians supports us
and protects us in the diffrculties
along the way.

The third secret is that of giving
our life for others starting right
now. Really being those who "fight
the good fight" committed to ser-
vice, those who bring hope and joy.

Ready for anything so that good
may increase and evil be fought,
just like Dominic Savio. Are you
ready for all this? I am sure you
are, but on one condition: that you
know how to chose a guide to ac-

companyyou onyour way. My dear
friends, chose "your own Don
Bosco"!'this is what Dominic did,
and his life bore those abundant
fruits that we all know about. On
my part, as the Successor of Don
Bosco, I am close to you, I encour-
age you, and every day I remem-
ber you in my prayers.

I conclude, inviting all of you, my
dear friends, once again to be
grateful to the Lord, who in Do-
minic Savio has given us a splendid
example of how holiness is a uni-
versal vocation, a path that is pos-
sible for the young, a gift to be
cultivated and helped to mature
through the accompaniment of

'Cfr. Ibidem.
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people who are deeply spiritual,
permeated with the educative pas-

sion of our Dear Father, Don Bosco.

To all ofyou on this day ofGrace,
my affection and my prayers.

Asunci6n - Par agoay, 9 March 2007.

Fr. Pascual Cnr(wz VIlr,eNutva
Rector Majior

5.4 New Provincials

We prouide (in alphabetical order)
some biographical details of the
Prouincials appointed by the
Rector Major and his Council in
the course of the plenary session
December 2006 - January 2007.

t. AGUILAR MEDINA Miguel,
Prouincial of Prouince of Mexico-
MEXICO.

Fr Miguel AGUILAR MEDINA
is the new Provincial of the "Our
Lady of Guadalupe" Province with
headquarters in MEXICO, Mexico.
He succeeds Luis Rolando Valerdi.
Born on 17 October 1960 at
Coyoac6n (D. E Mexico), Miguel
Aguilar Medina became a Salesian
on 24 January 1980, the date ofhis
first profession in the novitiate at
Rionegro. Following the normal
Salesian course of formation he
made his perpetual profession on

28 June 1985. He then studied the-
olory in the Salesian theologate of
San Pedro Tlaquepaque. He was
ordained a priest in Mexico City on
5 April 1987. After ordination he

began his pastoral ministry in the
Novitiate at Coacalco, where he re-
mained for two years (1987-1989),

after which he went to Rome to
the Salesian Pontifical University,
where he obtained a Licence in
Spiritual Theology. Having re-
turned to his Province he was as-

signed to the postnovitiate in Mex-
ico City. In 1993 he was appointed
Rector and Director of Novices in
the Novitiate at Coacalco. He re-
mained there until 2000. In 1993

he was also appointed a Provincial
Councillor. In 2000 the Superiors
assigned him the role of Vice
Provincial, a position he retained
until his appointment as Provin-
cial in January 2007. In 2004 he
had also been appointed Provincial
Delegate for Formation and sub-
sequently for the Salesian Family.

2, GONZALEZ PLASENCIA FiIi-
berto, Prouincial of the Prouince
of Mexico-GUADALAJARA

To lead the "Christ the King
and Mary HeIp of Christians"
Province with headquarters in
GUADALAJARA, Mexico, Fr Fili-
beTto GONZALEZ PLASENCIA
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has been appointed. He succeeds
H6ctor Guerrero C6rdova. Born
on 22 August 1954 at Milpillas-
Tepatitl6n, Mexico, Filiberto
Gonz{lez Plasencia made his first
Salesian profession on 1" October
1974 at Guadalajara. Perpetually
professed on 28 September 1980,
he was ordained priest on 11 De-
cember 1982 in the theological
studentate of San Pedro Tlaque-
paque. He then began his pastoral
ministry as socius in the Novitiate
at Chula Vista (while at the same
time he completed his studies in
the Normal Superior, specialising
in Pedagogy). In 1987 he moved to
the "Instituto Col6n" at Zamora,
where he remained for two years
until 1989 when he went to Rome
to the Salesian Pontifical Univer-
sity, where he obtained a Licence
in Communications. Having re-
turned to his Province, in 1992 he
was assigned to the postnovitiate
in M6xico-Huipulco as teacher
and bursar in the community. In
1993 he became a member of the
Provincial Council and was ap-
pointed Provincial Delegate for
Youth Ministry, moving to the
Provincial House in Guadalajara,
where he remained until 2001,
when he returned to Chula Vista
as Rector and Director of Novices
and then in2004 went to M6xico-
Huipulco as Rector of the post-

novitiate. It should be mentioned
that he was a member of the Na-
tional Team of the Mexican Bish-
ops, for those involved in Youth
Ministry (CEMPAJ) in the three
years 1995-1998 and that he took
part in the 24'n General Chapter a
Delegate for the Province.

