St. Anthony's Church
853 Third Avenue
Elizabeth, New Jersey
April 24, 1983

Dear Confreres,

In the early hours of February 3, 1983, the long and laborious earthly pilgrimage of our
incomparable confrere

FATHER ANTHONY BREGOLATO

came to an abrupt end. He had lived 81 years, 8 months, and 14 days, more than 63 of them as a
Salesian of Don Bosco and more than 53 as a priest of God. To the very last, he was the staunch
and loyal Salesian that he had been all his life.

On Sunday, January 30, when the parish was celebrating the external feast of St. John
Bosco, he suffered another mild attack in the long series of heart attacks that ultimately choked
the strong fiber of his existence. Sitting on his bed and trying to regain his breath, he told me
plainly, “*This time | am not going to make it.”’ He had made it other times and rallied to the
amazement of his physicians and confreres. This time, however, his words proved prophetic. Yet,
that same day he insisted on coming downstairs and sharing the noon meal with the community,
and in the evening he went to the Rugani residence, where he ate heartily the last full meal that
he really enjoyed.

Monday, the 31st of January, once again he wanted to join the community, swelled to 15
members by the presence of our Salesian Sisters, but he hardly touched any food. The next day,
as the priests of the parish traveled to West Haverstraw for the Province’s parish personnel work-
shop, Father Bregolato was taken to the hospital for the last time. That same evening of February
1, his attending physician and personal friend, Dr. Ralph Oriscello, diagnosed pulmonary edema
with partial paralysis. Father was in the final stages of his heart ailment and Parkinson’'s
disease. The Doctor asked me for permission not to use life-supporting systems, that would
bring the patient no advantage, considering his advanced age.

And so it was that in a few short hours, Father Anthony Bregolato yielded his soul to the
Creator the morning of February 3. Always a free and independent spirit, he was so till the very
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Father Bregolato was very loyal to the Province at all times, helping it out financially, and
steering it through troublesome times. He cooperated with Provincials in all projects. His door
was open to all confreres, and they came from all over the Salesian world. He was a generous host.
He brought Don Bosco great honor in 1934 when he organized the commemoration of his canoniza-
tion in St. Patrick’s Cathedral. He promoted devotion to Mary Help of Christians, and worked
generously for the chapel of Mary Help of Christians in the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception, Washington, D.C. His confreres both admired and loved him for the appreciation he
had of them.

111 health forced Fr. Bregolato to give up his pastorate in 1969. He returned to Elizabeth,
and here he served as parish priest till his death, helping out with the Italian apostolate and with
the care of the sick. His refined manners, further mellowed by age, drew many friends to the
Salesians and to our Parish. His long and varied experience gave him prominence throughout the
Province even after he left the Provincial Council. He was a keen judge of human character, not
easily swayed by empty words or fooled by vain show. In many instances, his good common sense,
expressed in pithy humor, obviated many a sticky problem.

Fr. Virginio Mancini, his faithful collaborator for many years in Manhattan, said of Fr.
Bregolato with quiet dignity, ‘‘He was a wise, witty, learned, kind Salesian priest, who won the
hearts of all.”’

| would like to conclude this sketchy summary of a full and dedicated life spent entirely in
the service of the Congregation and of the Church, by expressing the wish that some day someone
will take time to write a complete biography of this pioneer Salesian, so that his memory and his
example may not perish but serve to enrich many future generations of Salesians.

With a few minor changes, the conclusion to the eulogy | preached on the occasion of his
funeral may well serve as a conclusion to this letter. Knowing Fr. Bregolato’s love and under-
standing of our Province and of our confreres, knowing how he would like us to do even better
than we have been doing, we would like to engage his power of intercession, now that he is in the
presence of God our Father, Mary our Mother, and Don Bosco our Founder . . . We want him to help
us build our Province, our Salesian Family, into the community of faith and love that God wants
us to be.

This is the commission we give you, dear Father Bregolato, now that you have left us. In
heaven you have to work for us. You have to draw us together and help us really love one another.
You have to find a replacement for yourself, too, among the young men of our parishes and schools.
You have to remind our people of what St. Bosco told us long ago: ‘‘The greatest blessing God can
give a family is a son who becomes a priest.’’ Help our people encourage, not discourage, vocations
to the priesthood and the religious life, mindful of the fact that God never comes to deprive us, but
to enrich us, when we are generous enough to say Yes to Him.

And now, dear Father Bregolato, we will not say Addio but Arrivederci, not Good-bye, but
Till we meet again . . . in Heaven, in the home of God our Father.

Fraternally in Christ,
Fr. Alvin Manni, Director-Pastor

Data for the Necrology: FATHER ANTHONY BREGOLATO, born May 20, 1901, at
Torreglia (Padova), Italy; died at Elizabeth, New Jersey,
February 3, 1983, at the age of 81, after 63 years of
religious profession and 53 years of priesthood.




