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Spomienka na nebohych spolubratov
spdjav , ldaske, ktora nikdy nezanikne “,
tych, &o este putuji, s tymi, ktorf uz
odpocivajii v Kristovi. (S 54)

Draht spolubratia !

Po relativne kritkej a neCakanej chorobe opustil nagu komunitu 7. augusta 1999
spolubrat Alfonz Silhar, rodk z Pezinka.

Narodil sa 29. augusta 1930 v Pezinku na Cajle. Otec bol vinohradnikom, rodi¢ia
vychovali $tyri deti, dvoch chlapcov a dve diev&ata. Alfonz tizil od mladosti stat’ sa
ktiazom. Rodi¢ia ho preto dali r, 1944 do Sastina, do salezidnskeho aspirantatu. Po
ukonteni piatej triedy gymnézia v §k. r. 1949/50 nastiipil do novicidtu v Hronskom
Benadiku pod vedenim magistra dr. Jozefa. Babiaka.

Tu ho zastihla z 13. na 14. aprila 1950 barbarskd noc, pri ktorej boli
komunistickym reZimom likvidované muzZské rehole v Ceskoslovensku. Vietkych
salezidnov z celého Slovenska - bolo ich okolo 280 - zviezla policia a Zandéri do
Sagtina, ktory premenila na koncentradny tabor salezidnov. Ked' saleziani nechceli
podpisat’, Ze dobrovolne vystupujii z rehole - ani novici to nepodpisali - previezli ich
v noci z 24. na 25. aprila 1950 do ustredného rehol'ného tdbora v Podolinci.

Ked’ ani tu nechcel nikto podpisat’ smrt’ svojej rehole, zakali rehole nasilu trhat’.
Najmladsich rehol’'nikov - medzi nimi aj Alfonza - naloZili do autobusov a odviezli na
komunistické preskol'ovanie do Kostolnej na Povazi. Odtial’ po &ase na price na
puchovski priehradu, neskdr znovu na gkolenie a kone¢ne ich prepustili domov.

Alfonza prijali potom na gymnizium v Modre. TuZil v8ak stat’ sa kilazom za
kazda cenu. Vo svojej 50.-stranovej broziire, kde opisuje svoj titek za hranice, pise o
tejto svojej tizbe takto: " Po ndvrate z koncentratnych taborov, po ndsilnom
preskolovani a nutenych pracach vratil som sa domov. Za ka?du cenu som sa vak
cheel stat’ kitazom. Semindre a bohoslovecké udilistia reZim na Slovensku zrudil.
Ostal iba jediny ateistickym reZimom kontrolovany seminir v Bratislave. Nechcel
som tam ist, preto som sa rozhodol ujst’, i ked’ som vedel, Ze l'udia, ktorych pri tom
chytili, zaplatili to dlhorodnym vizenim."

Vnoci z 30. aprila na 1. mdja 1952 podarilo sa mu za dobrodruznych a

nebezpecnych okolnosti dostat’ za hranice, cez ricku Moravu, medzi Moravskym sv.
Janom a Velkymi Levarmi do Rakiska k salezidnom vo Viedni, odtial' do
uteteneckého tabora vo Welse pri Linci. A na pas Medzindrodného &erveného kriza
sa dostal 27. jina 1952 do Turina. Tam absolvoval filozofické §tudia a po nej bol tri
roky na pedagogickej praxi: v Turine v ustave na Rebaudengo, pri Turine v Casalette
a jeden rok v Rime v ustave pri katakombach sv. Kalixta.
Potom prijal ponuku predstavenych na teologické $tadia do Anglicka a 5. jula 1959
bol v Anglicku vysviteny za kilaza. Predstaveni ho poslali pracovat’ do Austrilie. V
Australii $tudoval pedagogické vedy, ktoré zakongil titulom magistra. Takmer cely
Zivot stravil potom vyutovanim na salezianskych $kolach. Ked’ mu to dovoloval &as,
vypomdhal aj v duchovnej sprave Slovdkov - utelencov a v letnych tdboroch
slovenskych deti.

Po pdde totality sa vratil do vlasti a v novozaloZenom gymniziu Jina Bosca
v Sastine uil angliétinu a talian&inu.