3. URRA MENDLA F6Iix, Prouin-
cial of the Prouince of Spain-
BILBAO.

The Rector Major with his Coun-
cil has ]ppointed Fr Fdlix URRA
MENDIAthe new Provincial of the
Province of "St Francis Xavier"
with headquarters in BILBAO,
Spain. He succeeds Ignacio Maria
Lete Lizaso. Born on 20 Novem-
ber 1949 at Pamplona (Navarre,
Spain), F6lix Urra Mendfa became
a Salesian on 16 August 1967,
when he made his first religious
profession in the novitiate of Urni-
eta. Following the normal Salesian
course of formation he made his
perpetual profession on 16 July
1973. He was ordained priest on
18 April 1976 in Salamanca, where
he had been completing his theo-
logical studies. After ordination he
went to Rome to continue his stud-
ies, obtaining a Licence in Liturry
at the Pontifical Atheneum of
St. Anselm. Havingreturned to his
Province, in September 1987 he
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was appointed Rector of the house
of Errenteria, where in 1991 he
also became parish priest. In June
1993 he was transferred as Rector
and parish priest to the house
of Nueva Montafla, where he re-
mained for six years, and then in
2000 - again as Rector - he went to
the house of Logroflo Los Boscos.

At the end of six years in 2006 he
was again in Rome to attend some
ongoing formation courses.

5.5 Salesian Bishops

I.CHENIS Carlo, Bishop of
C IV I TAV E C C H IA. TAR Q U I -
NIA (Italy)

On 21 December 2006 the Press
Office of the Vatican published
the news of the appointment by
Pope Benedict XVI, of the Salesian
priest Carlo CHENIS as Bishop
of the Diocese of CIVITAVEC-
C H I A-TARQU I N I A, in Italy.

Fr Carlo Chenis was born in
Turin on 20 April 1954. He made
his first profession in the Salesian
Society on 8 September 1971 after
having made his novitiate at
Pinerolo. Following the normal
course of Salesian formation, he
made his perpetual profession on
15 September 1977. He was or-
dained priest on 26 May 1984, at

Cuorgn6 (Turin), after having ob-
tained a Licence in philosophy and
completed his theological studies
at the Salesian Pontifrcal Univer-
sity (1976-1983). In 1989 he ob-
tained a degree in Literature at
the State University of Turin. As
a young priest between 1984 and
1995 he was a lecturer at the SaIe-
sian Pontifical University, where
he was also a member of the Coun-
cil of Administration between
1989 and 1995. In 1985 he began
the University Chaplaincy at the
UPS, making contacts with other
University Chaplaincies in Rome.
Within the University he held a
number of posts both academic
and religous. He exercised his pas-
toral ministry as an assistant
chaplain and spiritual director to
a number of Congregations of Sis-
ters as well as giving help in Ro-
man parishes, working for a num-
ber ofyears in the youth centre at
Ponte Mammolo, and in Sardinia
where he took part in a number of
pastoral projects. As a lecturer, in
addition to his teaching at the
UPS, he also taught some post-
graduate courses in architecture
and cultural heritage in various
Italian State Universities. He
wrote over 500 articles, both re-
gardingthe subjects he taught and
on the spiritual life. He was invit-
ed as a consultant in cultural her-
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itage issues by a number of civil
authorities.

From July 1995 he was Secre-
tary of the Pontifical Commission
for the Cultural Heritage of the
Church, and from 2004 Member
of the Pontifical Commission for
Sacred Archeolory. During the
five years of preparation for the
Jubilee he was coordinator of the
Artistic-Cultural Commission and
Vice President of the Foundation
for the artistic and cultural her-
itage of the Church.

He was ordained Bishop on
10 February 2007 in the Basilica
of St John Bosco in Rome, by
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, S.D.B.,
Secretary of State of the Holy
Father.

2. GUERRERO CORDOVA Hdc-
tor, BishopPrelate of MIXES,
Mexico

On 3 March 2007 the Press
Office of the Holy See published
the appointment by Pope Bene-
dict XVI of the Salesian priest
Hdctor GUERRERO CORDO-
VA as Bishop of the Territorial
Prelature of MIXES, in Mexico.
He succeeds Bishop Luis Felipe
Gallardo SDB.

