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1. LETTER OF THE RECTOR MAJOR

BEATIFICATION OF BRO. ARTEMIDE ZATTI:
A SENSATIONAL PRECEDENT

1. THE MrssrNG FRAGMENT. - 2. DoN Bosco's coaDJUToE BForHEBs. - 3. Vocrrrolrel pRoFtLE oF
Anrenroe ZArfl - 3.1 Meeting with Don Bosco in Patagonia - 3.2 Salesian vocation - 3.3 The
trial of sickness and its acceptance - 3.4 Always with Don Bosco as a Salesian Brother - 3.5 A
full-time Good Samaritan - 3.6 Towards a long prepared meeting: popular recognition as
"kinsman to the pooi'. 4. MESSAGE or Ameuroe ZArr: pnospEcrs FoR roDAy - 4-1 Unique testi-
mony to salesian holiness - The magnetism of Don Bosco - Total dedication - lnfirmarian
and educator - "Sanctified work": synthesis of spirituality and professional skill - Evangelically
rooted rellection ol God. 4.2 The Salesian Brother - The figure of the salesian coadjutor -
some particular points: -The institutional form ol lnstitutes; the salesian brother and lay collabo-
rators; formation of the salesian brother. - 5. Plsronal woRK FoR vocATroNS: rNvrrATroN To a spE-
crAL coMMrrMENT. - Conclusion: our call to sanctity.

Rome, 31 May 2001
Feast of Maryb Vsitation

1.THE MISSING FRAGMENT

The mosaic of our saints and blessed, though rich enough in
the categories represented - Founder, Co-founder, Rector Ma-
jors, missionaries, martyrs, priests and young people, still
lacked the figure of a coadjutor brother. Now, even this gap is
being filled.

On 11 March of this year we had the joy of honouring as
Blessed the first seuen coadjutor martyrs, among the 32 mem-
bers of the Salesian Family beatifred as martyrs by Pope John
Paul II. By their life and death they proclaimed very clearly
the radical nature of their adherence to Christ and their fi-
delity to their vocation.

On 24 April the decree confirming the miracle obtained
through the intercession of Brother Artemide Zatti was read.
In the process of a Cause, this stage is a prelude to Beatifica-
tion. He will therefore be the first 'coadjutor not a martyr' to
be proclaimed Blessed. Three other rnembers of our Salesian
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Family are also close to the honours of the altars: Sister Maria
Romero, Fr Luigi Variara, and Sister Eusebia Palomino. We
expect that the beatification of Bro. Zatti will take place
during the GC25: it will be an outstanding event in the
Chapter's calendar!

I invite you to give thanks to God for the recent beatifica-
tion of our Spanish martyrs and for that, soon to take place,
of Artemide Zatti. This present letter is intended to prepare
our communities for the coming event by gathering together
the particular points stemming from the holiness of this con-
frere of ours. At the same time I want to highlight the rele-
vance of the salesian brother, his value in our community life
and mission and, above all, the need for a more decisive work
for vocations.

The title given to this letter could rightly give rise to ques-
tions. And they should be faced without any alarm! That
among our coadjutor confreres God's providence has raised up
exemplary and even holy Salesians there was never any doubt.
We have seen them, we have lived with them in our ordinary
working communities and on the missions. We have experi-
enced the valuable contribution they make competently and
faithfully to the salesian mission. Some indeed have filled
roles which may appear of secondary importance (doorkeeper,
sacristan, infirmarian, cook, house maintenance, etc.); every-
where, however, they have been educators of the first order,
confirming Don Bosco's words reported in the Biographical
Memoirs: 'A good doorkeeper is a treasure for a house of edu-
cation".l And this without detriment to the highly qualified
roles (in charge of workshops, teachers and headmasters, cate-
chists and pastoral animators, etc.) filled by very many
Brothers we could all name.

We have read the story of many of them or heard it re-
counted. They have received medals and decorations, from

' cf. BM 4, p. 383
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which we can clearly deduce what it has meant for these men
to live out their historic responsibility, full of the love of
Christ and working in Don Bosco's orbit: in other words to at-
tain their desire for holiness in pastoral charity, by living a
total consecration in the service of the young. The funda-
mental aspects that have characterized their vocational expe-
rience are still decisive in our history even at the present day.
Consecrated life is expressed, as it always has been, through
holiness, which knows no substitutes.

I have known personally more than a few of these
Brothers: biographies have been written about many of them,
which enable us to understand their vocational path through
life. They appear as "men of Don Bosco", attracted by him
and identified with his spirit and mission. They would have
said with Don Cagliero: "Monk or no monk, it is all the same
to me. I am determined, as I have always been, never to leave
Don Bosco!".' This is the underlying substance! It means a
felt relationship with the Father, zeal and enthusiasm for
Jesus Christ, the desire for holiness and perfect charity, and
the conviction of the call of God to live all this in the salesian
mission and fellowship.

Today's precederut, referred to in the heading of the letter,
consists specifically in the inclusion of a Brother among those
whom the Church has considered worthy, by public act, of
being proposed as a model of spiritual life and charity to his
brothers in religion and, on a broader scale, to all Christians.
And this on the basis of the testimony of many people, con-
firmed by God through a "miraculous" event attributed to his
intercession.

Artemide Zatti is the first salesian coadjutor not a martyr
to be beatified and this fact, as I have said, gives a touch of
completeness to the series of models of salesian spirituality,
which the Church has officially declared to be such.

I have called this precedent "sensational", in the sense that

'BM 6, p. 181
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it shakes us up, it challenges our fidelity to our charism and
our ability to offer at the present day examples of the salesian
lay vocation that are truly meaningful and attractive.

In referring in this letter to the salesian Brother, it is not
my intention to enter into questions already dealt with in
previous documents, such as the indispensable character of
such a figure3 or the relationship between the service of sale-
sian authority and the ministerial priesthood.n Nor do I in-
tend to address the question of the nature of our Congrega-
tion about which, however, I will say a word later on. There
are other settings in which to reflect on these and other ques-
tions, and also times and appropriate authorities for dealing
with them.

But what I do intend is to issue a pressing invitation to
meditate on the figure of Zatti, so as to give rise to practical
steps and a commitment, at provincial and regional level, re-
garding the vocation of the salesian coadjutor brother. When
we cannot communicate with and inspire others at this level,
our work is of little effect, and our dreams of global reform be-
come sterile. To be truly effective it is indispensable to think
globally but also act decisively at local level.

2. DON BOSCO'S COADJUTOR BROTHERS

Let us begin from Don Bosco and from the first experience
of our particular style of holiness. From the first years we
come across the figure of coadjutors, formed directly by the
Founder, who had a strong influence on the appearance ofthe
Congregation. We may think - for example - of a Peter Enria,

' cf. GCZL,197-198
'On salesian authority, and its relationship to priestly ministry, v. the reflection of

the GC21 on the role of the Rector (GCZL, 49 ff)., the circular letter of Vigano, E, Ani-
mation of the salesian Rector in AGC 306, and Vecchi J. Spiritualita salesiana,LDC
Turin 2001, p. 184-194.
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to understand how much poorer Valdocco would have been
without his presence. They contributed decisively to making
the Congregation great, especially in the area of trade schools
and in the service to the poorest of the poor.

Every province, every country, every continent has its pic-
ture gallery. There is no lack of relevant publications illus-
trating the more outstanding of them, thus enshrining in his-
tory the contribution they have made to the sanctity of our
Family.

This is the case, for example, with Brothers who have
lived in the Holy Land and done honour to holiness in the na-
tive land of Jesus. Their most outstanding representative is
the venerable Simon Srugi, who is linked withZatti by their
common role of infirmarian at the service of their sick confr-
eres, whom we hope to see joining him on the altars.

Among Don Bosco's first coadjutors some were boys
who had grown up at the Oratory, others came to him already
adults with their life as laymen matured in the world and in
the Church. In contact with Don Bosco, they came to under-
stand that they could use the professional skills they had ac-
quired by committing themselves to his educative and pas-
toral work. The enthusiasm grew in them which Don
Cagliero expressed in the phrase: "I am staying with Don
Bosco!" It was the spark of a true vocation, as indicated in
aft. 2l of our Constitutions: the fascination of the mission
and of the Founder, the desire to continue his charism and
spread his spirit.

Their early professional training, coupled with good intelli-
gence, a mature temperament and already developed human
qualities, made them able to give a valuable service to the com-
munity and educative environment. They were to be found not
only in Turin, but even in the extreme south of Patagonia, cor-
dial and trustworthy doorkeepers, front-line missionaries,
building supervisors, heads of workshops.
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The salesian vocation from the outset offered many possi-
bilities for its realization, determined more by the promptings
of charity and the call of the mission than by the importance
of the service or the role in the community. For the identity
and placement of the Brother there were no rigid norms, but a
discernment which gave scope for his generosity, availability,
community spirit and joy in his vocation.

Don Bosco looked at the quality. He does not seem to have
been over-worried about the proportion, for example, between
clerics and laymen. He welcomed those whom God sent him,
priests or laymen, and united them in religious consecration,
in the mission and in charity.

We can present a few examples, from among many others,
to confirm what we have been sayrng.

Joseph Bruzzetti was one of the first of Don Bosco's boys.
He made his profession as a coadjutor brother at a much later
date, because he "did not feel worthy", but in practice he lived
and collaborated with Don Bosco all his life. He came to the
Oratory with his brother Charles, who was to become a master
builder who put up several salesian houses. Originally he
wanted to become a priest, but after being wounded by a bullet
aimed at Don Bosco by someone who wanted to kill him, he
had to lay aside the clerical habit and passed through a diffi-
cult time. He was about to leave the Oratory, but after a con-
versation with Don Bosco he decided never to abandon him.
He was an assistant, a teacher of catechism, in charge of the
bookshop, choirmaster and organizer of lotteries: he was Don
Bosco's right arm and a faithful witness to all the heroic deeds
of our Founder.

Peter Enria was also late in officially becoming a coad-
jutor. He was quite a prodigy, able to turn his hand to any-
thing: teacher, music master, producer of theatrical presenta-
tions, artist, cook, and infirmarian. It was especially in this
Iast activity that he showed his gifts of sensitivity and delicacy.
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He spent himself for Don Bosco in various situations, especially
in the last illness which brought our Founder to his death.

Joseph Rossi was the first of the Brothers not to come di-
rectly from the ranks of the Oratory boys. At the age of 24 he
came across the "Companion of Youth", written by Don Bosco.
He immediately became fired with enthusiasm, Ieft his village
in the province of Pavia, and came to Valdocco. He made his
profession in 1864. He looked after the linen-room, was an as-
sistant in the workshops, and made the necessary purchases
in the town; he was, in fact, an administrator, a man of trust,
with responsibility for all the material goods of the Congrega-
tion. His duties made it necessary for him to travel at times,
both in Italy and abroad. Don Bosco was very fond of him and
used to joke with him a good deal.

Marcello Rossi had to wait until he came of age before he
could freely decide about his future and go to live with Don
Bosco, who entrusted him "temporarily" with the task of door-
keeper, which he faithfully fulfilled with punctuality and trust
for a "temporary" 48 years. He was known as the sentinel of
the Oratory and Cardinal Cagliero pointed him out one day as
the "real monument to Don Bosco".

We could continue with many other examples of Brothers of
the early years. Because of his similarity wilhZatti in his expe-
rience of emigration and falling under the "spell" of Don Bosco,
I will refer briefly to Sylvester Chiappini, whose parents
were Italian immigrants in Argentina. He had no particular
tasks, but was the first son of Don Bosco in the new
world.u He was working as a cook in a hotel of Buenos Aires,
and at the age of 18 met the Salesians in the church entrusted
to them, where he himself frequently went to pray. He became
part of the community and did the cooking. Later he asked to

5 This testimony on Sylvester Chiappini (or Chiappino, as appears in some docu-
ments) is from Joseph vespigrrani, who refers in the obituary letter to the "frrst sale-
sian profession in the new world".
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become a Salesian. He was accepted, became a Brother and for
forty years continued as a cook, infrrmarian and odd-job man
looking after many small needs of the community.

The salesian community whose members, beginning with
Don Bosco himself, were so visibly hardworking, attracted
others by the witness of their outstanding example, and this at-
traction was not limited to young people but brought in "good
Christian" adults. The Institution became a house and a
family, not least through the presence and sensitivity of the
Brothers, and their creative contribution enriched the mission
in new ways.

3. VOCATIONAL PROFILE OF ARTEMIDE ZATTI '

Now let us direct our attention more specifically to
Artemide Zatti and his experience of salesian sanctity. In
anyone getting to know him at any depth for the first time
some questions arise spontaneously. Who was Artemide Zattl?
What does he represent for our Family? What words and mes-

sages have come down to us through his life? What challenges
does he put to us at the present day? These are the things we
shall try to discover by re-reading the details of his life and
identifying the underlying messages.

3.1. Meeting with Don Bosco in Patagonia.

The call of Artemide Zatti to join the missionary ranks of
Don Bosco illustrates various traits of the vocation of the first
Brothers, though each individual evidently has his own origi-
nality.

u Much of this section is taken, frequently in the exact words, from t}:re Positio of
the Cause for beatification, even though a reference is not always given in the notes,

and quotations are not always enclosed in inverted commas..
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As an immigrant looking for better living conditions,
Artemide Zatti was 17 when, after leaving Italy with his
family, he reached Bahia Blanca. His parents, Luigi Zatti and
Albina Vecchi, had eight children, four boys and four girls.
The Zattis, who lived at Boretto in the province of Reggio
Emilia near the Po, had no property of their own but worked
on land they hired from others.

Artemide, third of the eight children, was born on 12 Oc-
tober 1880, and was baptized the same day with the names
Artemide Gioachino Desiderio. Though the family had few ma-
terial possessions, they led an intense Christian life which was
evident when they emigrated to Argentina. In the family
circle, Artemide soon learned to face the fatigue and responsi-
bility of work.

"In January of L897", we read in the Positio, "we do not
know whether on a sudden impulse or after due consideration
or because of some fact in the family, Luigi Zatti, head of the
family, decided to leave Italy and with his wife and children
emigrate to Argentina. At the end of the century the emigra-
tion of Italians to America was a common phenomenon, justi-
fied by many reasons... The decision may have been influ-
enced by the invitation of an uncle, Giovanni Zatti, who was
already in Argentina in the growing town of Bahia Blanca,
where he had found suitable employment"'.

"Separation from his own country opened for the Servant of
God the possibility of exploiting in a new world not only the
work of his hands, but still more the spiritual resources of a
solid Christian education. It seems that he went, facing the
unknown and following the path marked out for him by God"',
which was to lead him to meet Don Bosco.

The Zatti family reached Buenos Aires on 9 February 1897,
and four days later arrived by train at Bahia Blanca, where
they joined a large group of Italian emigrants already there.

1 Positio, p.27
,Ibid.
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In addition to the positive elements, such as commitment to
work and love of family, the emigration process also involved
some important factors undermining cultural homogeneity.
Among the emigrants was a sizable group who had taken with
them the anticlerical attitude and opposition to the Pope and
the Church that had developed rapidly in Italy in the second
half of the nineteenth century. Each year on certain special
days, this attitude gave rise to noisy demonstrations against
the parish and the salesian community.e

At Bahia Blanca the Salesians were responsible for the
Parish of Our Lady of Ransom, and it was in this parish that
t}re Zatti family went to live. The parish had two schools, a
high-school and a trade-school. In the salesian work the
Catholics and other people of good will, who included even
some of the fanatical demonstrators, saw the signs and found a
meeting place; many of them began to gather around the
parish. Among those who decided to do this and so entered
into the orbit of Don Bosco was Artemide Zatti. His family
struck up a strong and fruitful friendship with the parish
priest, Fr Carlo Cavalli, a good and zealous missionary, particu-
larly concerned for the poor and the sick.

Artemide found in Fr Carlo a sincere friend, a wise confessor
and a skilled spiritual director, who formed him to a daily life of
prayer and weekly reception of the sacraments. He established
with the priest a spiritual rapport and one of collaboration.lo

With the example and encouragement of Fr Cavalli,
Artemide joined to his desire for his own formation that of
doing good to others. We read in fact that he used to spend his
spare time in the parish church, and would accompany the
parish priest on his visits to the sick, at funerals, in serving
Mass, and in fulfilling the duties of sacristan."

e For a humorous anecdote in this connection, v. footnote in the Italian edition of
the Acts.

'o Cf. Positio, p. 35

" Cf. Positio, p.36
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The broad social field of Catholic workers was one of the
sectors to which the missionaries were committed. Artemide
Zatti was a zealous assistant of the groups of workers who used
to meet on Sundays; he would spend the afternoon with them,
making friends, taking an interest in their different circum-
stances, encouraging them, and urging them towards good
works.

All this he did quite spontaneously, without any recom-
pense, as an affectionate and generous service to God and to
his neighbour. 'As a young immigrant into the materialistic
and commercial world of Bahia Blanca, more than this could
not be expected of him. This kind of life and interior attitude
he kept up for about three years from his arrival at Bahia
Blanca in 1897 to 1900, while his vocation was maturing".'2

3.2. Salesian vocation

"The salesian vocation", we read in the Positio, "was
bound to arise spontaneously, as something quite natural, in
the life of the Servant of God. It was a consequence of the seri-
ousness of his spiritual commitment and of his will to serve
God and his neighbour. Moreover living in daily contact with
Fr Cavalli and other confreres of the hardworking salesian
community, meant that he had always before him a testimony
bound to encourage him to dedicate his life in a most radical
form".'3 The apostolic generosity of Fr Cavalli, the salesian en-
vironment and the developing work of Don Bosco in Patagonia
exercised a daily attraction and proved to be an ideal more
powerful than any other prospect for a good but rather bewil-
dered immigrant from Italy.'n

In the parish library he was able to read the biography of
Don Bosco, and was entranced by it. This was the true begin-

o lbid.
" Ibid.
,o cf. Ibid.
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ning of his salesian vocation. At the origin of the vocation of
each one of us there is always an inspiring encounter with the
Founder and with his followers.'u

When Fr Cavalli suggested that he should set out on the
road to the priesthood in Don Bosco's Congregation, Zatti had
already shown a solid maturity with a supernatural sense, and
an unyielding conviction of faith and zeal, and the ability
which leads young and old to God.

And so, with the consent of his family and moved by the
sincere desire of following his vocation, the 2D-year old, Zatti
on 19 April 1900 entered with full docility into the rhythm of
the life of the aspirantate of Bernal, which housed also the
novices and post-novices. He found no difficulty in sitting in
the benches with boys aged 11 to 14; he willingly carried out
all the tasks which the Superiors, seeing his maturity and
generosity, entrusted to him; he immersed himself in study to
make up for lost time, without complaining of the physical
work which interrupted his application. Following his voca-
tion was always at the front of his mind and, without being
upset by difficulties, he tried to make full use of all the re-
sources placed by God at his disposal.'u

"Letters written to his family during that period provide
ample witness to the interior attitude of the Servant of God.
Optimism, joyful involvement in the life of the community,
cordial and faithful submission to Superiors, a profound reli-
gious sense which at the same time left him with a practical
approach to everything, humble abandonment to God's will,
tranquility in the face ofevery trial: these are the characteris-
tics that emerge from his collected letters"."

In the Bernal aspirantate, Artemide Zatti passed nearly
two years of study and intense formation.

" Cf. Cost. 21

'u Cf. Positio. p. 41
,, Ibid.
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3.3. The trial of sickness and its acceptance.

An unforeseen circumstance changed his life. Because
of his reliability the superiors entrusted him with the task of
assisting a young priest suffering from tuberculosis. Zatti cay
ried out the work with generosity, but soon afterwards caught
the same disease himself."

The illness which put his own life in danger, and the conse-
quent leaving of Bernal, seemed to place a large question mark
over his progress towards the priesthood, and became a deter-
mining factor in Zatti's life.

"His state of mind can be easily imagined, but we are bound
to say that he never spoke a word of complaint at what had hap-
pened, either in connection with the sickness itself nor against
the Superiors, nor against the circumstances in which he now
found himself".'e On the contrary, this experience, which con-
tinued for years, and the uncertainty it implied, highlighted his
spiritual strength through the conscious and generous
acceptance of the evil, something not easy in a young man of
that age.'o

On 4 September 1902, he wrote to his parents from
Viedma to comfort them. "My dear mother and father, I think
the letter I wrote about my health may have upset you, be-
cause although it said that I am getting better, I knew that
you would not be pleased to hear that I cannot get rid of the
cough. Dear parents, I am sure you will not forget the saying
'nothing happens unless God wills it', and so if I am here in
Viedma with a cough, it is because God wants it so for his
greater glory and for the benefit of my own soul by giving me
this opportunity to do some penance for my sins... If you can
do so, try to perform some good work, so that God may give
me the grace to be conformed to his will, because very accept-

" Cf. Positio, p. 47

" Cf. Positio, p. 49
'o Cf. Positio, p.76
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able to him are works done for what he loves. Be at peace,
and may the will of God be done in everything"."

After seeking medical advice the Superiors had sent Zatti
to Viedma, which was to become the definitive place of his mis-
sion. The flourishing salesian work there, the centre from
which the missionary movement spread out into Patagonia
and the residence of the Vicar Apostolic, the mild climate and
the presence of Fr Evasio Garrone, the salesian physician,
were the reasons for the choice.

The arrival of ArtemideZatti at Viedma coincided with that
of Zeffrrino Namuncur6, who came from Buenos Aires and was
suffering from the same illness. The two lived together in a
friendly relationship until Zeffirino left for Italy in 1904 with
Mgr. Cagliero.

At the time of Zatti's arrival in 1902, Viedma had little
more than 5,000 inhabitants of various origins and nationali-
ties. The great majority of them were poor.

The salesian work was of great significance. Two colleges,
one of the SDB and the other of the FMA, exercised a great in-
fluence in raising the moral and material conditions of the
area. The Salesians had a complex work whieh included a pri-
mary boarding and day school, a trade school which trained
Patagonia's first qualified workers, and an agricultural school
on the outskirts of the town. At the centre of the salesian
work was the Cathedral, which served as the parish church.
Alongside the church were the Hospital and Pharmacy.

The St Joseph Hospital had been founded in 1889, with pio-
neering zeal by Mgr. Cagliero and the Rector of the salesian
work, Fr Bernard Vacchina, to meet the needs of the poor. Fr
Evasio Garrone, who had studied and practised medicine in
Italy before becoming a salesian and missionary, was given the
task of organizing and directing the hospital on 15 June 1889, a
few hours after his priestly ordination."

" Positio, p. 76

" Information on the salesian work at Viedma: cf . Positio, p. 61-65
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The Hospital and Pharmacy were to become Zatti's freld of
work.

3.4. Always with Don Bosco, as a Salesian Brother.

When Artemide Zatti left Bernal, he was not yet a Sale-
sian. Despite his illness the Superiors had sent him to
Viedma as an aspirant because of the good qualities they saw
in him, and also because of his desire to become a Salesian,
which he continued to manifest unwaveringly. It was an act
of mutual trust between the Congregation and the Servant of
God.

