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became implicitly guarantors of
the union.

But I was a rebel. I didn’t want
to get married, and when I did,
especially for reasons of health
insurance, it was in haste, almost
secretly with only the essential
witnesses present and in front of a
mayor who, since I didn’t want a
Christian Democrat, I had to go
and find a long way from Florence
in the town of Vinct, the only good
thing about the place being that
it is where Leonardo was born.
Afterwards I didn’t have my chil-
dren baptised and I wasn’t present
when my father and my mother
died.

And yet, from being small,
I liked ritual ceremonies and even
today I recall as one of the great
Jjoys of my life the very real and
special ceremony with which at
fourteen years of age to mark my
“becoming a man” my parents
gave me my first pair of long
trousers, and which, poor as
they were, they had had to buy in
instalments. But the winds of
change were blowing in another
direction and I simply drifted
along with them, giving a hand in
the destruction of something that
nothing has replaced, leaving an
awful emptiness».!

Above all the re-evangelisation
of Europe means the rejection of
a prevalent view of Christianity
as a stage from the past, which,
rather in the manner of scaffold-
ing, served in the building of
today’s Europe, but which has
now become useless and danger-
ous so that there is an urgent need
to dismantle it. Or that other in-
terpretation which would restrict
it to being part of the wealth of
European treasures, made up,
however, of many contributions
- Jewish monotheism, Greek phi-
losophy, Roman law, Christian
morality, the French enlighten-
ment... — which can be made use
of according to the tastes of the
user, without, however, any claims
to privileges, to superiority, to
absolute values, to recognition.
This would be the equivalent of
reducing Christianity to ethics,
and ethics to the shared values of
human thought.

Europe is mission territory, just
like the whole world, according to
the command of the Lord Jesus
before his Ascension, in which he
gave the disciples the order to be
his witnesses to the ends of the
earth, the gospel as the content of
the mission, and the whole world
as its field of work. It is true that

! TiziaNo TERzANL, Un altro giro di giostra. Viaggio nel male e nel bene del nostro tempo.

Longanesi, 2004, 368-369.
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no evangelisation in the past has
been so fruitful as that of Europe;
it is also true that Europe provid-
ed the Church with the necessary
intellectual framework for its
inculturation in the world, and
for the expression of its theologi-
cal reflection on the mystery; it is
true that the present-day organi-
sation of the Church largely re-
flects that of European civil and
political society; it is true that
from Europe the Gospel and the
Church have spread through the
five continents; and finally it is
true that the holiness of the
Church has had its richest and
most fruitful expression in Eu-
rope. But it is equally true that
nowadays Europe is no longer
Christian, at least a large part of
western Europe, which rejects its
identity and does not want to be
Christian, which has cut off its
roots, which today has lost its
soul. Today, this Europe has more
need than ever to meet Christ
again, his Gospel, the faith that
can ensure a genuine future and
lasting hope for its inhabitants.
From this point of view and in
this context I am convinced that
Eastern Europe is still living with
a strong presence of religion in its
culture and in the civil societies
of quite a number of countries.
Therefore it can become a source

of healing for a Europe that is
secularised and uneasy with a
religous experience, even more So
since in this meeting between
western and eastern Europe the
Salesians are present and we can
enrich and help each other.

In our case, as the Salesian Con-
gregation, we are well aware that
those who suffer most from this
loss are the young. They are the
ones most exposed to the negative
consequences of the dominant
cultural model. But we are also
convinced that those who can best
reverse this trend are the young.
They are our home ground, our
mission territory, our heritage,
our raison d’etre (cf. C. 2). At this
time we cannot leave them on
their own, we cannot possibly
leave them to their fate; more
than ever the evangelisation of
the young people of Europe is a
matter of urgency, “so that they
may have life to the full”.