H6ctor Guerrero, was born on
14 September l94l in Mexico City,
and became a Salesian on 16 Au-

gust 1959, when he made his first
religious profession at Coacalco,
where he had made his Novitiate.
After philosophical studies and
practical training, following the
normal Salesian course of forma-
tion he made his perpetual profes-
sion on 20 July 1965 and studied
theology at the studentate in
Coacalco, where he received the
Ministries and the Diaconate. On
28 December 1968 he was or-
dained prist in Mexico City.

After priestly ordination he ob-
tained his teacher's qualification
in mathematics at the 'Anglo
Espaf,ol" Teachers' Training Col-
lege. He then exercised his educa-
tional and apostolic role, first in
the Salesian community in Cha-
palita, then in Saltillo. Soon he
was given roles of responsibility:
in 1972 he was appointed Rector
of Sahuayo until 1974, when he
was transferred again as Rector to
Le6n "Ciudad del Niflo". In 1983
he was entrusted with the Sale-
sian Institute of San Luis Potosi,
where he remained for nine years
until 1992, when he was sent as
Rector to the house of Guada-
lajara "Garibaldi". In 1995 he be-
came a member of the Provincial
Council and in 1996 he was en-
trusted with the post of Vice
Provincial, to be followed by that
of Provincial from December 2000
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until 2006. He had just arrived
in Rome at the Salesian Pontifi-
cal University, for an updating
course, when the news came of
his appointment as Bishop of
the Mixepolitana Prelature.

3. Mgn EZZATI Riccardo, tran'
sferred to the Archiepiscopal
See of Concepcidn (Chile)

On 27 December 2006 the Press

Offrce of the Holy See announced
that the Holy Father Benedict XVI
had appointed as Metropolitan
Archbishop of CONCEPCION
(Chite) Mgr. Riccard.o EZZATI,
S.D.B., transferringhim to this see

from Santiago in Chile where he

was Auxiliary Bishop.
Born on 9 January 1942 at

Campiglia dei Berici in the
province of Vicenza (Italy), Ric-
cardoEzzati in 1954 entered the
Salesian aspirantate of Penango
in Piedmont, where he began the
following out of a missionary vo-

cation, following Don Bosco. Sent
to Chile immediately after his ear-
ly studies, he made his novitiate
at Quilp6, and there made also
his first profession on 31 January
1961. After philosophy and practi-
cal training in Chile, he was sent
to Rome for theolory at the Pon-
tifical Salesian University, where
he gained the Licentiate in Theol-

ory and was ordained priest on
18 March 1970. Later he obtained
the Licentiate in Catechetics from
the catechetical Institute of the
University of Strasbourg, France.

On his return to Chile he became
Delegate for Youth Pastoral Work,
and at the same time obtained the
Licentiate in Religious Sciences
from the Catholic University of
Valparaiso, with also a civilly rec-

ognized Teaching Certificate.
From 1973 to 1978 he was rec-

tor ofthe house ofConcepci6n, and
in 1976 became a member of the
provincial council. In 1978 he was

appointed rector ofthe studentate
of philosophy and pedagory at La
Florida, Santiago, and was at the
same time director of the study
centre and professor of pastoral
catechetics in the Catholic Univer-
sity of Santiago. In November
1983 he was appointed rector of
the studentate of theolory at La
Florida, and took part as delegate
of the Province in the GC22 of
1984. In the same year he was ap-
pointed Provincial of the Chilean
Province. At the end of his man-
date in 1991 he was called to Rome

as a valued collaborator of the
Congregation for Institutes of
consecrated life and Societies of
apostolic life.

Appointed Bishop of Valdivia on
28 June 1996, he was ordained
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8 September of that year. In July
2001 he was transferred as Auxil-

iary Bishop to the Archdiocese of
Santiago, Chile.
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Tot.
Professed Novices

Temp. Professed
SDP

Perp. Professed
L LSDPProv.

5.6 Salesian personnel at 31 December 2006

Tot.

2005

Tot.