Vjili 1999 odisiel na nickolko dni do Bratislavy, chcel tam ponavstevovat
pribuznych v hlaynom meste. Tu zagal citit’ nevol'nost v ZI¢nikovej oblasti. Po
nickol’kych diioch ho spolubratia z Miletidovej zaviezli naspit’ do Sastina. Miestny
lekar ho ihned’ poslal do nemocnice v Skalici, mali ho tam operovat’ na ZIEnik. Po
niekol’kych diioch mu viak netakane praskol vred na Zalidku. Bolo potrebné ho
okamZite operovat’. Po dvoch ditoch sa krvécanie zo Zaliidka obnovilo a bola potrebna
opétovna opericia. Direktor komunity mu v tomto stave udelil pomazanie chorych. 7.
augusta o0 16. hodine vzal si ho Pan k sebe.

Don Alfonz Silhar il prikladnym Zivotom ako salezi4n i ako kiiaz v kole,
v bazilike pri sv. omsSiach a v spovednici i pri pastoratnej vypomoci v okolitych
famostiach.

Casto rad spominal na Australiu, kde preZil najvicsiu Cast’ svajho plodného Zivota.
Sme mu vd'atni za vsetko, &o urobil po svojom navrate z cudziny pre gymnizium a v
pastordcii v bazilike.

Pohreb zosnulého sa konal vo $tvrtok 12. aungusta 1999 v Sadtine. Hlavnym
celebrantom bol najddstojnejdi otec biskup Stefan Vrablec z Tmavy. Koncelebrovalo
snim okolo péitdesiat kitazov. Okrem pribuznych zilastnili sa na fiom aj dva
autobusy veriacich z Pezinka a stovky veriacich zo Sastina a Stra%i. Po sv. omsi v
bazilike Panny Mérie Sedembolestnej odprevadili pritomni zosnulého na Sasdtinsky
cintorin, kde sme ho uloZili do hrobu k dsmim slovenskym salezidnom, medzi
ktorymi je aj prvy provincial slovenskych salezidnov vdp. Jozef Bokor a vdp. Viliam
Vagag, ktori 8. septembra 1924 prigli do Sadtina, prebrali $atinsku faru a zaloZili prvy
saleziansky dom.

Spominame si natho v modlitbich, aby ho Pin Boh &im prv prijal do svojho
narudia, aby Zil po celd ve€nost’ z jeho nekonetnej lasky a v jeho laske.

Jozef Slivon — direktor a komunita
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Fr. Alphonse Silhar, SDB -0 © 1
born in August 29, 1930 in Pezinok (Slovakia),
died in August 7, 1999 at Skalica (Slovakia)

From his early youth he desired to become priest. In 1946 he entered
Slovak salesian highschool in Sastin and in 1949 the novitiate at
Hronsky Benadik. There in April 14th 1950 they were surprised after
midnight by the communist militiamen and dragged immediately into
the communist concentration camp. Nevertheless he succeded to take
his religious vows secretely in the same year.

Two years later after a dangerous escaping on foot through four pairs
of borders, he arrived to Turin (Italy). There he completed his studies of
philosophy. The prescribed salesian pedagogical training he
acomplished in Turin, Caselette and Rome.

Then he accepted the offer made by Superiors to go to foreign missions

and was destined to Australia. But before then he was sent to England,
where after four years of theological studies he was ordained priest on
the 5th ofJuly 1959.

In Australia he took the degree of Master of Pedagogy at La Trobe
University. His degree thesis was about Don Bosco®s ideas and praxis
related to the present situation of the youth.

He had been working in Australia for thirty four years in the salesian
houses of Engadine, Brooklyn Park, Sunbury, Chadstone and again in
Brooklyn Park, teaching religion, languages, geography and history. In
the same time he had been intensively working in specific priestly
pastoral activities, sporadically also among Slovak immigrants esp. in
Adelaide, Melbourne and Sidney.

He was active also in writing articles about religion and history of the
persecuted Church above all in Slovakia under communism. Some days
after his death issued his book "Noc temnosti (The night of darkness)"
with the same item and his own story.

Returning to Slovakia he was engaged in teaching languages at the
salesian highschool in Sastin and appreciated as a commited priest in
the adjacent Slovak National Shrine and in the neighbouring parishes.

After ten days of very complicated situation of health and two
emergency operations he died on the 7th of August 1999 receiving the
Sacrament of the sick.

At the funeral in the Mational basilica of our Lady of Sorrows the
officiating Bishop Mons. Stefan Vrablec, his Superiors, the local
diocesan dean and some faithful Christians laid emphasis on his
exemplary priestly and religious life, his apostolic readiness and zeal,
and his untiring industriousness. The full basilica, more than 60
concelebrating priests, even in absence of very distant Australian
Confiéres and friends, was also a visible sign of gratitude to Fr.
Alphonse Silhar, SDB.