Therefore, let us courageously
take up our task of giving its
soul back to Europe, while with
fearlessness, with trust, with joy,
with generosity and with compe-
tence we get down to our work of
educating the young to the faith
and in the faith. Let us bring
them to Christ. Let us bring
Christ to them. We must never
forget the programme set out in
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article 34 of the Constitutions
where we read:

«“This Society had its beginning
in a simple catechism lesson”. For
us too evangelizing and catechiz-
ing are the fundamental charac-
teristics of our mission. Like Don
Bosco, we are all called to be
educators to the faith at every op-
portunity. Our highest knowledge
therefore is to know Jesus Christ
and our greatest delight is to re-
veal to all people the unfathomable
riches of his mystery. We walk side
by side with the young so as to lead
them to the risen Lord, and so
discover in him and in his Gospel
the deepest meaning of their own
existence, and thus grow into new
men”.

We are not an NGO occupied
and concerned only with the
material needs of the young. Our
mission cannot be reduced to a
form of social assistance. “We,
the Salesians of Don Bosco, form
a community of the baptized.
Submissive to the bidding of the
Spirit, we are resolved to carry out
the Founder’s apostolic plan in a
specific form of religious life: to be
in the Church signs and bearers of
the love of God for young people,
especially those who are poor”
(C.2).

The model I want to put before
you, because it is very inspiring, is

that of St Paul during his stay in
Rome from the moment he arrived
until his martyrdom. There is
nothing more eloquent that the
picture of the Apostle, in chains, in
a small room no larger than three
metres square, while he was «pro-
claiming the kingdom of God
and teaching the truth about the
Lord Jesus Christ, with complete
fearlessness and without any
hindrance from any one». I cannot
resist the temptation to read you
what St Luke says in the Acts of
the Apostles, in the beautiful and
stirring conclusion of that book
(Acts 28: 16-31), where he recalls
that the Apostles were faithful
to Jesus and docile to the Holy
Spirit and carried their witness to
Christ, the proclamation of the
Gospel and the life of the Church
to the hostile heart of the Roman
empire. It is the Holy Spirit who
conquers all the obstacles to God’s
plan and who opens frontiers and
hearts to the Word. From the
disciples all that was asked was
docility and fearlessness.

But let us come to the text, since
it offers us many suggestions and
become a programme for action:

«**On our arrival in Rome, Paul
was allowed to stay in lodgings
of his own with the soldier who
guarded him. "After three days he
called together the leading Jews.
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When they had assembled, he said
to them: “Brothers,although I have
done nothing against our people or
the customs of our ancestors, I was
arrested in Jerusalem and handed
over to the Romans. * They exam-
ined me and would have set me
free, since they found me guilty
of nothing involving the death
penalty. “But the Jews lodged
an objection, and I was forced to
appeal to Caesar, though not be-
cause I had any accusation to make
against my own nation. *That is
why I have urged you to see me
and have a discussion with me,
for it is on account of the hope of
Israel that I wear this chain”.
2They answered ‘We have received
no letters from Judea about you,
nor has any of the brothers arrived
here with any report or story or
anything to your discredit. *We
think it would be as well to hear
your own account of your position;
all we know about this sect is that
it encounters opposition every-
where”. ®So they arranged a day
with him and a large number of
them visited him at his lodgings.
He put his case to them, testifying
to the the kingdom of God and
trying to persuade them about
Jesus, arguing from the Law of
Moses and the prophets from early
morning until evening; *and some
were convinced by what he said,

“while the rest were sceptical So
they disagreed among themselves
and, as they went away, Paul had
one last thing to say to them: “How
aptly the Holy Spirit spoke when he
told your ancestor through the
prophet Isaiah: *Go and say to this
people: Listen and listen but never
understand! Look and look but
never perceive! *'This people’s heart
is torpid, their ears dulled, they
have shut their eyes tight, to avoid
using their eyes to see, their ears to
hear, using their heart to under-
stand, changing their ways and be-
ing healed by me. *You must re-
alise, then, that this salvation of
God has been sent to the gentiles
and they will listen to it!” [*]
“Paul spent the whole of the two
years in his own rented lodging.
He welcomed all who came to visit
him, *proclaiming the kingdom of
God and teaching the truth about
the Lord Jesus Christ with com-
plete fearlessness and without any
hindrance from anyone».