2006

AET
AFC
AFE
AFM
AFO
AFW
AGL
ANG
ATE
ANT
ABA
ABB
ACO
ALP
ARO
AU,L
AUS
BEN
BES
BOL
BBH
BCG
BMA
BPA
BRE
BSP
CAM
CAN
CEP
crL
crN
coB
coM
cRo
ECU
EST
FIN
Fts
FRA
GBR
GER
GIA
HAI
INB
tNc
IND
ING
INH
INK
INM
INN
INP

118
286
179
56

135
109

0
64

123
182
123
105
132
74

118
115

233
68

159
'169

153
116
100
109

' 176
203

37
183

37
99
86
35
69
37
ao

34
59

116
94
76
88
50
68
81
aa

183

93
98
90
65
77
56

110
148
28

148
140

88
106
105

., 65
149
79

157
64

177
74

258
93
38

127
144
146
206

oo

189
229

69
57

106
212
166
58

134
105
73
62

118
171
118
96

126
55

101
110
84

220
67

156
162
149
108
98

107
161
196
35

179
189
129
163
159
75

198
106
226
95

218
85

350
120

51
194
218
206
394
177
317
341

114
225
174
59

146
'117

82
69

129
177
119
95

130
85

102
110

84
221

67
'170

155

., 199
131
174
165

,78
209
106

100
228
88,

JOt
121

OJ

213
1JC
224

185
329
350
tJt
91

8
13

8
1

12
12
I
7

11

6
1

0
4
0
1

0
0
1

0
14

3
10

6
3
6

10
7

1

3
J
o

0

7

1

1

1

0
3
U

3
17

9
15
28
13
20
15
10

6

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

931
760
143
312

943
221
413
839
424
16
27
416
03
5 '13

26
02
0,, 1

01
438
426
728
625
19
529
525
3 ls
03
112
522
18
232
430
06
420
022
438
214
13
O ,':. 2
16
16
212
148
341
JOO

10 116
254
286
969
447
021

19

17
7

15
8
8
I
7

13
13
I

14
I

12
15

8
35
11
1''
28
19
12

28

.c
13
18
zo
..4
IJ
14
30
17
16
c

19
1

20
11

I
81
15

3
12
16
7

28
7
I

't6
14
I

10
18
18

1

10
I

J
5

14
4
3
4
o
3
6
1

0
0
4
6
5
0
2
4
J
4
0

I
1

5
4
1

6
4
7

'4
2
0
2
5
6
D

14
'12

34
15
31

18
17
4

.159

114
101
113
171
203
35

180
192
132
172
159

7A
205
1091
227
96

219
0t5

353
120
64

211
izt
2121

422
190
337
356
161
95

151 
|

e0[

i

I

I

l

I
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L

Temp. Professed
SDP

Perp. Professed
SDL P

Tot.

Professed Novices

Tot.

2006

211
97

102
s93
376
178
266
419
222

62
257
168
122
65
87

208
174
't t5

52
61
89

152
293
30,4
222
236
127
231
108
173
192
213
299
245
'157

168
105
86
38

104
223
256

76
r33
77

Tot.

2005Prov

1'1

1

1

0
I

31

6
6

16
151
49
17
JI
83
J/
4

21
7

20
1

5

14
13

5
1

5
12
16

o

2
8

34
14

9
29
51

75
28
zo
35
23
13

2
b

16

2
4
5
0
1'3

2
0
2

16
7
2
3
I
6
1

0
7
4
4
2
8
6
I
0
2
2
0
1

200
96

100
589
371
178
265
416
220
62

255
152
115
63
84

199
168
114

52
54
85

1il8
291
296
216
228
127
229
106
173
191
213
299
244
't 57
167
105
85
37

104
214
225

71

133
77

78
84
75

416
289
130
202
303
171
53

214
46
60
27
46

144
116
85
28
25
60
86

243
225
174
186
84

i,66
94

142
127
137
207
194
119
123
77
OJ
30

149
89
45

122
59

I

I

0
0
0
2
0
1

0
1

1

0
1

1

0
0
0
0
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

0
0
1

1

0
0
0
1

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0

21

1

o
6,'
7

12
5
o
2
o
5

17
4

'11

5
17

b
3

'I

1

10
10
15

8
7
5

18
0

6
3

11

8
4
0
2
J
1

4
13
20

0
0
0

39200
0500
0600
1 13 0 0
521 00
0 18 0 0
12600
02300
2700
0200
1 13 0 0

18 63 0 0
32800
22200
42400
22200
32800
11200
3 13 0 0
12600't 18 0 0
63400
3 19 0 0
24500
131 00
22500
0300
52600
0300
0100
1500
3000
0600
41000
0700
1800
1200
0600
0400
1600
531 00