Artemide had not abandoned his initial inclination. He
continued to think about a priestly vocation in the Salesian
Congregation, not least because there came a point when his
health began to improve and he was able to take up a contin-
uous and exacting task in the pharmacy of Fr Garrone.

It is touching to note his unswerving attachment to his
vocation, even when it seemed that sickness removed any
possibility of achieving it.. He wrote, for example, to his rela-
tives on 7 August 1902: "I want you to know that it was not
only my own wish but also that of my Superiors that I should
receive the cassock; but there is an article of the Holy Rule
which says that no one can receive it who has even the
slightest problem about his health. And so it means that God
has not yet found me worthy to wear the cassock, and so I
trust in your prayers that I may soon get well and see my
desire fulfilled".23

At a certain point however, in order that the uncertain situ-
ation should not drag on indefinitely, a clear decision was
made. The Superiors, while noting his improvement in health,
could not be fully persuaded about his future prospects. With
tuberculosis, at that time, one could never be sure of a definite
cure; the curriculum of studies which the Servant of God

'" Positio, p.79
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would have to face at his age (23-24) was long and hardly suit-
able for a sufferer from tuberculosis. On the other hand he had
already begun to work, and this evidently with success and mu-
tual satisfaction, in the pharmacy, doing a job suited to a
layman; it may even be that Fr Garone exerted some pressure
to keep him working at his side.

Given all these circumstances, the Superiors had to sug-
gest to Zatti, who was persevering in his desire to be conse-
crated to God, that he be professed as a salesian Brother:
Ieaving aside the problems of precarious health this seemed a
prudent solution. It would be the total donation of himself to
God in the salesian life to which Artemide aspired in the first
place. The proposal by the Superiors and its acceptance by
the Servant of God must have taken place between 1904 and
1906, but we do not know at what precise point.

It does not seem that the decision implied a negative judge-
ment on his intellectual capacity; indeed never was any doubt
expressed about the confrere's gifts of intelligence, nor of his
cultural preparation or Ievel headedness."

Nor does it seem that the Superiors were ever aware of the
promise he had made to Our Lady, at Fr Garrone's suggestion,
to dedicate himself to the good of his neighbour if he should be
cured; this seems to have become public only when Zattihim-
self testified to it in 1915.'5

It was in that year, in fact, on the occasion of the dedica-
tion of a tombstone on the grave of Fr Garrone, that was pub-
lished a special issue of the review Flores de campo, which car-
ried the following testimony of the Servant of God: "If I am
now well and in good health, and able to do some good to my
sick neighbours, I owe it to Fr Doctor Garrone - (as Zatti al'
ways used to refer to him, Editor's note) - who saw that I was
getting worse every day from the effects of tuberculosis,
coughing blood, and told me point blank that, if I did not want

'n Cf. Positio, p. 79 ff
2' Cf. Positio, p. 74
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to finish up in the same way as so many others, I should make
a promise to Mary Help of Christians to remain always at his
side helping in the care of the sick and trusting in Mary, she
could heal me. I srI,tpvoo, Because I knew of his reputation
that Mary Help of Christians helped him in visible ways. I
PRoMISoo, because I had always wanted to help others in any-
thing I could do for them. And after God had heard the prayer
of his servant, I npcovpnpo" . (Signed) Artemide Zatti"26

It was a solemn declaration, signed and made public, which
is a clear expression of the faith of the Servant of God and of
his determination to dedicate himself totally and for ever to
helping the sick.

In this way, Artemide Zatti, aware of his situation and - as
we read in the Positio - "inclined as he was to see God's will in
the decisions of the Superiors, accepted to become a tay Sale-
sian, and in this way to live out his firm commitment to conse-
cratO himself to God. The promise made to Our Lady for his
cure seems to fit in with this solution, to the extent that as a
layman he could more fully and directly help in the care of the
sick in a way he could probably not have done as a priest"."
"His fundamental attitude was always to do whateuer was
pleasing to God".'8

We can see that Artemide Zatti sought the way of God be-
fore all else, and his firm intention was to stay with Don
Bosco and be of help to him in any way possible. He already
belonged to Don Bosco because God had brought him into con-

'u We print the testimony in the original Spanish: "Si yo estoy bueno y sano y en es-
tado de poder hacer algrin bien a mis pr6jimos enfermos, se Io debo al Padre Garrone
Doctor, quien viendo que mi salud empeoraba cada dia, pues estaba afectado de tubercu-
Iosis con frecuentes emoptisis, me dijo terminantemente que, si no queria concluir como
otros tantos, hiciera una promesa a Maria Auxiliadora, de permanecer siempre a su lado
ayud6ndole en Ia cura de los enfermos y 61, confiando en Maria, me sanaria. CREi,
porque sabia por fama que Maria Auxiliadora lo ayrdaba de manera visible. PROMETi,
pues siempre fue mi deseo,ser de provecho en algo a mis pr6jimos. Y habiendo Dios es-
cuchado a su siervo y SANE. (Firmado) ARTEMIDE ZAT"ll." (Positio, p.75)

21 Positio, p. 80
'8 Positio, p. 8L
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tact with this Saint who was so fascinating, and was indeed, in
the land of Patagonia, the decisive prophet of evangelization
and formation for a colourful group of God's people. He was
therefore more than ready for a pilgrimage to holiness in the
salesian life.

Priest? Brother? He himself once said to a confrere: "You
can serve God as a priest or as a brother: before God one is as
good as the other, provided you live it as a vocation and with
love".'s

There was no sadness or reaction, therefore, at the change in
his vocational perspective. On the contrary, there was deep grat-
itude for the fact of being a Salesian and for having had clear
signs of God's will. And so he wrote to his family in January of
1908, after making his religious profession at 27 years of age:

"With my heart full of a holy and enviable joy at this extraordi-
nary grace which the good Lord, beyond all my hopes has
deigrued to grant me (blut I attribute it to your prayers and those
of others who pray for my intentions), I write to you now to beg
you to join me in thanking the good God and the Blessed Virgin,
by assisting at a holy Mass and receiving communion...".'o

Each one receives his own gift, expressed in charity, in the
salesian mission, in holiness: these were the key words guiding
his life. Zatti set about living out his own gift. And God did
not fail him.

3.5. A full'time Good Samaritan.

At Viedma Artemide Zatti recovered his health and found
his mission in the care of the sick; from being a patient himself
he became an infirmarian, and the illnesses of others became
his apostolate, his mission. He gave himself to it full-time and
with all the uncompromising approach of da mihi animas, con'
stantly extending his activities.

'" Summarium, p. 310, n. 1224

'o Positio, p. 84
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It was from this perspective that he decisively planned his
future. From then onwards, the different aspects of his unique
personality, sparkling tranquility and good humour, and the
development of his professional skills grew more and more,
prompted by the internal desire to be faithful to God's grace
and be of the greatest possible use to the mission. The latter
he fully assumed, day by day, as it took on new dimensions
and requirements, which Zatti met with a spirit of sen'ice and
sacrifice.

The hospital and the houses of the poor, which he visited
night and day, using a bicycle now considered a historical relic
in the city of Viedma, were the front line of his mission. He
lived the total donation of himself to God and the dedication of
all his strength to the good of his neighbour, first as the effi-
cient and generous collaborator of Fr Garrone, and then after
the latter's death in 1911 (and especially from 1915 when the
new premises were inaugurated), as the one with chief respon-
sibility for it, the director and administrator of the work. He
turned his hand to everything: received people, trained others,
directed activities, and paid the employed personnel; he did
the purchasing of whatever was needed, kept an eye on mainte-
nance work, assisted doctors in their consultations and sur-
geons in operations; he dealt with families, but especially he
worked to make ends meet because expenses were always
greater than income." One of his sayrngs has gone down in his-
tory: "Yo no pido a Dios que me dd dinero, sino que indique
donde estd" ("I do not ask God to give me money, but to show
me where it is to be found")".

The hours he worked and his daily toil are practical evi-
dence of his total dedication to the mission, his community
sense, the care of his spiritual life and professional skill. Let us
follow him through a typical day.33

"' Cf. Positio, p.93
32 Positio, p. 149
B Cf. Positio, p. 104-105
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The Servant of God rose at 4.30 or 5 a.m., spent some time
in personal prayer in the church, and then made his meditation
with the community and assisted at Mass.

Then he would go to the hospital wards, where he always
arrived smiling and with the cheerful greeting: "Good morning
everyone. Long live Jesus, Mary and Joseph". Then he would
ask: "Everyone still alive?" and the old men would turn to-
wards him in their beds and reply: "Everyone, Bro. Zatt|".
"Deo gratios", was his jovial rejoinder, and then he would pass
from one bed to another to see what each one needed, and also
to see whether anyone in fact was no longer breathing; if so he
carried him on his own back to the mortuary.

After this visit he had his breakfast, and then went round
the sick again to provide them with what they needed. With
this job done he next got on his bicycle with head uncovered
and wearing a white shirt, to give injections to the many sick
people scattered around the neighbourhood. When antibiotics
became available his work multiplied, because it was often nec-
essary to give injections every two hours and even at night.
"Rarely", said one of his helpers, "did he sleep all night". He
traveled everywhere by bicycle, or by truck if he was offered a
lift, but never by car.

At L2 noon - and no one knows how he managed to be al-
ways punctual - he was there to say grace with the community
before the midday meal. He prayed with faith, his eyes closed,
his lips and hands clasped together to concentrate his atten-
tion. He was nearly always the bell-ringer to call the confreres;
and he did it with devotion - they say - because it was the voice
of God!

Afber lunch he used to join those who were convalescent at
a game of "bocce", which he played with enthusiasm. The pe-
riod from 2 to 4 p.m., more or less, found him once again on his
bicycle. He never skipped tea, but afterwards went out once
again into the town, or went round the wards again, or at-
tended to accounts or repairs.
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At 6 p.m. he was there for spiritual reading, and benedic-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament on the days it took place. After
the sick had eaten their supper he used to go round the wards
once again to see that prayers were said, and to give the sale-
sian 'Good Night', i.e. leave behind a good thought from the life
of some Saint, from Don Bosco, or from the liturgy. Few words,
but a serious thought. Then more work and a 'good night' to
the nurses, to whom he left reminders and special indications
and guidance for their work.

At 8 p.m. there was supper with the community, another
visit to the wards, and finally to his own room to do some
reading or personal work. During the night he usually had to
get up at least once and usually more often for calls to the
sick.

His life was lived in an environment in which the same dif-
ficulties were repeated every day, but where understanding
and sympathy were also to be found. The maturity he had al-
ready attained and the help of a fervent community life could
not but foster his anxiety and decisive will to become holy.
The Servant of God lost nothing of what God was offering to
his soul, and he made use of everything that would enable the
heroic practice of the virtues.'n

Over forty long and laborious years the figure of the Ser-
vant of God grew continually in generosity of service and the
seeking of professional skill. Artemide Zatti was not just a
run-of-the mill kind of worker; he was an competent hospital
administrator, endowed with deep practical knowledge, which
medical authorities could not overlook. The "Department of
Public Health" had given him an official recognition as an in-
firmarian (n. 7,253), while he himself through private study
obtained from the La Plata University the qualification as a
pharmacist, which was indispensable before he could open and
manage the Hospital pharmacy.'u The combined witness of

"'Cf. Posilio, p. 103
35 Cf. Positio, p.92
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doctors, given individually by each of them, provides an ad-
mirable demonstration of the dedication, competence, faith
and respectful attitude of Zatti in their regard.

During the forty years he spent at Viedma, there were
several extraordinary facts that bore witness in various ways
to Zatti's solid virtue and salesian spirit. We could recall the
tranquility with which he accepted the few days he was put in
prison, after a prisoner who had been hospitalized on the
orders of the prison governor absconded from the hospital
(1915); the prudence and patience displayed when, against his
wishes, the old hospital was demolished and transfemed to a
new site that was not ready (1941); his deep salesian joy
during the three months he was able to spend in Italy for the
canonization of Don Bosco.

3.6.Towards a long prepared meeting with God:
popular recognition as "kinsman of the poor".

After being cured of tuberculosis in the first years of the
century Artemide Zatti always enjoyed excellent health, which
enabled him to face continual heavy work and great sacrifice.
Only his burning zeal for the good of his neighbour can explain
the labours he faced with nonchalant tranquility and without
in fact almost any rest until the end of life.

But the Lord called him once again to be associated with
him in his passion and to share the sufferings of those whom
he himself was serving. It was in July of 1950 when, as he
was being treated after falling from a ladder, he was found
to have a faulty liver function, and later a tumour was diag-
nosed.

He accepted the fact and knowingly followed the develop-
ment of the illness (he himself prepared his death certificate
for the doctor!); he maintained his joyful serenity despite
painful sufferings, and spent what remained of his strength in
work and in the community, as he lived the final months
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awaiting the call of the Lord. He recalled: "Fifty years ago I
came here to die, and I have reached the present moment.
What more could I wish for? I have spent all my life preparing
for this moment"."

The time for his meeting with God came on 15 March
1951.

On the day of the funeral no inhabitant of Viedma stayed at
home: adults took part in the ceremonies through admiration
and gratitude, and the children were there to learn at first
hand a piece of the important history of their town.

The whole of Viedma did honour to the "kinsman of the
poor", as he had been known for some time, the one who had
always been ready to welcome those with particular rnaladies
and people who came from the distant countryside; the one
who had been able to enter the poorest ofhouses at any hour of
the day or night without causing raised eyebrows; the one who,
though he was always 'in the red', had maintained a unique
relationship with the city banks, which were always open to
friendship and generous collaboration with those engaged in
the medical care of the citizens.

And we could continue in the same vein. The biography
resulting from the testimony of the Positio is rich indeed, with
abundant episodes, facets and assessments. We who have
known him and remember his words and gestures, bear wit-
ness to the truth of these things. Stories of events circulated
wildly among the people and often with exaggerations. It is
not surprising that long before the cause was introduced, the
general opinion among the people was that they had been in
contact with a giant of charity, made even greater by the mali-
cious and vague accusation of practising medicine illegally,
from which charge he was cleared by the people themselves.

As though to prolong his presence in the city's life, one of the
main streets was named after him, as also the modern State
Hospital, and a monument was erected to commemorate him.

'16 Positio, p. 198
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The salesian Brother Artemide Zatti was truly a "good
Samaritan" in the style of Don Bosco, a "sign and bearer of the
love of God", of his compassion, of his healing and consoling
presence, which opened up horizons of faith and hope to the
sick and to the young: he loved them all, and was able to win
their love in return, as Don Bosco wanted.

4. MESSAGE OF ARTEMIDE ZATTI: PROSPECTS FOR TODAY

4.1. Unique testimony to salesian holiness.

The brief snatches we have given of the biography of Zatti
have introduced us to the heart of his spiritual story. As we
contemplate the changes in him brought about by his salesian
vocation, marked by the action of the Spirit and now proposed
by the Church, we can discern some traits of the typical kind of
holiness to which we too are called. We have already perceived
some of its characteristic expressions: his deep sense of God and
the full and serene openness to God's will, his attraction to Don
Bosco and wholehearted membership of the salesian community,
his animating and encouraging presence, the family spirit, spiri-
tual life and prayer cultivated personally and shared with the
community. The attentive observer cannot fail to note his total
dedication to the salesian mission lived in welcoming the poor of
every kind, his concern for the needy and his medical care for
those with contagious or repugnant ailments, in finding space
for society's outcasts, in his pastoral care in bringing the sick
and dying to God. His was an active presence in society, com-
pletely animated by the charity of Christ which drove him on!

Some of his actions were not only unusual but even heroic,
as when he gave up his own bed to the latest arrival.

Even though fifty years have now gone by since his death
and there has been a deep evolution of Consecrated Life, of
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salesian experience, and of the vocation and formation of the
Salesian Brother, the salesian path to sanctity traced out
by Artemide Zatti is a sign and message which opens up per-
spectives at the present day for all of us who are called to live
Don Bosco's charism in apostolic consecration. In this way is
fulfilled what is stated by our Constitutions: "The confreres
who are living or have lived to the full the gospel project of
the Constitutions are for us a stimulus and help on the path
to holiness"." The beatification of this confrere of ours is a
concrete sign of that "high standard of ordinary Christian
liuing" to which we are encouraged by John Paul II in Nouo
Millennio Ineunte.s'

His testimony is addressed to every Salesian, to every local
and provincial community. It tells of vocation as an experience
of life in God, in line with the characteristics of the charism
given to us by the Spirit. This is the path we have to follow: if
we stray from it, everything else will be adrift!

4.1.1. The magnetism of Don Bosco.

It is always useful to try to identify in God's mysterious plan
for each one of us the underlying theme of our own existence.
If I had to express in a simple formula the secret which inspired
and guided every step in the life of Artemide Zatti, I think it
could all be contained in the following words: following Jesus,
with Don Bosco and in Don Bosco's manner, always and
everywhere.

In this expression there is the magnet which constantly
attracted him and guided him in the following of Jesus: Don
Bosco! There is the total dedication - always and euery-
where - without regard to place, role or occupation. There is
the educative slant to every activity, in the n"Lanruer of Don
Bosco.

Let us pause for a moment to consider these elements.

t'Cost. 25
u Nouo Millennio Ineunte, Sl
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4.1.2. Total dedication to the mission.

"Our mission sets the tenor of our whole life...", say the
Constitutions.'e Artemide Zatti lived the salesian mission in
the field to which he had been entrusted, by personifying ed-
ucative pastoral charity as a good Samaritan in the style of
Don Bosco.

His faith led him to see Jesus in the sick, and even in those
with dangerous, deforming or repugnant diseases. A series of
anecdotes show us that he cared personally for those of the sick
from whom others recoiled because they were deformed, repug-
nant or difficult to treat. This already shows us the mentality
with which he worked. But still more edifying are expressions
Iike the following, related by the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians, his constant and sensitive collaborators, always
willing to give their loving assistance in the section of the Hos-
pital reserved for women: "Sister, please prepare sorne clothing
and a bed for a Jesus of 14 (or 75) years".

In long years of proximity to the seriously ill and dying, it
never became for him a matter of routine: the suffering and
death, especially of young people, always moved him deeply,
giving rise to feelings of deep compassion but without making
him lose his peace of mind. He had a special gift for dealing
with sick youngsters and even for helping them to close their
eyes in the Lord with a feeling of trust, joy and tranquility.
Among many others, I like to recall the following anecdote re-
lated by one witness. To a young lad who had arrived at
death's door, Zatti came close as a father and brother, and
said: "Let us go to our Father: close your eyes and join your
hands. Now let us say together: Our Father...". During the
prayer the soul of the youngster went to heaven. In this way
Zatti accompanied him towards his meeting with the Lord.

This is certainly a $ft of God, but it is also the fruit of un-
broken union with him and of a charity that had become a way

3'gcf. C 3
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of life, capable of being poured out on those we serye, and in
whom we discern the love of the Father and the countenance of
his Son. It is the personal dedication of a life totally conse-
crated to God and the service of our neighbour, which is like
the driving force of the mission: Don Bosco condensed it into
the expression do mihi animas, cetera tolle.

Artemide Zatti rcminds us in a practical way of the deep
meaning of our mission, totally centred on the love of God: a
love which moves us interiorly and which we want to pour out
on those to whom we are sent.

4.1.3. lnfirmarian and educator.

Artemide Zattiwas not only an infirmarian, but also an ed-
ucator in the faith for everyone in the time of trial and sick-
ness. In the Hospital he created a family atmosphere which -
as I have said already - was reflected in the choral response to
his morning wake-up call: "Everyone still alive?", followed by
personal assistance to the needy and thanksgiving to God.
There was another family moment after lunch at the game of
'bocce', and the particularly salesian evening event of the "good
night" each day. And to all this must be added his personal
contacts with the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians and
the other collaborators.

It is said that the principal medicine he used was Zatti
himself: his attitude, his jokes, his cheerfulness and loving
kindness. Many people have borne witness to it. It was not
just a matter of administering medicines to fight disease but of
helping bystanders and the patients themselves to lend a
hand, and see in the situation a sign of God's will, especially
when death was approaching.

Zatti, indeed, had made of the mission to the sick his own
area for educative activity, where he lived each day the cri-
teria of Don Bosco's preventive system - reason, religion,
Ioving kindness - in close and loving assistance of the needy,
in helping them to understand and accept their condition of
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suffering, in his living witness to the presence of God and his
unfailing love. For this reason we can speak of the educatiue
slant of the holiness of this our infirmarian confrere.

Here I would like to say a word about health care as an area
of our mission. It is not without significance that the two
Brothers on their way to the honours of the altars, Artemide
Zatti and Simon Srugi, worked in this area; and to them we
must also add Fr Luigi Variara. When we think of the part oc-
cupied by the care of the sick in Jesus' preaching, and also of
the role which the question of health has in our missions and,
in general, in the life of our members and the people we serve,
we can draw inspiration from Artemide Zatti to identify aspects
of fraternal charity as yet unexplored, where our availability
can become a sign of God's love, responding to the urgent
needs of people and especially of the young.

I want to draw attention to the possibility of this link be-
tween health and education, quite apart from any formal pro-
fessional relationship. Sometimes we find both needs present
in our pupils. I have had the personal opportunity and good
fortune to attend two General Chapters of a Congregation of
women, which had originally expressed their educative
charisma through institutions of a specific kind, and then later,
precisely because of contact with sickness, particularly among
young people, had courageously accepted responsibility also for
care of the sick. The discussion was enlightening: it was said
that the role of the religious was to educate in and lo sickness.
The necessary medical decisions could be left to the profes-
sionals. As a matter of fact, in our larger educative communi-
ties we have always had to take care of the various aspects
which concern all the needs of young people: instruction and
culture, exercise, games and social aspects, catechesis, physical
and mental health - both directly and indirectly, protection
from the environment, etc. This opens the door to a variety of
possibilities to be carried out with an education of quality and
consistency.
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4.1.4. " Sanctified worll' :
synthesis of spirituality and professional skill.

A careful study of the life of the Venerable Artemide Zatti
will lead us to recognize in the content and manner of his ser-
vice the recognition of the dignity proper to human values
and daily activities, which are the daily background to lay life
in the world.

It is the proof, lived for a lifetime, that everything that is
human is open to Christian values, expressed in the theological
virtues and through baptism, which the Council has proposed
once again so forcefully.

Like our own, the life of the Servant of God was continually
filled with the tiny daily details that belong to a service like
nursing, and which could easily become routine. But everything
was invested with constant charity, that so permeated and
transformed it as to make it the driving force of unification of
Iife and unspoken evangelization. Moreover his constant effort
to make himself better able to fulfil his tasks - through study
and ongoing formation - must be understood as a manifestation
of the flower of charity through which the Salesian tries "to do
everything with simplicity and moderation".no

If on the one hand this derives from the legitimate autonomy
of natural laws and realities, on the other it expresses the con-
viction that "what is good should be done well" and that Christ's
members (i.e. the sick and poor, young people in difficulties)
must be embraced with a charity enlightened by industrious and
creative intelligence.