If St Paul is the model to be im-
itated in this new evangelisation
of Europe, the goal to be reached
is that which the book of the Acts
of the Apostles presents to us
when it describes the ideal of the
Christian community in the Acts
2:42-48:

«?They remained faithful to the
teaching of the apostles, to the
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brotherhood, to the breaking of
bread and to the prayers. “*And
everyone was filled with awe; the
apostles worked many signs and
miracles. “And all who shared the
faith owned everything in com-
mon; *they sold their goods and
possessions and distributed the
proceeds among themselves ac-
cording to what each one needed.
“Each day with one heart they reg-
ularly went to the Temple but met
in their houses for the breaking of
bread; they shared their food glad-
ly and generously, “they praised
God and were looked up to by
everyone. “*Day by day the Lord
added to their community those
destined to be saved».

These then are the elements
making up the Christian identity,
with tremendous public, social
and political relevance so as to
present itself not only as an alter-
native culture but as a real force
for good within the dominant cul-
ture like the leaven or the seed
that bears fruit:

* Explicit evangelisation in
all our educational centres and
parishes. It is what the sum-
mary in the Acts of the Apostles
is telling us when it speaks
about the apostles’ zeal in tea-
ching, which means education
in the faith or catechesis, which

L]

becomes authentically mystago-
gic, because it opens people to
the Mystery of God;

The transformation from indivi-
dualism to the construction of
a fraternal communion which
makes all Christians into the new
family of God and the seed of a
new humanity in which are over-
come all the differences which so-
metimes are the basis for reli-
gious, social or sexual superiority
(“neither Jew nor gentile, neither
masters nor slaves, neither men
nor women”), or better, where
the differences are integrated;
The progressive identification
with Christ through participa-
tion in the Eucharist, source
and summit of Christian life,
from which flows the capacity
for ourselves to become bread
broken for our brothers and si-
sters and wine poured out for
the redemption of the world,
which implies a liturgy that is
alive and fruitful;

The translation of a Trinitarian
faith into everyday life which
manifests itself in a commu-
nity of hearts and of goods,
which leads to the generous sha-
ring of what is ours according to
the needs of each one, creating
a real communion through par-
ticipation, a reflection of the
God Who is Love, of the God
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who is a Community of Persons,
of the Triune God, and the mo-
del of every social community.
The most marvellous thing is
that people did not say “Look
how these people have succee-
ded in creating a society without
social classes”, but “See how
they love one another”.

Finally, drawing others in, the
result not of vocation campaigns
but of the joyful witness of one’s
own faith which wins peoples’
esteem and opens the way to
conversion of the ever-more
numerous people who in this
way have access to salvation.

This is the secret of the new
evangelisation of Europe: a strong
experience of God, in Jesus, who
comes to shake people out of the
lethargy in which they are living
and to turn their hierarchy of val-
ues upside down, and a communi-
ty which helps people to ma-
ture in the faith so as to become
a creative minority with sufficient
energy to make it capable of chang-
ing the dominant culture.

However, the attitude of the new
evangelisers needs to be that of the
sower who has so much confidence
in the force of the Gospel that
when he sows the tiny mustard
seed he is already thinking of a
great harvest; it needs to be that of

the woman who puts in her baking
the yeast, which has the energy to
give life to the whole batch of
dough, even though at the same
time it is not very much consider-
ing the amount to be transformed
(cf. Lk 13:18-21). But it is not
enough to have faith in the over-
whelming power of the Word of
God, if this is not accompanied by a
unfailing trust in the young, in
their ability to welcome God as
their only Lord, and in their com-
mitment to give Him to other
young people as they themselves,
accompanied by us, become real
evangelisers of the young.

Fr. Pascual CHAVEZ VILLANUEVA
Rector Major

5.3 Salesian Bishops

1. Fr Raffaele FARINA, Prefect
of Apostolic Vatican Library,
raised to the episcopal office.

On 15 November 2006 the Press
Office of the Holy See gave the
news that His Holiness Benedict
XVI had raised to the episcopal
office Fr Raffaele FARINA,
S.D.B., Prefect of the Apostolic
Vatican Library, assigning him the
titolar see of Oderzo (Italy).