16 77 0 0
21900
0000
0000

212
97

106
609
378
181
271
434
)t\
64

262
174
120
70
87

210
177
119

0
57

102
161
297
302

238
185
241
107
177
201
214
297
257
162
180
105
87
4'l

105
228
244

t3
131

oe

INT
IRL
IAD
tcP
ILE
ILT
IME
INE
rRo
rsA
tst
ITM
KOR
LKC
MDG
MEG
MEM
MOR
MOZ
MYM
PAR
PER
PLE
PLN
PLO
PLS
POR
SLK
SLO
SBA
SBI
SLE
SMA
SSE
SVA
SUE
SUO
THA
UNG
URU
VEN
VIE
ZMB
UPS
RMG

5
11
.18

15779
114 r)
15893

4921846 538 17 1083116460
108

16568

265 2179

265 2t79

Tot.
Ep.
Tot. 1846 638 17 10831

16271
114 r)
16385492

Note (.)i Al31 December 2006 there are 113 Bishops + 1 Prefect Apostolic

i

I

i

I

I

3

3

i

o

0
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5.7 Our dead confreres (5'n list 2006 and 1"'list 2007)

"Faith in the risen Christ sustains our hope and keeps alive our communion with our
brothers who rest in Christ's peace. They have spent their lives in the Congregation, and
nol a few have suffered even to the point of martyrdom lor the love of the Lord... Their re-

membrance is an incentive to continue faithfully in our mission." (Cost.94).

Deceased 2006 - 5'n list
NOTE: We print a 5h list of those the news of whose death in 2006 arrived after the publi'
cation of AGC396.

SURNAI!4E AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV

P BALLARI Giovanni
P CAMEROTA Eliseo
P CASTANHEIRA Luiz
P EERNY RaIaeI
P CONCHA FLORES Justo
L D'ADDEZIO Gerardo
P DE BORTOLICarlo
P DONGHI Sandro
L DOSSI Dante
P GANDARA Alonso
P JANEC Stefan
P MAINA Mario
P MUNDATHANATHU Michael
P NATALI Paolo

Jarabacoa (Rep. Dominicana)

Castellammare di Stabia (NA)

Luanda (Angola)

Bratislava (Slovacchia)

Lima (Per[)
Rimini (ltalia)

Civitanova Marche (ltalia)

Treviglio (ltalia)

Nave (ltalia)

Sevilla (Spagna)

Trendin (Slovacchia)

Bahia Blanca (Argentina)

Palai (Kerala, lndia)

Roma

28-12-2006 94
28-12-2006 84
28-12-2006 70

09-12-2006 82
27-10-2006 92

26-12-2006 80
23-12-2006 94

26-12-2006 65

31-12-2006 82
26-12-2006 103

16-11-2006 86
29-06-2006 88

22-12-2006 71

30-12-2006 81

ANT
IME
ANG

SLK
PER
ILE
IAD
ILE
ILE

SSE
SLK
ABB
IND

UPS
generale per

SBI
INE
BRE
PER

GER
BEN
AFC

Fu per 2 anni Consigliere regionale per I'ltalia-Medio Oriente, per 10 anni Consigliere
la Formazione e per 3 anni Superiore della Visitatoria UPS

P PEBEZ DE NANCLARES J.lgnacio Pamplona (Spagna) 19-12-2006

P PETTENUZZO Carlo Castelfranco Veneto (ltalia) 24'12'2006
P PRATA Luigi Recife (Brasile) 11-11-2006

P QUIRCE ALARIO Mois6s Lima (Per0) 22-08 2006

L SCHNEIDER Felix Munchen (Germania) 15-12-2006

P VOETS Jaak Leuven (Belgio) 30-12'2006
P WIJNEN Roger Lubumbashi (R.D.) 23-12-2006

Deceased 2007 - 1" list

o.,

90
88
89

81

85
82

SURNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV

L BAJANIKAdam
P BALLISTRERI Antonino
P BARAN Pietro
P BAYO S. DE CUTANDA J. Ram6n
L BELTRAMELLO Giovanni

Trnava (Slovacchia)

Gangi (Palermo, ltalia)

Brno (Repubblica Ceca)
Valencia (Spagna)