What stands out clearly in the life of the Venerable Artemide
Zatti is his passionate search for a greater harmony between
the seeking of a more professional approach and growth
in genuine spirituality.

The seeking after professional excellence - which nowa-
days appetrrs as an unavoidable requirement in our societies,

0cf.c18
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and especially in those more developed - represents a chal-
lenge to the religious life. This, indeed, could run the risk of
hiding behind the secular aspect, and making it the source of
its identity, and concealing (or at least relegating to second
place) the true identity of the religious life which is Iinked
with supernatural motives.

Such a challenge must be met with the particular "grace of
u,ntty", which transforms professional activity into a resource
of the consecrated life and, if we may so express it, gives to it a
higher quality.

At the basis of such a unity it is not difficult to discern an
hardworking charity, a serene trust in the progress of science
and technologSr, the need to be able to discuss with others at
their own level, so as to strengthen our own vocation and its
message to give to it the evangelizing vigour and competent
presence of the Church.

The Servant of God had both well learned and well lived
what Blessed Philip Rinaldi called "sanctified work", asking
a special indulgence for it from the Holy Father," and seeing in
it an essential trait of salesian spirituality.n2 The concept of
"work" includes all the professional competence of which we
are capable, and that of "sanctified" embodies the vitality of
charity, self-giving, and a spirit of saerifice.

Quality of this kind in our work is the fruit of a salesian
life, ever careful to avoid the risk ofa self-centred professional
attitude aimed at promoting our own image or exclusively
technical, in order to attain the objective of an altruistic pro-
fessional approach directed to the good of others and their
overall education.

a' Rescript ofPope Pius XI to Fr Philip Rinaldi, 10 June L922. lt should be noted
that after the Apostolic Constitution Indulgentiarum doctrina ofPaul VI of 1 Jan.1967
and the subsequent Decree ofthe Apostolic Penitentiary, this Indulgence no longer ex-
ists. On 31 January 1968, the Penitentiary granted special plenary indulgences that
could be gained by Salesians and Daughters of Mary Help of Christians on particular
occasions.

ecf.c95
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The Salesian, by virtue of his experience, will therefore be
in a position to lead his charges - first implicitly and then even
explicitly - to a new kind of professional attitude, inspired
by the Gospel and able to renew the quality of life. It is the
harmonious result of specific technical and cultural compe-
tence, of sound relational ability, and of deep ethical and spiri-
tual motivation. And it seems able to redeem and give new
significance to the work of man - which is a substantial part of
his life - and, at the same time, to sustain and encourage the
civilization of love.

4.1.5. Evangelically rooted reflection ot God.

What gave weight to all of this - dedication to the mission
and professional and educative ability - and immediately
struck those who came across it was the interior life of
Artemide Zatti, that of a disciple of the Lord, who lived his
consecration at every moment, in constant union with God and
in gospel fraternity.

From the judgement of doctors who spent long periods at
his side in professionally sensitive moments like lengthy opera-
tions, from the evaluation of colleagues and cooperators, from
the words of public figures, and from the testimony of confr-
eres, emerges a complete personality, also on account of
that salesian level-headedness through which the different di
mensions become joined in a harmonious, unified and serene
personality, open to the mystery of God lived in daily life.

We find it wonderful that despite all his tasks and commit-
ments Artemide Zatti never lost his sense of community, but al-
ways took part in and e4joyed the daily prayer, fraternal mo-
ments at table and occasions for sharing family joys, which he
did in a manner all his own. For him the salesian community
was the place where he experienced God and gospel fellowship.

We may quote some evidence taken from the Summary
prepared for the declaration of the heroic nature of his
virtues.
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Speaking of the intensity with which the Servant of God
lived his faith in continual union with God, Mg.. M. P6rez de-
clared: "The impression I received was of a man united with
God. Prayer was like the breath of his soul, and his whole at-
titude showed that he lived to the full the first commandment
of God: he loved him with all his heart, with all his mind, with
all his soul"."

The same thing was confirmed by Fr. E L6pez: "It was
evident that the Servant of God prayed continually: on his
bicycle he prayed while he pedaled, when he was attending the
sick he spoke quite naturally about faith and said things which
uplifted the spirit, even with religious".n'

As regards religious and community life in general, in the
Positio it is stated that the holy infirmarian was in the first
place a religious and member of a community. The ser-
vice he gave to the sick never became an excuse to absent him-
self from his duties to community life or a reason to distract
him from his great familiarity with God.

Fr. Prieto testified: "In the fulfrlment of community acts he
was exemplary. I mean that he never made use of the freedom
given him by his particular work to absent himself from commu-
nity practices".'u And he goes on: "The Servant of God was out-
standing as an observant religious, unfailingly punctual and
never absent. I never heard him say: 'I was not here because...'
His was always a positive presence in the community.'."."

Let us listen again to Fr. L6pez, who was his Rector, con-
cerning his practice of evangelical poverty: "He showed it in
an exemplary manner, and well beyond the obligations of the
poverty of a salesian Brother. He showed in a perfect degree
that he was detached from earthly honours and selfish desires.
While he was autonomous in administration no one ever saw

nt Surnmariurn, p. 43, n. 160
* Summarium, p. 179, n. 73
nu Sutnmarium, p. 60, n. 231
nu cf. Summarium, p. 65, n.248
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or knew him to acquire anything for himself or his personal
satisfaction, nor did I ever hear of such a thing...The Servant
of God loved poverty; we could even say that he was wedded to
it. He was outstanding as a poor person".n'

With regard to the spirit of obedience. Fr L. Savioli de-
clares: "I know from my personal observation that with the
Superiors he practised a filial and reverential obedience. I re-
member that he sought advice from Fr. Pedemonte and my
general impression is that he did the same with the other
Superiors. I know that he practised an obedience which was
always simple, prompt and joyful".n'

All this shows us the exemplary nature of the gospel witness
of our confrere, whom we can well define as a "reflection of God".

4.2.The Salesian Brother.

I want to dwell in particular on the specifrc nature of the
vocation of Artemide Zatti, that of the Salesian Brother, which
has left its mark on all his activity and on his path to sanctity.

If it is true - as has been authoritatively stated - that the
salesian charisma would be lacking in an essential element
without the figure of the Brother, it is easy to understand the
importance attaching to the fact that the Church is raising to
the honours of the altars a representative of a component so
unique and indispensable to our identity.

And so it is fitting that the whole Salesian Family should
celebrate this event with particular enthusiasm and use it as a
motive for relaunching the figure of the Brother, as he has ma-
tured alongside Don Bosco in sharing, in the Da mihi animas,
in the warmth of his pastoral and educative charity, in the con-
tinual seeking after holiness: hence not as additional to the
working strength, but as an experience of God, lived in the
community and in the service of the young.

o' cf. Summarium, p. 187 , n. 768-771; p. 51, n. 199
n8 cf. C.P f. 730 t.
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4.2.1. The tigure of the Brother in the salesian community.

In Artemide Zatti's experience as a salesian Brother some
eminent characteristics emerge of this specific vocation, and we
are offered a particular grace to accept it, live it, and propose it
in our communities and formation activities.

The path lived by Artemide Zatti in the salesian vocation
calls for careful study because it is typical of the original source
to which we must always return.

We have already explained briefly how the first nucleus of
Brothers was formed around Don Bosco at the service of his
educative and apostolic mission: some of them came from the
ranks of the Oratory boys, others were mature laymen with a
leaning towards works of charity, who found in Don Bosco's
community the possibility of satisfying that leaning and in-
creasing it for the good of the young by many contributions in
line with the professional training they had already received.
In Don Bosco's environment they grew at a human, profes-
sional and religious level, and became real treasures, not so
much for the role they assumed, but rather for the educative
quality they displayed.

In this way, in the environment of the Oratory of Don Bosco,
and in the first salesian communities, the figure of the salesian
Brother was forged, with the characteristics that still remain
in the Congregation as an authentic expression of the charism,
albeit with the changes and adaptations that have taken place.

The Constitutions, at art. 45, present the essential elements
of some of these traits; they place the Brother within the one
salesian vocation and mission, to which he brings his own spe-
cific contribution as a consecrated layman, "a witness to God's
Kingdom in the world, close as he is to the young and to the
realities of working life",n' while the salesian priest "brings to
the common work of promoting human development and of
educating in the faith the specific quality of his ministry".so

nsc45
oo Ibid.
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The figure of the salesian Brother must be viewed in the
context of the consecrated salesian community with its many
rich qualities. In this connection I do not think it out of place
to recall what I wrote three years ago in the letter on our apos-
tolic consecration: The Father consecrates us and serud us,u'
which I consider of fundamental importance, under the sub-
heading of: The m.any gifts of our consecrated, community.

"The salesian community", I said, "is enriched by the sig-
nificant and complementary presence of the salesian priest
and the salesian brothers2. Together they provide an unusual
complementarity of enerry for witnessing and the educative
mission.

We may wonder what exactly the figures of the sale-
sian brother and the salesian priest demonstrate in the
experience and witness of apostolic consecration; what does
the lay character emphasize in 'consecration', and what does
'consecration' give to the lay state, both of them moulded and
fused by the salesian spirit? Similarly we may wonder what
the ministerial priesthood highlights in salesian consecration
and what the latter gives to the ministry.

The special value is not found in external additions of
status or categories of members, but in the resulting character
of the salesian community itself.

The salesian Brother "combines in himself the gifts of
consecration with those of the lay state".s3 He lives the lay
state not in secular conditions but in the consecrated life; as a
salesian religious he lives his vocation as a layman, and as a
layman he lives his community vocation of a salesian reli-
gious".u'

"To his consecrated brethren", declares the GC24, "he re-
calls the values of the creation and of secular realities; to the

5' Cf. AGC 365

"' cf. GC24 L74; C 45
53 GC24, L54; cf.236
un cf. The Salesian Brother, Rome 1989, n. 119
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laity he recalls the values of total dedication to God for the
cause of the Kingdom. To all he offers a particular sensitivity
for the world of work, attention to the local environment, and
the demands of the professional approach associated with his
educative and pastoral activity"uu.

In him professional skills, secular frelds of work, practical
forms of involvement show their basic orientation towards the
ultimate good of mankind, especially the young, and towards
the Kingdom. "Everything is open to him, even those things
which priests cannot do", but everything is placed in the light
of the radical love for Christ, polarized in the direction of
evangelization and the eternal salvation of the boys. t...1

Especially in certain contexts and in face of a certain way
of perceiving and conceiving the priest as a sacred or cultic
figure, the style of consecration of the salesian brother pro-
claims in a concrete manner the presence and communication
of God in daily life, the importance of becoming disciples be-
fore being teachers, the duty of witnessing to a personal expe-
rience of faith over and above functional or ministerial com-
mitments. t...1

In the salesian community clerics and laymen build and
bear witness to a model brotherhood, eliminating the separa-
tion based on roles and ministries through their ability to share
different gifts in a single project. This relationship is the
source of mutual enrichment and stimulus for a harmonious
experience, in which the priesthood does not eclipse the reli-
gious identity and the lay characteristic does not conceal the
radical nature of the consecration".uu

It must be said that the presence of the lay religious in the
Orders and Congregations is a common fact but, de-
pending on the origin, evolution, objectives and location in
the community, his appearance varies. It is one thing to be

* GC24, t54
'6 AGC 365, p.40 ff.
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born as monks and be spiritually "monks among monks", but
quite another to have heard the call to collaborate in a "pas-
toral" community, which places the sacramental relationship
with the Trinity at the highest point in the formation of
young people and the faithful in general. Certainly we are
not the only Congregation that considers its lay confreres an
essential component for its particular identity and mission.
Recent studies - including those undertaken by the Com-
mittee set up by the Congregation for Institutes of Conse-
crated Life, with the task of analyzing more deeply the "form
of Institutes" - have indicated that in each Institute the
figure and situation of the consecrated lay member must be
decided in conformity with each charism, giving due weight to
sociological and theological considerations in general, but
without separating them from the particular charisma and
mission.

For us in this connection, there has been a reflection put
forward authoritatively by the GC21,u' taken up by Fr Egidio
Vigand,u'and endorsed by the Constitutions.5e It explains how
the lay dimension traverses the whole of our life and family,
even to leaving a deep impression on our character: we are ed-
ucators, working in many fields of secular activity where man-
agement, administration and pastoral guidance are inter-
mixed. Included in our mission are secular commitments
which follow paths of human development such as work,
teaching and sport. Within the compass of the Salesian Family
and in our own works we work with lay people to quite a large
extent (cooperators, past-pupils, collaborators). For this
reason the religious community, and still more the educative
community, shows the countenance of the Church, the people
of God in human history.

* Cf. GCZI, Documento 2; The Salesian Brother, n. 166-211

'o Cf. The lay component of the salesian community, Circular Letter of 24 Aug:ust
1980, ASC 298

u'Cf. C 45; The project of life of the Salesians of Don Bosco, p.415-419
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And yet the point of attraction or our principal activity re-
mains quite clear: to place young people in a sacramental rela-
tionship with God, to reveal to them their condition as children
of God and enable them to live accordingly. In our communities
the lay dimension is fused in a unique manner with the pastoral
dimension and the priestly ministry, in which we all have the
task of representing and bringing to life once again Jesus Christ
who is the foundation of the community. It was Don Bosco's
wish that superiors should use their gifts of priestly ministry for
the good of the community through the exercise of the Word, the
ministry of sanctification, and the guidance of all towards the
goal of sacramental communion with God. This is why, ac-
cording to the Constitutions,uo Rectors, Provincials and the
Rector Major must be "priests" of their respective communities,
and not only guides or coordinators of activities.

The consequences are by no means insignificant, both as re-
gards the exercise of authority and the spiritual life of communi-
ties. The latter are not simply groups requiring technical coordi-
nation and management, but communities to be sanctified in
Iine with what Jesus did with his disciples, uniting them vitally
with the Father using all possible means.

But in this context, the Brother has no less possibility of
contributing to the sanctification of his confreres and the
young, of assuming important responsibilities in the educa-
tional field, or of following in a mature manner the paths of
salesian spirituality.

The Brothers do not lack opportunities for taking full and
mature responsibility, which have their effect on community
life and the apostolic mission. There are vast educative and
lay sectors which are necessary for overall pastoral work. The
vocation of the Brother is open to charity in all sorts of dif-
ferent forms. And these are the expressions of his consecrated
vocation.

* cf. C l2L
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This shows the very many ways in which the vocation
of the salesian Brother can be realized within the salesian
community. "The concrete possibilities of living the conse-
crated state in the Congregation are many and varied",u' as is
proved by the life of Artemide Zatti and many other confr-
eres. The lay characteristic of the salesian mission, attention
to poor youngsters and critical situations, sensitivity and
skill in the world of work, involvement in the social context,
the areas of commitment which occur in the missionary di-
mension among ordinary people and in social communication
- all these find, as they have always done, a particular ac-
cord with the vocation of the salesian Brother; they are
found in well known traditional roles, and are also open to
new forms and expressions, as is made clear by present-day
experience.

Salesian history teaches us that often the Brother has
been able to give weight and effectiveness to the commu-
nity's mission to the young and the poor by a particular con-
tribution, even on missionary frontiers. Think, for instance,
of the unique relationship that exists between dedication to
poor youngsters, trade schools, evangelization of the poor
and the salesian Brother. It is a many-sided contribution but
it is not undefined. Lack of definition leads to vagueness,
but the plurality of complementarity forces enriches the com-
munity and the mission. One should never think, therefore,
that humble tasks, that seem from a human point of view of
Iittle consequence, are without their importance. Earlier I
recalled Don Bosco's expression: 'A good doorkeeper is a
treasure for a house of education". It was the expression of a
man who well knew that education depends on the sum total
of all the relevant factors, and I myself could tell the story of
a doorkeeper who was a treasure in the far-flung "pampas"
of Patagonia.

u' GC21 301; FSDB 324
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4.2.2. Some particular points.

As I mentioned already, in speaking of the salesian Brother
it has not been my intention to deal exhaustively with all the
different aspects of his vocation and mission. Drawing inspira-
tion from the figure and experience of holiness of Artemide
Zatti,I have considered some elements which touch on the
identity of the Brother, his particular contribution to the mis-
sion and his place in the community.6' There are others that
could be analyzed at greater depth. I will now refer to one or
two particular aspects.

4.2.2.1. The lnstitutional form of lnstitutes.

What I said a little earlier about the presence of lay mem-
bers in numerous Orders and Congregations, has direct refer-
ence to the institutional form of the Institutes concerned. We

know that this is at present the object of discernment at eccle-
sial level. On the occasion of the Synod on Consecrated Life, in
fact, the suggestion was made once again that there should be
reflection on the relationship between the various charismata,
the figures of the members and the different institutional
forms of the Institutes (clerical institutes and lay institutes). In
the Exhortation Vta Consecrata the Pope spoke of an appro-
priate Committee to be set up by the Congregation for Insti-
tutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, for the
purpose of going more deeply in this context into the theme of
the so-called "mixed" Institutes.u'

With specific reference to this proposal and in relationship
with the work of the said Committee, the GC24 provided the
following guideline, in view of an updated reflection on the
"form" of our Society: "In the light of the Apostolic Exhorta-

6' On these elements of the vocation and mission of the salesian Brother, cf. also:

GC21,doc.2; Theprojectof lifeof theSalestansof DonBosco, p.415-419; Ilsalesiano
coadiutore. Storia, identitd., pastorale uocazionale e formazione, Editrice SDB - Rome
1989; FSDB, possirn

* cf. vc 61
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tion Vta consecrata and of the juridical developments now in
progress on the "form" of Religious Institutes, the GC24 con-
siders it important that a study be made of a possible "mixed"
form ofour Society, and that there be a deeper investigation to
see whether the innovations in such a form respond to our
charism and to the original project of the Founder".u'

We are aware that the above-mentioned Committee has not
yet completed its study, and hence we do not yet have any
authentic and definite guidelines. But at least we know that in
any case what will prevail will be the criterion of charismatic
frdelity in each Institute.

The urging, however, of the GC24 remains valid that the
matter should be taken up again when the results of the Com-
mittee's study are made known; they can enlighten our reflec-
tions in association with what has already been decided about
the aspects of our charism in preceding Chapters.

4.2.2.2. The salesian Brother and lay collaborators.6s

A theme on which I have often been questioned, in the con-
text of the GC24, includes queries of the following kind: What
place has the salesian Brother in the new operative model
made up of Salesians and laity? If the subject of the mission,
the operational nucleus, is composed of Salesians and laity,
what is the specific contribution or effectiveness of the
Brother? Does not the presence of so many lay people, who
share in Don Bosco's spirit and mission, render less meaningful
the presence of the Brother as an expression of the lay dimen-
sion of the salesian vocation and mission?

Let it be said at once that if we are going to put religious
consecration in parentheses, so as to argue in terms of roles and
actions, this not only changes the terms of reference but com-
pletely alters the dimensions. Rightly in recent times has the

* GC24, L92
* The GC24 dealt at length with this theme. Cf. analytical index under: Relation-

ships between Salesians and Laity; and specifically re Brothers in n. 154
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same Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and
Societies of Apostolic Life emphasized the triple condition in
line with which the Christian lives his union with Christ: min-
ister or priest, Iayman, consecrated according to a particular
charisma.

Here then you have the frrst substantial difference between
the lay religious - and hence the salesian Brother - and lay
collaborators: it stems from his identity as a "consecrated"
person, even though with lay connotations, i.e. how he lives the
covenant relationship God has established with him, and his
own rapport with God. There is no future for a religious who
does not express immediately, and almost emotionally, a tran-
scendent dimension - like an arrow pointed to the divine and to
Iove of his neighbour, which stems from the divine. It would be
a pointless exercise to look for the difference on the basis of
roles, importance or hierarchy. We should read again those
Gospel passages which speak of the service of the disciples to
others.

The weakening of the identity of the salesian religious com-
munity as the specific animating nucleus, or its merely func-
tional presence in the EPC without a witnessing role, could
lead to a leveling down of the consecrated salesian and the lay
collaborator to a practical equality, especially in their activities.
These are preoccupations which are evident in the following
expressions of the Chapter document: "The maturing in the
period following Vatican II of the lay vocation challenges the
SDB identity from the specific standpoint of consecration. In
some SDBs one notes sensitivities which give rise to concern:
(...) it seems to some that lay persons can now do everything
or nearly everything that the consecrated person does, while
still remaining a lay person; others think that the good they
can do as consecrated religious in a community which "limits"
their activities, they could do more efficaciously outside, as
committed laymen".uu

uu GC24,45
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To these preoccupations the GC24 replied by referring to
the salesian community and the Salesian seen as a member of
the community of consecrated persons, especially when
speaking of the "community of consecrated persons which is
the soul of the EPC"..' I myself emphasized the point at the
conclusion of the Chapter, when I declared that many partici-
pate in Don Bosco's charism, "but the latter is concentrated in
the SDB community in a special way by virtue of the force of
consecration, the community experience, the plan of life (pro-
fession), and total dedication to the mission".u'And in my re-
cent letter on pastoral work for vocations, inviting you to put
forward clearly the vocation to the consecrated life, I wrote: "It
is true that these lay people can contribute a great deal, but it
is equally true that Don Bosco wanted at the centre of his
Family a community of consecrated persons".tn

On the other hand, it is evident that no one can demand
that a man engaged in educative work should express only the
religious dimension. There are activities with valid secular
aspects which call for special skills, and they are distributed
among those qualified in this respect. But for the consecrated
person there is another and deeper dimension; his ideal of life
is the rapport with God that Jesus wanted for his disciples:
i.e. consecration as the reference point and paradigm of sanc-
tity.

4.2.2.3. The formation of the salesian Brother.

Another question that is often raised, and rightly so if it is
asked "with discernment", concerns the process and level of
the formation of the Brother. In effect, the formation and
qualification of the Brother remains the key to a meaningful
experience, a formation which renders effective his presence
and contribution.

* cf. Gc24,149-155
u, GC24,236
u'AGC 373, p. 41
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The argument needs to be treated sensitively, in the sense
that we need to be clear that spiritual, educative and pastoral
formation are the foundation of our vocation, while specific
technical or professional qualifications are related to concrete
and personal forms of educative activity. The Ratio, which has
been recently revised, with the contribution also of Brothers,
has addressed this point with due concern. And in the various
regions practical implementation can already be seen.

We can safely say that a quality formation, which gives
meaning to the Brother's vocation and also to his presence
and specific contribution in the mission, is the secret of the
Brothers' future. Among the Brothers presented earlier there
is a clear link between qualification and the daily practice of
educative and pastoral charity.

In this connection we have already traveled a fair distance
in the field of initial and ongoing formation, a process t}re Ratio
prompts us to continue.

The fundamental trend of the Congregation is clear in
what refers to every Salesian, brother, priest or candidate for
the priesthood, and must be responsibly applied by the
Provinces.