Born on 24 September 1933 at
Buonalbergo, in the diocese of
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Ariano Irpino and the province of
Benevento (Italy), Raffaele Farina
made his first religious profession
in the Salesian Society on 25 Sep-
tember 1949 at Portici, where he
had completed his year of novi-
tiate. He followed the normal
Salesian formation course with
philosophical studies and practical
training, making his perpetual
profession on 25 September 1954.
He then studied theology at the
Salesian Pontifical Ateneum in
Turin, obtaining a licence in The-
ology in 1958. On 1 July that year
he was ordained priest.

He continued his studies at the
Pontifical Gregorian University
in Rome, obtaining in 1965 a de-
gree in Church History. After
three years of specialist studies on
a scholarship from the “Hum-
boldt” German Foundation at
Freiburg and Bonn, he began
teaching as lecturer in Ancient
and Modern Church History in
the Faculty of Theology at the
Salesian Pontifical University in
Rome. In 1972 he became Dean of
the same Faculty for a three year
period and subsequently was Rec-
tor of the University for twelve
years (1977-1983; 1992-1997). In
1978 he was called by the Rector
Major Fr Egidio Vigano to be
Moderator of the 21st General
Chapter.

For ten years from 1978 until
1988, he was Secretary of the Pon-
tifical Historical Commission and
for six years Under-Secretary of
the Pontifical Council for Culture.

On 25 May 1997 he was ap-
pointed Prefect of the Apostolic
Vatican Library.

2. Mgr. Calogero LA PIANA,
transferred to the Archiepis-
copal see of Messina.

On 18 November 2006 the Press
Office of the Holy See gave the
news that the Holy Father Bene-
dict XVI had appointed Mgr.
Calogero LA PIANA, S.D.B.
Metropolitan Archbishop of MEsSI-
NA-LIPARI-SANTA LuciA DEL MELA
(Sicily, Italy), transferring him
from the see of Mazara del Vallo,
to which he had been appointed on
15 November 2002.

Born at Riesi on 27 January
1952, Calogero La Piana made his
first profession in the Salesian
Congregation on 12 September
1974 and perpetual profession on
14 September 1980. He was or-
dained priest at Riesi on 8 August
1981 and ordained bishop in
Rome on 6 Janaury 2003. From
August 1999 until his appoint-
ment as Bishop he was Provincial
of Salesian Province of Sicily (cf.
AGC 381, n.5.4).
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5.4 Our dead confreres (4" list 2006)

“Faith in the risen Christ sustains our hope and keeps alive our communion with our
brothers who rest in Christ’'s peace. They have spent their lives in the Congregation, and
not a few have suffered even to the point of martyrdom for the love of the Lord... Their re-
membrance is an incentive to continue faithfully in our mission.” (C. 94).

SURNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV
L ABBANEO Perpetuo Roma 15-11-2006 96 IRO
P BARASICH Emilio Bahia Blanca (Argentina) 25-10-2006 74  ABB
P BELLI Santiago General Roca (Argentina) 11-12-2006 82 ABB
P BENO Jan Prestavlky (Slovacchia) 21-09-2006 84  SLK
P BERTOLUSSO Lorenzo Manaus (Brasile) 27-10-2006 82 BMA
P BLICHARZ Wojciech Bydgoszcz (Polonia) 31-10-2006 64  PLN
P BONGIORNO Angelo East Boston (USA) 03-10-2006 93  SUE
P BRAGHIROLI Giacomo Castellammare di Stabia (ltalia) 08-11-2006 96 IME
P BUSOLIN Piergiorgio Castelfranco Veneto (ltalia) 29-10-2006 65 INE
P BUTTERS Henry Oxford (Gran Bretagna) 22-10-2006 87 GBR
P CARVALHO José Luis Lisboa (Portogallo) 13-11-2006 37 POR
P CAVALIERI Francesco Roma 30-11-2006 100  IRO
L COLUSSI Attilio Torino 13-11-2006 94  ICP
P COMPRES FERMIN Plinio Santo Domingo (R.D.) 07-12-2006 70  ANT
P CORDONI Corrado Guatemala (Guatemala) 07-10-2006 93 CAM
P CURIK Jaroslav Teplice (Rep. Ceca) 28-10-2006 84  CEP
P DA SILVA Diniz José Cachoeira do Campo (Brasile) 04-12-2006 84  BBH
P DHYRIANATHAN Joseph Mumbai (India) 02-11-2006 80  INB
P FERRARA Antonio Salerno (ltalia) 30-11-2006 85  IME
P GIARLETTA Giannino Pordenone (ltalia) 05-11-2006 74 INE
P GREGORKIEWICZ Jozef Ptock (Polonia) 30-11-2006 81  PLE
P 10AN Giuseppe Negrar (Verona, Italia) 14-10-2006 89 INE
P JAOUEN Marcel Guingamp (Francia) 06-12-2006 71 FRA
P KABELA wa Ngoie Ghislain Lubumbashi (Congo R.D.) 18-11-2006 43  AFC
P KELLEHER Denis Bronx, NY (USA) 31-10-2006 84  SUE
P LATUSEK Konrad Marszatki (Polonia) 29-10-2006 77  PLO
P MACHUCA JORQUERA Miguel Santiago de Chile 05-11-2006 87  CIL
P MAGGIONI Virgilio Casale Monferrato (ltalia) 12-10-2006 94 ICP
L MANNING Denis Limerick (Irlanda) 12-11-2006 74  IRL
P MARCHESI Lorenzo Sondrio (Italia) 14-10-2006 77 ILE
P MARQUEZ FERNANDEZ Antonio Sevilla (Spagna) 29-11-2006 77  SSE
P MARZOLO Gerardo Santiago de Chile 10-09-2006 96  CIL
P MASELLO Giuseppino Roma 30-10-2006 90 IRO
P MASOERO Luigi Torino 11-10-2006 85 ICP
P MATURANI Arcangelo Caracas (Venezuela) 18-10-2006 85 VEN
P MAZAK Martin Genéve (Svizzera) 17-11-2006 92  FRA
P MERCANTE Mateo Rubén Bahia Blanca (Argentina) 02-10-2006 89 ABB
P MESZAROS Béla Mosonmagyardvar (Ungheria)  18-11-2006 88 UNG

P MIKULEWICZ Wtadystaw Vilnius (Lituania) 06-10-2006 79 ILE
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SURNAME AND NAME PLACE of death DATE AGE PROV
P PELLEGRINO Gerard Valhalla, New York (USA) 20-09-2006 70  SUE
P PEREZ ALVAREZ Vidal Santiago de Chile 14-09-2006 94  CIL
E PEREZTAPIA Elio Lima (Pert) 05-12-2006 71 -
Fu per 4 anni Vescovo-Prelato della Prelatura di Juli (Pert)
P RAGAZZO Ivone Venezia-Mestre (ltalia) 17-11-2006 71 INE
P RAJOKOVIC Marko Zagreb (Croazia) 20-09-2006 91 CRO
P RESTELLI Angelo Treviglio (Italia) 02-11-2006 82 ILE
L RIVA Luigi Bologna (ltalia) 03-11-2006 83 ILE
P RONTELTAP Gijsbertus Nijmegen (Olanda) 07-12-2006 93  BEN
L SALAMEH Elias Nazareth (Israele) 29-11-2006 82 MOR
P SANGALLI Giuseppe Savona(italia) 11-11-2006 94 ILT
Fu per 6 anni Ispettore e per 3 anni Delegato del Rettor Maggiore per le FM.A.

P SCAMBELLURI Rodolfo Messina (ltalia) 29-10-2006 77 ISI
L SHEEHAN George East Boston (USA) 17-11-2006 72 SUE
P STADLER Pablo Buenos Aires (Argentina) 20-11-2006 69 ABA
P STRAUB Karl Forchheim (Germania) 30-08-2006 88 GER
P TIRABOSCHI Enrico Arese (Italia) 18-10-2006 79 ILE
L TOLOMELLIVincenzo Roma 04-11-2006 87 IRO
P TOTH Jend Széombathely (Ungheria) 27-09-2006 88 UNG
L URBANI Vittorio Beit Gemal (Israele) 18-11-2006 100 MOR
P VAN SCHAGEN Johannes Jozef Vlaardingen (Olanda) 28-10-2006 84  BEN

P VANDENPUTTE Willy Lier (Belgio) 28-11-2006 66  BEN


