Torino

01-03-2007 86

03-01-2007 81

28-02-2007 B0

08-03-2007 74

20-02-2007 75

SLK
rsr

CEP
SVA
tcP
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P BERRUETE Jos6 Z6simo Barcelona (Spagna) 06-03-2007 72 SUE
L BIGAJ Stanislaw Dqbrowa Bialostocka (Polonia) 02-02-2007 81 PLE
L BONCI Carlo Savona (ltalia) 02-01-2007 82 ILT
P BUGGEA Salvatore Pedara (Catania, ltalia) 05-01-2007 89 lsl
P BUTTARELLI Armando Roma 15-02-2007 87 IRO
P CELI Antonio Casale Monferrato (ltalia) 1l-01-2007 98 ICP
P CHAMBE Albert Toulon (France) 25-02-2007 91 FRA
P CHENG Hoi-Hong Joseph Los Angeles (U.S.A.) 10-02-2007 76 CIN
P CUPPERS Alfons (Petrus) Ternat (Belgio) 09-02-2007 99 BEN
P DOMAGATA Boleslaw OSwiqcim (Polonia) 17-02-2007 47 PLS
P FARDIN Marcello Castello di Godego (ltalia) 09-01-2007 72 INE
P FAUGIER Pierre Paris (Francia) 12-03-2007 87 FRA
P FONTANA Antenore Caracas (Venezuela) 02-02-2007 86 VEN
P GALIZZI Mario Torino 27-02-2007 8l ICP
P GONZALEZ MARTiN Olegario M6rida (Badajoz, Spagna) 0g-02-2007 80 SSE
P GUCCIONE Giuseppe Caracas (Venezuela) 06-02-2007 79 VEN
P HOANG PHU BAO Michael PhuocHoa,TanThanh(Vietnam) 15-02-2007 79 VIE
E JAVIERRE ORTAS Antonio Maria Roma 01-02-2007 86

Fu per 4 anni Delegato del Rettor Maggiore per la Delegazione PA.S. Eletto Arcivescovo tiblare di Meta
nel 1976, fu per 12 anni Segretario della Congregazione per l'Educazione Cattolica. Creato Cardinale
nel 1988, fu per 3 anni e mezzo Archivista e Bibliotecario di Santa Romana Chiesa e per 4 anni e mezzo
Pre-fglto della Congregazione per il Culto Divino e la Disciplina dei Sacramenti.

P JIRICEK Jan Olomouc (Rep. Ceca) 27-01-2007 54 CEP
P JUSTEN Bernard Tampa, Florida (USA) 02-01-2007 86 SUE
P KANJOOPARAMBIL Chacko Alappuzha (Kerala, lndia) 22-01-2007 8l INK
P KERBIRIOU Louis Guingamp (Francia) 04-01-2007 80 FRA
P KISIELIUS Jozef Saltillo (Messico) 13-03-2007 97 MEG
P KOCZAN Akos (Augustin) La Habana (Cuba) 08-03-2007 84 ANT
P MAGDINIER Jean Toulon (Francia) 03-03-2007 85 FBA
L MANGIAPANE Francesco San Gregorio di Catania (ltalia) 26-02-2007 72 tsl
P MARTZ Gregorio Bahia Blanca (Argentina) 07-02-2007 82 ABB
L MASCARENHAS Joseph Mumbai (lndia) 27-01-2007 83 INB
P MOTDYSZ J6zef Wroclaw (Polonia) 06-02-2007 76 PLO
P O'SHEA Edward Farnborough (Gran Bretagna) 12-01-2007 84 GBR
P PAGNOZZI Vincenzo Cerignola (ltalia) 21-02-2007 74 IME
P PIPPAN Francesco Estoril (Lisbona, Portogallo) 03-01-2007 93 POR
P POULMARC'H Hippolyte Guingamp (Francia) 05-03-2007 95 FRA
L PRUDENCIO Manuel Marques Manique (Lisbona, Portogallo) 24-01-2007 83 POR
P RAJ Joseph Jaswant Kattupadi-Vellore (lndia) 24-01-2007 64 INM
P RAVERA Antonio Torino 11-02-2007 92 ICP
P RECCHIA Vincenzo Bari (ltalia) 04-01-2007 86 IME
P RUIZ GUERRERO Manuel Sevilla (Spagna) 01-03-2007 77 SSE
P SANTOS Manoel lsa[ Piracicaba (Brasile) 14-03-2007 76 BSP
P SANTOS RODRiGUEZ Manuel Puerto Ayacucho (Venezuela) O2-Og-2007 79 VEN
P TAVELLA Albano Negrar (Verona, ltalia) 15-01-2007 73 MOR
P TERENZI Urbano Civitanova Marche (ltalia) 09-03-2007 93 IAD
P THAZHOOR Chacko Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) 08-02-2007 66 AFE
P VATEL Michel Paris (Francia) 25-01-2007 74 FRA
P VAZ Joseph Mumbai (lndia) 10-01-2007 87 tNB
P ZUNIGA PATRIAN Bafl Santiago de Chile 25-02-2007 67 CIL