With regard to formation, the Constitutions say that "it
normally follows curricula of equivalent Ievel with the same
phases and similar content and objectives. The necessary dif-
ferences are determined by the specific vocation of each one,
by his personal gifts and inclinations and the duties of the
apostolate"."

In the Ratio are indicated the formation requirements for
every salesian educator and pastor, the criteria, content and
conditions for ensuring an equivalent but not standardized
formation; one that is specific and differentiated, so as to pro-
vide professional qualifications suitable for the mission, for
the many ways of participating in it and the capacity of the
confreres.

n,c 106
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Particular attention on the part of those responsible must
be given to the quality of the formation process to specific con-
secration formation; and to professional qualification and ini-
tiatives to support the process of ongoing formation. For this
purpose, in some cases it will be indispensable to have recourse
to interprovincial collaboration. The essential points must
never be lost sight of, nor allowed to take second place in the
Iife of young candidates or of mature Salesians. "We Salesians",
the Constitutions remind us, "form a community of the bap-
tized. Submissive to the bidding of the Spirit we are resolved to
carry out the Founder's apostolic plan in a specific form of reli-
gious life: to be in the Church signs and bearers of the love of
God for young people, especially those who are poor"." If we
ever lose this, our identity and our project go with it.

5. PASTORALWORK FOR VOCATIONS:
INVITATION TO A SPECIAL COMMITMENT.

From the reflection on the vocation of the salesian Brother,
in the light also of Artemide ZattT's experience of holiness, and
from the conviction concerning the effectiveness of his presence
in the salesian mission and hence in the Congregation, derives
the need and importance of a special commitment to the pro-
moting of this vocation at the present day.

If it is true that around our Father and other Salesians,
men of God, there has been a force of attraction which needed
neither manuals nor great organization, it is also true that his-
tory, through practical efforts and shared experiences, has re-
vealed to us different ways and conditions for the birth and
growth of this form of vocation, in view of the salesian mission
and its full realization - even to the point of sanctity. The
deeper study which has been done has shown up its originality,
its beauty and its efficacy.

,, c.2
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We must therefore seek to discover this gift where it
has been given, and to cultivate it. We must commit our-
selves decisively to vocational pastoral work, which includes
approach, contact and proposal. To recognize and welcome
God's gift is the first attitude to be adopted in all work of this
kind. We are convinced that the Spirit has raised up this kind
of religious in our community and continues to do so.

Of pastoral work for vocations as one of the primary obliga-
tions of our mission, and of its characteristics at the present day,
I spoke to you a few months ago in the letter " Nous is the
acceptable tin'Le" ," and the third part of the book "The Salesian
Brother" is dedicated to the same theme.'3

It is not my intention to repeat what you can find in these
two sources. I prefer rather, on the extraordinary occasion of
the beatifrcation of Brother Artemide Zatti, to ask from every
Province, every community and every confrere in the coming
years - beginning with the present one - a renewed, extraor-
dinary and specifrc comrnitment for the vocation of the
Salesian Brother, within our vocational pastoral work: in
praying for this, in suggesting and proclaiming it, in welcoming
it and following it up, in living it personally and together in the
community. The first reflection and practical application of
this must take place in the local context: in every house and in
every Province, and then at interprovincial and regional level.
A worldwide Congregation like ours lives in widely differing
contexts, just as the sensitivities, possibilities and perspectives,
even as regards those referring to the figure of the salesian
Brother, are diverse. Among the Superior Generals we often
come across this plurality in the vast phenomenon of globaliza-
tion, and we are aware of the importance of charismatic com-
munion without resorting to rigid models and standardizing
formation processes.

Z Cf. AGC 373

" Cf. The uocation of the salesian brother in salesian pastoral work for uocations,
inThe Salesian Brother, - Rome 1989, p. 133-161
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Commitment for vocations was proposed by some Provinces
as the theme for the coming Chapter. Even though it was not
selected as the specific point, it has its place within the capit-
ular discernment which will verify the conditions that can
foster a joyful experience of the vocation in the community, and
it is not difficult to foresee that there will also be reference to
the different forms of the salesian vocation.

I know that every time we reflect together on this vital
point, there immediately emerge challenges to be faced and
difficulties to be overcome.

A first and evident challenge arises from the small
number of Brother vocations and from their slow and pro-
gressive diminution in the Congregation, a phenomenon expe-
rienced in all Institutes, often in a still more serious form, and
in particular in lay Institutes. At the time of Artemide Zatti's
death, the Congregation was living an era of strong develop-
ment of the Brother's vocation, both as regards growth in
numbers and commitment to qualification. From this stand-
point the situation has undergone a profound change, as we
can see very clearly from statistics. They are indicators which
apply to the broadest context of the vocational situation, of
consecrated life, and of the various areas in which the Congre-
gation is present.Ta

The statistical aspect can be a consequence also of other
challenges or difficulties, which the above-mentioned book
on the Salesian Brother presents as follows: "There is a cer-
tain difficulty in presenting to young people the religious, spiri-
tual and apostolic physiognomy of the lay Salesian in all its
richness, in a manner which they can understand and may
meet their aspirations. Various congresses on the vocation of
the lay religious have sought to specify the causes for this: the
somewhat obscure role played by the lay faithful in the Chris-

?n It cannot be said however that there were no Brother vocations. The yearly av-
erage of Brother professions from 1990 to 1999 (10 years) was: first professions 57.3,
perpetual professions 32.8.
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tian community, the scarcity of models with whom to identify,
the "clerical" mentality of some religious communities, the
lack of distinctive signs about the lay religious, a history which
at times may have made him look like a secondary figure in re-
ligious families predominantly priestly in character, the line of
approach in the vocational apostolate, and the natural ten-
dency of young people to link vocation with religious service to
people".'u

In my letter on vocations I emphasized the present-day
difficulty of proposing the vocation to the consecrated
life. "Our society, and often the Christian community itself,"
I wrote, "does not have an adequate knowledge of the religious
life, so as to understand its meaning and value. Our way of
living the consecrated life has lost visibility and in several
aspects seems incomprehensible. This is something that be-
comes more disturbing in face of the growing presence of laity
in the Church and, for us, in the salesian mission".'u

These difficulties, of which we are well aware, far from
weakening our resolve should stimulate it and make it more
convinced. In this connection I consider most opportune the
words of John Paul II in the Apostolic Exhortation Vta Conse-
crata referring to vocational difficulties and perspectives:
"New situations of difficulty are therefore to be faced with the
serenity of those who know that what is required of each indi-
vidual is not success, but comrnitment to faithfulness"." It
is a matter of fidelity to our commitment: fidelity to God's gift
and to Don Bosco's project.

Our first attitude must be one of trust in God and of re-
course to him. In this connection I can quote some words
written to me by a Brother: "Today too resounds the call
'Come and follow me'. And I frnd it always a source of wonder
that even today there are young men who seem to lack nothing

" The Salesian Brother, n.165
'u AGC 373, p. 41
3VC63
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they would need for heading towards the priesthood, and in-
stead they choose to become consecrated laymen in the SaIe-
sian Congregation. And so in our pastoral work for vocations
we must have faith in this vocation which is complete in itself,
and pass on to others esteem for it as by osmosis, without any
forced comparisons or distortions in respect of the clerical
figure. We must be convinced that there are young men who do
not identify with the priestly model, but are attracted by that
of the consecrated layman. What are the reasons for this
choice? All reasons are insufficient: fundamentally it is a mys-
tery of Grace and freedom".

There are many ways for proposing the vocation of the
salesian Brother: recounting incidents from Don Bosco and
salesian history, presenting the Congregation's experiences of
the present day, bringing people into direct or indirect contact
with models, and deepening the lay character of vocation.

We know the conditions for ensuring a reawakening
of interest, for animating, encouraging and following up voca-
tions.

It is indispensable that we make known the vocation of
the salesian Brother by a specific and explicit presenta-
tion, which highlights consecrated life according to Don
Bosco's unique charisma and explains how it is realized in the
Brother and in the salesian priest. In this perspective can be in-
dicated the criteria for specific discernment, avoiding any
stereotyped decisions or those based simply on the absence of
requisites for the priestly vocation.

Such a presentation may be opportune, and sometimes
even indispensable in the "ecclesial" environment in which the
vocation of the lay Christian and hence of the lay religious -
like the salesian Brother - is often little known or indeed not
known at all, and this even in the context of the Salesian
Family.

But I cannot recall any well-founded salesian vocations
without the following four characteristics: the thought of God
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and desire for him, to the extent of giving him first place in
Iove and in the organization of life; attraction of Don Bosco; a
passion for the educative and pastoral mission to the young;
and the sense of kind, tolerant and generous complementarity
in the community, without any complexes about respective
status.

It is often said that the vocation of the salesian Brother,
though complete and significant in itself, is not easily per-
ceived, and this refers especially to his experience as a conse-
crated person, as an educator and pastor, and to the fact that
he is able to animate and communicate the values of the
charisma. This is a point that challenges every salesian and
every community in the present context and new 'working
model'. What can we do to get across to our youngsters and col-
laborators the basic motivations in our life which make it
unique, and stir up in them the desire to follow the same
path?" The answer can come from the fostering of our per-
sonal experience of life, from its communication, from the
quality of formation, and from the exploitation of those
forms of "visibility" that manifest the underlying signifi-
cance which we live and to which we give witness. We shall
also need to be attentive to certain forms of "visibility" of
which we are reminded by the Constitutions and Regulations,
such as the "responsible and effective participation" in the life
of the local, provincial and world community, the selection of
those responsible for government, and presence in Chapters
and the teams for formation and animation.Te

An organization or explanation which lacks authenticity
will evidently be useless. The interaction of persons required
for the practice of the preventive system, the welcoming and
attractive presence, the radical following of and witness to
Jesus Christ, the primacy of God and his love, are nowadays
more than ever the factors and motivations behind every reli-

ru Cf. AGC 363, p. 26

" Cf. C 123; R 169; FSDB 234. 284
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gious vocation. It is deceitful to base vocational appeal on other
attractions. Only a robust Christian formation can give rise to
the following of Jesus Christ. And, as is always the case,
anyone who receives this gift has the responsibility of making
it known and passing it on to others. Vocation is passed on by
direct contact. So it has always been among charismatic men,
and so it will continue to be through the beauty of this voca-
tion. The more convinced and serene are the confreres in
living their life in God, the more effectively will they be able to
attract others to their experience.

It is helpful if our centres of spirituality and ongoing for-
mation organize meetings and courses of study on the dif-
ferent vocations - lay and priestly - which make up our com-
munity and are the driving force behind our mission, each in
its own way. Such studies are not only useful for a deeper and
updated knowledge of our vocation, but are also a stimulus to
effective pastoral work for vocations. I have asked in partic-
ular the Province of the Middle East and the centre at
Cremisan to promote initiatives of this kind: the biblical as-
pect - in the land which has known the experience of the
Word of God made flesh - can open up significant perspec-
tives.

The intercession of Artemide Zatti
and the flourishing of vocations:
an outstanding testimony.

It will be worth our while to listen to one who has experi-
enced the efficacious intercession of Artemide Zatti precisely
with reference to the vocation of the consecrated layman, and
kindly made it a point to tell us of his experience. He is His
Eminence Cardinal Giorgio Mario Bergoglio, now Cardinal
Archbishop of Buenos Aires, who was Provincial of the Jesuits
at the time of the following testimony.
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I quote from the text of a letter written to Fr Cayetano
Bruno SDB, dated: Buenos Aires, 18 May 1986.

"Dear Fr Bruno: Pax Christi! In your letter of 24 February
you asked me to write something about my experience with
Bro. Zatti (who became a great friend of mine) concerning the
vocations of Brother confreres. [...]

We had a great dearth of lay confreres. I take as an example
the year 1976, when I first got to know of the life of Bro. Zatti.
In that year our youngest lay confrere was aged 35; he was an
infirmarian and four years later died of a tumour on the brain.
The next youngest was aged 46, and the next after that was 50.
The others were all of venerable age (though many still con-
tinued to work as best they could despite their 80 years). This
demographic picture of the lay confreres in our Argentine
Province led many to think that the situation was irreversible
and that there would be no more vocations. Some, in fact, won-
dered whether the lay confrere had any longer any relevance
among the Jesuits, because - looking at the facts - it seemed
that he would soon be extinct. Moreover efforts were being
made in various places to outline a 'new image' of the lay con-
frere, to see whether by this means a stronger appeal could be
made to young men to follow this ideal.

On the other hand the Father General, Fr. Pedro Arrupe
S.J., insisted strongly on the need of the vocation of the lay con-
frere throughout the Society, going so far as to say that the So-
ciety would not be the Society at all without lay confreres. The
efforts made by Fr Arrupe in this area were great indeed. The
crisis was not one of only a few Provinces, but was general
throughout the Society (in respect oflay confreres).

In 1976, and about September as far as I recall, during a
canonical visitation of the Jesuit mission in northern Ar-
gentina, I stayed for a few days at the residence of the Arch-
bishop of Salta. There, as we were chatting together after a
meal, Mgr. P6rez told me about the life of Bro. Zatti; he also
gave me a biography to read. His example, that of a complete
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Iay religious, made a deep impression on me. At that moment I
felt that I must ask God, through the intercession of that great
Brother, to send us some lay vocations for the Jesuits. I made
novenas and got our novices to do the same. [...]

At Salta on various occasions I had felt inspired to recom-
mend to Our Lord and Our Lady of Miracles an increase in vo-
cations in the Province (this in general, and not specifically in
brother vocations, as I did with Bro. Zattl). Furthermore I
made a promise that the novices would make a pilgrimage on
the feast of the Lord of Miracles if we reached the number of 35
novices (a number we reached in September 1979).

I come back to the request for lay vocations. In July 1977

the first young brother entered (he was aged 32, as a matter of
fact). On 29 October of the same year came the second (he was
aged 33)".

And the letter goes on, detailing year by year a list of 16

other lay-brothers who entered between 1978 and 1986. The
letter then continues:

"From the time we began to pray to Bro. Zatti 18 young lay-
brothers entered and persevered, with another five who left
during the novitiate or juniorate: a total of 23 vocations.

The novices, students and lay-brothers have several times
made the Novena in honour of Bro. Zatti, asking for lay voca-
tions. I myself have done the same. I am convinced of his
prayers and intercession for this intention, because the num-
bers involved make it a rare case in our Society. As a mark of
our gratitude, in the 2"d and 3'u edition of our Booklet of Devo-
tions to the Sacred Heart, we have included a Novena asking
for the canonization of Bro. Zatti.

Another interesting point is the quality of those who en-
tered and are persevering. They are young men who want to
be the kind of lay-brother that St Ignatius himself wanted,
without them having to be spoon-fed. For us the vocation of
the lay-brother is very important. Fr Arrupe used to say that
without them the Society would not be what it is meant to be.
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They have a special charisma which is nourished by prayer
and work. And they are a benefit for the whole body of the
Society. t...1 They are hard workers, pious, happy and level-
headed, of manly bearing and well aware of the vocation to
which they have been called. They feel a special responsibility
to pray for the young Jesuit students who are preparing for
the priesthood. They display no inferiority complex for the
fact that they are not priests, nor do they have any idea ofap-
plying to become deacons, etc.; they know what their vocation
is and that is how they want it to be. This is helpful, and a
very good thing.

These have been the general lines of my relationship with
Bro. Zatti on the question of Lay-brothers for the Society. I re-
peat that I am convinced of his intercession, because we have
prayed so much through him as our advocate.

And that is all for the moment.
Affectionately in the Lord and his Most Holy Mother,
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, S.J. "

This is a wonderful stimulus for us too to ask for the inter-
cession of ArtemideZatti for an increase in good and holy voca-
tions of Salesian Brothers.

Conclusion: our vocation to holiness.

Dear confreres, Iet us prepare ourselves to welcome the
grace and message given to us by the Church through the wit-
ness to salesian holiness of this confrere of ours.

The figure of Artemide Zatti constitutes an encouragement
and inspiration to make us sensitive to new areas in urgent
need of pastoral work at the present day, and especially to
prompt us to rethink with generosity and breadth of outlook
the presence of the salesian Brother, marked by the following
typical traits:
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- the determination to stay and work with Don Bosco in
line with da mihi animas;

- the living out of a total consecration, which has its imme-
diate and strongest expression in participation in the commu-
nity mission and in brotherly love;

- the continuous updating and untroubled development of
personal preparation as a means of doing good.

The occasion of his Beatification, which will propose him as
a unique model to our Family and the Church, emphasizes a
fundamental element of our life as consecrated persons at the
beginning of the third millennium: it is the priority giuen to
the spiritual dimension of life, a new consequence and
prophecy following from the Incarnation, which is manifested
in a charity capable of performing man's greatest actions. It is
the main prophetic form of Christianity: to surprise others by
our radical choice of love, fearlessly rejecting all ambiguity,
and fighting decisively against the evil which humiliates
people. Perhaps what is urgently needed today is not the foun-
dation of a large number of institutions for formal education,
but to revise the message transmitted by our personal and
community life as the gospel unfurled at the present day,'o and
as a prolongation of the life and actions of Jesus. In a word,
our sanctityl.

I cannot conclude without a reference to the presence and
role of Mary Help of Christians in the vocation of Artemide
Zatti and in his road to sanctity.

"I believe", declared one witness, "that the Servant of God
had a devotion to Mary Help of Christians that was matched by
few others,.at fu1d in the Positio we read: "To understand the
flavour of his love for Mary, one must go to his letters in which
he advises his relatives to have recourse to her (S, p. 2, p. 3, etc.),
where he declares that if he is in the Congregation he owes it to

, cf. vc 62
"' Summarium,p.270, n. 1080
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her (S, p. 17), where he recognizes that to Mary he owes his life
(S. p. 33) and where there are continual reminders to seek her
help and intercession (S. p. 15, p. 16, p.20 etc.)".8'

In effect, as we have seen, it was to Our Lady that he attrib-
uted his recovery from tuberculosis, and on this account dedi
cated his whole life to God in the persons of the sick and the
poor. Every day he honoured her by the recitation of the Rosary,
even as he cycled through the streets of Viedma, and he also got
the sick to recite it every day. Characteristic was his Marian
greeting on entering houses: "Hail Mary most pure".83

These are all signs which bear witness to the constant
awareness of the presence of Mary which sustained the Servant
of God in his mission, and from which he drew the faith and in-
spiration that prompted him to imitate the Good Samaritan in
the service of those in need. Realized to a wonderful degree in
Artemide Zatti - as it must be realized also in us - was what
our Constitutions say: "Mar5r Immaculate, Help of Christians,
leads us to the fullness of our offering to the Lord and gives us
courage for the service of our brethren"."

Dear confreres, may the Virgin Mary, our Mother and
Helper, support the pilgrimage of each one of us and of the
whole Congregation along the road to salesian sanctity for the
benefit of the young people to whom we have been sent.

This is the finest thing I can wish you, not least in view of
the GC25.

Affectionately in Don Bosco, J /.
* I lrr-Jh

"' Positio, p.229
* cf. ibid.
84C92



2. GUIDELINES AND POLICIES

A RENEWED AND EXTRAORDINARY COMMITMENT
FOR THE VOCATION OF THE SALESIAN BROTHER.

Fr Antonio DOMENECH,
Councillor for Youth Pastoral Ministry
Fr Giuseppe NICOLUSSI,
Councillor for Formation

In announcing the approaching Beatifrcation of the salesian
brother Artemide Zatti the Rector Major asks "from every
Province, every community and every confrere in the coming
years - beginning with the present one - a renewed, extra-
ordinar5r and specific commitment for the vocation of
the Salesian Brother, within our vocational pastoral work".'

Fr Vecchi devotes several pages in his letter to this task: he
refers to recent salesian documents, recalls the challenges and
difficulties of today and points out the attitude to be culti-
vated, the way forward and the conditions to be ensured. All of
this is in a context of the way of thinking about vocations and
an approach to them, and in view of an educative and pastoral
mission characterized by a vocational dimension.

To encourage a practical response to the Rector Major's in-
vitation we intend to briefly indicate some guidelines and offer
sotne practical suggestions which could help the provinces to
take up this task. Many of them have been suggested by confr-
eres, most of them brothers, who were asked to recommend
some practical working methods regarding the vocation of the
salesian brother.

A renewed commitment at provincial level to the vocation
of the salesian brother implies among other things: promoting

' cf. Letter ofRM in this issue, p. 48
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the involvement of every confrere, being aware of the vocation
and role of consecrated persons, decisively accepting the re-
sponsibility of making the vocation of the brother known, of
proposing, fostering and promoting it.

1. Making every SDB a convinced promoter of the vocation
of the salesian brother.

It might seem a superfluous comment, yet it is a necessary
task. Without knowledge and appreciation there cannot be
an adequate proposal of a vocation. The Rector Major in his
recent letter on vocations entitled "Nou) is the acceptable time"
wrote: "Vocation is an attraction. If the charism and the life of
the bearers and representatives at the present day is not, so to
speak, enticing, the conditions for raising up followers simply
fail."

This can also happen with the vocation of the salesian
brother: if we ourselves, as individuals and as communities do
not know sufficiently well and especially do not appreciate this
particular form of the salesian religious vocation, it will be dif-
ficult for us to communicate it and motivate young men to
follow it.'

For this reason a first requirement for relaunching vocation
work for the salesian brother is that euery salesian community
and euery confrere especially salesian priests, knows, appreci-
ates and ualues this kind of uocation.

In this regard the Congregation has provided us with au-
thoritative statements. It is sufficient to refer to the document
of the GC21 on "The Salesian Brother", the letter of Fr Egidio
Vigand on "The Lay component of the salesian community",'
the commentary on article 45 of the Constitutions' and, as a

' cf. Letter, p. 52
. ASC 298
' The Project of Life of the Salesians of Don Bosco, pp. 343-346
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synthesis, the book "The Salesian Brother. History, Identity,
Vocational Apostolate and Formation"s prepared at the request
of the GC22. These are all documents, some of them scarcely
known, which are available in different languages.

It should be the special task of the Provincial Formation
Commission to foster this knowledge in the context of ongoing
formation and also initial formation, not only at a doctrinal
Ievel but especially sharing among the confreres the different
vocational experiences and motivations in which the doctrinal
principles are embodied.

2. Promoting a meaningful vision/understanding
of the vocation of the consecrated salesian.

The vocation crisis of the salesian brother cannot be sepa-
rated from the loss of meaning which the vocation of the conse-
crated person has undergone in the Church. For this reason, a
proposal of a vocation to the salesian life requires, today more
than in the past, that the living out and the presentation of the
consecrated person's life is done in a way that is meaningful for
young people and that demonstrates clearly those aspects
which go to make up the religious life and does not limit itself
to those of ministry or function.

In this sense it would be useful to reflect on and so clarify
sonxe a.spects of the salesian uocational experieruce, which have
influenced the view of vocation and the arrangement of our
life and our activity; in particular: the centrality of religious
consecration to our identity, the special contribution that we
are called upon to make as religious in the context of the EPC
and therefore the relationship with lay collaborators, and
vocational complementarity in the SDB community.

'Editrice SDB - Rome 1989
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2.1. Being aware of the central place religious
consecration occupies in the salesian mission.

It is essential to be aware of and to highlight the funda-
mental ualue of consecrated life in the carrying out of the sale-
sian mission, which is an educative mission aimed at devel-
oping the whole person and with a strong secular element. In
it we must offer something new: "The salesian SDB, by his
very life, translates the Gospel into language accessible espe-
cially to the young; through the values of consecration he
raises questions and indicates possibilities of sense; through
his dedication he proclaims that the secret of happiness is to
Iose his life so as to find it again; through his style of life he
makes attractive the spirit of the beatitudes and proclaims the
joy of the Resurrection... ".6

If the centrality of religious consecration does not clearly
appear in the development of the salesian mission, it will be
difficult to make a meaningful and attractive proposal of the
vocation of the salesian brother, in which the gifts of consecra-
tion and the lay state need to be very closely linked. In his
Ietter the Rector Major declares: "There is no future for a reli-
gious who does not express immediately, and almost emotion-
ally, a transcendent dimension - like an arrow pointed to the
divine, and to the love of his neighbour which stems from the
divine".' One runs the risk of considering the salesian brother
as simply an additional helper in the work and not as a wit-
ness to a particular experience of God lived in community and
at the service of young people.'

Not infrequently in looking at the salesian vocation and in
presenting it we give the impression of concentrating on the
functional aspects leaving in the shade or taking for granted
or undervaluing those of the consecrated life. "If we are going

. GC24, 151

'cf. Letter p. 44
8 ibid. p. 35
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to put religious consecration in parentheses, so as to argue in
terms of roles and actions, this not only changes the terms of
reference but completely alters the dimensions....".'The speci-
ficity of the SDB vocation is lost sight of, the person of the
salesian brother appears less significant, and that of the sale-
sian priest loses its charismatic character.

2.2. Being aware of the specitic role of the community
of consecrated SDBs in the EPC.

A similar reflection can be made with regard to the identity
and the role of the SDB community within the EPC. The GC24
states: "Don Bosco wanted consecrated persons at the centre of
his work, persons oriented to the young and their holiness".'o
"The weakening of the identity of the salesian religious com-
munity as the specific animating nucleus, or its merely func-
tional presence in the EPC without a witnessing role, could
Iead to a leveling down of the consecrated salesian and the lay
collaborator to a practical equality, especially in their activi-
ties...".1' Such a mentality and such a presentation lead to the
vocation of the salesian brother being less clear and less signif-
icant: a vocation in which are found together the lay state and
the dimension of consecration. "Here then you have the first
substantial difference between the lay religious - and hence
the salesian brother - and lay collaborators: it stems from his
identity as a "consecrated" person, even though with lay con-
notations".12 He is a link between the consecrated persons and
the lay people within the EPC, and as such is able to carry out
educative and pastoral animation with greater effect. In this
area it is vital to foster and erucourage the presence and the
qualified actiuity of salesian brothers precisely as lay religious.

'ibid. p. 43
'" GC24, 150

" cf. Letter, p.44
,, ibid.
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In a correct ecclesiological perspective of communion and of
the specificity of gifts, and in view of a proper vocation pro-
posal, the particular value and role of salesian eonsecrated life
in the animation of the EPC should be reflected on and wit-
nessed to. The GC24 document will help us to do this.

2.3. Being aware of vocational complementarity
in the community of consecrated SDBs.

The figure of the salesian brother should be seen and above
all lived in the context of the community of consecrated Sale-
sians. Our Constitutions speak of "the significant and comple-
mentary presence of clerical and lay Salesians in the commu-
nity"." This statement of the Constitutions is not always
borne out in practice, not only because of the diminishing
numbers of salesian brothers in the communities, but espe-
cially because in our communities there is little sharing of the
specific vocational and spiritual experience of each one; and as

a result this complementarity is not made clear or is seen
merely at a functional and superficial level.

The presence of the salesian brother and his particular
spiritual experience enrich the life and apostolic activity of the
community. The brother confrere "reminds the priest members
of the values inherent in the lay religious vocation and recalls
them constantly to an active collaboration with lay people.
It also recalls to the salesian priest the vision of an apostolic
goal and ideal that is complex in its reality, because it goes
beyond priestly and catechetical activity in the strict sense".'n
But so that this can really occur in our communities there
needs to be a possibility for the communication and sharing
of the vocational, spiritual and specific apostolic experience
of each confrere. This sort of communication and sharing of

,,c45
'n The Salesian Brother, n. 133
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uocational etcperiences proper to each one of what we perceive
in the others that is helpful, enriching and encouraging etc.
needs to be fostered and encouraged in euery community.

To summarize: we can say that the challenge launched by
the Rector Major requires us to foster in every SDB a vision
and an experience of the salesian vocation that gives the
proper place to religious consecration, to the specific task of
the SDB community and to the complementarity of the dif-
ferent kinds of vocation, overcoming theological and charis-
matic views that are generic, weak and confused. To this end
it would be good for the Provineial Formation Commis-
sion to promote initiatives for studying, reflecting and
sharing on the main contents of the vocational identity of the
salesian brother from both an historical and a theological
point of view.ls This reflection can lead the communities to as-
sess how they live among themselves vocational complemen-
tarity, how they give witness to it and how they present the
value of consecrated life in the practical carrying out of their
mission, and to set out some working principles for a voca-
tional proposal that reaches out to the young and to lay
people.

3. Making the vocation of the salesian brother
known and proposing it.

"To recognize and welcome God's gift is the first attitude to
be adopted in all work of this kind",'u making it known is the
first task.

While avoiding pressurizing and every kind of psychological
pressure, it is essential, the Rector Major writes: "to make
known the uocation of the salesian brother by a specific and ex-

'u cf. The Salesian Brother, ch. 1 and 2
'u cf. Letter, p. 48
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plicit presentation, which highlights consecrated life according
to Don Bosco's unique charisma and explains how it is realized
in the brother and in the salesian priest"."

The relaunching of vocation work for the salesian brother
asked for by the Rector Major in every Province requires the
involvement of every confrere, and includes all the aspects and
all those responsible for animation at provincial and local level:
the Provincial and his Council, the animators of youth pastoral
and vocational ministry, those responsible for initial and on-
going formation, the delegates for the Salesian Family and for
Social Communication, retreat centres and centres for ongoing
formation...

In every Province and in all the different areas of provincial
animation there must be an assessment of the situation
and of vocational activity and the establishment of an
extraordinarJr program, which assists with the knowledge,
the proposal and the subsequent guidance of salesian brother
vocations.'8

The assessment will provide an opportunity to evaluate:

- the impact of our experience as consecrated persons in the
EPC and the perception of the consecrated lay vocation in
the various contexts in which we find ourselves;

- the presentation of the different kinds of the salesian voca-
tion and their relationship with other forms of sharing in the
salesian spirit and of collaboration in the mission;

- whether from the beginning of formation there is an ade-
quate presentation ofthe salesian vocation as consecration to
God for young people, which is expressed in a lay or clerical
dimension, or whether in fact there is too much identifica-
tion of the salesian vocation with the priestly vocation;

" cf. Letter, p. 51
T cf. The uocation of the salesian brother in salesian pastoral worh for uocations, in

The Salesian Brother, nn. 156-189
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- how the vocation of the salesian brother is presented and is
present in programs of vocational promotion and in forma-
tion programs;

- what knowledge there is of the vocation of the brother in the
different gloups of the salesian family and in the different
areas in which we work;

- what are the features to emphasize, in the different areas, to
propose the vocation of the salesian brother in an understan-
dable and convincing manner;

- with what criteria for vocation discernment we operate;
- in the various contexts of the salesian mission how can we

bring out and focus on the charismatic and apostolic contri-
bution of the salesian brother;

- whether those involved in vocation promotion and in forma-
tion are suitably prepared to present the vocation ofthe sale-
sian brother etc.

From this assessment e new planning process of com-
mitment in the area of vocations for each confrere and each
community can emerge. It is a question of a commitment
which can be expressed in a great uariety of ways: from
prayers to communication, from the proposal to accompani-
ment. The Rector Major refers to them in his letter on voca-
tion ministry and also in the letter devoted to the beatification
of Artemide Zatti.

There are a great number of ways, nteans and opportunities
for proposing the vocation of the salesian brother, within the
provincial program for vocations: "recounting incidents from
Don Bosco and salesian history presenting the Congregation's
experiences of the present day, bringing people into direct or
indirect contact with models, and deepening the lay character
of vocation." One can take advantage of ordinary or extraordi-
nary means and channels, simple or more demanding, as for
example the various means of communication (Salesian Bul-

* cf. Letter, p. 51
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Ietin, Newsletters, magazines, videos, web sites...), publications
of different kinds (biographies, experiences, testimonies, pro-
jects...) meetings, local or provincial days for providing infor-
mation, sharing of experiences, prayer, etc.

The presentation and proposal of the vocation should be
fostered in the different areas and contexls in which we op-
erate or to which we can have access: in church circles
(parishes, inter-congregational vocation teams, etc); in the
context of the Salesian Family and in other groups; in all our
own works (parishes, youth centres, groups, schools, Salesian
Youth Movement, etc.).

In the proposal one should avoid too great an identification
of the role of the salesian brother with the technical field,
paying too little notice to the aspect of educative and pastoral
activities. The specific criteria of discernment should also be in-
dicated, not concentrating on presentations based on stereo-
types or on the simple absence of the requirements for a
priestly vocation.'o One should be aware that a non-differenti-
ated salesian vocational proposal in many cases is in fact a
priestly vocation proposal.

A process to enable the salesian brother to be known is fo
make him suitably uisible, avoiding however, a presentation
that is not genuine." To this end, in addition to paying atten-
tion to personal experience of the life and its communication,
giving sufficient weight to those forms of "visibility" that
demonstrate a significance that is lived and witnessed to, can
be effective, for example:

- ensuring that the brother confreres themselves are the first
to make the vocation known and that they are the protago-
nists in vocation promotion, becoming qualified for this pur-
pose;

- having salesian brothers as members of vocation animation
teams, and present at vocation meetings;

'o cf. ibid.

" cf. Letter, p. 52
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- presenting the great variety of ways in which the vocation of
the salesian brother can be lived and the areas of responsibi-
lity assigned to him;

- bearing in mind the spirit of article 169 of the Regulations,
as the Rector Major himself recalls, not only with regard to
the composition of Chapters and Councils, but also in refe-
rence to the participation of the salesian brother at mee-
tings, and to his presenee in different areas and forums, and
to different kinds of contribution at different levels;

- avoiding the use of language ("Salesian Fathers") or ways
of presenting or refering to the community and to salesian
activity which lead to identifying or limiting it to the presence
and activity of the salesian priest...

The formation and qualification of brother confreres
remains the high road for a significant experience. "'We can
safely say", the Rector Major affirms, "that a quality forma-
tion, which gives meaning to the Brother's vocation and also
to his presence and specific contribution in the mission, is the
secret of the Brothers' future"." It is important therefore to
give priority to the formation - initial, specific and ongoing -
of the salesian brother; a formation that is strongly identified,
which underlines "religious quality" and spirituality that is so
challenged in a secularised society; cultural, educational and
professional preparation. In some cases this preparation re-
quires a generous and determined interprovincial collabora-
tion. Above all in certain contexts this formation will require
particular attention being paid to the specific vocational as-
pect proper to the brothers and to the candidates for the
priesthood.'3

" cf. Letter, p. 46

'?3 For the formation, v. tlne Ratio
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4. A more intense prayer for vocations,
in a special way for salesian brother vocations.

The eommitment to the vocation ministry of the sale-
sian brother is already a reality in some provinces. The task
assigned by the Rector Major constitutes for everyone an invi-
tation to intensify it and to give to it the highest priority.
It is a concrete way of welcoming the message and the grace
that the Lord is giving to the Congregation through the beatifi-
cation of Artemide Zatti, a pre-eminent witness to our specific
form of salesian religious life and the first brother not a mart5rr
to reach the honours of the altar.

We know that a vocation is above all a gift of the Spirit,
whom we need to invoke with a more intense personal and
community prayer. At the end of his letter, the Rector Major
invites us to this, offering us an example of its efficacy.'n

For this reason we propose that all the salesian communi-
ties should plan during this period of preparation and
throughout the year of the beatification of Artemide
Zatti a weekly oecasion of prayer for salesian brother
vocations.

In this way we want to feel ourselves united as a Congre-
gation:
- in thanklzg God for the gift of Artemide Zatti and of so

many other brother confreres who have lived the salesian vo-
cation with admirable fidelity and missionary zeal;

- in ashing the Lord of the harvest to raise up salesian brother
vocations in every province in order to give full signifrcance
to the salesian vocation and mission;

- in expressing our personal and community commitment to re-
ceive, appreciate and cultivate this gift.

" The prayer-formulas can be taken from those found in the Project of Life of the
Salesians of Don Bosco, as conclusions to the commentaries on articles, 4, 45, 106 and
1 16.
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In this special and more fervent prayer we can also involve
the other groups of the Salesian Family and the young people.

Here then are some practical suggestions to respond to the
call made to us by the Rector Major. To our confidence in the
Lord and our faithfulness in our work the fruit of new voca-
tions will not be lacking, nor in the first place the reinvigora-
tion of our own vocation.
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4.1 Chronicle of the Rector Major

As in the preceding period the
Rector Major spent most of his
time in the Luigi Variara commu-
nity of the Daughters of the Sa-
cred Hearts at the UPS, from
where he followed and guided the
affairs of the Congregation, reply-
ing to postal and other messages,
and receiving the members of the
Council who went frequently to
confer with him. He also received
confreres, sisters and friends. Pe-
riodically he returned to the Gen-
eralate.

26 March, Monday. Fr Vecchi
went to the FMA Generalate to
greet the Sisters. He gave a brief
address and explained the reasons
for the gifts he had brought them.

3-11 April. He was present at
the Generalate for a longer time
to preside at the meetings of the
intermediate session of the Gener-
al Council, at which the Vicar
General and the Councillors in
charge of Departments took part.
This session dealt with the follow-
ing themes: a first look at some
projects for the third millennium;
the preparation for the GC25; up-
dated information about new mis-
sions and missionaries; a reflec-

tion on some groups of the Sale-
sian Family, and particularly the
Cooperators; aproject for an'on-
line' IUS course of the salesian
system ofeducation.

6 April. The Rector Major went
to Turin for a medical examina-
tion by the eye-specialist Silvio
Grasso at Bruino. He used the oc-
casion also to meet the Valdocco
confreres.

28 April, at the UPS Fr Vecchi
gave to Fr Renato Butera an in-
terview for the section of the
ANSMag: "Of pressing concern".
The theme chosen by the Rector
Major was that of the salesian lay
people.

25 April. The salesian and aca-
demic communities of the UPS
celebrated the feast of the Vice-
province. Fr Francesco Cereda,
Superior of the Vice-province
presided, and Fr Vecchi concele-
brated with the other confreres.
At the end of the Mass he gave his
blessing preceded by a brief ad-
dress, emphasizing the Holy Fa-
ther's declaration that the third
millennium would mark a cross-
roads between humanism and
faith, between civilization and re-
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ligion. It was therefore a chal-
lenge and call to educators like
ourselves, who have the mission to
propose a pedagory leadingto this
new humanism. For this reason Fr
Vecchi recalled the importance of
our cultural commitment, and ex-
pressed the hope that many would
come from all parts of the world to
the Salesian University to prepare
themselves for the heavy work
that lies ahead.

7 May, Monday. The Rector
Major returned to the Generalate
where a meeting of the CISI was
taking place. He expressed his
pleasure and congratulations to
the Provincials that they were
studying the revised Ratio, of
which he highlighted the purpose:
to raise the level of initial forma-
tion from a cultural and theologi-
cal standpoint; to strengthen the
capacity of the communities for
ongoing formation; and to in-
crease the number of highly
trained confreres, so as to provide
personnel for our affrliated centres
at university level.

15 May, Tuesday. Feast of St
Mary Domenica Mazzarello. Fr
Vecchi celebrated the Eucharist in
the chapel of the community of
the Daughters of the Sacred
Heart, with the three Sisters of
the community and the Superior
General of their Congregation, Sr.

Rosa In6s Baldi6n, who was visit-
ing Italy. In a brief homily Fr Vec-
chi said: "Mother Mazzarello was
without any doubt one of the
greatest gifts received by Don
Bosco. She applied the salesian
charism to the feminine environ-
ment and enriched its spirituality
with feminine traits. We should
notice how Mary Mazzarello's per-
sonal contact with Don Bosco
brought about a change in her life.
She declared this herself when she
said that Don Bosco was a saint,
her sunt, and that she intended to
follow him. Something similar
has happened in the case of our
own vocation. Let us keep this in
mind in connection with our pas-
toral work for vocations: the at-
traction ofa holy person leads oth-
ers to God, who bestows his love
on them and touches their souls
from within through the Holy
Spirit.

21 May, Monday. The Rector
Major returned to the Generalate
for the meeting with the Salesian
Bishops on the theme: "Salesian
spirituality in the episcopal condi-
tion".

In the eveningVespers were cel-
ebrated with the confreres of the
Generalate, followed by a word of
welcome by the Rector, Fr Corra-
do Bettiga, in the name of the Rec-
tor Major.
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22lvlay, in the Aula Magna, the
opening session took place, at
which was present also the Moth-
er General of the FMA, together
with the Bishops and the General
Council. Fr Vecchi gave the offi-
cial welcome and explained the
reasons for the meeting (cf. n.5.3
of this number of the Acts). This
was followed by the prepared ad-
dresses and group work. In the
evening Vespers were celebrated
in the same Aula Magna with the
members of the community. Fr
Vecchi gave the Good-Night, re-
plyrng to the question: "What are
the feelings and reactions of the
Rector Major when another sale-
sian bishop is appointed?"

23 May. This was the very sig-
nificant day of the "Good Shep-
herd". It was marked by two
highly ecclesial events: the concel-
ebrated Eucharist in St Peter's
Basilica with Cardinal John Bap-
tist Re presiding, and the audience
with the Holy Father in St Peter's
Square.

After the audience the Rector
Major, and then the Bishops and
Councillors, were able to greet the
Holy Father personally and kiss
his ring. As the Bishops filed past,
Fr Vecchi remained at the Pope's
side to introduce them.

In the afternoon of the same day
the Rector Major and the Bishops

left for Turin-Valdocco to take part
in the feast of Mary HeIp of Chris-
tians.

24 M.ay. Fr Vecchi presided in
the Basilica at the solemn Concel-
ebration with the salesian bishops
in honour of Mary Help of Chris-
tians. At the Rector Major's side
was Cardinal Castillo Lara. This
was one of the most moving mo-
ments of the day, because of the
presence of the great number of
salesian bishops and especially the
presence of the Rector Major.

In his homily Fr Vecchi referred
to three items from salesian his-
tory and tradition: the picture of
the Help of Christians, above the
altar in the Basilica;the dream of
the two columns, described by
Don Bosco to his boys in the
evening of 30 May 1862; and the
event of the corusecration of the

first salesian bishop. Starting
from these three items, Fr Vecchi
highlighted "the fertility of the
Church from whose womb,
through the work of the Holy
Spirit, the Salesian Congregation
was born", and the "fertility of
the Congregation in serving the
Church through the salesian
charism", a dedication which
through a variety of commitments
"extends to the entire world, and
reaches even the highest service
of the episcopal ministry". FrVec-
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chi saw in the 104 salesian bish-
ops now living, six of whom are
Cardinals, "the mature fruit of
Don Bosco's ecclesial mentality".

In the afternoon the Prelates
went to Colle Don Bosco to visit
the boyhood home ofour Founder,
and the Temple recently enriched
by the restoration work and the
completing of the internal re-
arrangement.

In the evening, they took part in
the solemn procession through the
streets of Valdocco, accompanying
the Statue through thousands of
the faithful. With Cardinal Sev-
erino Poletto, Archbishop of
Turin, who presided, were three
other Salesian Cardinals (Castillo
Lara, Rodriguez Maradiaga e
Javierre Ortas) and the salesian
bishops. The Rector Major also
joined in the procession, deeply
moved by this exceptional event of
ecclesial and salesian faith.

25 May, Friday. In the morning
were blessed and inaugurated the
rooms of Don Bosco, restructured
and equipped with modern infor-
mational technolory which won
universal approval. After this the
final meeting of the bishops took
place, and was followed by a con-
celebrated Eucharist in the Basil-
ica, at which Cardinal Javierre
presided and preached the homily.
In the evening the Rector Major

and a group ofbishops returned to
Rome.

27 Nlay, Sunday. In the parish
church of Our Lady of Hope, the
Rector Major was present at the
ceremony during which the Sale-
sian Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez
Maradiaga took possession of the
church, assigned to him as his tit-
ular church, and at the same time
gave recognition to the Cardinala-
tial title of our church.

5 June, Tuesday. Fr Vecchi re-
turned to the Generalate for the
opening of the summer session of
the General Council ofJune and
July, during which period he
would spend more time at the
Generalate.

4.2 Chronicle of the General
Council

The Vicar General

After the winter session of the
General Council Fr Van Looy re-
mained as far as possible at the
Generalate, cutting down ab-
sences andjourneys to the indis-
pensable minimum.

24 February - 10 March. He was
in the Far East. In Japan he took
part in the celebrations for the 75'h
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anniversary of the first salesian
missionaries and visited the site of
the first foundation at Miyazaki.
In Korea he was able to visit vari-
ous communities and meet the
confreres and members of the
Salesian Family. He made a brief
stop in Hong Kong and was able
to visit all the salesian houses in
Sri Lanka.

11 March, Rome. He took part
in the Beatification of the Spanish
martyrs.

23 March, again at Rome. He
was present at the inauguration of
the new Korean College, blessed
by the Holy Father himself in the
presence ofall the Korean bishops.

27-30 March. He presided at the
Extraordinary Assembly of the
Generalate community in prepa-
ration for the GC25.

2 April. Fr Van Looy was at
Monteortone for a meeting with
the Rectors of the Venice and
Verona Provinces.

3-11 April. Intermediate session
of the Council, with the Rector
Major and Councillors in charge of
Departments.

2O-22 April. Meeting of the Na-
tional Presidents of Catholic Edu-
cators (IIMEC) at Rome.

22 (evenind - 28 April. He
preached a retreat at the Sale-
sianum to confreres and Sisters of
the Roman Provinces.

29 April. At Vercelli for the cen-
tenary celebrations ofthe salesian
work.

5 May. At Naples-Vomero for
the centenary celebrations.

2L-25May. At Rome and Turin
for the meeting with the salesian
bishops.

27 May (evening). At Testaccio,
to preside at the centenary cele-
brations of the salesian work.

3 June. Ravenna for the first
anniversar5r of the new parish and
oratory and for the inauguration
of the new road named "Via don
Carlo Sala", on which the new
work is situated.

5 June. Summer session of Gen-
eral Council.

The Councillor for Formation

The Rector Major has decided
that during this year there will be
a systematic presentation of the
Ratio SDB and the booHet Crite-
ria and Norms for Discernment in
all areas ofthe Congregation, and
that this presentation be made in
the first place to Provincials,
members of provincial councils,
and provincial formation teams.
The purpose is to launch a process

of getting to know and assume,
and then give effect to the guide-
lines of the Congregation in the
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field of formation. The principal
task of the Councillor and the De-
partment in this period has been
this presentation in various Re-
gions or to various provincial con-
ferences.

During the first six months
there have been meetings animat-
ed by a team from the Department
and those responsible at local lev-
el in the followingplaces: Brussels
from 2 to 4 March for the ten
provinces of the Western Euro-
pean Region; Campos do JordSo
(BSP) from 23 to 27 April for the
six provinces of Brazil; La Plata
(Argentina) from 30 April to 3
May for the eight provinces of
the South Cone; and at Quito
(Ecuador) from 9 to 13 May for the
fourteen provinces of the Inter-
american Region. These meetings
have fostered the knowledge of the
text and the frame of reference
proposed by the Congregation, to-
gether with an indication of the
formative priorities for the imme-
diate future and the beginning of
the process of wider diffusion of
the Ratio.

In the same period brief presen-
tations have been made in the in-
ternational communities of Rome
and in other parts.

In the provinces where there
have been these meetings, the
Councillor has been able to make

contact also with the formation
communities and formation
guides.

From 3-4 Februar;r, Fr Nicolussi
was also present for the celebra-
tions of the 122"d anniversary of
the foundation of salesian work at
Nice (France), the first work
founded by Don Bosco outside
Italy.

From 21to 25 March he made a
visitation of the international
community for priestly formation
at Cremisan (MOR), where there
are at present some 40 confreres,
students of theolory, from eleven
provinces. The project of the
work, which provides a good for-
mative service, needs verification
to specify the conditions of work-
ing and the forms of shared re-
sponsibility at various levels.

The Councillor
forYouth PastoralWork

30-31 January. Fr Domenech
met with the students of theolory
of the Crocetta, Turin, to reflect
with them ort "Pastoral work in
the salesian oratory, a fruitful re-
Iationship between the welcoming
of all and the serious formation of
the animators".

6-8 February. He presided at
meetings of rectors, parish priests
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and pastoral animators of the
Southern Province of Italy (IME),
during which he presented the
fundamental lines of salesian
youth pastoral work.

9-12 February. At Berlin he
took part in the annual meeting
of the European Team for Mar-
ginalization, which seeks to share,
deepen and coordinate experi-
ences of formation of educators in
works for young people at risk,
and prepare a process ofreflection
on the reality of immigration in
Europe and the salesian response
to it.

21 February - 1 March. The
Councillor preached a retreat to
Rectors and young Salesians of
Venezuela; he was also able to
meet the provincial council, the
provincial team for youth min-
istry the pastoral coordinators of
the communities and the anima-
tors of the SYM.

Meanwhile Frs Raril Rojas and
Tadeusz Wojcieszak represented
the Department at a meeting of
the European Consulting Group
(SDB) and Committee (FMA) -
from 1 to 5 March - on the school
and professional formation in Eu-
rope.

10 March. This was a study-day
organized by the Department with
the Institute of Spirituality of the
UPS, to analyze more deeply cer-

tain aspects of salesian spirituali-
ty and of pedagory in youth min-
istry.

11-17 March. At the Generalate
Fr Domenech preached the re-
treat for the chapter members of
the Roman Province.

6-12 April. He preached anoth-
er retreat for the confreres ofthe
UPS.

3-11 April. He took part in the
intermediate session of the Gen-
eral Council.

12 April. He went north to be-
gin the Extraordinary Visitation,
in the name of the Rector Major,
of the communities of Colle Don
Bosco and of Valdocco - Mary Help
of Christians (ICP).

27-30 April. Fr Raul Rojas, rep-
resented the Department at the
European meeting of the Salesian
Volunteer Movement at Benedikt-
beuern.

29 April. The Councillor re-
turned to Rome after the Extraor-
dinary Visitation, and a few days
later left for Ecuador.

4-5 May. In Ecuador he had a
meeting with the rectors, parish
priests and pastoral coordinators
to consider with them the funda-
mental lines of salesian youth
ministry.

6-12 May. He took part at Cum-
bayrl, with 250 representatives of
the different groups ofthe Sale-
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sian Family working in scholastic
education, in the second Meeting
on the Salesian School in. the
American Continent. The purpose
of the meeting was to "promote a
relaunching of the salesian school
in the American continent, so as

to provide a signifrcant response,
from an evangelizing standpoint
and as the Salesian Family, to the
challenges presented by a conti-
nent becoming ever more impov-
erished".

22-25 May. He took part in the
meetingwith the Salesian Bishops
in Rome and Turin.

27 May - 3 June. He was in An-
gola for a visit of animation, dur-
ing which he took part in the sem-
inar for the elaboration of a
process for the education to the
faith for the groups of the SYM in
Angola.

The Councillor
for the Salesian Family
and for Socia! Communication

A. SA,LESIAN FAMILY Sector

1. In connection with the Asso-
ciation of Salesian Coopera-
tors, Fr Martinelli realized the
following interventions :

. participation in Regional Con-

Srresses.'

- in Brazil - Cachoeira do Campo
(23125 March 2001) - for the
region of the Cooperators of
Brazil;

-in Chile - Santiago (2713L
March 2001) - for the region of
the Cooperators ofthe South-
ern Cone;

- in Italy - Rome (27 Aprll I 1

May 2001) - for the region of
the Cooperators of Italy and
the Middle East.

Each Congress had its own par-
ticular characteristics, in line with
the animation carried out in re-
cent years by the Salesians and
Daughters of Mary Help of Chris-
tians.

The general theme for all the
Cooperator Congresses was: Coop-
erators for the third millennium.
Autonomy and communion.

From the topics they dealt with,
it is easy to trace the lines of de-
velopment of the Association.

They wanted to face up to the
commitments stemming from the
Great Jubilee of the Church,
which could not be reduced to sim-
ple external celebrations.

The Cooperators wanted to
make a serious response to the
new realities born of the many ju-
bilee meetings: Laity, families,
young people, solidarity, responsi-
bility, etc.
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The desire in the Association is
to move decisively towards organi
zational, apostolic and juridical
autonomy. On the other hand
there is no intention to lose sight
of communion in the charisma and
in spirituality, with all the other
groups of the Salesian Family.
. various meetings with the Coor-

dinator General, the Central
Delegate and the Representative
of the FMA for the Cooperators
Association, in view of the meet-
ing of tlae World Council,22-28
July 2001, which has a lengthy
and demanding agenda. In line
with the regional congresses,
ways will be sought for bringing
autonomy and communion to
the level of the World Council.

2. There were fundamentally
three significant meetings with
the Past-pupils:
. at the level of the Confederal

Presidency.
On 17 April2001, a change was

announced in the person of the
Confederal Delegate.

Fr Henri Alen, who had been ac-

tively present in the Confedera-
tion for nine years, particularly in
the sector of the formation of the
past-pupils, deserves the most sin-
cere thanks ofall for the valuable
work he has done. His place will
be taken by Fr Mark Vellanganny,

of the Province of Madras, whom
we thank for his generous avail-
ability.
. at the level of the Confederal

Council.
An aspect that needs to be em-

phasized because it could become
a fertile seed: the Council has met
with those in charge of the FMA
Confederation for a deeper study
concerning possible collaboration.

The meeting took place on 2
June 2001, in an atmosphere of
great cordiality and sincere fra-
ternity. It proved verypractical as

a step to closer links between the
two Confederations.

Some months earlier (23-25
April), Fr Martinelli had already
been present at the European
Convention of the Confederation
of the FMA Past-pupils, called to-
gether to draw up lines of action
for the coming years.
. at the level of lhe National

Council for Italy.
From 8-10 June, the Councillor

for the Salesian Family had taken
part at San Giovanni Rotondo in
the National Council of the Past-
pupils.

Two elements came out very
strongly:

- the will to be involved in the cul-
tural project of the Italian
Church, by the offer ofthe typi
cally salesian characteristic of
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education, in the various envi-
ronments where the past-pupils
exercise their professions;

- the more explicit commitment to
collaborate in bringing to birth
a civil society more in line with
the needs of the young and the
world of work.
Among other meetings must be

recorded one on 11 May, with the
Salesians and Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians of Rome, for a
reflection on the Common Mis-
sionary Statement.

B. SOCIAL COMMUNICATION
Sector

The following items were stud-
ied during this period.
. the manual of the provineial

delegate for social communica-
tion.
At the end of the meeting at the

Generalate with the provincial
delegates for social communica-
tion in December 2000, it was de-
cided to prepare an aid to put in
the hands ofthe delegates.

The material collected together
during the meeting was abundant
and interesting.

In the time until Easter 2001, it
was organized and studied in the
Department. Then it was sent to
the delegates for their comments

in view of a second draft. They
have been asked to send in obser-
vations by the end of August be-
fore a further revision.

The manual is in three parts:

- formation and animation of the
social communication sector,

- internal and external informa-
tion regarding salesian experi-
ence,

- organization of the social com-
munication structures managed
by the Salesians.
In its final form the manual will

be made known to all the commu-
nities, so that all of them may be
interested directly or indirectly in
the theme of communication.
. the organization of a possible fu-

ture professional photogra-
phic agency, for the service of
the Congregation and of those
who may wish to use salesian
productions.
In the regional meetings with di-

rectors of Salesian Bulletins the
need emerged to make available
the vast wealth of photographic
material that we have at the Gen-
eralate, Mission Offices, Bulletins,
reviews, etc.

During various meetings be-
tween February and May, two
firms have been consulted which
specialize in the indexing and
archiving of photographs.
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A first project is being exam-
ined.
. the new style and structure of

ANSMag, of News7 and of the
Web-p.age.
Confreres who follow the prod-

ucts arriving from the Generalate
will have already noticed the in-
novations.

In the field of information there
are many salesian possibilities.

A more frequent dialogue be-
tween salesian communities and
their neighbourhoods, between the
Centre and the Provinces, between
experiences and reflection, will
be of advantage to Don Bosco's
charism.

Our steps of renewal are moving
in the right direction.

The Department has been en-
riched by new member, Fr Peter
Gonsalues of the Mumbai Pro-
vince, who has taken the place of
Fr Sagayaraj Devadoss.

. the manner of participation in
the extraordinary visitation
used by the Regional Fr Fedrig-
otti in the ICB for the commu-
nication sector of the Province.
On 16 February 2001a meeting

was held in Turin of the provincial
council of the IPC and the Coun-
cillors General who were to help
Fr Fedrigotti in the realization of
the Visitation.

To Fr Marttinelli fell the task
of carrying out the visitation of
the community of Torino Leu-
mann and the structures of social
communication present in the
province.
. the study of the preparation of

certain aids for provincial dele-
gates of social communica-
tion.
The Department has prepared a

great deal of material for the ani-
mation of provinces in the area of
social communication.

They include ecclesial texts with
the comments of provincial dele-
gates, reflections prepared by a
team from the Department on
contemporary problems of com-
munication, etc.

. the foreseeing ofpossible ser-
vices to be provided during
the GC25, in agreement and co-

ordination with the Moderator
ofthe Chapter.

Two other events figure in the
Councillor's calendar:
. the intermediate session of

the Council from 3 to 10 April
2001.
Among the items studied were

the Salesian Family and Social
Communication.
. the meeting of the Rector Major

with the Salesian Bishops at
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Rome and Turin between May
21 and 25,2001.

In conclusion.
25-26March. There was a very

productive meeting with the per-
sons responsible for social com-
munication in the Bishops Con-
ference of Brazil.

There was an exchange of views
and experiences leading to mutual
help in providing an efficacious
evangelizing presence through the
instruments of communication.

The Councillor for the Missions

28 January. Fr Odorico had a
meeting for missionary animation
in the Roman parish of Testaccio,
and then three days later cele-
brated the feast of Don Bosco at
the international mission offrce of
Madrid, Spain, where he had a
meeting with all the provincial
delegates of missionary animation
of Spain.

4 February. After a brief stay in
Rome he left for Hong Kong on
the first stage of a journey to Mon-
golia. In the provincial house he
had a meeting with the six mis-
sionaries recently sent to China,
and found that the province is
open to receive further help. He
also made a brief visit to the new

school at Shitan in mainland Chi-
na, where a fine new work is de'
veloping.

By way of Beijing Fr Odorico
reached Mongolia, accompanied
by the Provincial of Vietnam and
the Superior of the new Mission.
The latter has begun in excellent
fashion and anther four confreres
will reach Mongolia in August.

Returning to Beijing, he then
went to Yanji to visit the Don
Bosco technical school for a second
time. This year will see the first
graduation ceremony of 120 stu-
dents. It is the pedagogical and
salesian response to the needs of
Chinese youth.

After a rapid visit to Indonesia
to get to know the new missionary
work at Tigaraksa (Jakarta), Fr
Odorico returned to Rome.

18 February. He presented the
missionary Strenna for 2001 to
the Salesian Family of Piedmont.

25 February - 2 March. He
presided at Rome over the semi-
ttar "Salesian work in an Islamic
context": it was a meeting for the
sharing of experiences and practi-
cal guidelines for the orientation of
our work in this difficult setting.

4-9 March. The Councillor made
a visit of animation to the Brazil-
ian Provinces of Porto Alegre and
Recife, Brazil, with visits to mis-
sion stations, animation meetings
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with those in formation and the
Salesian Family, and with guide-
lines for an efficacious program of
provincial missionar5r animation.

l-1March. He presided at a day
of intense missionary animation
at Vercelli, where there is great in-
terest in world missions.

13 March. He left for Kenya
where he had a meeting with the
Provincial.

16-25 March. He was in Mada-
gascar and Mauritius. In Mada-
gascar he had a meeting with
those in charge of mission sta-
tions, and in Mauritius shared
with the confreres the positive be-
ginnings of the new work. He
then returned to Rome.

1April. He presided at Messina
at a day of commemoration of the
Salesian Martyrs for the various
groups of the Salesian Family: it
was a day of lively participation
and salesian fellowship.

3-10 April. Fr Odorico took part
in the intermediate session of the
Council.

lL-22 Aprl}. He visited the Vice-
province of Zambia, to see the
works in Malawi, and especially
the mission of Nkhotakota, and
the two foundations in Namibia,
now well developed. In Zambia it-
selfhe preached the retreat to the
members of the provincial chapter
at Lusaka.

22-25 ApriL He made a brief
visit to Mozambique, in particular
to see the new foundation at Tete.
With the return to a stable state
of peace, the work in Mozambique
is growing and becoming consoli-
dated.

5-7 maggio. The Councillor
made a visit of animation (includ-
ing meetings with confreres in for-
mation, and animators of mission-
ary groups) to the Province of
Chile. tr'rom there he went on to
Peru to visit the new mission of
San Lorenzo in the Amazonian
area: it has begun extremely well
and completes the international
nature of the salesian work in the
Amazonian missions.

16-19 May. He presided at New
Rochelle at the meeting of the var-
ious Mission Offices for the de-
tailed examination of all the pro-
jects in preparation or already in
execution.

2l-25May. He was back in Italy
for the meeting with the Salesian
Bishops.

1-3 June. Fr Odorico visited
Kosovo with the Provincial of the
IME and the Delegate for Albania,
to take stock of the new work at
Pristina. Meetings at various lev-
els give us hope that all is going
well and that soon there will be al-
so at Pristina an institute for the
training of young workers.
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After brief visits to Tirana and
Scutari, he returned to Rome for
the summer session of the Gener-
al Council.

The Economer Genera!

During the winter session of the
Council Fr Mazzali took part in
the Forum, organized by the Past-
pupils of Piedmont on the theme
of the new economy.

1-9 February. The Councillor
was in Ethiopia for the celebra-
tion of the 20'h anniversary of
salesian work in Ethiopia and Er-
itrea, and also to preach the re-
treat to the members of the
provincial chapter at Debre Zeit.
After the retreat he presided in
the house of Mekanissa, Addis
Ababa, at the concelebration for
the opening of the provincial
chapter and took part in the pre-
liminary session. While he was in
Ethiopia he was also able to visit
the salesian work at Zway.

11 February. After returning to
Rome he presided at the Eucharist
introducing the course at the Gen-
eralate of the FMA for provincial
economers from many parts of the
world.

15-17 February. At the Salesian
Generalate, together with the col-
laborators of his Department, he

presided at the meeting of provin-
cial economers of the CISI.

3 March, Saturday. He was at
Colle Don Bosco for the inaugural
concert on the new organ of the
upper Temple.

4-8 March. He preached the re-
treat to the members of the
provincial chapter of the Vice-
province of Sardinia.

Some commitments pro-
grammed for the month of March
had to be postponed because of a
road accident in which he was in-
volved on l-3 March.

18-20 April. After the interme-
diate session of the Council, to-
gether with Fr Baptist Personeni
he presided at the meeting of
provincial economers of the Inter-
american region at the provincial
house of Guadalajara, Mexico.

25 April. He shared the joy of
the feast of the Salesian Family of
the Adriatic Province at Loreto,
and spoke to the group of the re-
lationship between entrepreneur-
ship and the salesian charism.

29 April - 1 May. Fr Mazzali
preached a retreat to the anima-
tors and youngsters of the Don
Bosco Oratory of the parish of the
Sangano Martyrs.

11-16 May. He made his delayed
visit to Slovakia, during which he
was able to visit almost all the
salesian works of that country.
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After the meeting of the Sale-
sian Bishops, accompanied by
Fr Mario Sala, he presided at
the meeting of the provincial
economers of BEN, GBR, IRL (+
Malta) and OLA at Stockport in
the provincial house of Great
Britain.

The Regional Councillor
for Africa and Madagascar

Fr Antonio Rodriguez dedicated
the four months of this period to
the Extraardinary Visitatioru of the
Central Africa Prouince (AFC).

27 Jants.ary. He left Rome for
Rwanda to begin the Visitation in
the provincial delegation of Rwan-
da, Burundi and Goma, with 11
communities of which two are for-
mation communities.

He celebrated the feast of Don
Bosco at Goma with the two sa-
lesian communities there, with
all our traditional elements: the
Eucharist, an academy, sporting
events and a shared meal. More
than a thousand youngsters gath-
ered for the feast.

After Goma, the Councillor con-
tinued with the visitation of the
other communities in Rwanda and
Burundi.

B February. He was able to par-
ticipate in the solemn act of clo-

sure of the celebrations for the
centenary of evangelization in
Rwanda and of the celebrations of
the Jubilee Year 2000. Cardinal
Roger Etchegaray, the special
envoy of the Pope, presided at
the celebration in the Amahoro
("Peace") Stadium, and two days
later came to visit the salesian
work at Gatenga. He was accom-
panied by the Apostolic Nuncio
and the Archbishop of Kigali, and
was received in the usual youth-
ful salesian style with singing,
dancing and acrobatics.

24 February. The Councillor
held a meeting with the Delega-
tion Council to pass on his im-
pressions on the visitation and
then left for Rome.

At Rome, at the Generalate, he
took part in the meeting of SDBs
and FMAs workingin countries of
a mainly Islamic religion and cul-
ture. It was an interesting experi-
ence which highlighted once again
the missionary and educative spir-
it of our confreres and sisters, who
are well aware that salesian edu-
cation is a platform of dialogue
which is needed and even essen-
tial in the variety of cultures and
religions in the midst of which we
work. The meeting ended on 2
March.

3 March. The Regional left for
Lubumbashi via Johannesburg.
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5 March. He began the visita-
tion ofthat part ofthe province.
It kept him busy until 16 May,
when it concluded with a two-day
meeting with the provincial coun-
cil for the exchange of impres-
sions.

During this period he was pre-
sent for the inauguration of the
provincial chapter (16 April), and
for some other significant mo-
ments for the province: the Sale-
sian Family study-day, and the
closing of the Salesian Games.

Despite the difficulties in travel-
ing and moving about, the coun-
cillor was able to visit all the hous-
es, meet the Bishops of the dioce-
ses in which we are working, and
speak individually with all the
confreres of the province.

20 May. He traveled by road to
Zambia for a brief visit of anima-
tion.

24May. He moved on to Zim-
babwe, where he remained for a
week; from there he also visited
the new salesian foundation at
Tete in the Delegation of Mozam-
bique.

30 May. He returned to Rome
for the plenary session of the Gen-
eral Council..

The Regional Councillor
for Latin America - South Cone

After the winter session of the
Council Fr Baruffi left for Porto
Alegre, Brazil, to spend a few days
with his family.

18 February. He began t};.e Ex-
traordinary Visitation of the Pro-
uince of Paraguay,vuith a meeting
with the Provincial and provincial
council at Asunci6n.

24Mar.ch The visitation ended
with a further meeting with the
Provincial, provincial council and
rectors to reflect together on the
situation of the province.

26 March. The Councillor be-
gan the Extraordinary Visitation
of the La Plata Prouince of Ar-
gentina. After an initial meeting
with the Provincial and provincial
council, he began the visitation by
meeting the confreres of the pro-
vince who were in houses in the
Province of Buenos Aires.

22-28 April. The visitation was
interrupted to allow the Regional
to take part in the meeting at
Campos do JordSo, Brazil, orga-
nized by the Formation Depart-
ment for the first presentation of
the new Ratio. While there he
presided over a meeting of the
CISBRASIL (Brazilian Provincial
Conference).

30 April-4 May. He was also
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present at the meeting for the
presentation of the Ratio to the
Salesians of the CISUR (South-
ern Provincials Conference) and
presided at a meeting of the same
Conference.

18 May. The visitation of the La
Plata Province ended with a series
of meetings: with the Provincial
and provincial council, with the
rectors, and with the confreres of
the province, for the communica-
tion of some general indications.

20 May. Fr Baruffi returned to
Rome to take part in the meeting
with the Salesian Bishops and to
celebrate with them the feast of
Mary Help of Christians at Turin.

The Councillor
for the lnteramerican Region

After the winter session of the
Council, Fr Chavez left for Mexi-
co City, to preside at the Eu-
charist for the inauguration ofthe
new Provincial, Fr Luis Rolando
Valerdi. He stayed a few further
days in the province for a series of
meetings. He then spent a few
days of rest with his family at
Saltillo.

5 February. He left for Bolivia
to begin the Extroardinary Visita-
tion, which continued until 28
April. The visit coincided with the

solemn funeral of Fr Dante Inv-
ernizzi, who died in Italy on 29
January but had asked to be
buried in the salesian cemetery at
La Muyurina. At the end of the
visitation of the missiona4r com-
munity of Sagrado Coraz6n, Fr
Chavez received the news of the
unexpected death of one of his
nephews He takes this opportu-
nity to thank (also in the name of
his family) all who expressed their
condolences and offered prayers
on this sad occasion.

29 April - 4 May. The Regional
moved to Lima for a visit of ani-
mation to the Province of Peru,
which was still rejoicing at the ap-
pointment of the Vice-Provincial
(Fr Elio P6rez) as Bishop of the
Juli Prelature. While in Peru, Fr
Chavez greeted the participants in
the First National ADMA Con-
gress, held a meeting with the
provincial council, took part in a
meeting of the Brothers of the
province, spoke personally with
various confreres, and visited all
the houses of formation and the
works in the Lima area. He vras
well impressed by the progress in
the building of the Sanctuary of
Don Bosco at Rimac, where sale-
sian work in Peru first began.

5 May. The Regional moved on
to Quito for the meeting on The
salesian School in America, and,
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subsequently for the meeting for
the presentation of the new edition
of the Ratio. For the frrst meeting
he could remain only two days, for
the opening event and to preside
at the Eucharist. For the meeting
on the Ratio, however, he was
there all the time with Fr Nico-
lussi and the Provincials of the
Region, with also the provincial
delegates for formation and one
or more of the Rectors of forma-
tion communities. The meeting
was very productive thanks to the
splendid work of Frs Nicolussi
and Mario Llanos, who were a
great help in getting to know the
content of the Ratio and, how to
apply it in the government of the
province and in formative prac-
tice. The participants were well
integrated, as also were the group
reflections and the discussions in
assembly.

16-18 May. Fr Chavez made a
visit of animation to the Province
of Medellin. While there he met
Fr Camillo Castrell6n who, from
being Provincial of Bogot6, had
been appointed Bishop of the Dio-
cese of Tibri. He also had a meet-
ingwith the provincial council and
visited the houses of formation
and the new foundation in Arme-
nia for the benefit of youngsters
orphaned by the earthquake of
1998 and of street-children.

19-25 May. While the meeting
with the Salesian Bishops was go-
ing on in Italy, the Regional was
launching, at the Rector Major's
request, the consultation in Bo-
got6 for the appointment of a new
Provincial. Originally he had in-
tended to visit the Cuba commu-
nities, but was obliged to change
his program. From Bogot6 he
passed once again through Mexico
to take part in two family events
and make a brief visit of animation
to the Guadalajara Province.

3 June. Fr Chavez finally re-
turned to Rome.

The Councillor
for the Australia-Asia Region

2 February. Fr Joaquim D'-
Souza began the Extraord,inary
Visitation of the Prouince of Ban-
galore (INK), with a meeting with
the provincial council, after which
the visitation proceeded in accor-
dance with a plan agreed with the
Provincial. He visited first the
main houses of formation, i.e. the
theologate "Kristu Jyoti College"
at Bangalore and the post-novi-
tiate at Aluva, since the time was
near for the examinations and
summer vacation.

1-3 March. The Councillor in-
terrupted the visitation to go to
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Madras to preside at a meeting of
the Indian Provincial Conference,
which examined the work of coor-
dination and animation carried
out by the Conference in the last
five years, and its effect on the
Provinces and salesian communi-
ties of India.

3l March - 3 April. Another in-
terruption was necessa4/ to travel
to Yemen to meet the four mis-
sionaries from the Bangalore
Province who have been working
for the past ten years in various
parts of that country, at the re-
quest of the Vicar Apostolic of
Arabia, Mgr. John Baptist Gre-
moli, as chaplains to the Mission-
aries of Charity of Mother Teresa,

and as parish priests for the local
faithful, made up largely of for-
eign workers.

The Extraordinary Visitation
was to have concluded on 24May
with the first profession of the
novices in the novitiate of Padi-
vayal in the State of Kerala. But
the tragedy of 15 May in another
novitiate, that of Ngarian in Im-
phal in the State of Manipur,
where three Salesians were bru-
tally assassinated, caused a
change of program. The visitation
was therefore concluded on 22
May, and the Regional went to
Dimapur to receive the profession
of the twelve novices whose lives

were saved by the martyrdom of
their superiors. He also took part
in a meeting of confreres, who had
assembled for the professions, to
consider the resulting situation
more deeply and take the neces-
sary steps to safeguard the lives of
confreres in places more exposed
to the danger of terrorists.

After a brief rest with his family,
the Regional then returned to
Rome for the summer session of
the General Council.

The Gouncillor
for the West Europe Region

Fr Filiberto Rodriguez spent the
first part of February in Mexico,
where he took part in the celebra-
tions for the Golden Jubilee of the
salesian work in Puebla de los An-
geles; he then preached a retreat
for the Rectors of the two Mexican
provinces, visited the formation
houses of both provinces and a
good number of other works in the
Province of Guadalajara.

Returning to Spain, he went to
Huesca where, in preparation for
the coming centenary of salesian
work in that city, he gave a con-
ference on the reality of the Con-
gregation in today's world, em-
phasizing the social and evange-
lizing character ofits activities for
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the benefit of young people in
need.

He concluded the month of Feb-
ruary by preaching another re-
treat, this time to the rectors of
Portugal, which was open also to
other confreres and salesian sis-
ters.

1-5 March. He was at Brussels
for the meeting of the West Euro-
pean Region. The theme of the
meeting was the presentation of
the new-Eo/lo by Fr Nicolussi and
the members of his Department.

11 March. Fr Filiberto had the
joy of celebrating with the Holy
Father in St Peter's Square for the
beatification of Fr Jos6 Calasanz
and companions, martyrs of the
Spanish civil war. We hope that
the beatification may soon take
place of all the Salesians whose
cause for martyrdom has been rec-
ognized and whose Causes have
reached their conclusion.

13 March - 13 May. He carried
out the Extraordinary Visitation
ofthe Prouince ofC1rdobo (Spain).
He noted the vitality of the Sale-
sian Family, the good organization
of salesian pastoral work, and the
deep educative, social and pastoral
approach of the individuals and
teams working in the different
salesian foundations..

2l-25 May. He was present with
the Rector Major and other Coun-

cillors at the meeting of the Sale-
sian Bishops in Rome and Turin.

The last week of May he spent
in Spain. He presided over the
Governing Council for the Mis-
sions Office and had meetings
with various confreres in houses
which depend on the Iberian Con-
ference, to make arrangements in
the various communities for the
coming pastoral year.

3 June. He returned to Rome
for the summer session of the
General Council.

The Councillor
for the North Europe Hegion

4 February - 26 March. In this
period Fr Albert Van Hecke car-
ried out the Extranrdinary Visita-
tion of the Prouince of the Czech
Republic. He was also able to meet
various groups of Salesian Coop-
erators and Friends ofDon Bosco,
the communities of the FMA, and
various Bishops of Bohemia and
Moravia.

He was able to hear about the
"blind salesianity" during the
clandestine period, got to know
the reality with which the confr-
eres of the present day are carry-
ing out the salesian mission with
courage and total dedication, es-
pecially in youth centres and
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parishes, where they find them-
selves often in the "front line",
bringing back lapsed Catholics to
the Church.

He noted the vitality of the
Salesian Youth Movement, and
gratefully recalls the meetings
with confreres in initial formation
at Sebranice and at Cesk6 Bude-
jovice. He also emphasized the
missionary work in Bulgaria
where the confreres are at the
service of the Bishop of the
Byzantine rite and make a con-
siderable contribution to ecu-
menical dialogue.

26 March. The Regional re-
turned to Rome for a few days.

l April - 19 May. He carried out
the Extraordinary Visitation of
the Slouene Prouince.

In addition to personal talks
with the confreres, this period has
served to highlight the effort be-
ing made by the province to re-
structure the present works while
being open to new initiatives and
foundations for the benefit ofthe
young, The Visitor noted particu-
Iarly the robust "school for ani-
mators" and the many sugges-
tions for the use of free time.

The program for the Visitation
provided an opportunity to meet
Slovene confreres in the "diaspo-
ra" in Serbia, at Muzlja in Vojvo-
dina and at Belgrade; at Podgori-

ca in Montenegro and at Pristina
in Kosovo. In all these places the
population has been wounded by
recent wars; they are poor peo-
ple longing for peace, justice and
the possibility of access to human
and Christian development. Our
work is truly significant from a
salesian standpoint, situated as
we are among Catholic minori-
ties, but open to all youngsters
whatever be their ethnic origin or
religion.

12-15 May. Fr Van Hecke
presided at Prague at the annual
meeting of the Prouincials of the
Northern Ewropean Region. The
meeting, which had in mind the
preparation for the coming Gen-
eral Chapter, had as its theme:
The salesian communiiy. It took
stock of what the provinces had
done to prepare for the GC25, re-
flected on some guidelines for the
salesian community proposed by
Fr Stefan Turansky (SLK), did a
verification of the Congregation's
structures of central government,
and exchanged some significant
experiences concerning the life of
the Provinces.

Returningto Rome, the Region-
al was able to be present for part
of the meeting of Salesian Bish-
ops, and from 31 May to 4 June
spent a few days with his family in
Belgium.
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The Regional Councillor
for ltaly and the Middle East

12-15 January. Fr Fedrigotti
took part in a meeting of the CISI
Presidency.

27-29 Jantary. He visited
Corigliano Calabro and the local
youth pastoral centre which rep-
resents, with Lamezia Terme, the
effort of the CISI to collaborate
with the Southern Province in the
Italian " mezzogiorrto" .

4-10 February. At Brescia he
preached a retreat to the students
of philosophy at Nave.

12 February. He began the Ex-
troardinary Visitation of the Spe-
cial Circumscription of Piedmont
and the Valle d'Aosta, which will
continue until the end of next No-
vember.

4 April, he took part in the
ROME-CEI session of the Nation-
aI Centre for the Catholic School.

21April. At the Crocetta, Turin,
he conferred the ministries of
Reader and Acolyte on various
candidates, and in the afternoon,
took part in the priestly ordina-
tion ofthe deacons, conferred by
Cardinal Severino Poletto.

25 April. At Vercelli he presided
with Fr Luigi Testa at the feast of

the provincial community, cele-
brated on the occasion ofthe cen-
tenary of the local Oratory which
was founded by the diocesan
priest Fr Lorenzo Rossi, who has
the merit of having brought the
Salesians to the city.

28 April - 1 May. He took part at
the Generalate in the Regional As-
sembly for Italy and the Middle
East ofthe Salesian Cooperators,
during which took place the elec-
tion of the new Regional Consul-
tor, Enrico Sacchi.

10 May. He was again at the
Generalate for a meeting of the
Missionary Consulting Group,
and in the afternoon for a meet-
ing of the CISI, at which Frs
Chrys Saldanha and Mario Co-
moglio, led the assembly to a
deeper understanding of the new
Ratio.

23-25May. Fr Fedrigotti was at
Valdocco with the Rector Major
and the Salesian Bishops to par-
ticipate in the various events of
those days.

3 June. At Cairo-Eliopolis he
represented the Rector Major at
the episcopal ordination of Mgr.
Bausardo, the new Vicar Apostolic
for the Latin faithful of Alexan-
dria, Eliopolis and Port Said.



5. DOCUMENTS AND NEWS ITEMS

5.1 Decree on the miracle for the
Beatification of the Salesian
Brother Artemide Zatti

We print below, in an English
translation, the Decree " regarding
the miracle" promulgated by the
Congregation for the Causes of
Saints for the approual of the mir-
acle q.ttributed to the intercession
of the Venerable Artemide Zatti in.

uiew of his Beatification.

CONGREGATION FOB TIIE
CAUSES OF SAII{TS

DIOCESE OF VIEDMA

BEATIFICATION AND CANONIZATION

OF THE VENER"q,BLE SERVANT OF GOD

ARTEMIDE ZATTI
PROFESSED I,AY BROTHER

OF THE SOCMTTT
or SarNr Fnaxcls oF SALES

(1880-1951)

DECREE REGARDING THE MIRACLE

The Venerable Servant of God
Artemide Zatti was born on L2 Oc-
tober 1880 in the town ofBoretto,
in the Province of Reggio Emilia.
After emigrating to Argentina
with his family he began to work
in a brickworks, to regularly at-
tend the local parish and help the
parish priest. When he was twen-
ty he joined the Society of Saint
Francis de Sales. After being
asked to care for a priest suffering

from tuberculosis, he contracted
the disease and was sent to the
mission hospital at Viedma.
There, after being restored to
health, he devoted the rest ofhis
Iife to the sick as a chemist, nurse
and director ofthe hospital.

With a reputation for holiness
he died on 15 March 1951.

On 7 July 1997 the Supreme
Pontiff John Paul II publicly de-
clared that the Servant ofGod had
practised the theological, cardinal
and other virtues connected with
them to an heroic degree.

Recently the Promoter of the
Cause presented for thejudgement
ofthe Congregation for the Causes
of Saints a supposed miraculous
cure that took place in Buenos
Aires. The case referred to the
priest Charles Albert Bosio who
following severe abdominal pains
was taken to hospital on the 5

March 1980 and had an operation
for a seriously inflamed appendix.

Because of complications which
followed the operation, extensive
peritonitis developed. As his con-
dition deteriorated he was taken
to Buenos Aires and given med-
ical treatment with drainage
tubes, drips and the use of an
oxygen tent.

All this without any improve-
ment in his state of health; so that
on 3 April an unfavourable verdict
was pronounced.
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On account ofthe seriousness of
the situation the confreres in the
salesian community fervently
prayed to God for a cure through
the intercession of the Servant of
God Artemide Zatt| and made
novenas. Suddenly, beginning on
the following 18 April, the medical
condition changed completely and
in a short time there was complete
remission of the illness.

The claim of a miraculous cure
was examined in 1998 by the Cu-
ria of Buenos Aires in a diocesan
process which was approved by
the Congregation for the Causes
of Saints by a decree promulgated
on 30 November 1998.

Subsequently, the Medical
Board of the Department in a
meeting on 9 March 2000 unani-
mously declared that the cure
was extremely rapid, complete
and long-lasting, and as regards
its manner, inexplicable accord-
ing to current medical knowl-
edge. On the27 October 2000 the
special assembly of the theologi-
cal consultors took place, and on
the 6'h February 2001 the ordi-
nary session ofthe Cardinals and
Bishops with the Presenter of the
Cause his Eminence Cardinal
Henry Schwery. In both the meet-
ings, that of the Consultors and
that of the Cardinals and Bish-
ops, to the question whether it
was clearly a matter of a miracle

worked by God the answer was in
the affirmative.

Of all this the undersigned Car-
dinal Prefect presented an accu-
rate report to the Supreme Pon-
tiffJohn Paul II, and His Holiness
accepted and ratified the voting of
the Congregation for the Causes
of Saints, and disposed that the
decree be prepared on the afore-
mentioned miraculous cure.

When all this had been done,
and after today calling together
the undersigned Cardinal Prefect,
the Cardinal Presenter of the
Cause, me the Secretary of the
Congregation and others it is cus-
tomary to convoke on such occa-
sions, the Holy Father solemnly
declared in their presence: "There
is certainty that the miracle took
place, worh,ed by God through the
intercession of the Venerable Ser-
uant of God Arteruide Zatti, pro-
fessed lay brother ofthe Society of
Saint Francis of Sales, i.e. the ex-
tremely rapid, complete and long-
lasting cure of the priest Churles
Albert Bosio from "serious cont-
plications of infection following a
ruptured appendix, with many
abdominal abscesses, general sep-
ticemia and blood poisoning ."

His Holiness directed that the
present Decree be published and
preserved among the Acts of the
Congregation for the Causes of
Saints.
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Given at Rome on 24 April 2001.

E Josf Sannrv,q, Mantms
Prefect

E EDwARD Nowex
Tit. Abp of Luni
Secretary

5.2 Decree regarding the miracle
for the Beatification of the
Servant of God Maria Romero
Meneses, FMA

We print below, in an English
translation, the Decree "regarding
the miracle" promulgated by the
Congregation for the Causes of
Saints for the approval of the mir-
acle attributed to the intercession
of the Venerable Maria Romero
Meneses, FMA in view of her Be-
atification.

CONGREGATION FOR THE
CAUSES OF SAINTS

DIOCESE OF SAN JOS6 DI COSTARICA

BEI$IFICATION AND CANONIZATION

OF THE VENERABLE SERVANT OF'GOD

MARIA ROMERO MENESES
PROFESSED RELIGIOUS

oF rrrr Isflrurs oF THE Deucgrnns
op Manv Hnlp or Cnusu.qNs

(t902-t977)

DECREE REGARDING TIIE MIRACLE

The Venerable Servant of God
Maria Romero Meneses was born

on 13 January L9O2 at Granada in
Nicaragua. Havingreceived a good
human and spiritual formation, at
the age of 18 she entered the In-
stitute of the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians. After perpetu-
al profession she was sent to San
Jos6 di Costarica where for forty
years she devoted herself to edu-
cation, to catechesis with young
people and adults, and to caring
for poor families. She successfuIly
established many social works
such as dispensaries, schools,
dwellings for the homeless or trav-
elers. She died with a reputation
for holiness on 7 July 1977.

On 18 December 2000 the
Supreme PontiffJohn Paul II pub-
licly declared that the Servant of
God had practised the theological,
cardinal and other virtues con-
nected with them to an heroic de-
gree.

Recently the Promoter of the
Cause, in view of her beatification,
presented for the judgement of the
Congregation for the Causes of
Saints a supposed miraculous cure
that took place in the diocese of
San Jos6 di Costarica, regarding
the Iittle girl Maria Solis Quiros.
While she was still in the womb, a
hare lip and a split palate on the
left hand side were diagnosed.

Since it was not possible to op-
erate before she was born, the rel-
atives of the little girl and other
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people began to pray for divine
help, through the intercession of
the Servant of God Maria Romero
Meneses.

Contrary to all the expectations
of the doctors on the 28 November
1994 the little girl was born per-
fectly healthy without any defor-
mity.

The diocesan process in connec-
tion with this case, which was
considered miraculous and attrib-
uted to the intercession of the
above mentioned Servant of God,
was carried out in 1997-1998, and
its authority and validity were ap-
proved by the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints on 9 October
1998. The Medical Board of this
Department in their meeting on
30 March 2000 declared: "This
pathological deformity was pre-
sent at the end of the eighth
month of pregnancy; when the lit-
tle girl was born it had disap-
peared without leaving any trace
of a scar. This fact from a medical
point of view is absolutely inex-
plicable." On the 30 January 2001
the special assembly of the theo-
logical consultors took place and
on the following 3 April the ordi-
narlr session of the Cardinals and
Bishops with the Presenter of the
cause Mgr Lorenzo Chiarinelli,
Bishop of Viterbo. In both the
meetings, that of the Consultors
and that of the Cardinals and

Bishops, to the question whether
it was clearly a matter of a miracle
worked by God the answer was in
the affrrmative.

Of all this the undersigned Car-
dinal Prefect presented an accu-
rate report to the Supreme Pontiff
John Paul II, and His Holiness ac-
cepted and ratified the voting of
the Congregation for the Causes
of Saints, and disposed that the
decree be prepared on the afore-
mentioned miraculous cure.

When all this had been done,
and after today calling together
the undersigned Cardinal Prefect,
the Cardinal Presenter of the
Cause, me the Secretary of the
Congregation and others it is cus-
tomary to convoke on such occa-
sions, the Holy Father solemnly
declared in their presence: " There
is certainty that the miracle took
place, worhed by God through the
intercession of the Venerable Ser-
uant of God Maria Rom.ero Mene-
ses, professed religious of the In-
stitute of the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians, i.e. the total
cure, in the foetal state, of Maria
Solis Quiros from "a split palate
diagnosed in the 7h month of preg-
nanql."

His Holiness directed that the
present Decree be published and
preserved among the Acts of the
Congregation for the Causes of
Saints.
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Given at Rome on 24 April 2001.

E JosE Sanarva Menrrus
Prefect

x EDwARD Nowax
Tit. Abp of Luni
Secretary

5.3 Meeting of the Salesian Bish-
ops. Greetings of the Rector
Major and concluding events.

From 21 to 25May 2001, in two
successive periods at Rome and
Turin, the meeting of the Salesian
Bishops took place; it had been
convoked by the Rector Major in
connection with the great Jubilee,
at the beginning of the third mil-
lennium.

The 69 Bishops present, who
were joined later at T\rrin by three
Cardinals (prevented by the Con-
sistory from being present earli-
er), manifested the grace and rich-
ness ofthese days lived in salesian
joy and fraternity around the Suc-
cessor of Don Bosco and the mem-
bers of the General Council. They
reflected together on some ele-
ments of "Salesian spi.rituality in
the episcopal tra.d,ition" and on the
contribution the salesian charis-
ma can offer in the pastoral ani-
mation of a Diocese. At the same
time they expressed, by means of a
questionnaire some guidelines for
the guidance ofthe Congregation
in the present ecclesial phase.

Of particular significance at
Rome was the solemn concelebra-
tion in the Basilica of St Peter,
presided over by Cardinal John
Baptist Re, followed by the audi-
ence with the Holy Father, who
had a special greeting and mes-
sage for the Bishops; and at Turin
the concelebration in the Basilica
of Mary Help of Christians on May
24, with the Rector Major presid-
ing, and the procession in the
evening of the same day amid
huge crowds through the streets
ofValdocco.

The following is the text of the
initial address of the Rector Major
in the morning of May 22 in
which, in addition to his greetings,
he set out the reasons and main
objectiues of the meeting:

"Dear episcopal confreres,

I am happy to extend to you a
heartfelt welcome and to express
my joy that it has been possible to
alrange this meeting. This is and
will always be your house and
home, and whenever you come to
Rome you are welcome here. We
are always very pleased to be able
to talk with you about questions
regarding the Church and the
Congregation in the world.

I want to emphasize two words
that I have used: confreres, be-
cause as I have seen for myself in



DOCUMENTS AND NEI,YS /TEMS 99

my various journeys, the commu-
nion between you and us has
always been great. Everywhere
I have found Bishops beside me
in celebrations and meetings,
brought together by the love of
our Founder. I have seen reflect-
ed in you the fascination for Don
Bosco and his apostolic incentive.

But you are not only confreres,
brtt Bishops, Archbishops and
Cardinals, as well; and in this is
recognized your pastoral role and
your ecclesial experience.

This meeting has had its prece-
dents, but not of the same kind: in
1975 there had been a meeting of
our missionary Bishops to cele-
brate the first centenary of the
salesian Missions. In 1988 sale-
sian Bishops were invited for the
centenary of the death of Don
Bosco, and a sizable number were
able to spend a day at Colle Don
Bosco amidst great emotion:
there was a concelebration, fol-
Iowed by a meeting at which a
number of Bishops spoke to ex-
press the same adherence and
communion to which I have al-
ready referred.

On this occasion we wanted to
bring the Bishops together to
spend together a few days in fra-
ternity and reflection. On the one
hand we wondered whether such
an initiative would be possible,
given your commitments and the

fact that some of you and some of
us are getting old and are not in
the best of health. And on the oth-
er hand we wondered what would
be the most interestingthemes for
you and us that we could deal with
in a few days of work but also of
relaxation.

It is only right therefore to ask
what are the motives, objectives
and program of this meeting.

The idea began to mature when
in the Congregation we found our-
selves grving ever more attention
to spiritualify. This was empha-
sized by the Holy Father in Nouo
Millennio Ineunte, where he
points out that at the root of all
lay, civil, educational and pastoral
activity spirituality is to be found:
the vision ofthe countenance of
Christ who attracts and stimu-
lates our faith.

When we looked at the number
of our Bishops - 104 still living of
the 199 in the Congregation's
history - it was noted that these
confreres live their salesian spir-
ituality in a particular condition:
that of the episcopacy, i.e. in re-
lationship with the body of the
Bishops, raised up and sent by
the Holy Spirit to guide and sus-
tain the Church as the sign and
instrument of salvation. Often
during my journeys when I met
one or other of you, the idea
came up of a meeting like this. It
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was formulated more explicitly
when we found ourselves as a
group at the Synod for America.
Why not have a meeting, we said,
to reflect on the theme of the
salesian Bishop? It seemed an
idea that was both interesting
and possible!

The desire for such a meeting
became even greater when the ap-
pointment of Bishops began to
reach dizzy heights: the last ten
years have seen the appointment
of 42 salesian Bishops!

Quite apart from the numbers
(to the 199 Bishops we have to
add another 12 prefects or admin-
istrators apostolic, for an overall
total of211), it has to be said that
the Congregation has contributed
with personnel and financial as-
sistance to the structuring of
many Dioceses, Vicariates and
prefectures Apostolic. Just re-
cently we have been entrusted
with a Prefecture Apostolic at
Gambela in Ethiopia and a "mis-
sio sui iuris" at Azerbaijan, in the
Caucasus.

There is therefore a consider-
able number of our confreres (we

are not speaking of quality!) who
have lived and are living salesian
educatiu e an d postoral spirituality
in the episcopal state.

Among the basic reasons for or-
ganizing this meeting, this fact
was the most compelling.

On the other hand, as I have
said already, I have always been
impressed in my visits to salesian
communities by the attentive
and frlial presence ofthe salesian
Bishops who have taken part in
celebrations and meetings, and
have shared their points ofview
with the Rector Major. I came to
understand that in the vast ma-
jority of cases their vital links
with the Congregation were in
no way weakened but rather
strengthened. Speaking infor-
mally with them I found them
favourable and even enthusiastic
about the possibility of the kind
of meeting in which we are now
engaged.

It should be added that this epis-
copal experience can reflect posi-
tively on both the Congregation
and Dioceses, especially where
Salesians are in charge ofeduca-
tion, catechesis or vocations.

And this brings me to a second
keynote: This meeting has been
arranged in close connection with
the Jubilee which finished only
recently, and the Pope has given
us the document Nouo Millerunio
Ineunte, which we intend to take
up in a particular way in our com-
ing GC25. This meeting is there-
fore at a halfway point between
Nouo Millennio Ineunle and the
General Chapter. We wanted to
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hear your opinions, and hence
the purposes of the meeting.

"Ihe first purpose is to gather
your spiritual experience for our-
selves who participate in the pas-
toral ministry as pastors, recalling
- in the words of John Paul II -
"that spirituality is at the root and
source of every kind of cultural,
political, educational and apostolic
activity".

In the last six years I have not
had an opportunity to write a cir-
cular letter on the figure of the
episcopal confrere, because of oth-
er anniversaries and events ofthe
Congregation. Maybe this meet-
ing and your reflections can give
rise to a communication of a
lighter and less hierarchical kind,
in which you express aspects of
your salesian experience.

Since we go forward in commu-
nion, there is a second purpose: to
discuss and exchange uiews on
some realities we haue at heart:
the youth condition and our ser-
vice to it. In this youth condition
there are two strong and impor-
tant aspects: the new humanism,
i.e. the new harmony between rea-
son and faith, or = rror€ than har-
mony - the serious comparison
which has always inspired our ed-
ucation. This is our service to the
condition of the young who have
to learn to think. The Pope insists
very much on truth as an attitude

of the mind for enabling us to dis-
cern the sense ofreality. You are
well aware of the problems there
are in connection with truth. The
Salesian Youth Movement brings
together the best ofyoung people.
This movement should not be re-
stricted to salesian environments:
it is a salesian process of human
and Christian maturing open to
all the young.

Together with the SYM there is
also the reality of the Salesian
Family. This year there has been
the full-scale meeting of the Gen-
eral Councils of all Groups of the
Family, which studied the Com-
mon ldentity Card, arr item which
is not meant to be merely a topic
ofdiscussion but has to lead to the
mission. Hence the drawingup of
the Common Missionary State-
ment.

The third purpose is to hear
what you have to say about Nouo
Millennio Ineunte: in what way
are its tendencies, perspectives,
tone and guidelines of particular
concern to the Congregation. You
are not members of the Chapter
(its members are already numer-
ous enough!), but you have an ex-
perience, information and a
unique sensitivity which your
episcopal state in no way detracts
from the charism.

The fourth purpose is to cele-
brate the presence of Mary at the
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beginning of this new millennium,
remembering - as Salesians - the
dream of the two columns and the
particular task or mission of giv-
ing to the local Churches a solid
Marian relaunching linked with
the mystery of the Incarnation. In
the last part of the previous cen-
tury we have heard a great deal
said about Mary and devotion to
heq and this without the least pos-
sibility of being accused of fear or
millenarianism. As the Church
gradually takes on its physiogno-
my in history it becomes closer to
that of Mary and vice versa.

Mary shapes it ever more, as the
woman who was able to meditate
on and preserve in her heart the
mystery of the Incarnation, of
which she knew the origin and
conditions. This is what the
Church does, what it did in prepa-
ration for the Jubilee: meditation
anew on the mystery of the Incar-
nation, and on what it means for
man in this period of advanced
civilization. It is true therefore
that the third millennium is
marked by Mary's presence.

Now we have a Marian spiritu-
ality; in the Basilica of Mary Help
of Christians we have a picture
that presents her in a living form
amid the Father, the Son, the
Apostles and the history of the
Church. At the other end of the
Basilica is depicted the dream of

the two columns. The HolyVirgin
is the image of the Church and the
protector of Christian communi-
ties, the Helper and great element
of all our pastoral work. This is
what will be principally in our
minds at Valdocco on the feast of
Mary Help of Christians. We start
again from where our fathers be-
gan. Why therefore should we not
entrust the Congregation to Mary
once more? I recall that this is
what we did in 1984, and later we
participated in the entrustment
made to Mary by the Holy Father
in the name of the whole Church.
Every day we Salesians entrust
ourselves to Mary in prayer, and
invoke her as the Immaculate
Help of Christians.

Finally, the fifth purpose is to
foster rapport and contact between
you yourselues. Perhaps you may
be able to help each other by the
process of "twinning" in various
ways through the activities of the
Cooperators and Salesian Family.
This is not somethingnew: I have
seen it in many situations of the
salesian reality in he world, and I
think it is possible even between
Dioceses.

This prompts the idea that, by
helping each other a little in our
pastoral experience, we shall be
able to establish some forms of
what is now called exchange of
giftsbetween continents, the abil-
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ity to welcome others and collabo-
rate with them as an example of
communion that is able to over-
come ethnic and cultural limita-
tions.

In conclusion, I say to you that I
perceive the fullness of the Holy
Spirit. We are as though in a ce-
nacle. Wherever are gathered to-
gether a portion ofthe Successors
of the apostles, with the intention
of giving a better service to the
Church, the Holy Spirit is present.
St Thomas declares that when
God frnds a willing disposition, he
raises it to perfection. The pres-
ence of the Spirit gives rise to
fruitfulness, and so I have great
confidence in the overall result of
this meeting, and also in the indi
vidual fruits that will mature from
our mutual contacts between
Bishops and Councillors, and from
your prayer. I hope and pray that
these days may be for you a time
ofcalm reflection, and also ofrest,
spiritual repose, and that you
may enjoy the esteem with which
I assure you that the Congrega-
tion surrounds you".

At the end of the meeting, by
gathering together the principal
elements from papers that were
read and discussions in the as-
sembly, in the final session on 25
May certain points were high-
lighted with reference especially

to the theme of spirituality. Thy
were as follows:
1. In the wake of salesian spiritu-

ality, drawing its inspiration
from the Bishop St Francis de
Sales, and from Don Bosco who
lived it in "da mihi animas",
the salesian bishop lives "pas-
toral charity" as the central nu-
cleus, with some traits typical
ofthe salesian spirit (cf. C L0):
the attitude of the Good Shep-
herd who conquers by gentle-
ness and self-donation (C 11),
translated into Don Bosco's
"strive to make yourself loved"
and the "family spirit", which
is manifested in close relation-
ship, availability, listening and
the understanding of all.

2. The pastoral charity of the
salesian bishop, without detri-
ment to his conviction that it
must be shown to all, is re-
vealed in a predilection for the
young and the poor (C 11), par-
ticularly for young people in
need, whom he approaches
through the application of Don
Bosco's preventive system.
The challenge ofthe education
and evangelization of the
young, who are the future of
the Church and humanity, is
one the salesian bishop must
always have in mind; for him
it remains always a pastoral
priority.
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3. In imitation of Don Bosco, the
salesian bishop is attentive to
the urgent needs of times and
places, to which he tries to re-
spond with a spirit of initiative,
and with courage and realism
(cf. C 19). They are the pas-
toral needs and those of evan-
gelization in the different con-
texts of the Church, and also
those which arise from the so-
cial situation, from the poor,
the marginalized and those at
a distance from the Church, as
well as from different cultures.

4. If all this is to be realized and
produce the desired results, the
Bishop - convinced of the
sacramental grace within him
- knows that he must count
not so much on his own efforts
as on the active presence ofJe-
sus and his Spirit, and on the
motherly accompaniment of
Mary, Mother and Helper. Like
Don Bosco he puts the Eu-
charist at the centre of his life
and pastoral activity, and trusts
in the intercession of Mary,
whom he presents as the per-
fect model of the Christian vo-

^. cation. This inspires and sus-
tains him also in his pastoral
work for vocations.

5. Finally, the salesian bishop lives
salesian spirituality as the spir-
ituality of the Church, with the
ecclesial vision characteristic of

Don Bosco (cf. C 13). With this
vision in mind and in the line of
pastoral charity, he cultivates
the gift of communion within
his own local Church - with the
priests, men and women reli-
gious, the laity and the various
ecclesial charisms -, towards
other traditions and religious
denominations, and with those
responsible for civil society. He
preserves a special linkage with
the Salesian Family, with whom
he maintains constant commu-
nication.

Together with these fundarnen-
tal principles, the Bishops empha-
sized some other aspects, referring
to uarious points that ha.d emerged
during the meeting:
6. In connection with the theme

of communion the importance
was recognized of cultivating
expressions of solidarity among
salesian bishops in respect of
the great themes of the new
evangelization and especially
for the benefrt of poor young-
sters.
A common statement by sale-
sian bishops on the more ur-
gent needs and problems - at
international or continental
Ievel and made in the appropri-
ate quarters - could carry con-
siderable weight and signifi-
cance.
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7. AIso recalled was the mission-
ary slant ofthe salesian bish-
ops (of whom many are work-
ing in missionar;r areas at the
present day), which is a reflec-
tion of the missionary outlook
given to the Congregation by
Don Bosco, and which is testi-
fied to by the great work done
for the foundation of Church-
es, the inculturation of the
Gospel, and the formation of
the clerry and the faithful.
The canonization of the first
salesian bishop and martyr,
Mgr. Luigi Versiglia, is an in-
centive to continue in the same
way.

8. The exchange of ideas between
Bishops and Superiors in this
meeting has been of great val-
ue. In order that it may con-
tinue, it was suggested that
similar exchanges should be
arranged at provincial or inter-
provincial level with provincial
councils and those responsible
for the Salesian Family. Mat-
ters dealt with can be questions
concerning the themes of spir-
ituality and pastoral work, es-
pecially in connection with the
youth sector.

9. Finally, to ensure the coi'rtinua-
tion of the grace of this meet-
ing - for both the Bishops and
the Congregation - the impor-
tance was emphasized of com-

munication by means of suit-
able instruments, and if neces-
sary even by some particular
kind of linkage and way of ref-
erence. It is necessary to ex-
tend communication even ex-
ternally.

By way of conclusion, after the
Bishops had expressed their grat-
itude to the Rector Major for ar-
ranging this meeting, Fr Vecchi
thanked the Bishops in turn for
their fraternal and active partici
pation. Recalling some of the top-
ics that had emerged, he empha-
sized in addition to the essential
reference to spirituality and the
mission the importance of com-
munion and communication,
starting from local level. He him-
self with his Council, remains a
point of reference for such com-
munication. And so, if circum-
stances and other considerations
are favourable, another similar
meeting could be aranged for
some future date.

5.4 New Provincial

The following are brief bio-
graphical notes on the new Prouin-
cial of Bogotd., appointed by the
Rector Major with his Council in
June 2001, in the course ofthe pre-
uious plenary session.
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RIVERA PENAGOS Nicold,s,
Prouincial of Bogotd., Colombia.

Predecessor: Fr Camilo Castrel-
l6n Pizano, (appointed Bishop of
Tibir, cf. n. 5.5).

b. 18 June 1945. Novitiate and
1"'profession at Tena, 29 January
L962. Perpetual profession, 18
January 1968. Theology at stu-
dentate of Bogot6. Ordination:
BogotS, 2 December 1972.

1982: Rector at Duitama. 1984:
Rector or studentate of theolory,
Bogot6, and provincial councillor.
1991 Rector at Neiva. 1994 to
Barcelona (Spain) to complete
studies in philosophy and theolo-
ry and gain the Licentiate.

1997: Rector of post-novitiate
formation community, Bogot6.
1998: provincial councillor. April
2001: Vice-provincial.

5.5 New Salesian Bishops

L. PEREZ TAPIAEIio Aleui,
Bishop Prelate of Juli (Peru).

The Osservatore Romano of 24
April 2001 published the news
that the Holy Father had appoint-
edFr Elio Aleui PEREZ TAPIAio
be Bishop of the Prelature of
JULI, in Peru.

He was born 12 February 1946
at Huambos, in the Diocese of Ca-
jamarca, Peru, made his novitiate

at Lima-Rimac, where he also
made his first profession on 29
January 1965. Perpetual profes-
sion followed on 15 January 1971,
and the study of theolory at the
Pontifrcal Faculty of Lima and the
Xaverian University of Bogot6.
On 6 June 1975 he was ordained
priest. In addition to the Bac-
calaureate in Theolory, he has the
civil qualification of Professor of
Chemistry and Biolory, and ob-
tained the Diploma in Spirituality
from the Pontifical Salesian Uni-
versity, Rome.

He was Rector of the post-novi-
tiate of Magdalena del Mar from
1979 to 1983; then Rector ofthe
aspirantate of Chosica from 1983
to 1986, and provincial councillor;
from 1986 to 1990 he was Rector
and Director of novices at Chosi-
ca, then Rector and parish priest
at Calca (Cusco), and at the same
time Delegate for the missions of
Valle Sagrado and again provincial
councillor. In November 1995 he
became Vice-Provincial and was
recently also parish priest at Lima
- Auxiliadora.

2, CASTRELLONPIZANO
Camilo Fernando,
Bishop of Tibil (Colombia).

The Osservatore Romano of 23-
24 April gave the news that the
Holy Father had appointed as the
new Bishop of TIBU, in Colom-
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bia, Fr Camilo Fernando CAS-
TRELLON PIZANO, who for a
little more than two years had
been Provincial of BogotS.

He was born at BogotS on 22
September 1942 and made his
first profession at Tena on 29 Jan-
uary 1963.

After perpetual profession on 23
December 1968, he studied theol-
ogy at Bogotd and was ordained
priest on 2 December L972.

He obtained the Licentiate in
Theolory from the Xaverian Pon-
tifical University in1972, the Li-
centiate in Educational Sciences
at the UPS in 1983, and later the
Licentiate in Philosophy from
the University of St Thomas, Bo-
got6.

After ordination, he worked in
the apostolate and the field offor-
mation, and 1985 was called to
the provincial house as a member
ofthe team for pastoral work. In
1988 he became a provincial coun-
cillor and in 1993 Rector of the
work of "Nifro Jesris" in Santaf6
di Bogot6. In June 1998 he was
appointed Provincial of Bogot6.

3. PANFILO Francesco,
Ve s cou o of ALOTAU - S I D E I A
(Papua New Guinea)

The Osservatore Romano of 25-
26 June 2001 gave the news that
the Pope had appointed Fr
Francesco PANFILO to be Bishop

of the Diocese of ALOTAU-
SIDEIA, in Papua New Guinea.

He was born at Schilpario, in
the Diocese of Bergamo (Itdy;, 61
23 November 1942, was an aspi-
rant at Chiari (Brescia) and made
his novitiate at Missaglia (Como),
where he also made his first pro-
fession on 16 August 1964.

Immediately after the novitiate
he left for the Philippines, where
he studied philosophy and gained
his first experiences of salesian
work. He returned to Italy to
study theolory at Turin-Crocetta,
andwas ordained on27 Aprill974
at Vilminore di Scalve, in his na-
tive parish.

Returning to the Philippines he
was catechist at Don Bosco Tech-
nical Institute, Makati, from
1974-1977, then Rector of the
Don Bosco Technical College of
Mandaluyong (1977-1985),
Provincial Councillor (from
1980), and Director of Novices
(1985-1987). In 1987 he was ap-
pointed Provincial of the Philip-
pines (which at that time was a
single province covering the
whole of the Philippines, and the
missions in Indonesia-Timor and
Papua New Guinea). After his six
years as Provincial he was Rector
of the theologate at Paraflaque,
Manila. In 1997 he was sent to
Papua New Guinea as Delegate of
the Provincial for the work in
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that country, where he subse-
quently became Vice-President of
the "Federation of Religious",
and Secretary ofthe "Conference
of Clerical Major Superiors".

4. In addition we publis! the
news that Mgr. Hdctor LOPEZ
HURTADO, formerly Bishop of
Granada (Colombia), has been ap-
pointed by the Holy Father as

Bishop of the Diocese of GIRAR-
D OT ( C o lombia) . The information
was given in the Osservatore Ro-
mano of 15-16 June 2001. Mgr.
H6ctor L6pez Hurtado was origi-
nally appointed in 1987 as titular
Bishop of Elicroca and Vicar Apos-
tolic of Ariari (cf. AGC 325, p.48).
In 1999 the Vicariate Apostolic
was raised to a Diocese with head-
quarters in Granada.



DOCUAIENTS AND NEI4IS /IEMS 109

5.6 Our dead confreres (2001 - 2'" list)

"Faith in the risen Christ sustains our hope and keeps alive our communion with
our brothers who rest in Christ's peace... Their remembrance is an incentive to continue
faithfully in our mission" (Cost. 94).

NAME PLACE DATE AGE PROV

P ARAUJO Luiz Santiago de
P BERTOLLI Giuseppe

Fu lspettore per sei anni

P BONICELLI Aleiandro
P BORGHI Luigi
L BOUDARD Pierre
P BURBA Mecislovas
L CALi Giovanni
P CANTU Enrico
P CASTELLI Michele
P COLUSSI Antonio
P da COSTA Jos6 Antonio
P DAL FIOR Luigi
P D|EBOLDWilhelm

Fu lspettore per sei anni

P DIVOS Karel
P DOYLE Michael
P ERUMPOOZHIL Chacko
P ETRILLARD Auguste
P FANELLO A|cide
P FANTIN Ottorino
P FARESIN Santo Cornelio
P FLORES PERALES Severino
P FOKS Szczepan
P GALLI Carlo
P GRANADO Pedro Diego
L GRIX Michael
P KINDO Andreas'
L KLOSTER Lucas
L MACIAS Fausto
P MAHER James
L MARAK Angelo Solomon
P MAREK Roman
P MARTIN Apolinar
L MOCARSKI Ludwik
P MURARO Angelo
P NOWACZYKWacIaw

Porto Alegre
Bergamo

Las Heras (Mendoza)

Arese (Ml)

Roanne (Francia)

Kaunas (Lituania)

Pedara (CT)

Arese (Ml)

Torino

Formia
San lsidro (Bs. As.)

Tokyo

Bonn

09-03-2001

22-04-2001

1 8-04-2001

01 -07-2001

1 6-05-200 1

23-04-2001
06-04-2001

03-04-2001

1 1 -06-2001

07-05-2001

28-05-200 1

1 9-06-2001

09-04-2001

24-06-2001
24-05-2001
1 9-05-2001

27-05-2001
1 4-06-2001

02-04-2001
'17-06-2001

01 -06-2001

21 -05-2001

03-01 -2001

30-04-2001

07-05-2001

1 5-05-2001

20-06-2001

01 -07-2001

0 1 -06-2001

25-05-2001

1 4-05-2001

29-04-2001

22-05-2001
30-06-2001

06-04-2001

81

83

83
86
7(}

78

88
88

90

81

68

B8

91

87
82

64

77
B9

80

77

bb

85

90
79
63
31

80

IJ

86

78

57

79

90

80

9t

BPA

ILE

ACO

ILE

FRA

EST
tst
ILE

rcP
lRo
ABA
GIA

GEK

Vizovice (Rep. Ceca)

Moston (Manchester)

Calcutta
Giel

Lima

Sdo Paulo

Guiratinga - MS

Saltillo

Krak6w
Arese (Ml)
C6rdoba

Manchester
lmphal
Bolivar (Bs. As.)

Cartagena
Falkirk (Scozia)

Tura

Rzesz6w
San lsidro (Bs. As.)

Czerwinsk
Castello di Godeno (TV)

L?d

CEP
GBR

rNc
FBA
PER

BSP

BCG

MEG

PLS

ILE

ACO

GBR

IND

ALP

COM

GBR

ING

PLS

ABA
PLE

IVE

PLN
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NAME PLACE DATE AGE PROV

P ORTOLANI Cesare
P PALIAKARA Raphael'
P PERAZZI Biagio
L POLLINI Franco
P RYCHLOWSKI Bruno
P SANTIN Rolando
P SAVASTANO Pietro
L SIX Bernard
P SNOEKS Albert
P TORTORA A|'onso
P URSELLA Nino
L VALLA Chiatfredo
S VALLIPABAMBIL Shinu Joseph'
P VAN ASTEN G6rard
P VAN DER LOCHTTheodor

Frascati (RM)

lmphal
Foligno (PG)

Albard (VR)

Santiago de Chile
Venezia
Napoli

Roubaix
Wilrilk (Belgio)

Buenos Aires
Roma
Torino

lmphal
Kafubu (Congo R. D.)

Nevers (Francia)

1 5-06-2001

1 5-05-2001

1 5-05-2001

17-04-2001
03-05-2001

14-04-2001
1 5-04-2001

21-04-2001
25-04-2001
1 8-04-2001

25-06-2001

28-05-2001

1 5-05-2001

1 0-06-2001

30-04-2001

72
46
67
59
89
82
81

61

86
80

84
91

22
70

84

tRo
IND

IAD

rvo
crL
IVE

IME

FRA

BEN

ABA
rRo
tcP
IND

AFC
GEK

' Ucciso in modo violento nel Noviziato di Ngarian, lmphal, stato di Manipur, lndia










